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7 bis Month 3 is A chief of al ers in the Nee 
"Jr - ſowing Wheat-ſeed, oth in Vale and Chilturn 
Countries. In the Vales they generally begin ſowing 
about Michaelmas. In the Chilturn a Fortnight 
before, and hold it till Allhollantide, for the ſeves 

ru Reaſons mentioned in my laft Monthly Book, 
- where, for Want of Room, I was obliged to defer 
an Account of the Nature of Wheat, and . - 

ther uſeful Matters. And as il is abſolutely ne+ 
ceſſary, for every Sower of this delicate Grain, th 

no which'$ 7 of it ſuits his e Soil 6, 


i Rau oo as ws, viz. 
1 H A P. : I. 
The Charatter f Wheats, 


. 2 D Lammas. - As Wheat i is hs King 
of Grain, ſo this Sort has been deem- 
ed, hitherto, he Ning of WWheats, for 
having deſervedly 5 under the Re- 
putation of producing the whiteſt and 
Fee of Flodr, as is well known in particular to 
the Londoners, who call it, The ertfordſhire 
Hite; not that the beſt „ grows in 
this County, but becauſe of the valt Quantities — | 
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Number of Water-mills are ſituated, for grinding 
Corn, in a leſſer Compals of Ground than any. 


Where elſe in England, This by-many is called Fire- 
- wheat, becauſe it has a red Straw, a red Ear, and 
a red Kernel ; and it makes the whiteſt of Flour, | 
ſome are of Opinion, becauſe it has a 1724 


more guttery,and tougher Skin than the irky and 


white Sorts of Wheat, cuts into larger Flakes: of - 
Bran than them, and thus yields rather leſs, but 
whiter Flour, and more Bran; however, this is 

certain, that red Lammas has not only a whiter 
Flour than theſe, but a much ſofter, and finer, and 
often a bigger Body ; which makes it the moſt, a- 
recable Sort for the greateſt Quality, and there- 
ore is the fitteſt Wheat to ſow'on the beſt Land,. 


£ 


on Account of its fetching the beſt Price at Mar- 


jointed, high-coloured, long Straw, that they fell 


in great Quantities to the Londoners, for Prog 


their Horſes with it, ſometimes at eight Pence 
a Truſs in ſcarce Times, that weighs but thirty- 


five Pounds, which enables them to pay the greateſt 


Part of their Rent with this one Commodity. It 


affects to grow in the richeſt Vale-lands, conſiſt- | 


re, Bedfordſhire, wy Bucking 8 e * 9 
r Northern Counties, which are weekly brought 
| 9 and ſold at St. Aban's, Hempſtead, Ae) ſome. 

other few Markets in theſe Parts, where the greateſt 


ket. This Sort of Wheat is likewiſe in great 
Eſteem with the Middleſex Farmer, for its Rtiff- 


« — 


ing of Loams, or black, or blue Clays, where 1 


have ſeen it grow to near five Feet in Height; yet 


it is by many ſown in Chilturn dry Loams, and even 
in ſome Gravels, that have been before dreſſed or 
manured extraordinary well, In ſhort, this Wheat 
was, till very lately, the only Sort ſown in Vales, 


and is that noble Sort, whoſe Kernels are ſome- 
What longer than pirky Wheat, and near as big as 
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| Cherry-ſtones, when it is ſown as true Seed in a right 
Soil; then it will out-weigh the Pirks or white 
Wheat. But, when the Pirks are in Perfection, 
and the Lammas not, the firſt will outweigh the 
laſt; and, for theſe Benefits, great Quantities of its 
Seed are bought and carried in Waggons into the 
Northern Countries, becauſe about me, and Dun- 
Fable, it is ſowed in chalky Ground, partly for the 
= Purpoſe of ſelling the Seed to be ſown in _ 
= Loams, or ſtiff Clay-lands in them Counties; chiet- 
ly for the Sake of its Change of Soil, and becauſe 
ve get the ſame firſt out of the Hands of thoſe 
Farmers who make it their Buſineſs, in ſeveral 
Parts. of Buckinghamſhire, to lay down Ground 
every Year, purely to improve this Grain for its 
Seed; for here it will come off in a large Bo- 
dy, thoroughly clean and free from the Seeds of 
all Weeds. But this Wheat has a long lank Ear, 
that expoſes it more than all others to the Spoil 
of Blights and Strokes; for which Reaſon a right 
Manager will ſow this Wheat the firſt of all others, 
that it may get into an early hard Ear in' the 
blightening Honey-dew Seaſons of June and Ju- 
3 Therefore ſow this Wheat in September, or the 
Beginning of this Month at fartheſt. And it is 
on this very Account, that many Farmers of late 
have acted more judiciouſly than formerly ; for, in 
order to avoid this fatal Misfortune, ſome have 
ſown it early, with a Mixture of Pirks or white 
Wheat, whoſe Ears, growing in a thick, bunchy 
= Shape, mom a Sort of Skreen, or Shelter, ta 
= keep off and break the Honey-dew and other 
blightening Cauſes from the red Lammas, in a 
great Degree, Red Lammas-wheat, when tho- 
rough dry, will weigh ſix Buſhels Weight; I mean, 
five Buſhels in Meaſure will weigh ſix Buſhels 
in Weight, yet will not yield quite ſo much 
Flour as the ſame Quantity of pirky Wheat will, 
N . oo 


Fi * E 0 * 
o a 2 g 2 : 
* . > 
T 8 - 
p _ ot * Gas vat Fl * ” . Wy IP 4 Nos x A * 1 
_— 48 2 p 7 2 D : 9 . . 1 is 2 * "#4 . fs” ed 
. N he 


* 


— ONS <ApH 4” on © CER —— 


— RRng og 


„ 644% MN » , . 
PPP — _ 
— e apes Io Ris, 9 « 
* 1 « 


e — 


ever got into Reputation for its profitable Qa 


Its bunchy Ear is not ſo ſubject to be blighted as 


Sort, will yield Abundance of fine Flour; and 


Colour, it will fetch at Market, near, if not alto». 


well in their blue Clays, and blackiſh Earths, 
that many now ſow no other, where formerly they, 


| Reg ROO So grows deres Ph or ts ** 
ches higher than pirky Wheat 4; and, a8 it hae 
too much, it is not ſo proper to ſom with Pirka, - 
as ſome think, though others think other ways. 
Pirky M beat. This Wheat has a white Strawa 
white Ear, and a red or yellowiſh Kernel, more 
round than Lammas, and has more. of late 1 


ties; particularly for that one of growing in her 
zurn, gravelly, and .chalky Soils, where it wil 
flouriſh and yield excellent Crops, when the red 
Lammas will in ſome Meaſure fail, becauſe . this 
Sort of Wheat will grow in a poorer Soil than 
that, and yet return as many Buſhels as  Lammas 
will in rich Loams, or Clay, provided ſuch G 

vels, Chalks, and light Loams are well ſow * 
and dreſſed with a ſufficient Quantity of Manure. 


* TTT AA a dt a 


the red Lammas, becauſe its Corns grow cloſe. in 
a ſhorter Ear. The Kernels of pirky Wheat haue 
rather a thinner Skin than that, and, if of : the right 


more, when they are full dry, for then they wi 
crumble under. the Stones into much Meal and 
little Bran; and as the very fineſt and ſhorteſt Bran 
cannot be eaſily ſeparated from its Flour, it thus 
becomes coarſer, than that made from Lamma 

but this is compenſated by the Quantity of Stuff 
it makes. For this Reaſon, when pirky Wheat is 
got into the Barn dry, and has a good Body and 
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gether as much as Lammas. It was on theſe valua 
ble Accounts, that ſome attempted, about the 
Year 1730, to ſow it in their half Acre Ridge - 
lands in the Vale of Aylesbury, and it ſucceeded ſa. . 
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WS thag that, is bardier, will grow in a coarſer Tilth, 
in 2 poorer. Soil, and with leſs Dreſſing than the 3 
Lammas can. And for theſe Conſiderations it 


would be certainly preferred by many of the 


x 


| 


in a great deal of Money from the Landon Market; 
for it is chis Sort of Wheat that ſo well reſiſts 
= Honey-dews and other Blights, as tempts many to 
= ſow it among red and yellow Lammas. And as it 
is a very hardy Sort, it is for the moſt Part ſown. 
on Lays after artificial Graſs on only one Plow- 
ing, where, if but only harrowed in, it often yields 
excellent Crops. The fame on a Barley-ſtubble, 

or a Pea or Bean-ſtubble, and, alſo after Turneps 


are eaten off, which we in the Chillurn Country do 
every Year, even ſometimes in February, or the 
Beginning of Mareb; and, if the Seaſon comes fa- 
vourable, ſuch a plentiful Crop may be had, as, 
perhaps, will yield more than ſome Tilth-crops of 


Lamas, as I have known. it ſeveral Times to do. 
In Chalks, Gravel, and light Loams, the Breed 
= of Poppy, or red Weed, in ſome Tears, gets fo 


predominant, that it ruins Crops of Wheat; but, 


as this is chiefly bred by too fine a Tilth and too 


* 


| Middleſox Farmers, was it not that the Straw of 
the red Lammas, as I before remagked, brings them 


early Sowing, many forbear ſowing Pirks till about 


the Middle or latter End of this Month. Now, 
if red Lammas is ſown late, it is apt to be ſtruck 


and blighted; it is not therefore this Sort that is to 


to be ſown at this Time, but the pirky Wheat 
comes more and more into Uſe, and particularly 


W for its ſuffering the lateſt Sowing of all others; 
and by this Means it is, that the Growth of the 


Poppy and many other Weeds are prevented da- 


maging Wheat-crops. This pirky Wheat, when 


it enjoys a right Seaſon at Harveſt, will look of a 
beautiful pale Red, and then ſo nearly n 
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the red Penner in" ts Body and . r 
ny Wheat - buyers take one for the other; and, if 
the Seed was of the right Sort and grew in 2 
good Soil, it will weigh near, if not quite, as. 
heavy as chat. There are ſeveral Sorts of pirky 
Wheat, but it is difficult to get the true. The 
right is called, Aylesbury Pirk, that, to anſwer this 
Character, is brought to Aplesbury Market, and 
there ſold ſome Time before, and in Sowing- time. 
Now the Improvement of this Wheat is brought 
to paſs thus : There are ſeveral Chilturn Farmers 
near me, who make it their Buſineſs to deal every 
Year with theſe Vale-men, who, as I ſaid, fow 
this and other Wheat-ſced in new broken - up 
Sward- ground, that it may come off lante-bodied, 
and clear of the Seeds of Weeds. This pirky 
Wheat they ſow again in their chalky, ravel- 
Jy, or dry Loams, on Purpoſe to ſel] as the pro- 
ereſt Sort to ſow in ſtiff or wet Loams and 
Clays; and then it will receive the higheſt Im- 
provement that can be given it, as is yearly expe - 
rienced by many of thoſe nice Farmers, who, by 
this Means, ſell a Sack of this Wheat for two or 
three Shillings more than others, who are ſo indo- 
lent, as ſeldom, or never, to change their Seed, 
and make Uſe of this right Sort. This pirky 
Wheat has but a ſingle Chaff, fo that, when it 
is ripe, the Kernel may be almoſt ſeen through 
it, for then it is ready to ſtart out of it. Five 
Buſhels of pirky Wheat ſeldom weigh more than 
five Buſhels and a Half in Weight, or three Pecks 
at moſt; yet, if the ſame Meaſure of the red Lam- 
mas is ground, the Flour of the Pirks will weigh 
more than the Flour of the red Lammas, for the 
foregoing Reaſons. The Flour of Pirks is apt to 
cauſe the Bread that is made of it alone to 
erack; but this is prevented by a Mixture with 
_ Lammas. _ Wheat * four or five my 
"of 
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of Kernels . when the  Lammas but two or three. 


: It alſo has this good Quality, not to draw the Ground 

boo much as the Lammas Sorts, becauſe the Straw . 

of the Lammas is taller and bigger than that of Pirks. 

When pirky Wheat is ſown in gravelly Ground. 

it generally acquires ſuch a Colour that it often | 
deceives the Buyer. for Lammas, and is accounted. —< 
the thinneſt-ſkinned Wheat of all others. The red 

Pirks are. beſt, the Yellow are rather thicker-ſkin- 

ned, and hardly to be known from yellow Lammas, 

as the red Sort is from red Lammas, and the white e 
Pirk from the white Lammas Wheat. In Gravels, ä 
and lean Loams, the pirky Wheat and Lammas 1 
grow much of an equal Talneſs, when mixed. 

| Yellow Lammas. This Wheat has a white 

Straw and a red Ear. Its Kernel is of a yellowiſh 
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1- red Colour, rounder, ſhorter, and not fo guttery 
J- as the red Lammas; nor is the Ear of the Yellow 


ſo long by an Inch, as that of the Red, is nearer . 
of the pirky Nature, has. a Flour near as white 
and as fine as that of the red Lammas, and whi- 
ter than that of Pirks and white Wheat; its 
Skin is a little thicker than that of the Red, and 
thus it runs ſomething more into Bran. The 
Flour- do not care to buy this yellow Wheas 
in Summer, by Reaſon its thick Skin is then ſo 
dry, as makes it apt to grind into a fine Bran, 
that mixes ſo much with the Flour, as to make 
It coarſe. But in Winter they readily purchaſe 
it, for then its Skin quits its Flour with Eaſe. 
This Wheat will grow on Chalks, Gravels, Clays, 
and other poor Land, much better than red Lam- 
mas, but degenerates ſooner than moſt other 
Wheats ; for you may in a few Years ſow it too 
long in the ſame Soil, till it dwindles to ſo ſmall 
Kernel, as not to be worth ſowing. Therefore, 
iris now very common to ſow it in a Mixture 
vith Pirks, becauſe it is a much ſurer Crop ng 
: | | | f ay 
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Way then when ſown re pere ] 
agrees with the Earth, but it is more true, that the 


are moſt ſerviceable on this Account, for, I am 
ſure, . ſeveral Farmers in Pigſtone Pariſh, on the 
Edge of Ayle/bury Vale, think thus of it, elſe they 
would not ſow it every Year, mixed in their 
gravelly and chalky Loams ; where, if they are 


| Wheats will fel] and grind well together: For, 
the yellow Lammas being toughiſh, and the Pirks 


- Lammas, his Gravel with Firks, and his loamy 


. beſt agrees to be ſown with Pirks, becauſe it grows 


Straw, and a white bunchy Ear it kernels as big 


ps; Variety be 


Mode or Make of one Ear is à Security againſt 
blighting the other; and, as I take it, the Pirks 


ploughed fine, and dreſſed well, theſe Grains 
will flouriſh to great Profit, becauſe theſe two 


ſhort, the firſt will keep the Latter from making 
too ſmall a Bran, and running too much into 
Flour. A great Chilturn Farmer, whoſe in- 
cloſed Fields had ſeveral Soils in them, obſerved, 
as often as he could, to ſow his Loams with red 


Chalks, with white or yellow Lammas, for he 1s 
certainly. moſt in the Right, that ſows a Seed that 
is moſt agreeable to the Soil it is to grow in; in 
which, this, as well as the red Lammas, requires 
an early Sowing, as I have before hinted, and z 
frequent Change. Yellow Lammas yield a Peck 
or two of Flour leſs, in five Buſhels, "red 
Lammas : Yet I know more than one rigor that 
ſows yellow Lammas, in their ſtiff, clayey Loams 
in the Chilturn, and thinks it the very beſt Sort, 
for its thin Skin, cloſe Ear, and good i Yield ; and 
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about four Inches higher, and ſhelters that the 
better from Blights. Others differ i in their Opt 


nion and think otherways. 
White Wheat, This white Wheat has a white 


a ,345 „„ ma” tas fog od fo 5 kc ed 


as Pirks, grows cloſer together than the red of 
yroww Lammas, and thus 1s better 1 oke 
| __ Strokes 
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Strokes and Blights than they are. Now this 
Corn is moſtly defended againſt theſe Incidents, 
by Means of its rough Chaffs; for the right Sort 
of white Wheat has two.or three that encompaſs 
each Kernel, which alſo preſerve it in a great Mea- 
ſure from the Damage of Flies, and other Inſects, 
which are apt to ſpoil Wheat, while it is growing 

in the Ear. When this excellent Wheat is near 
ripe, its true Sort may be known by its Aſpect, 
for then it will appear, as if it were hoary all over 
its Ear. About us, it is more and more ſown, as 


For. being a Sort that thrives well in our incloſed, 
111 Poor, gravelly, chalky, and light loamy Soils; 
ing and, by many, this, or any other of e white 

8 Wheats, is much ſown in a Mixture with red, 


or yellow Lammas, becauſe this Wheat will not 
| help to keep off Blights from that, but is a moſt 
proper Sort to fell and grind with the red or yel- 
low Lammas, by Reaſon one is gf a ſhort, brictle 
Nature, and the other tough; Which prevents the 
White from running too much into ſmall Bran, 
as it is apt to do, if ground alone, and then its 
Flour will be the coarſer. This Wheat weighs 
rather lighter, than either the red or yellow Lam- 
mas or Pirks, yet makes more Stuff or Flour 
than they do, becauſe its very ſmall Bran, remain- 
ing among it, is not eaſily perceived, for, as its 
Coat, or Skin, is of a light Colour, it gives the 
Meal and Bread a pleaſing yellowiſh Caſt. On 
this Account, white Wheat ſtands the Baker's 
Friend, becauſe its white Colour will admit of a 
Mixture of ſo much ſmall Bran with its Flour, 
that leſs Flour will ſerve in making a Loaf, and 
yet the Cuſtomer be at the ſame Time contented ; 
for, if he has not a penetrating Judgment, he 
cannot find out the Legerdemain Part of this Matter. 
There is a ſmooth-eared Sort of white Wheat, 
that, with us, is not reckoned ſo valuable, as 
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this rough-eared Sort, and are both diſtingu 


all bearded Wheats. 


the Names of I bite Pirks and White eg But 


1 muſt own, I never faw ſuch large Kernels of white 
Wheat as I did in half Tubs, as they ſtood in 


Taunton- Market, in the Year 17 37, where Fr: 
Farmer ſells this, and other Sorts, by the Peck 
and Half-peck to the Weavers and Country poot 


People, who here call it Holland M beat; and, in 
"than any. 


ſome Markets, it ſells for more Money 
other. But, at Hempſtead, it ſells for one or two 


| Shillings leſs in a Sack than the red Lammas, o 


Pirks, becauſe here they chiefly endeavour after 


= the fineſt Flour for ſupplymg the London Ba er 


Paſtry- cook. The Flour of white Wheat is of 


: f ſhort a Nature, that the Workman. can hardly 
make a Loaf of it that will ſtand without cracking z 


and therefore it is generally mixed with the Flour 


of the Lammas Sort, which improves each other, fo 


as to make excellent” Bread, White Wheat wilt 


gro well both in Vale, ſwampy, ſtiff 8 and in 
Cbbilturn dry Grounds. 


Duck- bill or Dugdale I heat. 
this Grey: poll Rivet ; in Huntingtonſhire, Dunover. 
Wheat ; in the Weſt-country, Grey-poll and Blue- 


poll Wheat ; in Hertfordſhire, Duck-bill or Dugdale 


Mbeat. In Berk/hire, there is a white-cone Wheat, 


whoſe Straw is like a Ruſh, full of Pith, and not 
however, theſe are 
The common DOS | 


hollow, like the Lammas Sort; 
Wheat has a darkiſh, brown, crooked, 


Kernel, rather bigger chan any other Wheat; "bx i 
its Cbaff is better thrown away to make Dung, than 
to give to Cattle, becauſe, by the Sharpneſs of its 
Sides, it pricks and cankers the Horſes Mouths. 
A certain Farmer ſuffered above ten Pounds Da- 
for this Diſ- 

temper reduced his Horſes fo low, before it was 


mage on this Account in one Lear; 


cured, that they could not work for a conſiderable 


Time, 


In Eſfex they call 
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| Grounds, in wet and dry Loams, that are made 


foraſhire, Bucks, and in molt of the Southern and Eaſ- 
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ſown 


rich with Manures, for a very poor Soil will not a- 
ree with this Wheat, as it is a great Drawer of 


| the Earth. It ſhould be ſown a Fortnight before 


Michaelmas, at lateſt, becauſe it is always late 


WT ripe, and then in a Riff Soil; for this-bulky Wheat 
is very apt to fall by the Wind and Rain; there- 


fore no light Sand ſuits it. In the Vale they ſow 


it Broad-caſt on their Ridge half Acre Lands, and 


plow it in. In the Chilturn they ſow it in Broad- 
ands, while they lie rough, and harrow it in. In 


two or three Bout-lands they ſprain the Seed, and 


low it in, but do not harrow afterwards. If it is ſown 


in four Bout4ands, they plow in Half, and harrow 


Half in. If this Corn is ſown in Broad- lands, the 
beſt Way is to fold on it ta make it ſtand faſt ; 


but this muſt not be done in Stitch · work, for then 


the Sheep would tread the Seed into the Thoroughs, 
and ſpoil the Crop. This Seed, when ſown in a 


fine, well dreſſed Tilth-ground, produces the moſt 


of all others. One Ear has been ſaid to have 
had above an hundred Grains in it, and on an Acre 
above fifty Buſhels of Wheat have grown; but, as 
its Flour is of the coarſeſt and heavieſt Sort, it is 
ſold for two or three Shillings leſs in a Sack than 
the Lammas, Pirks, or white Wheat. Its Kernels 
are of a brittle Nature, and therefore grind well 


with the Lammas Sort. One Buſhel of Dugdale 


and three of Lammas make very good Bread; but, 
in many Places in the Weſt-country, the Bakers in 
general allow more of this Flour than the other, 
which cauſes their common Loaves to be brown, 
cloſe, and heavy, as I obſerved (and that moſt of 
all) in Somerſelſbirs, where, I believe, they ſow 
more of the Grey and Blue-poll Wheat, than in 
any other Part of England. In Hertfordſhire, Bed- 
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tern Countries, little of this Wheat is ſown 3 ani 


then it is chiefly for the Farmer's own Uſe, becauſe 
a great deal of this will grow in a little rich 9 


which enables them to make the moſt at Market of 
their better Sort. This Wheat is fit to reap, when 
its Beards are ready to drop-off, are hard to thraſh 
out, and yield a great, deal of Chat, The 
Lammas, Pirks, White, or Dugdale Wheats arg 


very rarely ground alone for the Baker's Uſe, be: | 


cauſe the firſt grinds too tough and flaky, and 
the reſt run too much into a brannycoarſe Flour; 


therefore they ſow grey or blue-poll Wheat and 


Lammas together, and grind two of a contrary Sort 
at once, that the Flour may anſwer their Purpoſe 


the better. They never brine, nor lime the Seed 


of bearded Wheat, for it is never known to ſmut, 


Two Buſhels of Seed js the common Allowance for 
one Acre of Ground, as it is a great Brancher. It 


will grow in rough ſour Tilths, the beſt of any 
Wheat, therefore ſome ſow it on only one Plowing 
up of a Lay and harrow it in; but it myſt þe 


man, left, as it is a Jarge-bodied Grain, it be too 
much expoſed to the Braks of Fowls; and fo care- 


Teſs are many in preparing the Ground by ſeveral 
Plowings for this Grain, that they venture to ſow 


it on ſour Land, without any Manure, and ſome - 
times come by pretty good Crops. But he that 


makes a fine Tilth, and manyres the Ground well 


for his Seed, ſtands a much better Chance of a 
plentiful Return at Harveſt ; and the more, for that 
all the bearded Sorts are freeſt from Blaſts, Blights, 


and Strokes of any, as being guarded againſt them 


by its Beards. This Wheat yields a ſharp cutting 
Meal; but, when finely ſifted, it ſerves to mix 
with other Flour. One Buſhel of this, mixed with 
' Flour of Lammas, the London Baker approves: of, 


becauſe it keeps the Bread a Day or two longer 
5 „ moiſt, 
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its natural 'Cqarſeneſs is 


| gift than „ 
WT not perceived by the 3 If it is finely 
ſifted, it makes the ſweeteſt and ſhorteſt Pancake. 
; A particular very larpe-bearded Wheat. The late 
Mr. 7ohnſon, of 'Tvingboe-Arſon, a very able Yeo- | 
man and nice Seedſman, famous, for being the 
chief Oppoſer of incloſing a certain Common, was 
a moſt hoſpitable Neighbour, and thus became the 
nobleſt Work of God, an honeſt Man. He was 
very curious in collecting ſeveral Sorts of Corn for 
ſowing them in Fieſds. Among the reſt he got a 
bearded Wheat that grew in a Set of four Kernels 
in Rows, or Sides, inftead of two that the Dugdale 
has. It had a very large Ear and white, its Straw 
of the ſame Colour and round, but the Kernel 
| brown, This Wheat yielded prodigiouſly, but he 
| was forced to leave of ſowing it, * becauſe the Ear 
| was ſo large and heavy, that it fell down before it 
was fit to reap,” for his Ground was rather too light 
for it; but had he in his Time known the Benefit of 
| ſowing Wheat in Drills, undoubtedly he might have 
enjoyed its Crops in Perfection. „ 
Double-eared Mheat. It is ſometimes ſown in Eher 
in dry Loams. This Wheat, Mr. Houghton ſays, in 
= 1679, was taken for a Prodigy, for, about that Time, 
Books were publiſhed concerning a Perſon, who, in 
the Time of Scarcity, ſold his Corn to the Poor 
for a Shilling a Buſhel leſs than his Neighbours, 
and had, the next Year, a Field of Wheat which 
bad twelve or fourteen Ears upon one Stalk, and 
that there was another ſuch Crop in Suffolk. This 


; is ſomewhat like the Character 5 Farmer Rowland's 
= Pcaſe, who uſed. to ſow half an Acre of Ground 


W with Peaſe, partly for the Poor, by giving a Meſs 
of them to any of the poorer Sort on Aſking 3 and 
it was obſervable, that the ſame Piece of Peaſe. 
yielded a greater Quantity at Harveſt, than the 
awe Meaſure of Ground did elſewhere i in'the ſame 

Farm, 
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5 ever 1 on "virtuous "TAP 
a late, a ſure Reward Freaks 
8 b. I do not to 
Hager of this grows in Hertfordſtirt, or | 
where elle in England, but in one particular Codes 
that I have rede through. Here, they told me, 
that theſe are ſynonymous Names for this Wheat, 
which they em to be the beſt in England, be- 
cauſe it makes the fineſt of Flour ;z and, indeed, I 
was ſurpriſed to hear afterwards one of the greate 
Bakers in London confirm the ſame, who aſſured 
me, it beat our red Lammas, for making a white 
Bread and Manchet, that the Flour of red Lamas 
could not come up to. I have handled ſome of this 
Wheat, and muſt own, by its outward Appearance, 
it did not promiſe all this. But its Infide was, by 
all in the Neighbourhood, allowed to anſwer the 
Character I have given of it. I intend in a little 
Time to get ſome of its Seed, and ſow it in my 
.own Ground, that I may be capacitated t to furniſh 
Gentlemen with it at any Diſtance, - ; 
A farther Account of red Lammas "Wheat, 
Red Lammas is known to have the talleſt Straw of 
all others, and therefore is more liable to fall ſooner 
„than Pirks, or white Wheat. Some ſay, five Bu? 
ſhels bf red Lammas, or yellow Lammas Wheat, is 
ſufficient to mix with twenty Buſhels of Pirks, or 
white Wheat, to make it grind into a delicate Flour, 
There are other Wheats that have been ſown in 
ſome Parts, as the red-bearded Kenti/h Wheat, red 
Lammas with Ailes, Cone- wheat without Ailes, Aep- 
Po-wheat, Duck-bil! Wheat, Duke-wheat, ſquare Wl 
Grey without Ailes, n Knot-wheat, and 0 
Fendul- wheat. | 3 
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_ 1 farther Account of white Wheat,” The ſmooch- 
eared Sort of white Wheat has a ſingle Chaff and 


thin Skin, and, being of a pirky Nature, the Ker- 
nel at Harveſt is amy en ſtarr out of its Chaff, and 
very ſubject to be damaged by Rains, which if 
great and long, are apt to wet the Flour, and make 
It ſtick t6 and thicken the Skin, fo as never tho» 
roughly to part with it- This white Wheat's Flour 
is ſomewhat coarſer and lighter than the red Lan- 
mas Sort, and will not take Water fo well as that. 
lt will certainly grow tawny on red Clays, and 
W therefore, if it muſt be fown on them, it ſhould be 
changed every Year and taken from a contrary 
Soil, as a Gravel, Chalk, or dry Loam, but not a 
Sand. All this Month, and even till February or 
March, you may ſow any of the Pirks or | white 
Wheats. V a 
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-» CHAP. II. 2 
| The Benefit of changing Seed. | 


: O Everal Caſes proving the Benefit of changing Seed. 
lt is yearly experimentally proved by many cu- 
rious Farmers, that the Change of Seed gives a 
great Improvement to a Crop of Grain, and eſpe- 
cially to Wheat; which, being the chief Corn, that 
meets with the moſt certain Sale of all others, and on 
which, as I ſaid, two Years Rent depends, calls 
for the beſt Management that can be given it. —l 
new a great Farmer ſo careful in this Matter, that, 
where he ſowed his red Lammas-wheat one Seaſon, 
he ſowed a yellow Lammas the next Seaſon ; and fo 
nice was this Man, that he carried on the like 
Piece of CEconomy to the third Seaſon, or ninth 
rear, by ſowing white Wheat on the ſame * 5 
=. R Ns or 


for i it was ibis Notion, and "what uh Fang 5 y expes 
rienced, that- where even Peaſe were ſown twice is 
the ſame Field, though a Fallow and a Wheats 
crop came between, the latter would prove much the 
worſe Crop for it. Another of my Acquaintance, 
who rents a large Farm between Hempſtead and 
St. Albans, ſows five Sorts of Wheat in his incloſe: 
Fields, as, the red and yellow Lammas, Pirks, 
Dugdale, and white Wheat, and aſſigns this Reaſon 
for it: That, if one Sort miſſed, he had the greater 
Chance for another to hit, and thereby becarne. the 
better enabled to change his Seed, and adapt a pro- 
per Sort to a proper Soil. From whence I obſerve 
that Seeds of Vegetables, like Animals, affect to be 
- nouriſhed by Variety of, Food. — This Knowledge 
induced a Gentleman, who lived near Ao, in 
Middleſex, to commiſſion me to buy him forty Bus 
ſhels of the right Sort of pirky Wheat, tan grew 
laſt on a chalky Soil near me, to ſow it in his low, 
wettiſn, ſtiff, loamy, clayey Land; and he not only 
had a moſt plentiful Return, but ſuch . a bodied 
Wheat as beat ail others in Uxbridge-market, where 
he always.ſold his Grain. Near Amer/ham in Buck. 
ingbamſhire, a Farmer in the Spring, 1741, having 
fowed ſome of his own Bean-ſeed in one Part of hi 
common Field, that he had before ſowed with the 
ſame ſeveral Years, at laſt'was perſuaded by a Friend 
to buy ſome Horſe-beans at Market for Change- 
Sake, and ſow in the other Part of the ſame Field, 
and the laſt ſown proved by far the fuperior Crop, 
The Rath-ripe Barley, if fown more than two Years, 
with us, will degenerate into our common Barley, 
notwithſtandir g our ſowing it in warm dry Soils, as 
the Gravels and Chalks are; for this, at firſt, comes 
from off a ſandy Loam, about Fulham, Hammer- 
ſmith, and Cheiſe 42.—If this Year we ſow that Bar- 
ley-ized which came off a Chalk, or Gravel, on 
our red Clays, or wet {tiff Loams, the Kernels wi 


be of a reddiſh TUE and thick- ſæinned. & 
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t g's ſow the ſame Seed: in their former 
Soils, and they will become white - bodied and thin 
much the Change of Climate that occaſions ſuch 
Alteration, as the Soil. For a further Proof of 
this, the Ahleſbury Vale Farmer (whom I take to be 
one of the moſt obſtinate bigottedl Sort) has at 
laſt been prevailed on about twelve Years ſince, to 
ſow Barley now and then, inſtead. of Wheat, on 
his ridge Lands by Way of Change, and, fince, 
has found ſo much Advantage by it, that the 
Wheat, Barley, and Bean Crops are all greatly im- 
proved by ſuch a Change. — The Acton, Edg- . 
ware, and Uxbridge Farmers are alſo, for the moſt 
Part, under the Cuſtom of ſowing only Wheat and 
Horſe-beans : But, if they would ſow Barley 
between, according to my Steeping-Receipt, they 
s would certainly find their Account in it, for more 
OW, Reaſons than one. If white Wheat is not chan» 
only ged from one Soil to another, it will degenerate, 
and grow into a ſteely Corn, of an ugly dark Co- 
lour, little better than Dugdale Wheat A great 
Farmer, near Beech- Wood Park, by Market Street, 
uſed to ſow a hilly Field with Wheat, as far as the 
hilly Part went, becauſe it was a ſtiff clayey Soil; 
but, the bottom Part being a gravelly ſtony Piece 
of Land, he always in the Seaſon ſowed it with 
Barley for many Years, till, at laſt, he was perſua - 
ed to. ſow all of it with Wheat, and there grew a 
noſt admired, ſtrong, reedy Straw and the beſt of 
Wheat, which was imputed chiefly to the Change 
f Seed. — The yellow Lammas- wheat in parti» | 
ular, in the whitiſh Loams about Jvinghoe-Arſon, 
has been obſerved to decline, if you ſow the ſanig 
Seed in only two ſucceſſive Seaſons, on the Ground 
it was ſown on before: For it is their received 
Opinion here, that they may ſow this Sort ( as 
they term it) till they loſe it; that is, till it de- 
|. 2727 genemtes 
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would be , growing, for in thar Time, thay 


perty, and eccondiighh; they 


know a curious Gardener, who ſows his broad 
vers them by Hand-houghs. His Seed 


he writes there is no Occaſion for pa of Seed 
if ſo managed. His Words are theſe : — That 


| when any Sort of Vegetable, by the due Degrees 


.cies. I ſhall in the following Account ns 


roars — 5 


had loſt moſt of their 


radical Moiſture and Pros 


larger Kernels wilt never NE into Smut 
—— Inſtance I bring, for proving the great 
Benefit of changing Seed every Year, is this: 


Beans in Drills, made by the Foot-plough, and. ev 


faves, and every Year carries it ewenty-ewo Mila 
to London, where he ſells it at the Seed-ſhop, and, 
as his Beans come off a gravelly clay iſh; Loam, he 
gives Money to- Boot (if, his-is not ſo good.) for 
Windſor Beans that come off a dryer Soil. But 
Mr. Tull lays ſuch Streſs on Houghing of Corn, that 


of Heat and Moiſture it requires, is agreeable toi 
Soil, it may, by the new Horſe-houghing Huſbans 
dry, be continued, without ever changing the Spe. 


to ſhew, how nearly we may obtain this great and 
Profitable End of we 8 Seed = er 
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Gravel, and anocher a Chalk. Theſe give. him 
an Opportunity every Year to change his Wheat- 
Heed, Now | 
red Lommas, and the Pirks; if he ſows the Lommas 


on his Gravel, or Chalk, which though theſe laſt 
not truly proper Soils for this Sort of Wheat, 


6 ungen in mamures the Tame Ground fo well, that 
he ſeldom fails of à good 


that grows well in any of the four Soils. But 
this is a Conveniency which few enjoy: Therefore 
the next Way to ſupply it, is to 3 Seed with 


ſuch a Correſpondence does not reign, the Mar- 
ket may ſupply it, that affords a Variety at moſt 


to the Change of his Soils for keeping his 
eed from degenerating; he had alſo a great De- 
i ndence on the- Preparing his Seed for Sowing, 
after a different Way from all. others, that it 
might the better anſwer this Purpoſe. 
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is ; Man ſows only two Sorts, the 
on his Clay this Year, next he ſows the ſame Seed 


yer this proves is Impediment with him, for he 


Neighbours Tho have different Earths; but where 


Times. Yet this Farmer did not truſt. 2 
heat - 


Crop. In the ume 
Manner he uſes his pirky Wheat, which is a Sort 


EP WBy thn, ' wo ape lBO PI: woes rey 4 2 — 
© P — — a — — eee 
5 N » 1 11 ; 5 
$.. ee +4 
5 8 ele y * 


. w ˙ I RI age. 
— . A ²˙ V et Le he. — — — 
8 — 1 * 
ww” * 
” 
7 A x 
@ 7 
— * 


n 


4 a 25 4 4 "1 py * 8 % L 
— — þ r 8 
— —— — —_—_—— "4, N — * 
a_ 
1 1 2 N Se * " — 9 * 
WAITS IMF + . 9 7 9 — 
= 5 r4 4 — 5 Y — 
5 2 —— Wy i 
_ ry : 5 — me 1 I 
7 — — — — - 
- - * — r 
r — — r 4 
— — = _ — nee — — 


FP ſowing Wheat in Ayleſbury Vale. 
vas their Ridge Lands commonly var 

their Dimenſions, ſome lying in Ridge half A 

Lands, others in Acre Lands; ſome; but very fe, 
in Lands of an Acre and a Half; but, for the mg 
Part, they lie in half Acre Ridge Lands, and di 
Fer in their Sowing akcordingly, if they are juſt 
Meaſure. Then a half Acre Land will take up, at 
the Beginning of this Month; à Buſhel of Wheat 
ſeeds; if towards the latter End, then à Buſhel an 
' Half a Peck ; if later, more. Aſter their Seed f 
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this is done, the Sowing is finiſhed for that Yeah, 
for they never harrow Wheat in here, as they & 

- often in the Chilturn Country; and yet, if a kin 
Seaſon follows, there may the beſt of Wheat-grom, 
as is often ſeen, See my laſt Month, where I hu 
alſo wwrote on this Article with a little Variety. i 

. Of ſowing Wheat in a Country a hundred Miles il 

. the Northward of London.—— Here their Land 

generally lies low in a Ridge Shape and never 

plowed a-croſs, no more. than in Aylesbury Vale. 

That which is ſituated neareſt the River Derwent, 
is moſt ſubject to be damaged by Waters, and 
therefore is ridged the higher up; their Diverſi- 
ties of Earths are red Clays, Gravels, and Loams, 


pen common Fields, and ti 
of ſeven Shillings and fix: Pence an Acre a Year, 
as it remains in Roods, half Acres, and Aere Lands, 
and plowed and ſowed only two Tears together; 
for it is their received 
they were to plow and fow ſuch a ſituated Earth 
three Years together, it would be apt to ruin them, 
W becauſe it would bring it into ſuch a poor, four 
Condition as would render it a barren Soil, in a 
little Time, And I muſt confeſs; did not ima- 
gine, they were ſuch. good Huſbandmen in theſe 
Parts, till very lately I found them to be ſo, by 
their wiſe. Management in Plowing, Preſſi "Ss 
Sowing their. Ground to the Obtaining of good 
Crops of Corn. When they are to prepare it for 
| 3 in the Month of April, by caſting down 
their Ridge Lands. In June, they fetch five 
Quarters of Lime from the Kiln, which they call 
a Kiln of Lime, becauſe, it is all they burn at once; 
and, it is the ſtrongeſt Sort of Lime, as being 
made from Lime- ſtone, and not Chalk. It is this 
Quantity that they lay in one Heap at a Land's 
End, and after it has lain in this Poſture three 
Weeks, or a Month, if the Weather has flaked 
it enough, it is fit for Uſe; otherways, they 
ſometimes carry Water and throw over it. The 
next Thing they do, is the Carrying it on the 
Lands, which they do either with a Cart, Wheel- 
barrow, or Seed- cot, and out of one of theſe they 
ſo it over the Rood, half Acre, or Acre Lands; 
then immediately follows the Plough, and the Lime 
is plowed in at the ſecond or third Stirree-time, 
leſt, if the Lime ſhould lie longer above Ground, 
it may loſe a great Deal of its Strength. At the 
_ firſt Stirring-time in June, they plow the Land 
by ridging it up; and fo again, at the ſecond Time 
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the Rate 


bliſhed' Opinion, that, if 
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do be done, becauſe, e ee thai i 
ration by the Plough, the Lime cannot be regie 
— with the Earth, and, if it is not 


Plowing i 


Monthly Book for September. Thus, by an early 
mixes with, mellows the Earth, and 0 


Wheat OG ar; by aut Mixing che Dame 


with the Earth; at two, or three, or more Plow. 


ing times, which they. ſay is abſolutely neceliay 


heat-root capnot have an equal Benefit of the 


very apt to Hives — When to d whick ith 
very ſubject; for Dung. cankers the Wheat-root, 
and produces very commonly a ſmutty Crop f 
Wheat, as I have more fully ſhewn in my laſt 


Plowing in of the Dung, it rots in the 


the Ground to lie hollow, Which conſequently 
gives the Corn-roots a deeper Entrance into it. 


On the Contrary, if Dung was to be plowed in at | 
the laſt: Plowing, it would lie lumpiſh in the 


Ground, and rather hinder the Deſcent of the 
Wheat-roots, to the Production of ſmall Kernel 
and other Misfortunes, eſpecially if the Dung is of 
the long Sort; for Wheat loves a fine, eaſy Root - 
bed to enable it to ſtand faſt, and withſtand the Wl 
violent, froſty, wet, and windy Seaſons. The molt 
common Wheat they ſow here, is the German 
White, the red Lammas or the pirky Wheat z which 


in kind Seaſons produces very great Crops, for 
they take a great Deal of Care to keep their Land 
up in good Heart, by Liming it once in three 


Years ; the next Fallow-time with Muck, . of 
vo 
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Their Way of ſowing their Wheat-ſeed, and 
plowing it in, is done aſter the ſame Manner, as 
have given an Account it is done in Apleſbury 
Vale; except that, inſtead of caſting the Ground 
down at Sowing- time, they ridge it up at Sow- 
ing time in theſe Parts, the better to keep off the 
Chill of Waters, which they are more than ordi- 


lies near Springs and Rivers. 


— 


— —— — — . 0 — 
Ve Management of getting in Wheat in Vale 


H E whole Proceſs of managing a Wheat-Crop, 
in Reaping, Binding, Shocking and Carrying it 
ff the Land, according to the lateſt and beſt Practice. 
n the Northern Parts I have been juſt writing 
ff, they reap their Wheat with the Hacked- 
pickle, as is done in Hertfordſhire, contrary to what 

ey do in many other Countries, where they 
prefer the Uſe of the ſmooth-edged Reap-hook. 
n Hertfordſhire, our Women are above handling 
his Tool, and have been ſo for theſe forty Years 
aſt, as thinking it too ſlaviſh an Inſtrument I 
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A Woman can't ſo well bind up a Sheaf as a Man, 
Thus Women make themſelves Help- mates in- 


helping them to inn the Fruits of the Earth in dus 


nothing adds better to help Health, than this, and 
| ether bodily Fatigue, which they are conſtantly 
brought up in the Exerciſe of, and inured to in 


ing great Ages, . eating no other Sort of Bread 


pute the Enjoyment of their Health to a good old 


to return 4 this Digreſſion, to the Subjectin i 


many others in England, their Women reap ſomes: 
times in an intire Company of themſelves; but, 
for the moſt Part, they as among the Harve 

men, and ſo become a mixed Company; becauſe; 


deed, and of very great Service to Fa armers;-by 


Seaſon: And ſo much does Cuſtom naturalife 
Women to this Labour here, that even the Set- 
vant - maids in general, as well as Farmers Wives 
and Daughters, willingly. engage in this Sort of 
Field-work, and find, by yearly Experience,” that 


the Farming Buſineſs, It is therefore obſervable, 
that, in this Country, the inferior Sort of. Women, 
for the moſt Part, enjoy a freſh-coloured Counte- 
nance, and a ſtrong, large Body, conſtantly 

no other Bread than that made with Flour and 
the Bran in it, as it comes ground very ſmall from 
the Mill, or Oat-cakes, inſtead of it; which laſt 
Sort, a little further North, they eat altogether, 
as having little or no Wheat growing near them. 
And it is here, they ſay, in Jeſt, their Women 
never die; as much as to ſay, they live to exceat+ 


than Oat-Cakes, becauſe they are very light of 
Digeſtion, and clog not the Stomach, like the fine 
wheaten Bread. Here alſo they are of Opini· 
on, that their Oaten-bread, or Cake, is a great 
Antidote againſt the Scurvy, and accordingly im-: 


Age, very much to its ſalubrious But 


n. I have further to o add, that, i in this Cour: 
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the Whear in 'Sheaves/ar the ſamg Time, whic 
they immediately ſhock and cap afterwards, as 
eme I know” will wonder, iy the Wheat is 
ſhocked and capped ſo ſoon, in fine, dry | 
In Anſwer to this, they give this Reaſon fort: 


with two beſides, ten in all, or ſometimes twelve 
im all, the whole Shock is better preſerved from 
the pernicious Power of Miſts and Rains, than 
| thoſe larger Shocks of fifteen Sheaves can be, as 
the common Mode is in Hertfordſhire, which I 
think a very wrong one. It is alſo in this, our 


we ſhock, nor afterwards, unleſs we foreſee the 
Danger of Rains; and to prove that we are wrong 


in Hertfordſbire, and they right in the North, 
let it be conſidered that, after a Shock of fifteen 


Capping, if it is capped afterwards, ſuch late Cap- 
ping cannot ſettle and fit ſo cloſe, as that Cap- 


are ſet up. But, for further explaining and illuſ- 
trating the great Benefit of this North-Country 
Way of Reaping, Binding, and Shocking at the 
ſame Time, I ſhall make the following Obſerva- 
tions, iz. 2 58 e ZN IE E 5 

' Firſt, By ſuch haſty Binding and Shocking, the 
Wheat is preſerved in 4 great Degree from the 
Damage of Damps ariſing from the Ground, 


Lfordſbire Way is, it generally cauſes the Wheat to 


che Farmer's great Diſadvantage, for ſuch ſprout- 
d Kernels ſeldom become thoroughly dry after- 
= EO Wards, 
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eather; 


| Southern County, that we ſeldom or never cap as 


| Sheaves is made and ſtands ſome Days without 


ping does, which is put on aſſoon as the Shocks 


where if it lies ſome Days in Reaps, as the Hert- 


| loſe its Colour in a great Degree ; and, if a wet Sea- 
ſon attends ir, then it is apt to grow and ſprout to 


= _— 


| FE e che Sean retain Moiſture 
as, will not dry out, unleſs, by a Sos Fe 
the Sun's Heat, and Wind, Which che Wheat 
very much dep Ived of, by 4 in incloſed Fields: 
for here Damps and Wets remain ſo Jong as iq 
an the. Wheat to ſprout in a very little Time, 

it is as difficult to dry it again; I may 
fy, much more difficult to dry it again, thay 
when it lies or ſtands in open common Fie 

Now here may 2215 a aer, that, if Wheat 

z bound up in a dewy Morning aſſoon as reaped, 
it will in Courſe Todkee a great Dampneſs in the 

Sheaves. To clear this Objedtion, J have to offer, 

that though Dews oftentimes fall in great Quantis 

ties, and wet much, yet, as they are for the moſf 

Part only a ſuperficial Moiſture, are; ſoon 
dried away, by the Heat that ſuch early — cloſe 

Shocking and Capping will produce, Their Way 

i therefore here is, not to begin Reaping ſo ſoon in 
a2 Morning as we do in Hertfordſbire, but the 
hold working later at Night than we do, becault 
the evening Damps are not regarded by them. 
And, if the Dews are very great in the Morning, 
they let the Wheat lie ſpread in Bands, fil the 

Sun and Wind in ſome Meaſure dry it up; then, 
in the Beginning of the Heat of the Day. they 

bind up, ſhock, and cap, as I ſaid before. But 
the great Benefit of this excellent Management | is 

Further proved by what follows. 

_ . Secondly, By ſuch early Binding, Shocking, af 
Capping, the Degree of Heat is retained and 
increafed in the Sheaves, when they are ſo bound, 

| ſhocked, and capped, which certainly is a great 
| Means to preferve the fine, natural, bright Colour of 
the Grain, ſo much valued by Wheat-buyers ; ; who 
well know, that, if Wheat is of ſuch a good Coy 1 
the Flour of it. muſt conſequently be ver 3 
_— and white, and, on that Account, * 
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N / larket, than „ 
Perfedtions} as that Wheat generally don Hh — 
feveral Days in Reaps on the Ground. 
 Thirdy, Again, this carly Way of reaping, bind. 
ling, ſhocking, and -ca 2 ng very much prevents 
the pilfering Gleaner ſtealing Wheat in the 


Field; for, r, While it lies inlooſeFeapson the Ground; 
it is more than ordinary expoſed to the Rapine of 
the Ficld-enemies, who t. e all Opportunities of 


robbing the Farmer, but moſt of all when Wheat 
tics thus expoſed ; for, when it lies thus flat on the 
Ground, and if they come in the Night-time and 
take a little from each Reap, it is almoſt impoſſible 
to miſs it, But, when it ſtands in Shocks, 'the 
Theft can be much better diſcerned, where they 
pulled out or cut off Wheat-Ears, for here tlie 
Gleaners generally a pair of Sciſſars by their 
Sic, and a Bag before them to put in the Ears 
| they cut off from the Straw, in order to lighten their 
Burthen, for many times they are obliged to go to 
Wa conſiderable Diſtance from Home. But; ſome- 
times, and too often, they make an ill Uſe of theſe 
Sciffars, by cutting off the Ears of the Bands 
ee, that hang within- ſide the Shock out of 
Sight, and alſo from the Inſide of the Sheaves, 
_ hich cannot preſently be eaſily diſcovered, And 
Wo prone are —. in theſe Parts, to.abuſe the - 
Farmers in robbing them of their Corn, while it 
= ftands in Shocks, that many of them are provoked 
Wo let the Poor of other Pariſhes come into their 
ields to glean, by Way of Revenge: Which they 
could not do, if their own Poor would but behave 
& cmſclves honeſtly, A certain Gentleman that 
of 1d ſome of his 0050 Land in his Hands, for fur- 
iſhing his Houſe with Bread; and other Neceſſaries, 
ad ſeveral Shocks of Wheat intirely carried off his 
bo Land, in one Night's Time, by thieving Cleaners, - | 
; vr are ſaid to commit Ez Piece of " 
2 | or 
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* two NS ua. | On was, bett . had 
Peak againſt him, on Axcount: of his Naias 
they termed it: The other was, becauſe his Shocks 
| ſtood at a great Diſtance from any Houſe, which 
gave them an Opportunity to carry off their 
| with the more Safety: Likewiſe, by this Way. of 
reaping, binding, ſhocking, and capping,” 
are emboldened to let their Wheat a Week 
two, in fair Weather, in the Field without uricazh 
ping, that it may paſs through a ſmall Fermentation 
for, in this Northern Fart, they never uncap, unleſs 
great Rains indeed force them to it; and then ĩt 
becauſe the two capping Sheaves are quite 
thorough, which to dry again, they ſpread on the 
Ground, and ſo; perhaps the wetted Sheaves of the 
whole Shock. Thus by letting Wheat paſs through 
a fmall Fermentation, while it remains cloſely 
ſhocked in the Field, it will ſweat: the leſs in. the 
Mow or Stack, and be delivered from the Damp 
neſs of Weeds, and the Power of their perniciom 
Heats : For if Wheat, by any extreme or — | 
Cauſe; ſweats too much in the Mow or Stack, it in 
Courſe leſſens the Brightneſs of that Colour that ought i 
with our greateſt Care to be preſerved: This is nat 
an inſignificant Item, if duly. conſidered, for it is 0f 
great Moment to the Farmer, to the Buyer, and 
and to the Eater's Intereſt, to enjoy Wheat and it 
Bread, in its beſt Condition; which cannot be 
done, unleſs a right Management attends the cut 
down Wheat in the Field, for, according to the 
common Saying, A great deal happens ſometimts. 
between the Field and the Barn. Wheat, theres 
fore, ought always to ſtand a Week art leaſt to 
ferment i in Shocks, to cure both that and Weeds 
that may be among itz then there will be no 
Manner of Danger of mow-burning, the Wheat, a8 
it often happens to be, when inned too ſoon, 10 
the Farmer's great Dam age, I muſt indeed when z 


4 


where a very mall ompany of 
ap their Wheat off four - thoroug | 
— is called to- bout Stitches, as many doin 
the Cbilturn Country of - Hertfordſhire" a 
Places: There, I ſay, Reaping and: Binding — 
ame Time cannot be ſo well done as in Vale or other: 
groad- lands, becauſe, in theſe: two- bout Landis, 
zach Man cannot reap more than oneat a Time, and 
therefore cannot perform this without a great deal 
f Trouble more than ordinary; accordingly itt 
s ſeldom or never done. Nor can ſuch Reaping 
ind Binding at the ſame Time be rightly done in 
hree · bout Lands, becauſe the Reaper muſt go too 
* to get enough to make a Sheaf before — binds 
t. But, in four- bout Lands, it may be done by 
| — People working on the ſame Larid, at one and 
the ſame Time, by laying Bands on the Ridge, and 
dinding up directly, or as they come back, which. 
aſt is the quicker and beſt Way; and when, they 
ere ſhock their Wheat- ſheaves, they take them 
rom off the two outermoſt of three Lands, and 
place the Shock- row upon the middle Land, that 
e Cart nad r tull Room! to "kt and Wehr 
them off. al 
The orga Importenty of curing a . beat 
„ the Field, and the Deficiency of all Authors in not 
writing on this valuable Subject. The great Im- 
dortance of curing cut down Wheat in the Field, 
s eaſily known to the meaneſt Ruſtic, becauſe 
n the Goodneſs of this golden Grain depends its 
ale; and, if the Farmer fails in this, he fails in his 
rincipal Prop: For, by one Year's Wheat-crop, 
e mult pay two Years Rent, that is; the Year the 
heat grows in, and the third or follaw Year 
I yhen nothing grows on the fallow Land, becauſe 
eis under a Preparation for the next Year's Wheat- 
75 But admit he has a plentiful Crop of 
cat, and this Wheat Proves muten or abounds. 
with 
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Price in Compariſon of that which"is 


ſells at fo mean a Rate as three Shillings 


Harveſt · men, his Taxes, His 
his Butcher's Bill, and a thouſand other incident Ex- 


2 conſiderable Sum by the bad Huſbandi 
Wheat - crop, in the Manner I have been deſc cribmg, 


Places elſe, in the Year 1742, who ſuffered very 
Days on the Ground in open Reaps; they bound it 


knew. Of this important Matter of direcking in 


1 will in 2 ot Amt: — ard Makin 
— — to thele, or ny of theſe Misfortunes, 


another is added of inning a Wheat- crop that has 


growed or ſprouted in the Field, after being eit 
down, and Wien: has loſt its fine beighrCotour 
and is wet or damp, then it will fetch à very low 
| got in clear 
of theſe Damages. For, when a Saclt of Wheat it 
ſet don in a Market, the firſt Thing a Wheat 
Buyer does, is to thru his Hand into it, to feel 
whether” it is damp for, if — cold, as their 
common Phraſe or A* he then 

forbears looking on ques win in of d 
Wheat. If he does buy ſuch Wheat, it muſt be 2 
at an exceſſive low Price. But in eaſe the beſt Wheat 
a Boſhel, us 
it did in September 1742, what Chance has ſuch a 
Farmer to pay his Rent, by the Time his Month er 
rly Servants Wages, 


pences are defrayed ; and above all, when he has loſt 
of his 


Surely ſuch a Farmer is in the high Road of breaking? 
Yet this was partly the Caſe of ſeveral in the Weſteri 
Part of Hertfordſhire, and I am afraid in many 


much by their miſmanaging their Wheat - crop in 
the Field, after it was cut down; for they were 0 
very eager of inning it, that, after ir had lain ſever 


without capping the Shock afterwards, and 
buried it in damp, though it proved the fineſt 
Harveſt (bleſſed be God for Fe ) that ever I 


a particular Manner, how Wheat-crops, after Cut- 


ting down, ſhould be managed in the Field, all 
A 


Authors that I haye read (as I ſaid) have heen - 
geficient, even that moſt ingenious practical and 
raluable Author the late Mr. Jeibro Tull, as well 
nd how neceſſary it is to give the World this 
Account, may appear by the right and wrong Ma- 
agement of cut down: Wheat-crops, while in the 
Field ; as it is perfarmed by the Hertfordſhirs 
d Buckingham/bire, | and the wiſer Northern 
ever knew them reap and bind as they go, 
hough Backinghamſbire for the moſt Part is a 
Vale, and Hertfordſbire a hilly or Chilturn Country: 
et, as I have obſerved, it is conſtantly done in 
Ome of the hither Parts of the North, and in Kent, 5 
Wo their very great Advantage: But of ſuch Force 
the Chain of Antiquity and Cuſtom, that it 
aſſes Farmers, more than any other Set of Men 
n England, oftentimes to follow and practiſe thoſe. 
lethods lefs advantageous, then what their near” 
| eighbours do. e ; | : 1 


1 ws A 2 W kj 
I 8 of * 

a 8 8 # | 2 ; ©” ye & ; wy * 
: g * * 2» ; * e 8 — 3 

= x = * . * ' , 5 i 


2 So RET EE . 


* 
* 2 


2 


— 
1 —O LS. nt 24 „ I EET WRT ——_ * * — "7 n IF — Wi, W 


le Benefits of ſowing a ror Wheat-ſced on 


4 proper Soil, &c, 


"A D R. Plott's Obſervations on Huſoandry.— This 
= Gentleman declares in his Writings, that he. 
inks Agriculture the leaſt improved of all other 
, tho' it deſerves it moſt; for, as he ſays: Let 
mers entertain what Notion they will of their 
bilities, and fancy they have brought Farming 
che greateſt Perfection, and therefore refuſe to 
cctiſe any new Method, though never ſo bene- 
aal; yet he is bold to tell them, that if they were 
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not known, or is intirely neglected in moſt other 
Counties. The ſame is true of long Cone-whegt 


Birds, nor ſuffers by Mildews, one of which 


i 
> vey ws uw 


would pur in Practice ſuch Improvements as E hi 
may be informed of, - there would not be ſuch yeatly 
Complaints of Loſſes by uncertain Crops of Grait 

by Smuttineſs, by Blights; by the Laying of Com 
and by other Accidents that often happen: On the 


Contrary, Farmers are ſo ignorant of ſowing pro- 


per Seeds in proper Soils, and even unacquainted 
with Variety of Grains, though they grow neat 
them, that they commonly commit great Miſtake 
on theſe very Accounts; for Proof of which, he ſays, 
in Oxfordſhire, there is a Wheat called mix*d L.ammias 
being a white-eared red Wheat, that produces 
more certain Crop, and greater e than any 
other Wheat; and yet was unknown to many 
Farmers in the . County. Accordingly be 
ſays, the Grains of one County are much leſs known 
in another County, as is obvious by the 
Straw-wheat, that ſeldom or never ſmuts, 1 
Perfection moſt pleaſing to Wheat - buyers, yet it vn 


though it ſeldom or never lodges, or is eaten by 


three Misfortunes ſometimes cauſes the Loſs of 4 
Farmer's Crop, Alſo the great Benefits, . that 
Putney or Rath-ripe Barley is endowed with, as fat 
as I can hear, has not brought it into Uſe, any 
ee but in Cornwal, Wiltſhire, Berkſhire, and Os 
fordſbire, altho* the Profits of its early ripenitght 
one would think, ſhould induce Perſons to fend 
for its Seed in Haſte to great Diſtances, for it kW 

been ſown, mowed,. and inned itr two Month 
Time ; ſeldom ever exceeding ten Weeks at mol, 
notwithſtanding the cold Spring, wet Autumn, and 
very great Droughts, that may happen in the Tim 
of its Growth: Which Benefits will be the betti! 
— when it is conſidered how othe 
Counts 


ry 1 i. * hed n D + = "7 — * Ll 
F OY IO I SE gp Ir, : 
\ „ * n r « _ LS 0 
= ee 3s of "= 
o ry o ELL. 
" l SY A 
7 = 


s 


— 


* - 6 
. 4 * * 8 wa; : 
U o ned, oh 
7 I 3. 
* 0 


ounties. ſu 
innot ſow 


„ when many Farmers h. en 
Lacimas, as, he ſays; he ſaw in Kent and other Places, 
thich he th ught, never became ripe : From — 


et it l 
wheat, 
ten by 
which 


- moſt auſe it is a Wheat that will grow upon any Soil 
in, and here Wheat can well grow. But it concerns all 
Tin = ſend for it to me, to let me know the Soil 
beter ey would ſow it on, that I may provide that 
other accordingly which comes off a contrary Soil 
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a t0 ſow this 1 in tk he © common | Seaſons Sf Fig er or 
_*OFober, it may be, and is often, bew 
Months of Maden, December, Famary, ard Fl 
* bruary, with good Succeſs z and ſometimes ſuch u 
Sowing has ont-done the forward Sowing oli 
Wheat, in very fruitful Years, when ſuch Whey 
has been ſo Winter- proud, as to ſpend itſelf" 
forward, and then it is ſet and ſtunted in hn 
and May, when it ſhould rally and grow mol 


vigorous. In ſhort, this Wheat will bear Sowiny 
later than any of the Re Sorts, and therefor 


s a very neceſſary Sort to follow: a Clover, Furneg 


Rye, or Cole- crop, that is eaten off before the E 
of February. As to the red Lammas Wheat, which 
the Doctor ſays, ſeldom or never ſmuts, I m 
take Leave to aſſert the Contrary, that it bt 
Wheat more liable to the Damage of Blight 
Strokes, and Mildews than any other, and not le 
to Smut than others. But, as to the long Cons 
Wheat, he is abſolutely right in his Character d 
it, in writing that it is the leaſt ſubject of al 
others to the Rapine of Fowls, to the Damage 


HBlights or Strokes, and to Lofs by that Epide- 


mical Diſeaſe of Corn, called *. et more tha 
ordinary to the ruinous Accident + falling down 


before it is reaped, for, the Reaſons I have befor 
aſſigned, and to the Beaks of Birds, while its large 
bo died Seed lies near the Surface; but, in the upright 


Far, it is out of their Power to hurt it, becaur 
its ſtrong Beard ſaves it. And, though the Dodo 
has a little miſſed the Mark in ſome of theſe Part 
culars, he is very excuſeable, becauſe- the 
ꝓerience of Wheat-crops was not near ſo comiion 
in his Days as now, and therefore he may perhaft 
take their Character upon Truſt from on or mor 
Farmers, who had not much Trial of the Matter: 
For, as to the Doctor himſelf, it muſt be confeſſes, 
5 was a very learned worthy Gentleman, as ap- 
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other Parts 


ind. But where ſuch Water-carriage lies near 


entleman nor Farmer ſhould be without it, for 


leſden Farmers fetch it by Land-carriage | near 
thirty Miles. Therefore, if afiy Perſon will order 
e Money to be paid me for it, on Delivery of it 


aithfully ſend the true Sort. And, as Barley was 
ever better got into the Barn, than it was in this 


and ſent them between this and February next, may 
njoy the Seed in the higheſt Perfection. My Way 
s to charge the intrinſic Neat Price I buy. it at, 
and leave it to the Buyer to allow me, for my 
rouble, what he thinks I deſerve. And, to prevent 
WP! Barley's being ſome Part of it green, ſome ha 

| 2 and a third Part full ripe at Harveſt, which 
often occaſions the bad Malt it makes to deceive 
the Brewer, I have publiſhed a Steeping-Receipt 


be obliged to come up at once in the greateſt 
Drought, and grow a- pace, if no Rain fall after- 
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F this Nation. Hie further obſeryes, that Rath- . 
ine Barley is ſown in too few Places, and that, if 
is was more ſown; there would be many plentiful 
WT rops enjoyed of Barley, where little or none N 
ich is certainly true, as yearly. Experience, and 
Wc Sowing it in remote Parts, plainly proves. 1 
ave ſent it as far as Cumberland, by putting it on 
board a Ship at London for Newcaſtle; from whence. 


he Place of Sowing, or if Land carriage direct 
om my Houſe, or from where the Barley-ſeed. 
grows, is not too expenſive, I am of Opinion, no 


he Sake of its many beneficial Qualities : - And fo 
valuable is this Rath-ripe Barley-ſeed, that we Gad- 


o the Maſter-of a Ship or to a Waggoner, L will 


ear 1742, any Perſon, that will have it bought 


hat too common Misfortune of ſuffering by a i 


in my Praical Farmer, by which Barley-ſeed will 


wards for two Months together. And if the 
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nured, there's no Peary —4— the K Heaven, 
an infinite Service by 7 455 on this 
any the C 
ticular, is well known to tho tle: 
others who have experienced this! a. and 
| Berries in Suffolk, in the very dry Summer of 1730 


When four Buſhels of Barley was the come 
QVantity off an Acre of their ſandy Soil; But hen 


es diſtant F to come and behold the 2 


1 have, in that, wrote largely on the fame, by 


Wheat ſown in Chalks, Gravels, and Sands, i 


itſelf before its due Time, to the great Dam 


ull fine papers on. 


Acre of Las 


ounties of Suffolk" SE in 


provement. One Caſe of this was obvious; © — 


grew ſeveral Quarters un one Acte of the ſaine ſatidy 
Earth, by means of the Ownerts infuſing his Batley: 
ſeed, e to my Receipt, which . — man 
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2 ED Wheat i in ah Leude de. 


O ſow Wheat in chatly Gravel a Sans: - 
As September is the moſt proper Month 0 
to ſow all ſtiff Loams and Clays Naeh Wheat-ſeed] 


giving ſufficient Reaſons, why Wheat, in fy 
Soils; ſhould be ſown rs ct than ordinary, i 
order to prevent this beſt of Grain's being ap 
pled, or loſt, by the Froſts and chilly Wets ſtunt: 
ing its Gtowth, in its Infancy, contrary to thi 


that Month; which, by Reaſon of their hot and 
dry Natures and too forward Sowing, wobld 
force on its Growth ſo faſt, as to cauſe it to ſpend 


if not to the Ruin of the Crop, às ir has off 
Ferrer — * * J udgment W 


| or Praftition 2 fx te Tek, 
fee iſt e 9 lags cho Sewing, f ſtiff 
[Loatns or clayey Grounds, in ORober, and a chal- 
ky Gravel or Sand, in September; he would prove 
himſelf to be only a Theory-Author ; and the 
Farmer, that follows his Rules, diſcover himſelf 
to be an ignorant Huſbandman., Or, if an Au- 
thor ſhould adviſe to ſow Wheat, without diſtin- 
guiſhing the Nature of the Seed, the ooh ko the 
Time of ſowing it, &c. be would, in plain 
Terms, act like a monſtrous Quack, in 155 Pre- 
| tenfions to the Art of Phyſic, Who, not knowing 
how to adapt a proper Medicine to a particular 
Piſeaſe, may; very likely, kill his Patient, inſtead 
of curing Rim. But bY learned and ingenious 
Mr. Werlid e, whoſe Parts F do not pretend to 
come near, Foneſtly declines particular Directions, 
relating to the Sewing of Wheat-ſeed, at a proper 
Time and in a proper Soil; becauſe he only 
| wrote, or touched, on the many Branches of Hui- 
| bandry, and frankly owned his Inability of direct- 
ing a Farmer 1 in this Point, according to his own. 
| Words, w_ 

I There is not any Grain, in our European Ter- 
| ; ritories, more uniyerſally uſeful - and neceſſary. 

+ than Wheat; whereof there are ſeveral Sorts; 
« ſome more-agreeable and better thriving on ſome 
| * Sorts of Land than on others, fo that it con- 
+ duceth much to the Huſbandman's Advantage, 
© rightly to underſtand the natural Temper of his 
$ Land, and what Species of Grain, and particular 
e Sort of ſuch Grain, beſt agreeth with the Nature 
|< of it; 2s, ſome Sorts of Land bear Pulſes 
| * better than Corn, ſome bear Barley better than 
Wheat, and ſome Sorts of Wheat prove better 
| © on cold ſtiff Land, than on hot and dry, Ec. 
+ We find many Sorts of Wheat, mentioned in 
our 


e Red. trau Wheat, " Rivet-wheat, - white and 
red, \Pollard-wheat, white and red, great and 
'F "{mall, 5 Turky Wheat, pirky Wheat, BY 
Wheat, flaren Wheat; I ſupp e the ſame, 
8 ſome Places, is called Lammas heat; Chiltzes 
grave Wheat, - Saracens. Wheat, with ſeveral 
other Names, though, it is probable, they may 
be the ſame Sorts. The grey Pollard, — lay, 
- © delights. beſt on ſtiff Lands, and ſo do the g. 
grave, flaxen Wheat, and Lammas, on indiffe- 
rent Land, and Saracens. Wheat on any. Rut 
« what the different Natures of theſe, and ſeveral 
db other Sorts are, and, in what Land they principal- 
' © ly delight, and the Differences of their Culruge, 
6 1 leave to the more ingenious and expert Huſ⸗- 
z < bandman to find out and diſcover.* To which 
he adds, It is obſerved: that the bearded 
Wheat ſuffereth not by Mildew, becauſe the 
Beard thereof is a Kind of Defence to preſerye ii 
from the Dew. Wheat is uſually ſown in the 
Autumn, and beſt in a wet Seafon ; —. Triti 
cum Luto, Hordeum Pulvere, conſerite; — and ei- 
ther earlier, or later, as the Nature of the Land 
and Situation of the Place require.'— ' This} 
leads me to remark on all. that Mr. Bradley writes 
on Wheat in the Month of September, as follows: 
About the End of this Month (September) iow 
Wheat in . moiſt Lands, firſt taking Care 0 
make convenient Drains, to carry off the Web, 
if it ſhould happen in too great Abundance. 
And, to prevent the Wheat's becoming ſmutty, 
uſe the ollowing Brine to ſteep your Wheats 
ſeed in, which was publickly recommended by 
the late Colonel Plummer of Hertfordſhire, and is 
of great Uſe : Having choſen the Wheat you 
would ſow, waſh it well in a Tub, through 
three or four n Waters, tiring i it with 3 
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| large Stick wich great Force,” and fle 
 all-the light Wheat which ſwims on the Top of 
the Water; and when you have thus cleanſed your 
Wheat, put it in the following Liquor: Put a ſuf- 
ficient Quantity of Water in a large Tub that hath 

a Tap; to this put as much Salt, as, when it is 


« ſtirred about, wiſl make an Egg ſwim; then add 


as much Salt, as before, and ftir it very well; after 
which, put two or three Pounds of Allum beat- 
en very fines and ſtir it about. This muſt be 
uſed like the ordinary Brines, only the Wheat 


nothing; though the common Opinion is, that 
Steeping ſo long kills the Seed in the Wheat, 
but EN teaches the Contrary, Tou muſt 
take your Wheat out, the Night before you fow 
it, and ſit ſome ſlaked Lime on it, which ſerves 
only to make it dry enough to ſow. It is 
neceſſary to add ſome more Water to this Brine, 

as it waſtes, with Salt proportionable to the Wa- 
ter, and about a Pound of Alum. 
Now, to remark on this Receipt, T have to 
write, that it is well known to many in Hertford- 


ſbire eſpecially, that Colonel Plummer was a very 
worthy ſenſible Gentleman, and, I believe, did the + 
World a Piece of Service in giving this Receipt ; 
but I am apt to believe, there was an Item tacked 


to it : That, in Caſe Wheat-ſeed was any Ways 


attended with Smuttineſs, then ſuch Waſhing in 
ſeveral Waters was abſolutely neceſſary, to cleanſe 


[the Seed off its dangerous Naſtineſs, in order to 
prevent 1ts breeding Smut in the next Crop : And 
It is the beſt Way of all others ſo to do; as I have 


in laſt Month, I think, ſufficiently ſhewn. But I 
never knew, that a clear ſound Wheat-ſced ſtood 
in Need of its being wathed in ſeveral Waters 


before Brining, in all my Life, and I have occu- 


pied my own and rented other Lands, for between 


twenty 


muſt ſteep thirty or forty Hours, for leſs ſignifies ' - 


— — 


\ 


8 as good as forty, provided the Seed, aſteſ 


G 


twen ne Fen fuck, Walkin 
2 Courſe, be needleſs. Again, I 1 
3 writes in this Receipt, that Steeping 
Wheat-ſced leſs than thirty or forty Hour ſigni 
bes 1 _ Tavgr the; Contrary; for, by cm 
mon Experience, it is proved, that twelve Hqun 


Infuſiong is thoroughly limed, — applying 4 
-right true Stone. lime to it. The late famous My, 
Belfield, of Studbam, in Herifordſbire, was ul 
known to the Weſtefn Part of that County as «lf 
Teoman that poſſeſſed a large Tract of — 
that he held in his own Hands many Vears, con- 
1. of plowed incloſed Fields of different Seil 
This Man never let his Wheat ſeed Jie in a Brine 
that would but ſwim, an Egg, above one or tuo 
Hours, at maſt; and all his Neighbours were ſei: 
ſible, he hardly ever had any ſmutty Wheat. Ani 
it is in ſuch common Practice, both in Vale and 
 Chilturn Lands, to ſteep Wheat · ſeed in Brine bu 
twelve Hours, or leſs, that J never knew any er 
ceed that Time; nay I am certain, that there an 


two Ways of preparing and ſecuring Wheat-ſeed 


againſt Smuttineſs, without brining it, as it U 


yearly experienced; and ſo fare are theſe Methods 
that they did not fail the Farmers, even in dle 


great ſmutty Years of 1740, 1941, 1742, f. 

ain, Mr. Bradley ſays, that the Liming of When 
| cnt only to dry it the better for Hand-ſowing 
A, Falſhood ſo wide of the Truth, that I nere 
knew any Farmer but what laid a greater Streſs oi 
the Liming than Brining: Accordingly 1 1 
more than once, in my Travels been aſked; 
Way of fitting my Judgment, which was 1 
efficacious, the Salting or Liming of Wheat-ſeed 
If I had anſwered, the firſt was, I had been fine! 
in for a rank Dupe. - N. B. But, as: L ha 


engaged my Pen to write on Sowin Wheat-ſce 
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Y O I they- ſow their Wheat between Amer- 
1 ſham and Uxbridge in Bucks.— In this 
Part of the Country, their Land is of ſeveral Na- 
ures, as a Gravel, a gravelly Loam, ſtony pebbly 
crth, and leſs of the ſtiffer Sorts ; which obliges 
hem to plow” their Lands, and to ſow their 
Nheat, in divers Manners, as in Bfoad-lands, in 
wo Bout-lands, and in three or four Bont-lands, - 
_—y 3 them with the two-wheel Hertfordſhire 
2 ow-plough, the, two - wheel Bobrail-plough, 
ee two-wheel Wood-chip Plough; the two-wheel 
ertfordſbire double Plough, the two-wheel 
WV heat-ſeed Plough, and the pecked-ſhare Foot- 
ough, according to the Nature of the Soil and 
Wcaſon of the Year. When they ſow their Wheat 
here by the Wheel, Fallow, or Bobtail-plough, 
hey ſow it in Gravels or dry Loams, by harrowing 
rin, in Broad-lands. When they. ſow it, by the 
ecked-ſhare Foot-plough, in a dry Loam, they 
* x e plow 
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they do it in three. or four Bout · lan 
the: 
ſtiff Loam, or in one thar-is between a Loarn WM 


excellent Plough will perform to great Perfect 
beyond any ſingle Plough whatſoever that is mad 


one another, the one, by immediately folle 


apt to fall away from the Wheat-ſeed, to Its grei 
only a Stitch at a Bout, but finiſhes it, as ta 


Bouts to finiſh a Stitch, and then the Ploughthai 
can be hented up for good; in which Interval 0 


deed, where a Wheat; ſtiteh is made by a Foot and 
9 Wheel-plough following one — (i. directh 
the one to draw out, and the other to hent up, it 


Men, and two Boys, to drive; employed, in tif 


and one Driver. But, for a much fuller Expland- 


which double Plough I will furniſh, Any; Perſon 


plow i it 60 ſpraining in the Seed, or r firſt ſowil 
Broad-caſt and then plowing it in. Ne 
ſow it hete by the 5 Wood 2735 

at pi 


ſtiffer Sort that is, In Earth that is a wen 


à Clay. "When they do it by the double Plough 
they 2 it in Gravels, or dry Loams, which thk 


'Uſe of in making of a two Bout- land, or Stitth 
becauſe, the two Shares of the narrow) doth 
. Plough (for there are two Sorts) ſtanding very nea 


the other, keeps up the Thoroughs in beit Place, 
which, when turned by a ſingle Plough, are ver 


Damage; and thus the double Plough 


Whereas a ſingle Plough is obliged to g tm 


commonly draws out the Thoroughs, and the 
Sower ſows moſt, of the Wheat ſeed, before they 


Time, great Rains ſometimes. fall, and ſpoil the 
beſt Part of an Acre, or two, in one Day. I 


anſwers to near one and the ſame Purpoſe; but 
then, here are two Teams, two Ploughs, - tv 


Room of one Team, one Ploughman, one Plough 


tion of this, ſee Page 98, in my New Experiment 
in Huſbandry for the Month of April, and Pages 
in The Modern Huſbandman for the Month of Maj; 


Buck 
ved, 


with, 


* =, I Tp. Ze +4 ne 4 EE ECERRS 
x * I Was * 2 0 "i . 
[ 3 — 
8 1 * 4 4g 
i 3 Way” "= 
” "= 
. Pas - \ x NY 
2 * y 2 TT - 


one ge Hoſbandmen, who underſtand, haw to | 
ake. Uſe of a proper Plough at a proper Time, 
8 according. to the Nature of the Ground, and to 
es it With A Wheat-ſeed that ſuits the Nature of 
400 their Soil. Here they plow a- croſs common | 
5 Forms, they ſtir their Ground in Hacks, Bouts, 
and two and three 1 cs till they get it inta 
0 a fine Tilth, ready to begin Sowing, about the 
th Beginning or Middle of this Month. If the Land 
ies moiſt, and is of the ſtiff Sort, then they ſow. | 
in two Bout-lands with the Wheat-ſeed Wheel- 
- Plough ;_ if it is ſtiffer, then they ſow it with 
9 the Wood-chip Wheel-plough in three and four. 


Bout-lands, of late, they ſow their Ground, in 
two Bout-lands lie thinner and narrower, which 


penetrate them and ſtarve the Wheat, as it hap- 
pened to many, Acres in the Year 1740; which 


1 has frightened many of theſe Farmers from ſowing 
he Wheat in two Bout-lands, for, in three and four 
10 Bout-lands, it lies drier and ſafer from Floods and 


Froſts; which leads me to make a nice Obſervati- 


6 on, on the ne aa OY the Country, dix. 
— Er - Ct 
7 i Ss 

, it c H A P. . n 

but, ” 

two On 4 ferent Sowinge of Wheat in fro pertics 
ly ' #5: 0" Counties. Fa 

um A* Nice Obſervation, on * ſewing Wheat-ſeed 
ens in three and four Bout-lands in Middleſex and 


G 2 nh 


with, at a 1 3 5 1. | theſe Parts hve 
twice in a. Summer, as well as Jong-ways ; in both 
theſe Parts, moſtly. in this Form, becauſe "the. 


gives the Froſty and Wets an eaſy Opportunity ta. | 


Buckinghamſhire.— In laſt Month I have obſer- - 
ved, that their Lands are, for the moſt Part, of a 
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Ma, loamy, clayey Nature in Made 
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tween Amerſham and Uxbridge, 10 154 they ſon 
their Wheat i in three and four Bout - lan. 


oftener than I ever knew any other Country do] 


and flattiſh ; which obli es their. ir 1 $. 
thi Wheat-ſeed in a Manner moſt a E if 
their Earth and its Situation, For this N they 
altogether make Uſe of the Swing-plough, thu 
rally up a Thorough or Furrow very ſhallow, & 
ry deep, into three or four B. out-lands, which 
Val Aclon, they ſow Broad · caſt, and plough. the 
Wheat-ſeed in, aig little, or none, in the 
Water-thoroughs; becauſe, in gathering up the 
arth to leave a large Drain for carrying off the 
Waters, the Seed is gathered up by the Plough, 
and laid to the Bout- lands. Now, they ate obliged 
to leave large Water-thoroughs, to keep thei 
Wheat dry, though it cauſes them to loſe, 1 be 
lieve, more than one Foot of Ground in ſeven, 
. a Field; even more than they 1 Wok in 
Ayleſbury Vale, by ſowing their Wheat in 
59 4. lands; and more than thoſe Farmers do fi 


as I ant 
going to ſhew, After their Ground is got into 1 
ne hollow Tilth ( which: to effect, they ploy 


they plow it, the laſt Time, with their. tw ;-whee! 
Wood-chip Plough into three or four Bout-links, WI 
and commonly ſow two Buſhels and a Half of tha 
pirky or Lammas Wheat (but for tht moſt Part, fr of 
the former) overeach Acre throughout a Field, by Boy 
the , Broad-caft Throw, which ſpreads the Seer, 
over all the Ground, as it lies in the rough. Con- Pol 
dition the Plough left it in. When this is done, in E 
they immediately harrow all ſo flat down, that the WY 
| Seed grows in the Ridge-part of the Land, as . ur 
as in all the Thoroughs z and thus they loſe h Wh 
or no Ground at all, and yet there remains a 5 and 
of Water-thorough for the. Wets to drain off or ; 


which ſeldom cauſes the Wheat, in this 0 of 
| ucks 
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| obliged to have 


that the Wheat may get a good Head againſt the 


uckingbamſbire, to ſuffer that grows in it, becauſe 
er Land here is not of that very ſtiff Nature ax 
6 Hold Water, like, that in Md. How 
ever, of late, theſe Farmers, Who only Harrow all 


their Wheat-ſced in on thefe three and four Bout- 
lands, have been proved by Experience to be wrong 
in their Management z I mean, in their Mode of 
ſowing their Wheat-ſced all at once, becaule it thus 
lies expoſed on the Top of the Ground to Ffoſts 
and Droughts ; and therefore it Nome be 2 much 
ſecurer Way, to ſow Half the Wheat-ſeed. firſt 


| Broad-caſt. and pl ir in, an the other Half 


Broad-caſt on the rough Ground and harrow it in. 
As a Proof of this &ellent Way, a Trial has Been 
made; and the Succeſs of it cauſed it to be 
approved of by fome of the more knayvitig Sort 
of Farmers, who now follbw no other Method of 

ere the Drill-huſbatidry will not anſwer, 


been theſe Sorts of Lands are either too ſtony, or 


too {tiff and wet: Therefore, if I could not write 
on different Soils, my Pen muſt ſtop, or I muſt be 
e to Theory, and direct only 
what, by an uncertain Notion,I may think probable, 
An Account f [owing Wheat-ſeed in the chalky 
Soils of Ivinghoe Common-field, Tn chalky Soils, 
Wheat-ſeed is cotrimonly ſown early in this Poon of 


froſty Seaſon. Here ſome ſow their Seed in two' 
Bout-lands, others in Broad-lands; the Advocates 
for the firſt ſay it is beft done ſo, becauſe, in this 
Poſture, the Wheat-ſeed cannot well be buried as 
in Broad-lands, and that, as one Thorough ſhelters 
another, the Winds have not ſo much Power to 
hurt it, as in Broad-lands. Others alledge, that 
Wheat, lying in the Stitch-ſhape, lies too high 
and dry, and is much more expoſed to the Violence 
of Winds and Froſts than fas ſowed in Broad- 


lands; for, when it lies in Broad - lands, it remains 
| L an 


| 4 grows, in an even, To ſoug bg is 
moſt of all out of the Power of F Winds, nd 
Droughts; and, when Wheet-feed is fown in 
Chalks, and they are dreſſed with rotten Dut 8. 
or better with Rags, as the commom Way is in 
our Parts, it will keep this Earth warm, moiſt, 
hallow, and looſe, free of the Danger of binding in 
and buryi ng the Seed. When chalky Ground is 
ſown with Wheat, it ought to be done, when the 
Ground is moiſt or wet, that this looſe Earth ma 
cloſe: with the Seed, and cauſe it to ſtand l 
Wann the Seyerity of Weather; for, if a Chalk is 
own in a very looſe dry Condition, the Wheat will 
very likely fall down, before it is ripe, and be 
damaged by the Growth of the Poppy, for molt 
Part, af the Summer. In order to ſow Wheat 
in this chalky Soil, after the laſt Plowing, but one, 
is performed, all the Ground is to be harrowed 
| Plain; and then, if the Land is to be dreſſed with 
woollen Rags, that have been chopped, they empty, 
a Sack of them at certain Diſtances, on each Acre 
of Land, till they have laid three or four hundred 
Weight of ſuch Rags on the ſame : Then come 
A Man with a Seed-cot, who fills it ſeveral Time 
from each Heap, and ſtrews the Rags, in as exact 
a Quantity as [6 can, all over the Acre. When 
this is done, the Seedſman comes next, and ſows 
out of a Seed-cot, by Way of Broad-caſting, two 
Buſhels, or two and a Half, or two and three 
Pecks of pirky Wheat-ſeed (which-is the beſt Sort 
of all others for a dry, lean, chalky Soil) over all 
the Acre of Land. Then the Ploughman begins 
his Work, and, with his Foot-plough, turns and 
plows. all the Rags and Seed in together; aſſoon 4 
one Acre is done, he begins another, and ſo on, 
till the whole Field, or Piece of Ground, is finiſhed, 
in which Condition he leaves it, till Weeding-time 


in N or r N when the Farmer, with Weed 
' © hooks 


'On different | Sow, ” 
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books, and Hands, is generally well employed; 
with Weed-hooks, to cut up ſome Sort of Weeds, 
and with Hands to pull up others; as, the de- 
tructive Curlock and Poppy, which generally infeſt 
this' Sort of Ground more than others, eſpecially 
the rel WIKFFRODY, 
| The Benefits of ſowing Wheat in the Brodd-land 
P ture, 


c. In chalky, ſandy, and gravelly Soils, 
they do not begin to ſow Wheat, till about the 
Beginning of this Month, as I ſaid; becauſe the 
dry warm Nature of theſe Earths, if aſſiſted by 


1 good Dreſſing, will throw up a cover Time enough 
3 to ſecure the Wheat againſt froſty Weather, and 
fl the better when the Seed is plowed in with their 


Foot-Plough, by reaſon its broad-pointed Share will 
as turn the ſhalloweſt Thorough that can be deſired; 
1 which is what is perfectly neceſſary to be done, 
n eſpecially where a hard Rag- ſtone, or hurlucky 

Bottom, lies under the Chalk, as it does in Tuinghoe 


1 Common: field, and in many other Places, that is of 
0 ſo looſe and hungry a Nature, as to devour and 
=] conſume ſome Sorts of light Dreſſings in a little 
8 Time, to the Starving of the Wheat- roots. Here, 
a therefore, ſeveral of their beſt Huſbandmen drefs 
53 this dry, lean, looſe, and hungry Soil twice in the 
7 Fallow-ſeaſon s once by folding over all the Land, 
A and at Sowing-time with Rags, as I have ſhewn. 


Others dreſs with the Fold in the Summer, and 
_ ith London Soot in the Spring-time ; but nothing 
comes up to the woollen Rag in this Soil, becauſe, 
the Rag being of a greaſy, tough, and ſpungy 
Nature, it lodges and holds Water a long Time, 
cps the Roots of the Corn moiſt in dry Land, 
warms them in cold Weather, and cauſes them to 
withſtand the Waſh of Rains, that eaſily carry 
down ſome of the lighter Dreſſings into the Hurlock 
or Rag-ſtone, to the great Loſs of much of their 
Vertue, But here, in this open Common: field, it 

has, 
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ſhallow Surface was ſo highly expoſed, that he 
Winds and Froſts made an eaſy Penetration, and 
with the Waſh of Rains, cauſed the Earth to. fall 


OF ey RY OG 1 en * x OY 
— - . EC CO OTC 
2 . — — — — 


thoſe, that remained, "had o weak a Bottom, 
before Harveſt, many of them could not ſuſtain — 
Stalks in an upright Growthz whereas, when When 
is ſowed in Broad- lands, their flat Poſition ſecurs 
it very much againſt theſe Diſaſters. Now, When 
| they ſow theſe Broad-lands with Wheat-ſced' Ang 


| ſpraining the Seed in oy a Man' s Hand ter 0 


narrow Compaſs, and alſo falls the harder and he 
cloſer and deeper in the Ground, which conflnes th 
Seed to come up the more in Rows: But, when i | 
ſown * 


and chalky Loams, and intire Lands, and wheneye 


becauſe this narrow Plough turns up a narrof 
Thorough ; and it is a ſtanding Rule in Huſ 


- why, but becauſe the Ground is thus more 


drier, and, at the ſame Time, enjoy the greatili 


plentiful Crops s of Wheat, by n 
Two-wheel Wen blovak”, and 
Seed in two Bout- lands: But now they ar 
of this Way, and have left it off to ſoyy 125 
| Teed on Broad - lands, as ae becauſe, 2950 
_obſerved; as it lay in the Stitch-poſture, the gh 


away from the Roots gf the Whats, and 5 the 


uncovered, and many * Bar died; 3 15 
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plow it in, the Sower ſows the Seed twice 1 


Place Broad- caſt; „ which is a better Way 


Plough, becauſe the Wheat is then ſown / in { 


it falls light and will come event! 
and better. Thus, in all Night dry. Loams, fand 


Ground is light and fine, the beſt Way i is to hy 
Wheat-ſced Broad-caſt in Broad-lands, and p 
it in with the two-wheel Pea-ſtitch Fog | 


the more Thoroughs, the greater the. Coop, of 
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made finer and looſer, and the Thoroughs lie 5 
whereby the Wheat- roots are kept the warmer and 


Supply of Mould to nouriſh n all = 1 
afte 


ds, ae, Swings of Welt. 49 
er : For it is certain, that many Crops of Wheat 
ive been very much damaged, 2 and 
rrning large Thoroughs on the Seed, which has 
bried Tome, and left others in a ſhallow Con- 
tion; for, between large Thoroughs, the Corn 
as not its due Share of Mould,” and therefore is 
e more expoſed to the Violence of Froſts, the 
hill of Waters, and to the Deſtruction of Weeds. 
ut where Wheat-ſeed is to be ſown in a ſharp 
hy Gravel, where little Mould lies between its 
all Stones; I ſay here, the beſt Way to ſow 


and Theat is in Broad-lands, and after the following 
a2, fanner : When this Earth is plowed into Broad- 
her nds, for the laſt Time, then, on the rough, 
Jet round, ſow Half your Wheat-ſeed Broad-caſt 
mw nce in a Place, and harrow it once in a Place; 
hen hen this is done, ſow the other Half of the 


heat-ſeed-once in a Place Broad-caſt, and harrow 


D. in twice in a Place croſs-ways, and the Field is 
2 dne with. Now, why the Management of ſowing 
TV heat-ſced in Chalks differs from it in Gravels, is 
be accounted for thus: This gravelly Soil has 
hes mmonly a poor Bottom, and, therefore, the 
VT cpcr the Wheat-ſced lies, the greater Poverty it 
it OT] meet with, for, if any Part of a Ground is 
nod, it is the Surface or upper Part; and becauſe 
nd) is Earth is the moſt binding Sort of all others, 
Cr, if a Farmer has not a dry Time to ſow his 
lov BP beat-ſced here, he will be badly off. I have a three 
oY Wc re incloſed Field of this Sort, which obliges me 
bo this warm Land late and in a good Seaſon ; 
eg ed yet, if Rains ſhould follow the Night after, 
BT the next Day, they will be apt to make this 


round run together Pancake- like, and bind ſo 
ird, as to hinder many of the Wheat-ſprouts or 
lades from coming out: But ſandy, chalky, ard 
avelly Loams, as they are Medium-Earths, 
eral Farmers ſow them in two Bout-lands with 
II 227 
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any other auxiliary Dreſſing, it would be Moneſ 


_ dreſs theſe Loams with the Fold or ] 
Rags, they ſow them firſt all over the 


ANA, AS if 
lies flat, and then pow them and the Wheat-ſeed 
into the two Bout-lands ; and here, if any of the 
"Rags lie out of the Earth, a Man goes with 
. Paddle-iron and thruſts chem into it, and the hk 
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O the bad Management of a Farmer. 


TTY 0/4 Farmer had commonly bad Crops i 
LI Can, becauſe be knew not the Value i 
proper Dreſſings — A Farmer, who lives ſo neat 
a great Common, about two Miles diſtant from 
my Houſe, that his Eight-ſcore Sheep have but 
a little Way to go out of the Fold, before the 
come on it, a Conveniency that many Thouſand 
want, notwithſtanding this Advantage, ſelden 
gets a good Crop of Grain ; and, even in thi 
plentiful Year 1742, when moſt Farmers git 
large Crops, he had none that deſerved the Nam 
of a good one. The Reaſon of this I am going 
to ſhew : This Farmer, having the great Convent» 
ency of feeding his Sheep on a, fine near Common, 
is under the Belief that Dreſſing his Land will 
this, and all the Stable-dung he makes, is ſuffic. 
ent; and that, if he ſhould he at the Charge dl 
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thrown away, by Reaſon all the Land he denn 
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moſt of it, is a ſharp Gravel that would. be little» _ . 


7 


or nothing the better for ſuch Drefling ; as he 
inds by the ſmall Service his Folding and Stable, 
dung do on the ſame Land. Now this Farmer, * 
delieve, is near ſeventy Tears of Age, has been 
bred up to the Farming: bufineſs from his Cradle, 
and has Money at Command to buy any Manure 
br Dreſſing, Which Thouſands would do, if they 
ould z yet nothing} has prevailed with this obſti- 

nate, tenacious, and ignorant Farmer to aſſiſt his 
ungry gravelly Soil, with any thing but Crow- 
dung, beſides his Fold and Stable; although he 
ives but about two Miles off one of the brighteſt 
Zxamples, I believe, in England, and it · is proved 
by two Farmers, who have got good Eſtates out 
of ſuch Ground, as I ſhall make appear by the fol- 


# "TM A 


lowing Account, viz. __ Kal. 
How two Farmers have got Eftates out of a poor 
hungry, gravelly, chalky Earth. — Theſe live, at 
his Time, in Ivineboe- Pariſh, which is fo large 
is to extend its Bounds into the very low Vale of 
Heſbury, and into the very high Chilturn Couh- 
try. Ir is in this laſt that two Farmers live, who 
ent about ſeventy Pounds a Year a- piece; one 
hereof is a Quaker, and both live ſo cloſe to each 
dther, that ſome of their Lands join; and they go 
dn after one Way of Farming to very great Pro- 
it, for each of them keeps about three hundred 
dheep to fold on their poor, gravelly, and chalky 
brounds, which they are enabled to do, by the 
lelp of Ivingboe Common and their own incloſed 
1elds. But this is not all by a great Deal; for 
heſe-knowing Farmers carry their good Manage- 
ment much farther, being of Opinion, that, by 
aying out the Value of a ſingle Dreſſing, they get 


be Value of a treble one. To explain this will be 
neſ ery eaſy, when I make known their Expence in 
Py 10g large Quantities of London Soot every Year, | 
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2 e en 3 for, as their Farms lj 
thirty Miles diſtant from Landon, every Buſhel of 
Soot coſts more than three Pence Carriage, wie 
with fix Pence a Buſhel for the Neat Scat ( prτπ]·] 
ded it is bought in Summer againſt the gen 
Seas coſts nine Pence in all. But, by h 
worſe Manager, it is bought in January, Februs. 
and March for eleven and twelve Pence; 
| Buſhel, Carriage included, though it is. deliverel 
at Hempftead two and twenty Miles from Tonga 
from whence they fetch it in their Waggons, @ 
Carts, after they have, the ſame Day, delivered 
their Corn to be ſold at this great Market z f 
that, natwithſtanding this back Carriage of. thei 
Soot, perhaps, eight or ten Miles by the Farmer 
own Team, and paying eight Pence a Score as 1 
call it, that is, fr ſowing twenty Buſhels of i 
over each Acre, they think it wat worth thei 
while to buy and ſow jt on ſome of their ſeven 
. Sorts of Ground every Tear; which, . with'thei 
Folding, cauſes their Crops of Wheat and Rang 
to rally in the cold pinching ring- ſeaſon, when 
other Crops are declining, inſtead of flouriſhing, 
that go without ſuch a e warm Adfliſtance, 
But this is not all. Theſe Farmers buy Rag 
Horn-ſhavings, Hooves, Cows and Hogs Han, 
Sc. and apply one of them to their hungry gravel 
ly Ground, which proſpers moſt of all under the 
Help of theſe tenacious, durable, and tough Dre 
K ; for, as a gravelly Soil is compoſed i in a great nl 
Meaſure of Pebbles, or very ſmall Stones, it 7 : 
a Sort of Strainer, or Drainer, to powdered ol 
other thin Dreſſings, which are ſoon diſſolved oi 
carried down below the Roots of the Corn, by till 
repeated Waſhings of great Rains, unleſs they jou 
the Fold or other Dreſſing to them. In ſhort 
theſe two Farmers have got good Eſtates, meer) 
* their well Managing a n Pounds * 
arm 
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Of the had Management of @ Bam oy, 
arm each; for, in ſuch poor Soils, a Penny, 
tept back from-being laid out in Dreſſing, is two 
pence or three Pence loſt. This plainly proves 
he abſurd, obſtinate, old Farmer, I have, juſt 
before, been giving an Account of, to be notori - 
puſly wrong in the Management of his gravelly 
arm, becauſe, by not dreſſing his Wheat and 
Barley Crops ſufficiently, his after Lent Crops are 
ſeldom worth more than Twenty or Thirty Shil- 
ings an Acre, and ſometimes not that; he, there- 
fore, ſince his Farm is about the Bigneſs of theirs, 
ould buy every Year, like them, ſix hundred 
Buſhels of London Soot, beſides other Dreſſings, 
to be a compleat Manager of ſuch a hungry Farm 
and then neither he, nor any other, who does the 
fame, will ever come under that great Loſs which 
befel a young Farmer, about the Year 1736, at But- 
ermere in Wiltſhire, ten Miles diſtant from New- 
bury in Berkſhire, who, being juſt married, laid out 
moſt of his. Wifes's Fortune in ſtocking a large 
chalky Farm, but neglected very much the Dreſ- 
ſing-part ; inſomuch that, after ſowing forty Acres 
with Oats in one Spring-ſeaſon, he had ſuch a 
poor Crop in Return, that he thought them not 
worth mowing, and, therefore, turned all his 
Horſes into them to feed, as on ſo much Graſs. 
The Conſequence was, that he broke, I think, the 
ſame Year, as I was informed on the Spot, the 
car following, when the Landlord of the ſame 
farm was obliged to take it into his own Hands. 
his particular Caſe, as well as the Conſideration 
f ſeveral others, leads me to praiſe the new and 
moſt excellent Method of ſowing Wheat, and 
other Grain, in the Drill-faſhion, > 
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EE Drill-faſhion of Ging I beat. ſea pri. 
I ved to be the beth. —As Trees planted at a dit 


Manner; ſo Corn, in a great Degree, grom 
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ſown in Drills, than that ſown in a promiſcuony 


much more Nouriſhment 


: 
—— — EEE — —ä — TY — — ] — 2 L___—_ — — — STI Wars — 
N 2 2 1 * - - a angie? — — — — * p — _ 5 „ 0 4 a 2 
Oe — n — 9 M 1 — . — — N 4 
rere. * L 4 —— — — — * 
X 6 3 « - has A 
- * 5 2 10 
* — 
n — Y —_ 


that, by the Help of the three-wheel light Drill- 


And I am thoroughly perſuaded that the young 
Buttermere Farmer, I have been juſt 2 


of this moſt ſerviceable Drill-plough, the Horſe- 


poor Earth may be made rich, but ſuch Ground 


will admit of ſowing Corn in Drills, are very much 
wanting to your own Intereſt, in not encouraging 


Diſtance, grow faſter and larger, and their Fruit 
ripen much better, than thoſe planted in a cluſtergw 


quicker, larger, and in greater Quantities, when 


Manner, as the common Way is, becauſe it receives 

Fo the Ground and 
Air, than when it grows in a thick and cloſe Po 
fture, Now what I would here chiefly obſerve i 


plough, Chalks, chalky Loams, ſtiffiſn Sands, and 
a gravelly Soil, if it is fine and well mixed with a 
loamy Earth: I ſay, any of theſe, and ſome others, 
may be ſown, in this Month, with Wheat-ſeed, 
by the Drill-plough, to a very great Advantage. 


need not have broke, had he known and made Uf 


break that belongs to it, and another Tool-I have 
not named]; for it is an undeniable Matter of Fact 
that, by the Operation of this Plough, not only | 
may alſo be ſown every Tear to great Profit 
without being obliged (as is moſt cuſtomary ) to 
loſe the Benefit of the third or fallow Year. - Sure- 
ly you Gentlemen of landed Eſtates, whoſe Earths 


your Tenants to make Uſe of this Pay- rent Inſtru- | 
6 2 Te ment 
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ment: Or, if they 


moſt groſly attached to their old Methods) youought, 
1 ſay, to be ſo much your own Friends as to buy 


anſwer the End I propoſe; and the Knowledge of 
ſuch Management is eaſily attained, becauſe it is a 
__ Plough, free- of many of theſe mathematical 


with. It ſurely proves theſe Gentlemen to be ſy- 
perior Wits and great Promoters of their Country's 


three-wheel Drill or Pulley-ploughs, and they de- 
ſerve to be famed accordingly ;. but, as my Buſineſs 
and Duty is not to name particular Perſons, with- 
out Leave, I ſhall always forbear any ſuch Thing, 
and only add that, by this three-wheel eaſy- worked 


Bleſſing of Heaven) be made to become the grea- 
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ſe Wheat, the more compleat, I ſhall here publiſh 
a the Receipt, fo much practiſed in Middleſex, and 
ve elſewhere, of preparing Wheat-ſeed for ſowing in 

this Month; as being the more neceſſary ſo to do 

2 now, than in the former Month of September, be- 

id cauſe it is a hotter Compoſition, than others, 

it, for this colder Month. i $8». gp 

to e 
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are unable to purchaſe it, or 
through Obſtinacy unwilling (as they ars in general, 


one for them, and to ſhew them, firſt, by ocu- 
lar Demonſtration, the Effects of this great Im- 
prover, which, if rightly managed, will ſurely | 


Intricacies, that ſome Ploughs have been furniſned 


Good, who have already bought and beſpoke the 


Drill-plough, and the ſeveral Inſtruments I have 
diſcovered in my Travels, and before publiſhed in 
my Monthly Books, this Nation may, (by the 


teſt Magazine for Corn in Europe; and, that! 
may make my Writings on this golden Grain, 
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' their low, ſtiff, and wet Earths in ſo negligent a 


ſuffer by it; for here they ſeldom have a true, 


near it, when I ſaw the Thiſtles ſtand blown'ss 


before, in all my Travels. If a Man pretends to 
talk them, out of their own wrong, into à righter 


of theſe Plough-farmers prepare their Wheat-ſeed 
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1 Of preparing Wheat-ſced for Sæuing. 


* 
12 
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OW to prepare Wheat-ſeed and ſow it, after 
A. 4A 42 new a in Middleſex, I have, in 'my 
former Works, obſerved, that the Middleſe Gm 
or Meadow-farmer is the beſt Graſs-fatmer in 
England; but that their Plough-farmets' ate but 
very indifferent ones, becauſe they are apt to ploy 


Manner, and ſo wrong in one Reſpect, that they 


ſweet, and fine Tilth for their Wheat-ſeed, by reaſon 
they do not plow their Ground croſs-ways often 
enough, nor then plow it in ſharp and ſingle Bouts, 
as being a Mode contrary to their Country Faſhion, 
and therefore turn them who can? It was on the 
twenty-ninth of Auguſt, 1742, that I was walking 
through a Bean-field, that lay in Middleſex, or very 


high as the Beans, and they ſeemed at a Diſtahie 
to be as thick too; a Sight that I never beheld 


Way, it is the ready Road to be ridiculed ; for too 
many of theſe are ſuch Maſters of that Sort of 
Language, that they pride themſelves in their 
acute Swearing and Bantering down the Truth 
that is contrary. to their Sentiments. But, as ſeveral 


for Sowing, after a pretty good new Method, | 
ſhall here inſert their Receipt, vir. 2 
De Receipt. — At Night, the Farmer puts in a 
ſufficient Quantity of clear Water into a large Tub, 
in which he had fixed a Tap and Tap-whips * 
e 


proceed. In ö 


% 
- 


or no Seed in them; and thus it is that they lay up 
their wet Land high and dry, and leave, at the 
ſame Time, a large Paſſage for Floods of Waters to 
un quickly off. But, to be more particular in my 
Account of improving theſe flat; ſour, heavy, and 
wet Earths, by a new Method of plowing, I have 
this Notion to advance, that, in a dry Seaſon in 

Wn _ Summers 


< 2 Of preparing og Wh t-ſced for 
8 Summer- time, two Horſes may be 1 
one or two length- ways before, to raw he, "I 
plough; or, if they have an irom Cock wich Nec 
at the End of the Beam of their Plough, or what 
ſome call Notch-geers, they may low iow 2 
all in Length a-croſs wreck B 

after they have plowed three or 9 of theis * fed 
Lands together into one Broad-land, © and 
throughout the Field, they may, after Harrowin 
all- plain, plow their Ground a- croſs into fi 
Bouts, which is what may be ſaid to be a full hal 

Plowing of the Earth. The next. Time, it is t 
be bouted off the laſt-Bouts 5 then run the Plough 
through the Middle of each Bout, which wi 
almoſt level the whole Land, and then it is al 
plowed and broke; which, when harrowed, is fi 
to be plowed a-croſs into three or four Bout-land 
and to have Wheat-ſeed ſown in the ſame; Ti 
is a much better Way to get their Ground into ! 
fine ſweet Tilth than is commonly practiſed u 
e and exceeds all flat and other af 'their 
dge-plowings z for ſo it is, that theſe Farmen 
ſtand in the — Need of any Item, that may 
be — to inſtruct them, how they may get 
their Ground fine and ſweet, becauſe, without 
theſe Qualifications they have not much Reaſon 
hope for a full Crop of Wheat. But, inſtead of 
ſingle Bouting up their Ground, they plow. it, by 
Way of Hacking, once in a Summer ; which, 
indeed, is a Sort of twice ſtirring or plowing the 
Earth, but it does not break and ſweeten it, not 
kill the Weeds, like ſingle Bouting it. Tf theſe 
| Middleſex Farmers can enjoy a dry Plowing - ſeaſon, 
and plow their Ground, after the Manner I ham 
directed, they need not beat the Trouble of burning 
the Couch-graſs that their ſour and clung fallow 
Land produces, every Year, in Abundance in 


* Places; nor likewiſe at the great Charges of 
| worry 
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hoſe Land is wp Gravel, or a light Sand, to 
plough it too ſoon ; for one Plowing, in ſuch light 
Earth, does generally as much Service as two or three 4 
a much ſtiffer Soil; ſo great a Difference is there / 
the e | n * For 1 an x | 
was to plow up my ſmall pebbly, raſhy, gravel. 
y Field the. Beginning of ori, nd - plow it four 
br five Times, the ſame. Summer, for ſowing 
heat; and alſo, if frequent Rains ſhould happen 
in that Time; great Part of that little Mould, 
that lies between the ſmall Stones, might, perhaps, 
be waſhed a conſiderable Way down, to the Im- 
poveriſhment of the next ſucceeding Crop of this 
aluable Grain, becauſe the Bottom of this Soil is 
df ſo looſe a Texture, as to give a very eaſy Paſſage _ 
to Rains for carrying down much of its beſt Earth,” 
But it is not fo with thoſe ſtiffer Lands, which lie ſo 
flat and wer, that, to my certain Knowledge; ſome 
of them could not be got into a fine and ſweet Tilth, 
in a whole Summer, though they were plowed, 
early and late, five ſeveral Times in that Space, - 
85 I may affirm with Aſſurance, that many 
Fields, even in qur Chilturn Country, whoſe Soils 
3 - wers 
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_ the Spirit of the -Earth-z becauſe the Sup, hers 
cannot exhale It, nor force the Breed and Growt 


Plowing, next Time, will prove as good, and 
in one Day, witho 


he holds in his-own Hands, with three fevel 


the firſt Turn or Tilth. The ſecond Plough, wbt 


out Weeds from the Corn, that ſuch C 'Ground { 
dom, if ever, fails of being the Occafion of, fi 
the Damage does not end hete; I muſt -alfo dbſerm 


Crop of Wheat, the ſame Ground is "more af 


the Weed is'overcome, and, tet 


Boards, with which it throws the Earth wh 


could not bet 
whole Summer, notwvichſtendis 
Labour that were uſed t obtain 
follow the Loſſes which commonly e 
ing of Wheat - ed in 


the Seed, ſo as never to come up, che ent 
Thinneſe of a Crop, a poor, mall, dwindling 
Far and Kernel, and the great Charge of cutting 


that, when ſuch a four Tilth produces a thin pus 


ordinarily exhauſted by the Growth of Weich 
that, infallibly grow up where Corn does not. 0 
the Contrary, where a full Crop of Wheat is, then 
prevented fro 
growing, the Bulk and Cover of the Crop keep'h 


of Weeds, but will ſo hollow the Ground, that on 


as far, as two or three would, if a thin, 1 ** 
af Wheat had grown on the fame. ) £3008 

How a 3 ee twelve Acres of Grand, 

ly one Pair of ſmall 'Bullecks u 

one Man to drive and hold the — This Gentle 

man, the Miniſter of a Pariſh, in the Author I have 

mentioned, ſays, He plows the little Glebe- at 


Sorts of Wheel ploughs; one of which (being lle 
thoſe in Northampton/hire) ſerveth to give his Land 


is for the ſecond Turn or Tilth, has wo 


hire Wheed- 
Plough. is. almoſt like che ſecond, and differs from 
it only in this, that the Side, or broad Board, of - 
this laſt is four Feet long, and the other but two, 
Now, with this Sort of double Broad - board Plough, 
he ſays, they plow at Poitou, in France, twelve 
Acres of Ground, in one Day, with Eaſe, by the 
Draught of only two Pair of ſmall Bullocks, and 
one Man to drive and hold the Plough. - Before 
this, he ſays, he uſed to hire his Plowing, and 
then the ten Acres coſt him four Shillings an 
Acre, for once Plowing 3 but, by this Method, the 
Whole ſtood him in no more than five or fix in all, 
and he makes it out thus: He ſays, on being aſked 
by his Neighbours, whether his Wheat - crop would 
be worth any Thing, he replied, God knows that, 
but this he knew, chat his Crop appeared as well, 
or better, than theirs; though theirs coſt them much 
more, for that they were eight Days, with four 
| Horſes and two Men to their Plough, doing that 
which he eaſily did, in three, with two Creatures 
that went but little faſter than Snails: And this, he 
fays, will plainly appear to be ſo, when it is under- 
ſtood, that they went two Days Journies a Day, 
and held it five or ſix Hours, each Journey, be- 
cauſe Bullocks can bait ſooner, and are better able 
to perform it than Horſes; and becauſe the Bullocks 


33SFEb(àͤͤͤ ͤ bbc 


ne make a Ridge at once Going, when the common 
| | Wheel-plough, with only one broad Board, goes 


4 


four ſeveral Times, to make a Ridge. Thus che double 

Broad-board Plough goes no more about to plow fix 
Acres, than the other does to plow one Acre and a 
| Half, Now, when we are to ſow this my Ground with 

Wheat, after it is well fallowed, we harrow it plain, 
and plow it into ſmall, Ridges at equal Diſtances, with 
the ſecond Plough; and, the Ground being, thus, 
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ws ſtir it but once. The third 
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Thoroughs. As ſoon as this is done, we take the 
third Sort of Plough, and part every other, Ridgy 
into two, and thus cover two Thoroughs, at a; 


allowed, by all that ſee its Performance, to be the 
chat, if cheſe two Bullocks can plow ſo muck 


Plough, by being yoaked by their Horns. 


Loams prove a moſt proper Soil for this Purpoſez 


noble Root, Liquorice would not want a Market, 


Sprouts &r Shoots of Liquorice about two Feet 


of Fune 1738, at Godliman, or Godalmin, ſo much 


Head. Inn, in this Town, there is, at this — 


1 E ny” 1 r . 
broad-caſt, which cauſes the Seed to lie in the 


N A2 n 2 
f * i n 
. * I as 8 
8 2 1 - 193 *% 5 
8 : * 5 / 5 n * K 7 241 q 
ng, we ſow it with | 


Time; by which I make a Ridge, at once Going; 
while others always go four Times. This Way i 


cheapeſt of all others; yet there is this to be ſaid, 


Ground, in ſo little a Time as I have mentioned; 
how much more will four Horſes do, in the ſame 
Time? For their Nimbleneſs and Strength mut 
vaſtly exceed thoſe. two ſlow Creatures that drxw iu 
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O F making and managing a Liquorice Planam, 
” This excellent, pleaſant, and wholeſome Plant: 
is now planted in ſeveral Parts; but the chiefelt 
Plantations are at Pomfret in Yorkſhire, and at 
Godliman in Surry, where - their Sands and ſandy 


and, if there were many more Plantations of this 
becauſe it is of ſach univerſal Uſe, that it may be 
made to ſerve in ſeveral Shapes, and fox very va- 
luable Ends. I thought it a pretty Sight to ſee the 
high, and its Stalks and Leaves grow, on the Tenth 


ke a Nurſery of young Aſhes, that it is hard to 
be diſtinguiſhed by Strangers. Behind the Ning. 
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London, Cc. If the Crown-buds. and Runners of 

Liquorice be planted in a ſtiff Soil, they will canker; 
and, if on à hard Bottom, the Liquorice gros 
tunted and forked: But, in a good ſandy Ground, 
that has a right Bottom, it will go down five or 
more Feet deep. Here I was told, that they ſell 
Off. ſets, at one Shilling a Hundred, and the Li- 
quorice at Six-pence a Pound, becauſe, of late, it 
had got dearer than formerly; which fhews what 
Improvement our true- born Engh/amen have lately 
made, in the Propagation of Liquorice. But of 
this, and other Neglects, more hereafter. The 
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fresher and newer the Ground, the better for a Li- 
1 quorice- Plantation; and, if a good Earth holds 
bat two Feet and a Half, it will do; but not io 
well as three or four Feet deep. Now, to prepare 


a Manure or Dreſſing for enriching the Earth that is 
to become a Liquorice- Plantation, there ought to 
be a good Quantity. of rotten Dung mixed with 
Aſhes, or Lime, or ſome ſuch Compoſt, laid on 
the Place where the Beds are to be made, in order 
to rot more, or ferment, till it is deprived of its 
fermentative Heat, leſt it damage the Buds or Run- 
ners; which may, perhaps, be finiſhed in a Month 
or two. When this is done, the Alleys are to be 
marked out by a Line, which, with the Liquorice- bed, 
are to be about three Feet and a Half broad in all, 
the Alleys included; then a Trench is to be dug 
between each Alley, wide enough, at leaſt, for a 
Man to work conveniently in it, and three or four 
F ect deep; when one Trench is made, the Compoſt, 
with the Earth, is to be returned into the Trench, 
and each Alley is to be dug ſeven or eight Inches 
deep, and the Earth laid over the Trench, or Bed, 
ta raiſe it; and ſo on throughout the a 
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wh | — —4 are > ke Ben which —— — 
3 thick End of the Root, or Crown, towarde:tie 
8 £ but lie under it, about two Inches, and 
=... ron three or four Feet long. Theſe Nunmm a 
Wo Sets, being ſmall running Roots, are to be m 
ol Five · inch Pieces, with two or three Eyes-08Joing ; 
i in each of them ; this is one Sort of Sen. Ie 
10 , other Sort are the Corn or Tops, that the : 
'F | Liquorice-roots. are from. 5 Being thus fur » 
Mil niſhed with Sets, get ready your Beds, each wil. 
il its Alley, to be a Spades Ireadth for the Weeds Wl F 
5 to come at to hough and * the Beds, ᷑ 
Fi  Freading. Then, after the is dug in and ** 
. _ the Beds are a ras over each either Luer 
| or Soot, or Peat-aſhes, and dig it in very ſhalloy 

'F to ferment 3 and, in about a Week's Time, wha... 
4 


the Fermentation is over, dig che Surface agait 
ſo chat the Bed may lie a little roundith in three 
veral Rows, whereof the Middle of the Bed is to l 
one, and one on each Side of that, ten or tweln 
Inches aſunder. Along thefe Rows lay your: Seb it 
Readineſs, at eight Inches Diſtance one from the's 
ther; and, when this is done, make a Hole vid 
a Dibber, eight Inches deep, and thruſt one L 
quorice-· bud to the Bottom of it, which is to bt 
cloſed: with Monld on all its Sides and the Top: 
next follow three Runners, and ſo on, one Bud, and 
three Runners, or Sets, till all the Beds are finiſhed 
Now, to make the moſt of a norice-Plantation, 
as the Sets may be planted in haſt, or at the Bs 
ginning of this Month, in the following dy 
time, you may ſow, over all the Beds, Le BF 
Onions, Carrots, to draw, young -Radiſhs io | 
Leeks, or ſuch like Kitchen green Ware: Ani 
when theſe are off, in Zuly following, Spinage- ca 
may be ſown to great Advantage, to eut the neu 
Spring, before the Liquorice makes any grand 


_ . Shoots, And, for this — ſome will — 
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beir Rows of Liquorice eighteen Inches, or two 
et aſünder, in order to ſow and cut Culinary 
>reens, for two Years together: But, in any Caſe, 
e Beds muſt be kept thoroughly clean by the 
lough or Hand, or both. The Beginning of 
inter, at Godalmin, they ſpread rotten Dung 
inly over their Beds, to keep out the Power 
f Froſts, and to fertiliſe the Growth of the Li- 
orice ; and, at Michaelmas, they cut down its 
talks, or Haulm, that ſometimes grow up to four 
Peet in Height, the laft Year, two Feet the ſecond, 
nd one the firſt. The Time of taking up Li- 
uorice is, at Allbollantide, and laſts till the latter 
ind of March; but the Spring-ſeaſon is rather 
eſt for this Work; and then they begin digging 
t the End of a Trench, or Bed, and dig on, in 
rder to take up all the Roots. When all are got 
Wp, the great Roots are to be ſeparated from the 
all ones; and alſo the running Buds and Runners, 
rom the Crown-buds. The former is to be laid in 
Pir-fand in a Cellar, a Layer of one and a Layer of 
he other; but the Crown-buds will do well enough, 
laid in a Heap and covered with ſomething dry. 
The ſooner Liquorice is ſold, the heavier it weighs; 
ind, the greener it is, the more Vertue it con- 
tains. One Acre of Ground has yielded, at one 
Crop, four hundred Stone Weight, which, at three 
dnillings a Stone, amounts to ſixty Pounds; but, 


K Ace- 
S 


en the Quantity may be more or leſs, and the Price is 
* Infixed, the Sum cannot be aſcertained. However, 


he great Profit of a Liquorice-Plantation may be eaſi- 


7 eſtimated; which ought to induce the Owners 
we BD! ſandy Grounds, or other deep-moulded dry Soils, 
* 0 make Uſe of theſe Directions, to begin and 
* ake Plantations of this noble Root, ſince they 
"ay, by this Means, turn their Land to more than 
— edle Advantage to what they make of it now; 


nd that, becauſe the ſame Ground and Place will do 
R K again 
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again for a ſecond Crop, if the Earth is well dug 
ed for it; for, if Dung is grudged here, the C 
will certainly complain and diſcover it, becaiiſe th 
Liquorice is to get its Nouriſhment, chiefly, from til 
firſt Dreſſing, for three or four Years together, As 
cordingly there may be three or four Crops gi 
from the ſame Earth, if rightly managed, ty 
will pay extraordinary well, though three or fox 
Pounds a Year is given for an Acre of Landy 
plant Liquorice in; as the Price is at Godalmin, a 
in ſome other Places nearer London. And, how 
ceſſary it is to increaſe Plantations of Liquorice, a 
pears by its riſing Market, of late, which, undoub 
edly, is owing to two Reaſons : One, becauſe Play 
tations are not increaſed, in Proportion to the bi 
creaſe of gi: 3p z the other is, becauſe Liquor 
gets more and more into Eſfleem, for its medici 
and other Uſes. This Liquorice is ſold, in tim 
ſeveral Shapes, viz. in its Roots, in its Powde, 
and in its Juice; the firſt wants no Explanatia 
but the ſecond may, which is performed by cutting 
the ſmaller Liquorice into Bits, and drying then 
ſufficiently on a Kiln, to grind into Powder, thi 
is thus made ready for Selling in the Apothea 
ry's and other Shops, The third Sort of Liquori 
is performed, by maſhing the ſmaller cut Root 
with cold Water; and, after they are, pounded ani 
maſhed for near two Days together, the Pulp v 
be ſqueeſed, and the Juice boiled up, in a 
iron Pot, to a pitchy Subſtance, well known 1 
moſt People by the Name of Spaniſh Liquori 
Liquorice- roots will keep a Year together in a Ct 
lar, if laid in Pit-fand ; and, if the Sets, or Rm 
ners, and Buds are cut, ready for Planting, th 
will keep a Fortnight, tied up in Bundles and {= 
by Land-carriage ; but, if laid in Sand, and fiele 
by Water-carriage, they will keep ſound three ru 
four Months, eſpecially the more hardy i : 
| | 01/08 
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Ver folk and Suffolk, are the greateſt Quantities of 

Woot ſahdy Grounds that I ever ſaw ; and fo poor, 
hat Thouſands of Acres are put to the Warren-uſe. 
ere, then, I ſhould think, is great Room for 
rrying on the Improvement of Liquorice-Planta- 
ons, at a cheap Rate, and for making a little Mo- 
y go a great Way. A Rood of Ground may be 
Janted firſt, which may, perhaps, take up a- 
put five thouſand Stock- buds, at five or ſix Shil- 
nes a Hundred, and ſixteen thouſand Runners, at 
iree or four Shillings a Hundred; afterwards, 
om the Increaſe of this, more Sets may be raiſed 
ficient to plant a larger Piece of Ground, and fo 
2 in the cheapeſt and beſt Manner poſſible to an 
ceeding great Profit. Thus alſo ſome of thoſe 
ndy Lands that lie between Lenbam and Ailsford 

Kent, and ſome of thoſe ſandy Loams about 
ow, Stratford, ford, and Barkin in Eſſex, may be 
ut to this Uſe, and return their Owners, perhaps, 
tore Profit, than their Hops and Potatoes. 


CHAP. XI. 
F the Nature and Miſchief of the Grub- 
: . 
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4 F the Breed and Nature of the Grub or Canker- 
vorm. This ſtrong, miſchievous Inſect is 
ought to be blown and bred by the Darr or 
bee, becauſe he takes up his Winter Quarters 
Holes in the Ground, being of ſo hardy a Nature, 
et, though he lies near Surface, yet a very ſevere 
Py Winter will not kill all of them, as I proved 
740, when, on the plowing up of one of my 
eds in the following Spring, I diſcovered the 
utb of what I write, Now theſe Creatures meet 


i ich the greateſt Encouragement, from the bad 
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63 Of the Nature and Miſchief 
Huſbandman, to propagate their Species in Mes 
dow grounds, where the Farmer's Neglect is moltf 
plainly ſeen ; and that is, when Piflum-banks are ff 
fered to increaſe in conſiderable Numbers, for, when 
theſe are, it is obvious, the Roll has not been em. 
ployed, nor, very likely, any proper Manure; { 
that theſe Creatures enjoy an uninterrupted Situatia 
to breed and multiply in, as will appear by what] 
am going to relate. - Rs 
Hru a Field was ſpoiled by the Grab.—— In th 
Pariſh of Hempſtead, a Farmer had a four Ac 
Meadow-ficld ſo over-run with Moſs and Piſſum. 
banks, as ta produce but a little Graſs, inſomud 
that it ſurpriſed the ignorant Farmer, to think, thy 
he ſhould have leſs than his Neighbours every Yea; 
and though he puzzled his Brain, in order to fi 
out the Cauſe, yet he could never diſcover it, til 
his Hogs became his Counſellors, and ſhewed the 
Cauſe of the Misfortune; for, being got into th 
Field, they ſcented the Vermin, and fell to aCting 
the Pioneer, by rooting up the Surface to come at 
them, with great Eagerneſs. By this Time, d 
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Farmer was convinced how his Meadow became 
| ſpoiled, and then let the Hogs have their full F: 7c: 
dom; who; to enjoy the Grubs, dug almoſt all N th 
Meadow, and devoured the whole Poſſe ; many dM T 
which were got ſo old, as to be near as thick and I 
as long as a Man's little Finger, having a = | th 
Head, a white Body, and many Feet, with <* 
Mouth of two Fangs ſo ſtrong, as to bite a Mang V 
Hand till it bleeds, as has been proved by ti ch 
Farmer's Son and others. RT A. 
Of Ways and Meaus to prevent the Damage iN © 
he Grub.—The foregoing Caſe certainly brings . 
Farmer under jaſt Blame, for ſuffering theſe Cre of 
tures to reign ſo long before they were deſtroyed; f. 
for, if he had, firſt of all, cut up the Mole or Pil. 8 | ch 


ſum- banks, the Roll would have had * | 
. | WOrk 


F the Grab-Worm, _. 9 
Work, for, by drawing the Roll over a Meadow, 
the Beginning of March, it ſo cloſes the Ground as 


to check the Power and Breed of thoſe Inſetts ; for, 


if they are put to it for Room to lie on their Backs 
(as their common Poſture is) and gnaw the Roots 
of the Graſs, they cannot do that Damage as when 
they have full Room. But this will not do alone. 
There ſhould be Soot applied to the Quantity of 
twenty Buſhels on an Acre, which if ſown over the 
Meadow in the Month of January, as a Manure, 
or forty Buſhels of Coal-aſhes on the ſame Quan- 


YH tity of Ground, there 1s no great Danger of the 


Grub's Damage, for the Bitterneſs of the Soot, and 
the ſulphureous and ſaline Nature of the Aſhes, are 
ſo contrary to the Nature of theſe Creatures, that, 
if they are all duly applied, they will furely pre- 
vent and overcome the Breed of theſe Ravagers ; 
= whereas common rotted Horſes, Cows, Aſſes, or 
Swine-dung are of ſuch a mild and nouriſhing Na- 
ture, as to become rather a Food, or delicate Sub- 
fiſtence, to theſe Creatures than a Bane z as may be 
plainly perceived, when ſuch Dungs are left behind 
Animals in Fields, which are fo agreeable to In- 
ſects, as to invite them to the Place. But, whe- 
cher they are moſtly invited by the Smell, Sight, or 
Taſte of theſe Dungs, or their waſhed-in Juices, 
I cannot determine; only this I know, that, where 


A theſe Excrements lie, there Flies, Worms, Sc. are 


commonly found in the warm Seaſons, and, no 
Wonder, ſince ſuch Excrements are produced by 


due ſweet Juices of Graſſes, or by the balſamic, 


nouriſhing Qualities of the Corn they eat; with 
this Exception, that the Dungs of Sheep, Rabbits, 
and Fowls ought not to be ranked in the Number 
of Dungs that breed or feed Inſects: Becauſe, in the 
firſt Place, Sheep are Creatures that ſeldom, nay, 


il many Thouſands of them, never drink any Water 
chroughout the Lear; and, becauſe ic is thought 
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Poroſity of their Skins, in a great Meaſure, ſupph 
Animal has the moſt porous Skin of all oth 


to the Satisfying of their Drought, and conſequent} 


the Uſe of the Fold, for, wherever the Fold i 


rank Smell and Taſte, as makes them be loathel 
| Abhorrence. TLaſily, The Pigeon, Turkey, Gook, 


Dungs are laid, will, in a great Meaſure, be pre- 
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the Moiſtneſs of their continual green Food and'th 


the Want of it. Indeed, it is certain, that thi 


Quadrupeds, through which the Moifture of th 
Air and Rains may probably enter and contribu 


cauſe their Dung and Urine to be ſo much the ranks 
and ſtronger, and more diſagreeable to the Grub 
worm and other Inſects; as evidently appears fron 


clapped over new ſown Turnep-ſeed, to fertiliſe th 
Ground and promote a vigorous Vegetation, ther, 
I fay, the Slug, Grub, or Worm ſeldom, or never,  * 
hurts the Crop. I have likewiſe almoſt the ſame - 
write of Rabbit-dung, which is ſo efficacious aueh 
fertile, that it is ſold for Six-pence a Buſhel ; be l 


cauſe, as theſe Animals never drink Water, ther lit 


Dung and Stale proceed only from what they et, dg 
which gives their Urine and Dung ſuch a ſtrong, eat 


by Grubs, Worms, and other Inſects, with great 


Pheaſant, Dunghil-cock, and Hen-dung, Sc. are, 
all of them, endued with ſuch ſulphureous and fa 
line Qualities 3 and the more, if they are fed wit 
Corn, and, of all Corn, none produces ſuch a fertile 
Quality in Dung, as the Horfe-bean ; that the 
Meadow or plowed Ground, on which theſe Fowl 
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/ Manures and Dreflings for Vale-Grounds, 
* F Manures and Dreſſings for ſowing Wheat in 
ntly | 3 Ayleſbury Vale. Manures and Dreſſings very 
euch differ, in their Nature and Application to 
dale and Chillurn Lands; the Sort, which ſuits one 
rom pil, may not anſwer upon another ; from whence 
I i any fatal Miſtakes in Huſbandry have taken their 
(Wiſe, and that not only by applying a wrong Sort 
en, a particular Earth, but like wiſe by wrong timing 
ve, as I ſhall by and by make appear. In the Vale 
et Aylesbury, their Land, for the moſt Part, is a 
auch Sort; being a Compoſition of a bluiſh Clay 
be. ixed with black Mould, that lies ſo low, as to 
heir blige the Farmer to lay all his plowed Ground in 
ca, WW idge-lands. of an Acre, or Half an Acre Extent, 
ns Pac lie in this Poſture, without any Alteration, be- 
het zuſe their Lying high; in the Ridge-faſhion, very 
reat uch delivers their Corn from the Power of Wa- 
ofe, rs, that would otherwiſe chill and kill it; and yet 
are, often happens, that Floods are ſo increafed as to 


rown a fourth Part of theſe Ridge-lands, and ſpoil 
he Crop, as far as the Waters lie; and the more, 
here ſuch Lands are poorly dreſſed. A full Ma- 
ure, or Dreſſing, is, therefore, here more than or- 
nary neceſſary: For which Purpoſe they make 
ſe of Stable, Cow-houſe, Hog's-ſty, Pigeon- 
zouſe, and Hen-houſe Dungs, as lying too far off 
he great Conveniency of London, for bringing down 
Dreſſings from thence by Land - carriage, which 
ot do, in our Parts, that live within thirty Miles 
ff London. In Aylesbury Vale they, therefore, dili- 
ently, but very imprudently, — their Stable, 
ov-houſe, and Hog's-ſty Dungs, becauſe they 
il not ſo much as ſpare any for the Uſe of a 
= | | 1 Garden, 
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the Moiſtneſs of their continual green Food and the 
Poroſity of their Skins, in a great Meaſure, ſupph 
the Want of it. Indeed, it is certain, that thi 
Animal has the moſt _ Skin of all othe 
Quadrupeds, through which the Moiſture of th 
Air and Rains may probably enter and contribup 
to the Satisfying of their Drought, and conſequently 
cauſe their Dung and Urine to be ſo much the ranke 
and ſtronger, and more diſagreeable to the "Grub. 
worm and other Inſects; as evidently appears from 
the Uſe of the Fold, for, wherever the Fold i 
_elapped over new ſown Turnep-ſeed, to fertiliſe th 
Ground and promote a vigorous Vegetation, ther, 
I ſay, the Slug, Grub, or Worm ſeldom, or neve; 
hurts the Crop. I have likewiſe almoſt the ſame u 
write of Rabbit-dung, which is ſo efficacious an 
fertile, that it is ſold for Six-pence a Buſhel ; be. 
cauſe, as theſe Animals never drink Water, thei 
Dung and Stale proceed only from what they eat, 
which gives their Urine and Dung ſuch a ftrong, 
rank Smell and Taſte, as makes them be loathed 
by Grubs, Worms, and other Inſects, with great 
Abhorrence. Laſtly, The Pigeon, Turkey, Gooſe, 
Pheaſant, Dunghil-cock, and Hen-dung, &c, are, 
all of them, endued with ſuch ſulphureous and fa 
line Qualities 3 and the more, if they are fed with 
Corn, and, of all Corn, none produces ſuch a fertik 
Quality in Dung, as the Horſe-bean; that the 
Meadow or plowed Ground, on which theſe Fowl 
Dungs are laid, will, in a great Meaſure, be pre- 
vented from breeding Grubs, Worms, Sc. 
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* 0% Manures and Dreſſings for Vale-Grounds. 
— 

ibr F Manures and Dreſſings for ſowing Wheat in 
ent Ayleſbury Yale. Manures and Dreſſings very 
nk» uch differ, in their Nature and Application to 
rub. Tale and Chilturn Lands; the Sort, which ſuits one 
from dil, may not anſwer upon another; from whence 
Id i dany fatal Miſtakes in Huſbandry have taken their 
e the iſe, and that not only by applying a wrong Sort 


. particular Earth, but likewiſe by wrong timing 
as I ſhall by and by make appear. In the Vale 
f Aylesbury, their Land, for the moſt Part, is 2 


Ich Sort; being a Compoſition of a bluiſh Clay 
be rixed with black Mould, that lies ſo low, as to 
ther blige the Farmer to lay all his plowed Ground in 
ear Ridge-lands of an Acre, or Half an Acre Extent, 
rong, at lie in this Poſture, without any Alteration, be- 


auſe their Lying high, in the Ridge-faſhion, very 
woch delivers their Corn from the Power of Wa- 
ers, that would otherwiſe chill and kill it; and yet 

t often happens, that Floods are ſo increafed as to 


are, 

d f. ron a fourth Part of theſe Ridge-lands, and ſpoil 
with | he Crop, as far as the Waters lie; and the more, 
ertile here fuch Lands are poorly dreſſed. A full Ma- 
- the ure, or Dreſſing, is, therefore, here more than or- 
owl: RE nary neceſſary : For which Purpoſe they make 


ſe of Stable, Cow-houſe, Hog's-ſty, Pigeon- 
ouſe, and Hen-houſe Dungs, as lying too far off 
he great Conveniency of London, for bringing down 
Vreſſings from thence by Land - carriage, which 

oft do, in our Parts, that live within thirty Miles 
df London. In Aylesbury Vale they, therefore, dili- 
gently, but very imprudently, b their Stable, 
ow-houſe, and Hog's-ſty Dungs, becauſe they 
ill not ſo much as ſpare any for the Uſe of a 
7 . Garden, 
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Garden, leſt it rob. the Field : Im pact by 
cauſe I never knew any & theſe Vale-farmers, hy 
what let all their — Dung lie about the Fam. 
yard under Cows and Hogs Feet, ex 
Part of the Winter and Spring to the Waſh & 
the Rains, that certainly carries off very much of iz 
Quintefſence or Vertue into Ditches or Ponds, uf 
from thence I, nor, perhaps, they themſelves 150 
where; for, when theſe Ponds, Ditches, or ode 
eceptacles, have received the black Water, u 
overfſow, they loſe much of their Settlements, u 
in Summer many of them are dried up; ſo that 
cording to what I have obſerved in ſeveral Jarg 
Farm-yards, I think, I may fay, thoſe Tenants har 
loſt near a fourth Part of the Goodneſs of dd 
Dungs, before they have been laid on their F4 
low-grounds. Now there are two Ways common 
ly made Uſe of by Vale-farmers in the Mang 
ment of their Paint : One is, in the Months 
April, or May, to clamp and throw up the Dung i 
the Farm-yard into ſeveral Heaps or ſquare Pa 
for it to lie and rot againſt Stirree- time; that is, juk 
before the ſecond Plowing or firſt Stirree, they at 
ry it out, and ſpread it all over thoſe Lands thi 
are to be ſown with Wheat, the Beginning of thi 
Month, and plow it in, in order to get it — 
ly mixed with the Earth; for, by fo doing hey 
their clung, heavy Land into a looke hol 
tion, which gives the Plough-ſhare-an eaſy — 
bringing this ſurly Glebe into ſuch a porous fit 
Body, as obliges it to receive and lodge great Quit 
lities 'of the moſt fertile Dreſſing in the World: 
The Nitrous Dews. And it is by ſuch early plot 
ing in their rotten Dung, that they prevents in! 
reat Degree, the Cankering and Smuttineſs of the! 
heat; which is a moſt ruinous Diſeaſe, cauſity 
the Farmer ſometimes to fell this Grain 9 
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heir better ſounder Sort, as was by ſome Hundreds 
F ĩ X 
nd #744. - The other Way is done thus: As ſoon 
s they have-ſowed all their Barley, Beans, Peaſe, 
hetches, or other Lent Grain, and their Cows are 
rned out to Graſs, they begin to carry out their 
table, Cow-houſe, Hog's-ſty, © and Yard long 
dungs, and lay them on a Head-land, near tothat 
art in the common Field, where their Wheat- 
ed is to be ſown in this Month, which is general- 
y ſo contrived, as to be the Ground that lies re- 
noteſt from the Farm-houſe; and this, becauſe, 
the Carrying of ſuch Dungs, it is in their Power 
> forbear ſuch Work, till dry Weather favours 
eir Deſign ;. and then their Carts are drawn, as 
re call it, on the Vail, without damaging their ara- 
le Lands, which they are obliged, ſometimes, to 
to over; or over their rutty, uneven By- roads and 
anes, that in wet Seaſons are unpaſſable with - 
Wheel-carriages z and, when they have carried 
ough out to make a Clamp, or Dunghil, they 
dare off ſome Turf or other Earth, and lay over 
ne Top of the ſame, to prevent the ill Conſequences 
f its. being too much dried by the Wind and 
Pon. In this Poſture each Dunghil lies till juſt 
defore the laſt Plowing for ſowing their Wheat-ſeed, 
nd then they carry and ſhoot it out of Carts in 
mall Heaps, and ſpread it all over the Land, which, 
when done, they ſow their Wheat- ſeed and plow 
Wl in together with their Broad-ſhared Foot-plough, 
ind then the Plowing, Dunging, and Sowing-part 
s all finiſhed for that Seaſon. There is alſo a third 
ay too much practiſed by bad Husbandmen, and 
done either through Neceſſity or Neglect. If by 
he Firſt, they ſay in Defence of this Miſmanagement, 
hat they could not get Dung enough all the Winter 
d Spring: ſeaſons, to lay on their Fallow-ground-in 
e Time, and thus plead. a Neceſſity for their late 
| 3 Laying 
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Fanz them, they will in Courſe ſhew their ill Ed 


lowing Spring; and then enſue the great Cha; 
and Damage of Weeding, and the Ground ſo hut 


certainly very much ſuffer ; beſides the Loſs tht 


their open common Field Lands, lying 


like thoſe in Ajlesbury Vale is never plowed a-crobi 
dut then they enjoy ſome of the beſt of Ground, fi 


molt Part red, c 
in Rood and Half. acre Lands, that they dreſs and m- 
nare with Dung, with the Fold, and with Lime, 


0 , q up tle 
rily accom 


not a requiſite Time to ferment 
Seeds of Weeds which muſt 


y the firſt warm Weather that happens in the fd 


by it, that the next Bean, Pea, or Oat-crop, mul 


ſuch crude Dung may bring on the preſent When 
crop, which under ſuch ill Huſbandry ſeldom eſcapt 
the ſmutty or Pepper-wheat Diſeaſe ; a Misfortus 
is dreaded by Thouſands, that, to avoid it, they 
never dung their Land the ſame Summer they ſow! 
with Wheat, but lay their Muck, or, as many ai 
it, their Compoſt on their Ground, juſt before the 
plow and ſow it with Horſe-beans, or Oats, 

Of Manures and Dreſſings made Uſe of uk | 
HY heat-crop in the Vale-lands: of Beaver. The Pr 
tice of Manuring, Dreſſing, . and: Plowing many a 


here, I in 
going to ſhew, becauſe, though their Ground if 
tuated as low as thoſe in Aylesbury Vale, yet then 
is a conſiderable Difference in their Management 
Many of theſe Farmers may be 1 Hob 
bandmen, and it concerns them to be ſo, as the 
pay Seven Shillings and Six-pence an Acre for th 
arable Ground, that lies in Ridges and Furrows and 


there is hardly any exceeds it for p ing large Croſs 
of Wheat, _— and Peaſe, > as being for tt 
ayey and gravelly Loams, which 
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low it in at the firſt Srirtee-time, and ſeldom or 
ever juſt before the laſt Plowing, beckuſe here their 


ax Highway-dirt or any other Rubbiſh with their 
Dung, and, after it is well prepared, lay it on their 
Wheat-land. A certain Gentleman, in this Coun- 
7, was ſo curious a Huſbandman, as to collect 
lnt-hills, Tanners-bark after its being made Uſe 
fand done with by the Tanner, and Privy-dung, 
nd with his Stable-dung made a Compoſt, which 
je would let lie in a great Heap, or Dunghil, ſome 


r thrice, till he had kept it a Year or more, and 
ade it all fo fine, that it would paſs through the 
rge wired Screen; when it was thus got ready, he 
pplied ſome of it to his Garden Uſe, and ſome to 
he Field Uſe ; if to the Latter, it was carried in 
Cart, and, when on the Spot of Ground, they 
rew it out, by ſpreading it over the Land with a 
ovel, and then fowed and plowed in the Grain. 
ks to the Fold, there are hardly any but great Far- 
ners, that employ one, and that a little one, be- 
aule, this being a flattiſh, wettiſh, open Field 
ountry, the Sheep here are very ſubject to the' 
Kot 3 and, therefore, if a Farmer has not the Con- 
eniency of Shifting them in Meadow-ground, or 
n plowed Lands that lie dry (which few ſmall 
armers have) the Loſs may be more than the 
'rofit. There were very few Sheep killed by the 
butcher in the dry Year of 1742, but what had 
een 2 touched with the Rot, as appeared 

y their hard cory Liver z elſe this Field-dreſſing 
ould be of excellent Uſe here, as agreeing very 
ell with their Sort of. Soil. But their Lime is uſed 
general, and anſwers exceeding well on their gra- 
m. elly Loams and gravelly Clays, contrary to thoſe 
ee. loamy, clayey Lands in Aylesbury Vale, which 
TE. being 


dils are very apt to breed ſmutty Wheat; others 3 


ime, till he had it turned ; and this he did twice 
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being of a fuer Nature, and lying higher, 
nat ſuit this Sort of Dreſſing, nor did I ever ſee n 


not a little governs the Countryman, as is obvigy 
by the Non- uſe of Lime, in the large open Fields 


ten or more Miles, to buy and fetch Rags Hom# 
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by, when I write more particularly dn Lime; in tht 


gut, they takeCare'to lay on the juſt Quantity of tw 


and ſlake, till all is ready to be ſpreaded, and the 
hy a whole Waggon-load of Lime, which is fire 


when ready, they carry it in a little low Cart, and 


a double Dreſſing, generally returns them prodig 


£9 *- * 15 Nr * : 8 W 
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res and Dreſlins 


make Uſe of Lime in this Vale: although a great 
Deal may be ſaid on Account of Prejudice, 'whid 


of Pitftone,' near foinghoe, where they have Hundred 
of Acres of gravelly, loamy Land, that woul 
rightly agree with the Lime Improvement, and 30 
pay no. Regard to the great Opportunity they may 
enjoy of making Lime at a cheap Rate, becauſe 
under all their: Surface, they have a chalky Bot 
tom: But, inſtead of Lime, they go ſometiing 


at a much dearer Rate. But this Vale- farmer i 
wiſer for liming his Land, as F fhall ſhew; by and 


mean While, I muſt here obſerve, that in July, of A 


Quarters and a Half upon each half Acre Ridge 
land, in little Heaps, over the whole Land, to Iv 


to be plowed in at the ſecond Stirree-time. Other 


Quarters, in one Heap, on a Land, to lie a M ond 
or more, to ſlake and crumble by the Weather, and 


by a Shovel take it out and ſpread it over tw 
half Acre Lands, which, after having been plovel 
in twice or more, they ſow and plow in their Wheat 
feed in this Month, and then they ridge up thel 
Land, contrary to the Vale of Aylesbury Practice, 
for here they always caſt down their Land at Sow 
ing time. Some of theſe Farmers will alſo lim: 
and dung their Land the ſame: Year, which, being 


ous Crops of Wheat and Lent-grain. Some i 
alſo make Uſe of Coal-ſeot, by. ſowing it _— 


4 
$\ » © 
5 


/ Manures and Dreffings fir Chilturn. 
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ir Wheat, about Candlemas; and, as their :Ridge- 


* 


off them, but often does a great Service, by forcing 
on a ſtrong and quick Growth of their Wheat. 
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F Manures and Dreſſings for improving Wheat-. 
O Crops in the Chilturn Country. There are 
many Sorts of theſe made Uſe of for the Improye- 
ment of Crops in Chiliurn Earths, which do not 
ſuit Vale-land 3 for, though, in the Vale common 
Fields, their Farmers employ the Fold, Pigeon- 
dung," Yard-dang, Scouring of Ditches, Sc. yet 
in the Chilturn, or drier hilly Country, they con- 
ſume great Quantities of theſe and many other Sorts 
of Manyres and Dreſſings, as, Horn- ſhavings, 
Glovers-ſhavings, Sheep-trotters, Hogs and Cows: . 
Hooves and Hair, Hens and Rabbit-dung, Peat, 
Coal, and Wood- aſhes, Pitch-brands, Sprats, Rags, 
Chalk, Lime, Oil-cake Powder, Malt-duſt, Sc. 
which I ſhall give very particular Accounts of, as. 
follows, I. 
De Nature and, Uſe of Horn and Glovers Shavings.. 
— This Manure is taken Notice of by Houghton, 
Morlige, and many other Authors, who all write in 
great Praiſe of them; One ſays, that, in the Year 
1694, Horn- ſhavings were then ſold, in London, for 


Eight Shillings and Six Pence a Quarter Sack, and 


that five ſuch Sacks, ſtrewed and ſcattered in Fur- 
rows, before the Plough, at Michaelmas, will. very . 

much improve two Acres of Land ſown with Wheat- 
ſeed 1 but do little, or no Service to hot Ground. 
Accordingly, he ſays, when he was a Boy, and 
now was Fas ſixty Years of Age, he knew 
4 wet, cold Place, of fix or ſeven Acres of Ground, 
ſar had ſixteen Sacks of theſe Shavings ſtrewed on 
| | De as | 3 


continues 90 ſtill 'Þ 
pers were then twenty- Toa, — — * of pr 
above twenty Sacks a Fear. But this Account y 
| pot ſufficient, to inſtruct an nt Farmer in the 
right Uſe of this beneficial Drefling, or durahl 
anure 3 and, therefore, I ſhall endeavour to carry 
on this Subject a little farther, and ſhew a large 
and more particular Uſe of Horn-ſhayings. 0 
theſe there are two Sorts fold by the Horner in 
London, or thoſe who, out of Ox's, Cows, and 
Bull's Horns, make Combs, Inkhorns, and a hm- 
dred other Sorts of Utenſils and Knick-knacks, moſt 
of whom live in Petticoat-lane, near Whitechappeln 
London. The ſmall Sort of Horn- ſhavings an 
thoſe commonly made by the Inkhorn-makers, whq 
ſell them, for about eleven Shillin Quarter- 
ſack, and two Sacks ſow an Acre. Tbe lad lar ge Son 
are eight Shillings a Quarter-ſack, and two 9 
Half of them ſow an Acre; but the ſmall Sort tt | 
reckoned the cheapeſt, becauſe they go a great deal 
the fartheſt, by bee cloſer and covering the more 
Ground. Both theſe are, by ſome, thought not i 
be fo proper a Manure for wet as for dry Land, be- 
cauſe the larger Sort, eſpecially, is apt to hold We 
ter, and chill the Roots of Wheat in ſuch wet 
Ground, to its Damage; but where the Earth lig 
dry, either in Vale or Chilturn Lands, they are 4 
maſt excellent Manure, and will do great Service, 
for ſeveral Years, In our Chilturs, gravelly, and 
other dry Soils, we uſe them in this Manner: If 
Wheat · ſeed is to be ſown in four Thorough-ftitches, 
or what may be called #9 Bout-lands, after all the 
Ground is harrowed plain, Horn or Glovers Shav-. 
ings are to be ſown over all the Land; and the 


8 muſt be plowed and ſowed in Fon 
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Kann 7 
rea ben, Which, in this Poſture, will. greatly nouriſh 
ah WE: 1c Corn, and kerp it warm in Winter, and moiſt 
in Summer. This Operation is to be performed in 
the ſtiffer, dryiſt Soils'; but, if Wheat- ſeed is to 


TA 


int dams, then the Sha vings are to be ſown thus: 
n the hen all the Ground is harrowed plain, and ready 
rable or the laſt Plowing, ſow your Shavings on the 
carry BT op of it, and plow them in as ſhallow as poſſible; 


hen ſow your Wheat-ſced Broad-caſt, and harrow 
t in, and the Harrow will tear and raiſe up the 


. 8 


n bavings towards the Surface, and mix them with 
, ant he Seed. If your — are to be ſown on a 
bu. hay Land, and your: Wheat is to be ſown in the 
mol ame Broad-caſt, ſow your Shavings on the Top, 
pal cmmediately ſow your Wheat-ſced, and, with a Foot 


pr Swing-plough, plow all in together, but do not 
arrow any more. Thus I have made known the 
bree ſeveral Ways, at this Time, made Uſe of in 
Lbilturn Countries, for ſowing and employing thoſe 
Phavings; and I am farther to obſerve, as was be- 
dre remarked, that theſe Shavings, contrary to 
bat ſome old Authors have advanced, are gene- 
Wally allowed to agree beſt with Gra vels and dry, 
andy, and ſtony Loams, becauſe, as they are of 
ſpungy Nature, and receive and retain Water, 
hey will continue in the Ground ſo a long Time, 
eep ſuch Land in a moiſt Condition, and nouriſh 
e Corn in the drieſt Seaſons. And, beſides all 
© \ his, there is another extraordinary good Property 
rvice, lclonging to them; and that is, theſe Shavings 
deing of a tough Nature, the hungry Quality of 
arp and ſtony Gravels and Sands cannot eaſily 
aſte their Subſtance, in a little Time, as they do 
lable-dungs, and powdered Manures; and, there- 
ore, in many Places, they are preferred, as the 
eſt of Manures. If you are to ſow Wheat-ſeed 
mn one Plowing up of Turnep-ground, and your 
. Soil 


be ſown in gravelly Soils Broad- caſt, or on any dry 
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go Of Manüres and Dreflings 
Soil is a Jooſe Loam, or ſuch like, you may {op 
your Sha vings and Seed, and plow both in together; 
or, as I ſaid, you. may, firſt plow the Shavings in; 
and then harrow in your Wheat-ſeed ; for, in th 
Shape of Management, the Shavings will riſe, in 
ſome Degree, towards the Surface, and not deſcend 
from the Corn-roots : But take Notice, that u 
are not to expect ſo much from the Shavings, the 
firſt Year, as they will yield afterwards, becauf 
they will not be rotted, till the Second; and the 
and two Years after, or more, they will add an er 
ceeding Fertility to the Ground, e. 
The Nature audUſe of Woollen Rags.-—Theſe Rag 
are a moſt excellent Dreſſing for all Chalks, chalky; 
ſandy, and gravelly Loams, and, ſuch like di 
Earths and the more ſo, as they come from Place 
where they uſe, much Oil, or Greaſe, in the Wook 
len Buſineſs 3 for nothing gives a greater Fertility 
to the Earth, than thoſe Things that abound with 
a a nitrous or unctuous Quality. For this Reaſon | 
1 is, that ſome of the better Sort of Farmers, in out 
. Parts, fetch their Woollen Rags from about New 
1 Port- Pagnel, in Northamptonſhire, which lies about 
twelve Miles from their own Home, and think it 
— 1 good Huſbandry to go ſo far, with a Waggon and 
—— five or ſix Horſes. Others bring them in their Re: 


ili turn from London, by Way of Back-carriage 3 tht 
. is, after the Farmer has carried up to Londen ſome 
11 Corn, Meal, or Chaff, he loads back with Rags ure 
„ though he brings them thirty Miles. Others, and hel 
9 in the moſt general Way, buy their Woollen Rs. 
1 4 ready brought down to Hempſtead, twenty- tw nd 
„ Miles from London, by the Return of the comma h 
04 Road -waggons, and load them in their own Wag⸗ 
1 | RE 
$11 $111 9 : 25 | 
1 0 gon, as ſoon as they have delivered their Grain? 
0H Nlarket. Now, what I would obſerve from thy 
FIN is, that Woollen Rags get more and more inẽů ies 
60 | Uſe; and that the Rags, made in the Count!y 8100 
i lf . Be — 
0 
| +1170 X 1 
| | 
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for Chilturn Land.. = _ 


= ee more preferable, for the Farmer's Uſe, than the 
ether; Arier and cleaner London Woollen Rags. Mr. Wor- 
ee, who is allowed to be a celebrated Author, 


? 
YN 


n thy ves no more than the following Account of Rags: 
ſe, u — “ In Rags of all Sorts, there is good Vertue; 
eſcend they are carried far, and laid upon Land, and 
t you Re have them in a warming and improving Tem- 


s, the per; one good Load will go as far as a dozen, 
ecaur or more, of Cow - dung. But I muſt farther 
1 they rie, chat the moſt general Way of uſing Woollen 
an er Mags is thus: When your Chalk, chalky Loam, 


addy Loam, or other dry Soil, fit for this Purpoſe, 
harrowed plain, ready for ſowing and plowing 
Wheat: ſeed, then empty eight Sacks of chopped 
R125 on one Broad- land Acre, each Sack contain- 


d 

Plac g fifty-ſix Pounds Weight, and each Sackful to 
Wool Wc in one Heap, at ſome Diſtance from another. 
rtility hen this is done, let a Man fill a Seed-cot with 
| with hem, and ſow the Rags Broad-caſt with his Hand 
fon it ver the Ground, and ſo on, till the Surface of the 
in. out Acre is covered; then let a Man directly ſow his 
New; WW heat-ſeed, out of a Seed-cot, all over the ſame 
about Land, and plow both Rags and Wheat-ſeed in to- 
nk ether, with a Foot, Swing, Jockey, or Wood- 
n an hip Plough, for all theſe go with a broad Socket- 
ir Re: are, adapted to the Purpoſe of plowing in Grain 


W'cry ſhallow. Thus one Acre of Land is finiſhed 3 
ad, in ſo doing, you will experience, that no Ma- 
ore ſuits theſe Soils better than Woollen Rags; for 


„ and Wieſe will, in ſome Degree, become ſo many Water- 
Rag g- pots to ſuch dry Earths, in the Summer-time, 
y- od, in the Winter, ſo warm the Roots of the 
nmol heat, as to keep off the Power of Froſts and 
Wag- hills of Waters. 55 | 
ain at Cows and Hogs-hair, their beneficial Uſes in 
this Br :/ing Wheat and other Crops. —Both Cows and 


ogs-hair are certainly of the ſame Nature with the 


loud, Fleſh, and Hide of the Creatures they are 
M taken 


82 Of Marbres and Dreflings 


lity, being lodged in the Hair and Briſtles of } 


capable of uniting with the Earth, in a little Tim 
and more fo, when its Subſtance becomes rom 
for then it eaſily incorporates with the ſmall Pail 


two, three, or more Years, before the Hair, 


their nouriſhing Influences. And this they do wit : 
more Expedition; than Shavings, Trotters, Hoc, 
Rags, or any other of the more ſubſtantial all 
tougher Dreflings. In ſhort, by our yearly E 
'rience, we find Cows-hair and Hogs-briſtles to 
as fertile Manures, as any other Sort whatſoel 
for the Time they laſt, by their yielding a qui 
warm, and moiſt Nouriſhment to the Land th 


writes in his Sylva, at Page 78, Water and Ol 
| Yet, notwithſtanding the Goodneſs and Value of ti 


managed by the Farmer, as to bring him under 
here give my Reader an Account of a Caſe relatiy 


learn to beware; which is as follows, viz. 
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taken from; and, I preſume, this Nature, or 05 H 

Ip, is of the oily and ſulphureous Kind, and bis 

ſequently deſerves to be ranked amongſt the bet of m 
ve 


fertile Dreſſings and Manures for Land. This Qi 


oth( 
han 1 
wn D 
rhich 
. ſhe 
cles of the Mould, which it ſticks to, and thus H E 


Beaſts, is, by its fine, ſtiff, and thready Parts, mat | 


Briſtles, are intirely confurned and waſted. © In His T. 
mean Time, they readily adminiſter their balſami hick 
fruitful Aſſiſtance to all Corn, Graſs, Trees, ene 
other Vegetables, that are ſown and planted amo e 


auſed 
ace, 


iſcov 
ions, 

Men 
others, 


are ſown on; fo that, if they are rightly ſown a 
mixed with the Earth, the Roots of Vegetable 
prefently meet their Aſſiſtance, and then they briy 
on their luxurious Growth; for, as Lord Bun 


„ are the two principal Materials of Vegetables, Plicatit 


or ſer 
Writing 
by the 
down 
lings f 
carryir 
that N 
then ir 


excellent Manure, it may, like a Joint of Meat ſpol 
ed, in its Dreſſing, by an ignorant Cook, be ſo il 


Loſs rather than Profit; to prevent which, I ſw 


to the ſame, that he, by other Mens Harm, m 


He 
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_ for Chilturn Lande.. 83 : 
ue 2 Gentleman, by wrong Application of Hair | . 
, = bs Land, ſuſtained a conſiderable Loſs, ſeveral Tears 
ecber.— This Gentleman, who lives about twenty- 
ee Miles from London, and is better acquainted in 
Locher Art that he profeſſes and is maintained by, 
an in Husbandry, was ſo much bigotted to his 
n Notions, as to refuſe all Advice, in this Reſpect ; 
nich led him into the great Miſtake I am going 
So ſhew, which was this: By his living ſo near 
enn, where the greateſt Quantities of the Hair of 
eacts are to be bought, he was tempted to ſend 
eis Team for ſo much of it, that he laid it almoſt as 
ick as we do our common Dung. The Conſe- 
oence of this imprudent Management was, that the 
eat Quantity of this rich ' Manure burnt up the 
WR oots of. the Wheat and other After-crops, and 
W:uſcd bulky Crops of Weeds to grow in their 
ace, for ſeveral Years together; which plainly 
iſcovers the great Neceſſity there is of Book · inſtruc- 
ons, when they proceed from Facts, that teach 
Men oftentimes, by the Coſt and Experience of 
ters, the true Way of ſaving Charge, and in- 
reaſing Wealth; and this, by adjuſting the Quan- 
tity of Manures and Seeds, the right Time, and 
the proper Land, they are to be applied to. The 
Truth of this I ſhall further illuſtrate, by an Ex- 
ample of the judicious Management of an Fertford- 
ire Farmer, as follows, viz. = 
How an Hertfordſhire Farmer, by a right A. 
Plication of Hair to his Land, got great Crops of Corn, 
or ſeveral Tears logetber.— The Farmer, I am now 
writing of, living near Hempſtead in Hertfordfhire, 
by the Return of his Waggon. from London, brought 
down as much Hogs-hair, as he gave thirty Shil- 
lings for, being allowed the Privilege of loading and 
carrying away as much as he poſlibly could, for 
that Money, in the wet Condition the Hair was 
then in; and it was ſo wet, that the Water draingd 
1 from 


-” 
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$4 Of Manures and Dieffinge: 
from it, more or. leſs, all the Way he came; I ed, 
having fix ſtout Horſes in his Team, he bro ite 
home as much as well dreſſed two Acres of gu e n 
Ground, that before had, by ſeveral Plowings, ben orm 
prepared and got into a fine Tilth. Then, as ful or pl 
as he had ſowed the Hogs-hair, and plowed it th each 
in, he ſowed Turnep-ſeed all over the Land, tick 
| harrowedit in; which produced a prodigious for 
of Turneps, that were fed off with Sheep betims.M hey 

Their being ſo early fed off gave this Farmer Lane 
Opportunity, on only one Plowing, to ſow from 
Ground al over with Wheat-ſeed ; and he had H oak 
biggeſt Crops of Wheat and other Grain, that wrWthouc 
ſown in the ſame Field, ſeveral Years afterwards from 
Yer I would here be underſtood, when I fay, fer Whe 
veral Years afterwards, for about four Years in al AF vour: 
with a little other Aſſiſtance ; for Hair is a I Wea 
Manure, in Conſideration of Hooves, Herns, Rigg plow 
and other of the tougher Sorts, and will be ſoon WR verm 
or later, conſumed, as the Earth it is applied tou cauſc 
leaner or fatter, ſtiffer or lighter. When Cows, be rc 
Hogs-hair, is bought of the Tanner, or Butcher, fuch 
it is commonly fold for eight Pence a Buſhel ; will 
twenty Buſhels, ſcattered over one Acre of Lad Body 
will be ſufficient for any Crop that is to grow in M app!i 
ſame, SY I where 
We Heooves of Cows or Oxen, their durable or R 
fertile Drefſing of hungry Soils.— They are bog ingly 
in ſome Places, for one Shilling a Buſhel, and, % ſhal 
cording to the old Way of Management, are to e H 
chopped into ſmall Bits, and ſcattered over the La ** for 
on the laſt Plowing but one, and then immediate © an 
- plowed into two Bout-lands with the Wheat cel * fri 
Or they may be ſowed on the rough Ground, as an 
laſt Plowing left it, in Broad. lands, and the Wheat ** Ci 


feed harrowed in them: Or the Bits of Hool G ray 
may be plowed in, at Stirree-time, in Bouts: VI : - 
* thi 


they may be ſown on the Broad-lands, with 1 
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, and then boch may be plowed in together. 


ol Fifteen Buſhels, chopped ſmall, ſow an Acre. But 
be new Way of managing theſe Hooves is thus per- 
e ormed: As ſoon as the Whear-ſeed is harrowed, 
or plowed, in Broad-lands, at a Foot Diſtance, force 
nh each whole Hoof erect into the Ground with a 


WS:ick, ſo that the broad Part remain uppermoſt 
bor the Rain to fill them; and then, in Time, 
they will rot and diffuſe the beſt of Dreſſing to the 
Land, by the Running over Water, which proceeds 
from the Putrefaction of thoſe Hooves, that will 


bak in and moiſten all the Roots of the Wheat, 
e chough the Hooves lie, at twelve Inches Diſtance 
from each other, juſt covered by Earth. The 
Wheat, in this Poſture, is ſecured from being de- 
i voured by Dogs, Foxes, wild and Pole-cats, Kanes, 
g Weaſles, and Stoats: And, when theſe: Hooves are 
168 plowed up afterwards, and thereby expoſed to Field- 
de vermin, yet will they remain in a ſafe Condition, be- 
oi cauſe they become fo rotten, by that Time, as to 
abe refuſed by ſuch voracious Animals, Hooves are 
het BR fuch a durable Manure and Dreſſing, that they 
an will laſt well fix Years, and, being of a very tough 
na Body and oily Nature, they are moſt proper to be 
applied to gravelly, ſtony, ſandy, and chalky Soils, 


where they will prove ſo many little Watering-pots, 
or Receptacles, to ſuch dry Grounds, and exceed- 


0088 ingly nouriſh them. Now, to this my Account, I 
„ ſhall ſubjoin that of another, who ſays, That 
i © Hooves are of the Nature of Hair and Horn, 
na bor the Dreſſing of Land, if chopped to Pieces 
e and ſowed on the dry Land; which makes it 
ed] „ fruitful, for three Years, and does vaſt Service, 
> * and ſo on, if repeated; it is now, ſays he, the 
eat 


** Cuſtom to dreſs the Land with Horn and Woollen- 


a £ rags, Hooves are excellent Fewel to harden 
4 B Iron, and the Tripe- folk often burn them under 
1 * their Copper, to fave Coals; they are fold from 
ec; | | | | | 


„ Twelve- 
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ce Twelve-pence to Eighteen-pence a Bufhel, a 


are often ſet on Sticks in Gardens, to catch EA *y : 
c wigs.” Now, how ſhould a young Farm, . 
or other Nòôvice; or a Landlord that may vou IF 
tarily, for Pleaſure, Profit, or his Health; or, wil -. 
being neceſſitated to ſeize for Rent, be obliged iir 
take one or more Farms into his own Hands; Rn²¹i z at 
how to improve his Eſtate, by ſuch a ſhort and gr they 
neral Way of Writing? So that it may plainly ap Cart 
' pear, by this and many other Inſtances, that it wa ri 
high Time for me, or ſome other Perſon, to employ. c:. 
our Pens in diſcovering the Nature of different M. and 
nures, their Quantity, and other of their Propertic, WM... 
which has not been ſufficiently done before. rowe 

_ Dreſſing Land with Blood, — Tt is recorded tha, Wc... 
after the Battle of Badnam in Devonſhire, won Ll TH 
Lord Hopton, the Blood of the Slain did fo fertit f tity, 
the Fields wherein Corn had been ſown a littk s fla 
before, that the Year following produced ſo ext, ech. 
ordinary a Crop, that moſt of the Wheat-ſtalk well. 
bore frem two to fourteen Ears: The Owner, by hay c 
reaſon of its being trod down, thought to - reſow it WM ::;n;; 
but was diſſuaded; and it happened as above. N wnic 
to remark on this, I have to write, that, as other 
the Dreſſing of Land, this Way, by Blood, Gol WM nure 
forbid it ſhould ever h»ppen again; but, as ,, |; 
Blood is of an oily Nature, and abounds with the 1:6: 

_ greateſt Store of Salts, it is certainly one of ti ſaw a 
richeſt Dreſſings in the World, as is annually provel Surry 
by the Dunghils of Butchers, which generally pro- at c. 
duce the greateſt Crops of Corn and Graſs ; and i ſame 
is for this Reaſon, that we frequently apply te till it 
Blood of Beaſts to the Roots of Trees, and tber Spad 
Increaſe of Growth, in Wood and Fruit, ſhews the the 7 
great Fertility of this Sort of Dreſſing. Me? ing i 
The Benefits of dreſſing Land with Lime, for imp come 
Ing a Wheat-crop.— This Sort of Dreſſing agrees by fi 
with andy and gravelly Loams, and other light Ear tu; befor 
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d away, here as it would be, if ſown on Clays, or 
or OS. cctiſh Lands; for Lime is a cold Manure, after 


be Fire is out of it; however, where it is laid on in 


5 good Quantity, I have known it do Good on a 
[0 | ; ſtiff and moiſt Loams. a Lime, in different P laces, 
s attended with different Management. In Surry, 
they lay one Bufhel on a Heap taken out of a low 
SS Cart, and this at every Pole-diſtanee throughout 
SS. field; and, when ſlaked by the Weather, with 
ly Shovel, they throw it over the Land, plow it in, 
BW nd then directly harrow in their Wheat-ſeed on the 
ame. Or, when the Ground is plowed and har- 
rowed, the laſt Time but one, the Lime may be 
„owa and plowed in with Wheat-ſeed in two Bout- 
by lands: Or, when the Lime is ſown in a little Quan- 
i WS tity, as that of ſixty Buſhels on one Acre, when R 
i BW i; laked, the Lime and Seed may be plowed in to- 
1 gcther in Broad-lands, and it will nouriſh two Crops 
I well. But, in ſome Parts of this Country, they 
5 lay on a whole Kiln of Lime on three Acres, con- 
i taining nine Loads, and each Load forty Buſnels; 
which, with ſome alternate Dreſſings of Dung, or 
other Sorts, will laſt ten Years ; for this Sort of Ma- 
ol rnure greatly hollows the Ground, cauſes Wheat 
a oy to kern, ſweetens the Land, and kills Weeds and 
be Ingects. On the fourth Day of Auguſt, 1738, I 
w law a large Field juſt plowed up and rolled in 


Surry; and then Half a Buſhel of Lime was laid, 
at every Pole-diſtance, in Rows throughout the 
lame, for ſowing Wheat. Some let Lime lie, 
till it is ſlaked, before they throw it about with a 
Spade, or Shovel ; others put a little Mould over 
the Tops of the Heap, for the more gradual Slak- 
Ing it. About Godilman in Surry, they lime for 
common Wheat, French Wheat, Barley, and Peaſe, 
by firſt Shooting down a Cart-load in one Heap 
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ccauſe Lime will not be ſo ſoon chilled, nor waſh- 
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before Sowing, and let it lie a Week, two, three, 
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or more, to flake, according as the Weather ts; foul 
ſmall Rain ſhuts it, but a great one ſlakes it. WWI t i 


this is done, they draw it about in a leſſer low C 
and a Man, with a Shovel, takes the ſlaked Line 
out, and ſtrews it over the vacant Ground, till all ch 
Field is covered with it; then they harrow it i; 
for the preſent, to keep the Winds from blowing 
it away. After this, they give the Land ox WA" 
Plowing, and harrow in their Wheat-ſeed, which, 
in their ſandy Loams, is preſently mixed with th 
Lime, that is raifed to the Seed by the Harrow- tine, 
but. if this Work 18 deferred, till late in O Hoher 
and the Rains fall in Plenty, the Lime is apt u 
burn the Horſes Feet. Here they are of Opihion, 
that Lime does little ot no Good on ſpringy, low, 
and ſtiff Land; yet, where Clays lie not very lo 
and are not attended with the Riſe of Springs, | 
may be of Service; but ſandy and dry Loamg 
they believe, receive the greateſt Benefits from Lime. 
One of their Farmers told me, that he knew Line 
once fown by the Hand out of a Seed- cot; but iti 
not practiſed here, ä 
_ - The Benefit of dreſſing Land for 4 Wheat-crop, 
_ plowing in Clover. This Piece of Huſbandry is ndt 
in general Practice, becauſe a good Crop of Clove, 
ſometimes, pays the Farmer near as well as a Crop 
of Wheat; and therefore it diſcourages a Farmer u 
put it to the Uſe of ſupplying Dung, or Manure. 
However, where a good Crop of Clover grows ll 
a gravelly Soil, it anſwers beſt of any where to ploy 
it in, for harrowing Wheat-ſeed on the ſame Land; 
becauſe, a Gravel being of a looſe and hungry N. 
ture, and the Clover of a bulky and tough Bay, ! 
will remain in this Earth ſome Time, before in 
Subſtance can be conſumed, and, by this Means, ad. 
miniſter ſuch a Fertility to the Roots of Wheat, & 
to produce a great Crop. This Piece of Huſband 
is more practiſed, about Harrow-0n-the-Hill, — 
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bes in any Place beſides; and here they do 
W: in their ſmall pebbly and ' gravelly Ground, 
Which is reckoned td be one of the pooreſt Soils in * 


de Kingdom. After the Clover is plowed in, it 
ent to lie a few Days, to ferment ; and, when the 

n WF crmentation is over, the Wheat-ſeed may be har- 
ng oed in; for, if the Seed was to be harrowed in 

an Wi itectly, it may canker or burn up the Roots of 
heat, to the Deſtruction of the Crop, 

th; 7h: Benefit of dreſſing Land for a commbn Wheat- = 
y, by tbe Plowing in of French Wheat. — This is 
br WS very ſerviceable Invention for ſaving the great 


harge of dreſſing Land with Dung, or Manure 3 
nd it is ſtill of greater Service, where no other 
reſüng, or Manure, can be conveniently come at. 
W or this Purpoſe, light and dry Lands are the moſt 
Wroper of all others; as, Sands, Gravels, Chalks, 
Ind their Loams, which, with good Management, 


my, 

me: ay be prodigiouſly aſſiſted, by the Plowing in of a 

ime rop of French Wheat. This profitable Husbandry 
gs even tempted ſome Farmers to ſow and get Crops 


f French Wheat in their gravelly Grounds, 


err Poplar and Bow in Eſſer, about four or five 
not liles diſtant from London; where it has anſwered 
ver WP ©! to dreſs their hungry Gravels with this French 
heat, by plowing it in at a right Time, and in a 


ght Manner; but not ſo well as in ſome Parts of 

orfolk and Suffolk in their ſandy Lands, becauſe, ; 
theſe latter Places, Manures and Dreſſings ate = 
ery difficult and chargeable to come by, when q 


doe Grounds, lying near London, may be ſupplied 
Ns t an eaſier and cheaper Rate. Now there are ſeve- 
„i Ways to dreſs and fertiliſe the Earth by French 


Wheat : One Way is to draw a Roll by one or two 


e Its 

Fo al ſes over the Crop of French Wheat, when it is 
t, t into full Bloom; for, if this Work is deferred la- 
na che Seed may be ſo ripe as to furniſh the Ground, 
an Fs grow a Year, or two, afterwards, to the Da- 


ge of the firſt and ſecond Crops of Grain, Thus, 
WM when 
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when the French Wheat is laid flat, the Plough q 


be worked to turn the Stalk into the Ground; me 
if any appear that are not buried, there is a wh 
convenient Inſtrument to be made Uſe of, Hu mes 
have deſcribed in the Month of July, at Page ter 
which will turn them in very cleverly ; and, ll 
your farther Information, I refer you to the Ch ch a 
wrote on French beat in that Month, wheren Wn 
have amply treated on the great Service the P mm 
ing in of this Vegetable is of, to the fertiliſing 
Crop of common Wheat. te. 8 
An Account of the good Husbandry of the Reni 
Farmer, in making a Compoſt to dreſs his Lind i 
a Wheat-crop.In Kent, Surry, Eſſex, and ſome Pani 
of Miadidlz/ex,. but moſt of all in Kent, they are 
careful, and even make Uſe of all Opportunity fat 
during the Summer-ſeaſon, to collect ſeveral n fin 
of Ingredients, for raking a Compoſt to dra 
their Ground for a Wheat-crop and others; at [ 
for. this Purpoſe, they clean out all Ponds e 
Ditches that they can, to come by Mud and WW 
lidge; and fo diligent are theſe Farmers, in un | 
Queſt of ſuch Ingredients, that they dig up all n, 
perfluous Surfaces, eſpecially thoſe that lie under Mee 
Drip of Trees, or Hedges, where nothing can guns, 
to Profit. Thus, wherever they can dig aRanged l 
Mould that can be ſpared, they fail not to do iti ! 
make theſe Ingredients by a due Mixture of tr 
with Chalk, or Lime, and Dung, to ſerve inlay aſe t 
of Marle; and, when by Time, and ſeveral Tu * 
ings, they are brought into a fine Body, they m 
be made to anſwer as well as ſome Sort of mig; ; 
which is called he beſt Dreſſing ; and, that it me 
anſwer this their good Purpoſe, when they dig 
Mould under Hedges, they lay it in a nana 
Range about a Yard wide at Bottom, and on u 
Put a Range of Dung, and another of ſmall Chal | 
for, with the largeſt Chalk they make Lime. Thee 
after they have been incorporated and lain rogers 


me Time, they dig, ſhovel, and turn it into 2 


mes very fine, and into what they call a Compoſt. 
chers will lay a Range of theſe Ingredients, in 
e Width of fix or eight Feet, or more, and make 
bana Range, ſometimes, contain an hundred Loads 
n WF Compoſt, more or lefs : But the Middleſex Men 
Wmmonly incorporate all theſe together in a long 
a ſquare Clamp, or Dunghil, and peck and turn 
W till they get the Whole very fine; for, the finer. 
W is, the farther it will go, and do the greater Ser- 
ce, by its fine Particles mixing with the capillary 
ready Roots of the Corn, or Graſs. Others, in- 
ad of ſmall Chalk, make Uſe of Lime, as being 
far the better Sort, for making. coarſe Mould 
Wn fine, and killing the Seeds of Weeds, and the 
Needs of Twitch-graſs, Thiſtles, and others of 
at pernicious Tribe; then, in laſt or this Month, 
ey carry it about in a little low Cart, and ſhoot 
down in Heaps, which they ſpread all oyer the 
ield, for improving a Wheat-crop, that is to be 
Dn, in the Manner I have before directed. But 
ere are others, that will not make Uſe of any 
Pong, or Compoſt, whatſoever, for improving a 
Vheat-· crop, but plow the Compaſt in about Chriſt- 
45, in order to nouriſh a Bean or Pea-crop, and 
ver dreſs the Ground, in the leaſt, for Wheat, be- 
uſe they fear it will breed Smut and Weeds, ta 
e great Prejudice of that fine and moſt uſeful 
ain. On the Contrary, they truſt to the Quint- 
eence and Goodneſs of the Compoſt that was em- 
| loyed for the Growth of Beans or Peaſe to nouriſh 
gie Wheat. crop; and this it never fails to do, when 
e Bean or Pea-crop is a full one, as being one of 
at Sort which kills Weeds, and rather inriches 
an impoveriſhes the Ground; and it is by this, 
cans, that they are ſeldom, or never, troubled, 
ich a ſmutty Crop of Wheat, or, indeed, a. bad 
5 N 2 one 
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Range, or Heap; and fo again, till all ben | 


or how * Dre 
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Bo other Incidents. Burt the Benefit of 4250 
Ground with ſuch a Campoſt, for a Bean and Whey 
crop, is ſtill farther increaſed, when the Horſe. hi 
anc Hand-hough are employed, in laying up th 

Mould of the Intervals to the Bean- roots, acc 
ing to the Method I have before deſcribed ; iy 
then the Beans are nourifhed, and the Weeds kill 
in the higheſt Perfection; to which I have to add 
that, if the Wheat-crop, which preſently ſuccrech 
that of the Beans, is ſown by the ee Dril 
plough, and the Intervals are houghed with tl 
*Dutch Hand - hough, the Wheat a the ll 
Chance, of all others, ta be one of greatef 
Crops that is, as 1 have, i in my former A. mon 
fully explained. Theſe Lines, then, may ii 
phat all thoſe Farmers, who ſeldom, or new 
employ any other Dreſſing than Dung, and are Wl 
indiſcreet, as to uſe it directly out of the Farm-yar 
for nouriſhing a Wheat-crop ; as, to my Kok 
ledge, many do, both. in Vale and Chilturn C var 
tries, and thereby incur the Damage of ſmuty lf 
Pepper-wheat, the Growth of Weeds, and li 
Sourneſs of their Ground. But they are certain 
the beſt Husbandmen who firft clamp and rot i 
Dung, and lay it on for oh pale, a Bean- en 
and not directly for a Wheat- crop; t gh the 
is Room for an Objection, even againſt is Pre 
tice, where they ſow Wheat in common Fields, 
cauſe here the Bean-crop follows that of the Wha 
yet, if they could break through an old and way 
Cuſtom, they would certainly find a 2 eat Alm 
tage by it. And this I have fo fay, in Praiſe of ſo 
of the Middleſer Farmers, about Harrow, Siam 
and the adjacent Parts, who make it their Bun vate: 
to get a great deal of Sullidge out of the Botton J 
Drains in Roads, Commons, and other Pag 
which they here call a Mine; for, with this 
and the Empryings of Ponds and Ditches, ni 


nix London Dung, London Dirt, and ſmall Chalk 
eat, ix ſome fetch, above five Miles an End, from 
rd; which, after two or three Turnings 
eich ſome Coal-aſhes among it, becomes an ex- 
9 euent Compoſt far Graſs or Meadow Ground, as 
vell as ploughed Land. Fhe Benefits of this Huſ- 
dandry are too many to be enumerated here, and, 
herefore, I ſhall only hint that, if Ground is got 
een Sto good Heart, by being thus well dreſſed with 
rilk ſweet, ſtrong, and fine Compoſt, the leſs and ea» 
ier Plowings will better anſwer the Farmer's End, 


Wan more, and harder, without ſuch improved 
{WC ompoſt-drefſing ; becauſe it makes the Earth plow 
Wand 115 much eaſier, and finer, than otherwiſe 
t would. 
eve, The Nature and profitable Uſes of Soap-aſhes, for 
proving a Crop of Wheat, &c.— Soap-aſhes are 
thoſe made only by Soap-bailers, which are of a 
no white Colour, of a Mortar-conſiſtence, and of a 
warm Quality; becauſe they are made from the 
varm Parts of Pot-aſh, Lime, and Oil, or Tallow, 
being the groſs Matter ſeparated from them, which 
cauſes them to appear like Mortar. In this Condi- 
i don, they are ſold, at Landon, by the Cart-load, 
rand chiefly bought up by the Middleſex Plough-far- 
mer, who mixes them with Dung and Earth; and, 
Prod iter the Compoſt is duly turned and rotted into fine 
, h Particles, it is carried and laid upon the Ground in 
deu little Heaps, the latter End of laſt, or the Begin- 
bing of this Month, and then ſpread thinly over it, 
bor being plowed in with Wheat-ſeed into three 
cen and four Bout-lands ; and it is an excellent Dreſ- 
no [ing for warming and ſhortening their ſtiff, low, 
duc vatery Earths, for theſe Soap-aſhes are of ſo hot a 
0m e Nature, that, if they were to be ſpread over Land 
ach directly as they are brought from London, and the 
; SO Wheat-ſeed ſown forthwith, they would, in Courſe, 
bon its Roots and deſtroy the Crop; which is pre- 
EY 1 vented 
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94 Of Manutes and Dreflings, _ 
vented by the Fermentation the Aſhes go throtigh 
the Heap, or Dunghil ; and, as theſe Aſhes an 

thought to be an Alkali, they very probably imbihe 
the Nitre, or Spirit of the Air, which the Dews and 
Rains diſſoſve, and carry it with them into the 
Earth and Seeds, and fo fructify them, as to'caule! 
their great Improvement in the ſucceeding Crop of 
Whear. In ſhort, theſe Aſhes are accounted. the 
very beſt Dreſſing for Corn the Middleſex Farmer ei 
Joys ; and, indeed, they may be made to be of the 
like Uſe to any other Farmer in their Application 
to lighter and drier, Soils, if the Soap-aſhes be firf 
diveſted of their natural fiery Heat; which is eaſi 
done by mixing them with other Ingredients, ws 
giving them Time enough to ferment, as I-faid he. 
fore, in a compoſed Heap, or Dunghil. . _ 
Curious Obſervations on the Dreſſing of plowed Grand 
 evith Horſe-dung, &c. for increaſing a Crop of Wheat. 
Although I have wrote, in ſeveral of my Books, o 
the Nature and Service of Horſe and other Dung, WW 
as they relate to the Increaſing of Wheat Crop 
yet, by what I have written and am to write, It 
may be plainly perceived, that no one Author can 
hardly be ſuppoſed to be capable of writing an in- 
tire Syſtem of Huſbandry ; that is, a compleat 
Treatiſe of its Art: Becauſe the Science or Know. 
ledge of Huſbandry is ſo copious, in the Practice of 
many of its Branches, in innumerable Parts of thi 
Kingdom, that, I ſuppoſe, it cannot be learned by 
any one Man; and by reaſon of its Variablenel 
and being ſubject to frequent Changes of 1 
ment, in which this is one of its material Artic, 
and, therefore, requires the beſt of Information. 
He is certainly a good Huſbandman, who endes: 
vours to dung his Land all alike for a Wheat crop; 
and yet it is ſeldom done. I know but one Farme!, 
in all our Country, that is thoroughly nice, in ths 
Point; and he is fo careful, that, e 
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bas ſpread it over the Ground ready for plowing it 

| maſt goes himſelf, and, where he finds a Clot 9 
chan ordinary, pulls it in Pieces with his Hands, and 
diſperſes it about, in ſmaller Parts, as equally as he 
can. In like Manner, when rotten Dung is plowed 
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and after the Wheat-ſeed is ſown, he walks over 
his Field, and, where he ſees a Piece of Dung, as 
it were, ſtare up above the Earth, he draws and 
ſpreads it; and, for. this Purpoſe, he ſometimes 
W takes four or five Men with him, in order to pre- 
ent the Smothering and Burying of the Wheat- 
ſeed, by ſuch Clots or Pieces of the Dung, that, in 
this Poſture, may alſo nouriſh ſome Kernels very 
much, while others are intirely deprived of any Part 


= of its beneficial Aſſiſtance. Beſides, if Dung, ei- 
ther long, or ſhort, is laid on- Land in very great 
n Quantities (cſpecially Horſe-dung) juſt before Wheat 
- WS is ſown, it will burn or canker the Roots of it, and 


very likely breed more or leſs, ſmutty or Pepper- 
wheat; or cauſe the Wheat-crop to be ſo rank as to 
fall down before Harveſt, whereby oftentimes a 

lean Kernel is bred to the Loſs of Half or three 


al Parts of a Crop of Wheat, as I am going to prove 
A by the Example of a Gentleman's Miſmanagement, - 

! = 72. b 585 . ; 

. {ow a Gentleman, by laying on Stable-dung in ioo 
e of Vea a Quantity, bad commonly the worſt of Crops — 


I know a Gentleman that, to make a great deal 
of Dung, buys many Loads of Wheat-ſtraw of his 
neighbouring Farmers, for littering his Saddle, 
Coach, and Cart-horſes, his Swine, and other Beaſts 3 
and thus he makes great Quantities for dreſſing his 


tion. plowed Grounds. This, being alſo laid on in great 
dea- Quantities, cauſes his Wheat and Barley-crops to 
op; be commonly laid flat, before Harveſt, and to pro- 
mer, duce lean half Kernels, but abundance of Straw; ſo 


that it is juſtly remarked of this Gentleman, that, 
n 2 if 


Jin Broad. lands, or into two or three Bout-lands, . 


if he gave Half his Dung away, every Year, he wolf 
have had better Crops of Grain; for, under ſu 
exceſſive Dreſſing, he had not a tight Crop, ab 


once, in fix Years : And that was, when moſt och 

Wheat; or Barley, miſſed by very ſevere, fee 
and wet Seaſons, as it happened in that rigid WW ept 
ter and Spring 1740, when the ſame Gentleman hi A 
more Grain, than any of his Neighbours ; betauſ q 
the frigid Ait fo checked the Heat of the Dung, vl 1 
to keep it in a moderate Degree of acting, When *. 
by the Wheat and Barley · crops ſtood upright, a 1 

Harveft, and returned him the greateſt Plenty, * q 
How a Pubiican, by his Dogs dung, gets grew - 
| Crops of Wheat, and other Gratn, than his Neigh 3 
bours==Dogs-dung is often experienced and foul = 
to be the moſt "Retile Drefling of all the 2 6 
ped Sorts; as is alſo beſt known to thoſe Gent. * 
men who keep a Kennel of Hourſds, and ettply *7F 
their Dung in plowed Lands. At Dagnal in But 3 
fordſbire, there lives a Publican, who is Garte ay 
keeper to a Gentleman, which obliges him to keepi hy 
Number of Setting-dogs and Spaniels, that i al 
turn him a conſiderable Quantity of Dung, in ON 
Tear; and, as this Man is Owner of a ſingle Act wa 
of Land near his Houſe, he dreſſes it with hi 18 1 
Dogs-dung, every Year ; which helps him to fuel ) thi 
Crops of Wheat, Barley, Beans, and Peaſe, as excel roft 
thoſe of the neighbouring Farmers, and theſe on ap 
gravelly Soil. But, what is moſt to be admired, thi _ 
Man gets, by the Richneſs of his Dogs-dung, Crops oak 
of Corn, every Year, without the Interval of 2 
fallow one, though he ſows his Seed in the promiſou ill he 
ous, old, Virgilian Way; and, in the dry _— _ 0 
ceſſive cold Spring of 1740, when moſt Cfops ' ie 
Beans ſuffered by it, this Man's Crop aun 3 
and went on ſo well, that, at Harveſt, he _ "In 
beſt of Crops, as I and many more beheld v he th 
Admiration. qu ic: 
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nlS:-rove Crops of Mbeat. Cow. dung, of itſelf, is the worſt 
bon ung that 1s, to endure Wets, as being of a moſt ſpun- 
. ſoft, and hollow Nature; and, therefore, when- 
75 2 Perſon's Conveniency will allowof it, it is beſt 
1 cpt under Cover and managed, as I am going to 
hid ew: This Dung I mix with my ſhort Horſe-dung, 


ad keep both under Cover, every now and then 
pixing ſome Aſhes with them, and throwing Cham- 

rly on all, as often as the Maid empries her Pots. 
This is my conſtant Practice; and it is farther im- 
Wroved by the Addition of my Cocks and Hens 
dung, that rooſt, over it. This is an exceeding 


ixed, will certainly improve Crops of Wheat, and 

Ir: raſs, to a great Degree; and, for making it go 

fle. e fartheſt, I have it ſown by a Man's Hand out of 
; Seed-cot, who ſpreads it over the new-ſbwn Wheat, 
7 Ind it ſeldom fails of anſwering the deſired End. 


Dung and Litter of bis Stable — A Gentleman, that 


91 | 
oh ere kept his Farm in - his own Hands, for his 
* ealth and Diverſion, had a large Hole in the 

100 round by his Stable, that would hold near twenty 


Wi: Horſes, and the Drain of the Farm-yard ; and in- 
this Hole he laid all his Horſe-dung and the Lit- 
rof the Stable, to ſoak and lie a Monthor fix Weeks, 


chis or, by that Time, it would be full. Then he had it 
on! BF ried out and laid in a Heap, or Clamp, with ſome 
f 1 ould over its Top, to keep the Sun from drying, it 
ys Woo ſoon and too much; and fo on by farther Additions, 
e. he had a very great Dunghil. Now this Hole 
as ſo valuable in the Gentleman's Eſteem, that he 
h, as wont to ſay, he had rather ſee it full of black 
the ter than ſtrong Drink; becauſe the Litter and 
ich ung, by lying in it, became fo impregnated with 


ie Urine of Beaſts, that, when it had lain on a dry 


quickly 


The Nature and Cure of Cow-dung, for cauſing it za : — 


ood Compoſt, which, if timely turned and well 


Hiw a Gentleman, in Ayleſbury Vale, improved the 


ads of Dung; into this Hole ran the Stale of all 


Llece of Ground ſome Time, it would ferment and 
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98 Of Manures and Dreſſings, Ge. 
quickly rot into a ſhort Body, and become ans 


when the Orts of his Bean- ſtraw, which fell frog 
ſoaked. 


PDreſſing is the moſt univerſal Sort of all others, by 


crop, the Fold doth great Service in the Beginniy 
does not lie long on the Ground, before it is ploy 


that may be ſown in May, or June; but, if th 


do the greater Service to a Wheat- crop; and, at 


ing, in the ChilturnCountry eſpecially, on our nes, 


Sheep, and by their lying on it with their oil 


This Sort of Improvement is of the greater Valu 
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cellent Dreſſing for his plowed Grounds, eſpecial 
the Rack, were made Part of his Litter, and thy . 
To increaſe a Crop of Wheat by the Fold. — 1 . 


cauſe it ſuits with the Nature of Vale, ſtiff, wet, y 
well as with Chilturn, (ſhort, dry Land; and ti 
more or leſs, according to the Time of Year i 
Folding is performed. If it is done for a Tum 


of the Summer; becauſe the Sheep's Dung the 
ed into the Earth, for nonriſhing the Turnep-ſat 


Fold is employed on the fallow Ground for 
Wheat-crop, the forward Folding does little Gool 
and the Jatter a great Deal, by reaſon the Duy 
then does not lie long enough to have its Goodnel 
exhauſted by the Sun and Air, or ſpent by the At 
traction of the Earth. We, therefore, account 
Folding between Midſummer and Allbollantidt u 


cordingly, we increaſe the Width of our Fold i 
the latter Part of the Summer, becauſe one Night! 
Folding then goes as far as two in the former, Bit 
we carry this Piece of Huſbandry farther, by Fol 


fown Wheat; and, if the Ground is not too fi 
and wet, it will do very great Service, not only 
enriching the Land with the Dung and Stale of tie 


Coats, but alſo by, their treading in the Seed, and 
faſtening the Earth about the Kernel's Bodj: 


when it is performed on Wheat-ſeed harrowed 0 


a Clover, or other Graſs Lay, or when a Pea, Bea - 
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= fsnz=F -'- 
- Barley-ſfubble is plowed up, and Wheat-ſeed is 
arrowed into the ſame: But more of this in next 
lonth, wherein I ſhall finiſh the Chapter of Ma- 
7% and Dreſings for Chilturn Lands, as not hav- 
g Room to enlarge further in this Place, though 
W i; a Subject that might well fill an intire Book, 
2 full Diſcourſe was written on its many Bran- 
es and Benefits; for it is a Maxim in Huſbandry, 
ichout Dreſſing or Manuring, there is no ſuch 
ning as Farming to any Purpoſe or Advantage. 


ti CHAP. XVII. 
— | = SHEEP. 1 
tl F Sheep, and their Improvement. — Now the 
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greateſt Care is neceſſary in the looking after 


ep, to prevent their taking in the Cauſe of the 
ua ot and red or white Water, and dying by them 
no ereafter, and alſo for preventing their being taken 


ith the Gripes or other Maladies, that Sheep are 
ore than ordinary ſubject to at this Time; be- 
auſe, in this Month, it often happens that great 
Rains fall, and make the flaſhy Graſs lodge a crude 
nd unwholeſome Water in their porous Bodies, 


it bat in Thouſands of Sheep in ſome Seaſons bring 
br dn the Rot, or red or white Water, to their De- 
ol Wt ruion. It would, therefore, be prudent Ma- 


| | nagement in all Farmers to keep their Sheep well 


ſf In the foregoing Summer, by accuſtoming them to 
1 Wing every Day more or leſs in Clover, or other 


WP "tificial Graſs; for, when Sheep are all at once 
ought to feed on a plentiful Bite, they feed fa 
eedily as to occaſion the Beginning of theſe Diſ- 
ages. Hence it is, that the good Huſbandry of 
ing Clover, Trefoil, or Ray-graſs for the Feed- 
Ws of Sheep, by Way of baiting for Folding, tools 
KKiſe, and is now much practiſed by the better 
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nnn, 
Sort of Huſbandmen, who do not account it al 
Prejudice to ſow and feed artificial Graſſes in ti 
Manner; as ſome argue it is, becauſe, ſay they 
the Growth of Corn in the ſame Ground vou 
turn to more Profit. But this is certainly a will 
" Plea; for theſe Farmers generally contrive to ſor 
their artificial Graſs-ſeeds among Oats, Peaſe, q 
Beans, that they may enjoy their Clover-crop i 
the Fallow-ſeaſon, when the Ground would þ 
otherwiſe idle: Or, if they ſow their Clover, Tw 
foil, or Ray-graſs, among their Wheat or Bari 
it is rather more advantageous in ſome Ref 
becauſe the Land, for theſe Crops, ſeldom goa 
without a plentiful Drefſing or Manuring ; al 
then ſo much of ſuch Manuring or Dreſſing, as 
mains behind in the Earth, ſerves to bring on. 
more forward and fuller Crop of ſuch artifew 
Graſs, than when their Seeds are ſown among Ot 
Peaſe, or Beans; to the Saving of the great Chary 
of buying Coal-aſhes, Soot, or laying on Dung a 
other expenſive Aſſiſtance, which many do, aft 
Clover, &c. are ſown among Oats, or ſuch oth 
Lent Grain, Now alſo take Care to give ſomed 
my Antidotes, that I have made known in forme 
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ö 
| | Months, to your Folding-ſheep, for preventing "ll (25 
i Rot, red or white Water, Fc. always remember fru 
kit ing that Prevention is better than Remedy; u car 
N this will keep your Sheep in Health in the wlll 7 
an of Weather, Of all theſe Antidotes there is nol '% 
| exceeds the Goodneſs of that mentioned in the Sor! 
142d Page of my May Book, which is ſo effi of | 
cious, if rightly applied, that, I am ſure it will pt Wo 
vent thoſe fatal Diſeaſes of the Rot, or Waten Con 
but then ſuch an Antidote muſt not be ud For 
Halves ; that is, by giving it only once in two d will 
three Months. No, the Remedy is to be props thar 
tioned to the Danger; one Doſe ſometimes, " — 


moderate Weather, will go as far as two * , 
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nut there is very commonly a lamentable Objection 
made againſt this Practice by almoſt every Shep- 
herd, who, in Courſe, to fave their Labour, will 
iveigh againſt any new Remedy, as an inſipid In- 
WW. ovation, and very likely plead : Such a Man tried 


a Thing, and it did no Good; and, therefore, pray, 


W Maſter, don't go upon new Whimſies. This is 
the common Lirry ; and fo prevalent are the fri- 


volous Arguments of theſe ignorant Boobies, that 


by the Inhabitants of this large Town, when I was 
there in 1737.) 


it againſt his Servants and all others, that he ob- 


Regulus of Antimony Receipt, mentioned in my 
Practical Farmer, on his large Flock of Sheep; 
and it ſo effectually anſwered his Expectation, that 
(as he believed) it ſaved them from that moſt de- 
ſtructive Rot which happened in 1735, as he de- 


clared, for ] had it from his own. Mouth. 
The Advantages accruing to a Farmer, by the buy- 


ng in of Welch Sheep. -— Theſe are the moſt hardy 
Sort of all others, as being bred on the ſhort Bite 
of the cold Welch Mountains, but carry a coarſe 
Conveniencies attend the buying in of theſe Sheep: 
will leave a greater Quantity of Dung in the Fold 
condly, they are generally perfectly ſound. Thirdly, 
they will ſtand the Severity of Weather * all 

| OO : __ others, 


\ 


Palmer, Eſq; would not be 
thus chouſed out of his Reaſon, but ſo maintained 


Wool on their Backs. However, there are ſeveral 
For, frft, they will live on the leaſt Meat, and yet 


than others, in Proportion to their Bigneſs. Se- 


W they, for the moſt Part, preſently prevail with - 
their Maſters, not to adventure any Thing out of 
the old, common, beaten Path, and ſo miſs of a 
prevention for ſaving the Lives of, perhaps, one or 
more Flocks of Sheep. But that late worthy inge- 
nious Member of Parliament for Bridgwater in So- 
nerſetſbire ( whoſe Loſs I heard mightily regretted 


liged his Shepherd to try che Experiment of my 
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as os nn, 
others. Fourthly, they will quickly fat. Netz 
ifa Rot ſhould overtake them, the Loſs of one of 
 _ theſe may not be half the Value of the greater 
_ - Sort; but, if a Farmer can foreſee a Rot comi 
on, he may preſently fat them, and fell them for 
as much, or more, perhaps, than their prime Coſt; 
and the better, as the leſſer Mutton is now much 
in Requeſt with the Gentry, who eſteem it beyond 
the larger and more ſpungy Sort, and becauſe they 
can more conveniently enjoy a freſh Joint of this 
than the other. The Price theſe Welch Sheep am 
generally ſold at, is about five or ſix Shillings a. 
piece; and they may be bought on the Northem 
Road, in this and the laſt Month, when they are 
commonly drove up in large Flocks to ſell in the 
more Southern Parts of England. But one Thing 
I muſt forewarn my Reader of, and that is to take 
Care he is not bit in purchaſing theſe Velch Sheep, 
and try to know if they are not ſurfeited by long 
Driving; which is a Diſtemper ſo incident to all 
Sheep coming from a great Diſtance, that many 
have loſt almoſt their whole Flock by it. I knew 
2 Gentleman, who, at his firſt Setting up the Hul. 
| bandry-Buſineſs, by taking a conſiderable Quantity 
of Land in his Hands, thought to ſave a great 
Deal by ſending his Bailiff into the North to buy 
Sheep; and, accordingly, he bought a great Num- 
ber; but he would never do fo again, becauſe they 
were ſo ſurfeited by indiſcreet and long Driving, 
that a great many of them died, to his no little 
Loſs. Open, therefore, and part their Wool, and 
ſee if their Skin is no Way ſcabby, or, if it has 
not an inflamed Appearance in it; though, I muſt 
confeſs, when the Diſtemper is very young, they 
may be infected, and yet not to be diſcovered by 
any outward Symptoms; and then their Buying 
a Lottery, as moſt other Things are, eſpecially in 
the Farming-Buſineſs ; on which Account, ; Gt” 
| tleman⸗ 
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tleman's Servant ought to be one of experienced 
Skill, as I ſhall. more particularly obſerve here- 


after. 
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CHAP. XVII 
Of TyYT HES. 


T3 following Account of Tythes come to my 
Hands, by means of a great Diſpute that hap- 
pened between a Miniſter in Hertfordſbire and a 
Farmer his Pariſhioner, who, from a trifling Cauſe 
at firſt; carried on the Matter ſo far, that a Tryal 
commenced before the Barons of the Exchequer, 
which terminated almoſt to the Ruin of the Farmer, 
and to the great Expence of the Miniſter, who, 
though he got the Advantage at Law, yet run ous 
a conſiderable Sum of Money by the Farmer's 
Breaking, and getting his Perſon protected by a 
Statute of Bankrupcy; I ſay, the Copy of the fol- 
lowing Queries and Anſwers being obtained by the 
Farmer for his Inſtructions, I got the Opportunity 
of writing out another by it, which, as it was given 
under the Hand of that eminent learned Counſellor 
in the Law Sir Conſtantine Phipps, I ſuppoſe it may 
be depended on as true; the Perſon, whom it was 
writ firſt for, living in the Pariſh of St. Peter's, in 
tie Town of St. Aban's, in the County of Hert- 
ford, 1720. = „ 
Very One, —Tythe-Milk; whether the Pariſhio- 


\ 


ners are obliged to carry the ſame to the Vicar, or, 


whether the Vicar is not obliged to ſend for the 
fame to the Pariſhioners Places of Habitation ? 

Anſwer, — J conceive the Pariſhioners. are not 
obliged to carry their ſmall Tythes to the Vicar, but 
be is obliged to fetch them, © 


ba Query 


Query Two, — Tythe-Calves ; how the Tythedf 


144 F Tyrars 


Calves is to be paid to the Vicar, if bought and 


br Home-b u mt ne 
x 1 — For Calves that fall in the Pariſh, — 
the Tenth is due for Tythes, unleſs there be a parti Ys 
_ cular Cuſtom for Tything the Calves in the Pa. iu 71 
Tiſh z but for Calves bought and ſuckled no Tytha N he 2 
oo, ORE Cn. 3 9 
Query Three. —How the Tythes of dry Cows af Tyr 
the Farmer's own, and Cows and Horſes of other Fg 
taken in to. winter with Hay and Straw, is to be tychu 
paid to the Vicar, or any Tythes due? SI 4 
* Anſwer. — If the Farmers own Cows and Hor Tyt 
ſes, and other Perſons, are only fed in Winter upon Wi Cfic 
Hay and Straw, and not grazed, I am of Opinion tyth 
no Tythes are due: But, if they are grazed at al al 9 
Tythes muſt be paid for ſuch Grazing after theRate Tyt 
of Two Shillings in the Pound, according to the plou 
Value of the Herbaſgmmee. 4 
s Query Me Whew and Lambs bougit "age 
in and killed in the Farmer's own Houſe, in a little I owa 
Time after ſo bought, ought to pay T'ythes, and u Wl 9, 
what Manner, if aa); 8 . 
Anſwer. — I am of Opinion that Sheep and vica 
Lambs, bought in and killed in the Farmer's on are | 
Houſe, ought to pay Tythes for the Time they Bl - 
were fed in the Pariſh, after the Rate of Two Shi- Wi the 
lings in the Pound for the Value of the Herbage Bl 
unleſs there is a particular Cuſtom in the Pariſh for WW _ . 
the Payment of Tythes for the Depaſture of Sheep. Fruit 
Query Five. — How Lambs bred and fattened, Nori, 
or kept for Stores, ought to pay Tythes, and u pruit 
what Age they are to be tythed? . iy wn his n. 
Anſtwer.— J am of Opinion that Tythes ougit muſt 
to be paid for Lambs bred and fattened, or for 9, 
Stores, and that ſuch Lambs are tytheable, when See] 
they are able to live without the Ewes. have 
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at what Age, and out of what Number 


the Vicar 
can claim or demand one? 9 


iſh Anſwer — Pigs are tytheable when they can live 
2 without the Sow, and the Vicar is intitled to one 


be any other particular Way of tything Pigs. 


Tythe-Eggs and Tythe-Chickens both atoneTime, 
the Chickens coming out of the Eggs that were 
tythed before? f | 


. 


Tythe-Eggs, he is not intitled to the Tythe of 
Chickens coniing out of thoſe Eggs which he had 


TE —=SS 7 


Tythe for the Farmer's own Horſes, which they 
plough and ſow and fill their Land with) 
Anſwer. — Tythes are not due for Horſes uſed 


a for the Plough, or the Farmer's own Uſe on 'his 
I own Farm in the fame Pariſh, -  _. [7+ 

Query Ninth. — Whether the Pariſhioners are 
bound to houſe the Fruit, when gathered for the 
„ icar, or ſer them out on the Ground where they 

are gathered? If loſt by the Vicar's Neglect of 
ſending for them; whether the Vicar ſhall bear 


the Loſs? N 


Query Seventh. — Whether the Vicar can take 
 dnfver, — I am of Opinion, if the Vicar take 


Query Eighth. — Whether the Vicar can take 


Query Sirtb.— How Pigs are to be tythed, and 


in Ten, unleſs by the Cuſtom of the Pariſh there 


e, : 3 
* Answer. — I am of Opinion the Pariſhioners are 
* By bound to houſe the Tythe-Fruit, but the Tythe- 
4 Fruit ought to be ſet out on the Ground. But 
} G 


Notice ought to be given to the Vicar, when the 


"BY Fruicis gathered; and, if it be ſpoiled by Reaſon of 
a lis not fetching away his Tythes in due Time, he 
1 muſt bear the Loſs. 1 | 


Query Tenth Whether Turneps which fattened 
Sheep ought to pay Tythes, when the ſaid Sheep 
have paid T'ythe- Wool before, or eaten with Store- 

| 8 Sheep 


— 


25 


: 
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Sheep an Lambs, that will pay rde wol ce | 

wards? 

Anſwer, — Tf Tull are drawn and Acro 
eaten by Sheep, Tythes are due for ſuch Turnen 
But, if the Turneps are not drawn but eaten ups 
the Ground, no Tythes are due for ſuch Turnepy, 
but only a Tythe-Herbage for ſuch Sheep as are not 

ſhorn, nor have any Lambs in the Pariſn. | 
Query Eleventbh. What Tythes of Pigeons are Jn 
to the Vicar * thoſe that keep them, and rent W 
Dove-houſes ? _ 

Anſwer. — Tythes are due for young Pige 
and the Vicar is intitled to the Tenth of the Ve 
lue, if-they are ſold. | 

Query Twelfth, —Whether Meadow Lands, Ad 
have paid Tythe Graſs to another Perſon, ought 1 
pay Tythes again for the After- paſture to the Vi 
car for the ſame Year ? 

Anſwer. — I am of Opinion, that the Occupier 
having paid Tythes to the Rector for the Hay, 
ought not to pay Tythes for the Agiſtment of Cat 
1 to the Vicar for the After-paſture in the ſame 

ear. 


ConSTANTINE Purer. 


| Tas Pariſh of South Mimms, in the Cu of 
Middleſex, not having at any Time paid their 
ſmall Vicarial Tythes in Kind, but a Rate of Three- 
pence per Pound inſtead thereof, and the preſent 
Vicar inſiſting for the Future to take the ſame in 
Kind, they deſire to be informed in the Method 
and Manner the Law preſcribes in the Payment of 
the fame z whereas, in this Caſe, there is no Cuſtom 
to guide them i in any of the Particulars. 
Query Firſt. How the Tythes for the Depaſtu 
ring of barren Cattle is to be paid, whether accord- 


ing to the Value of the Ground, or the Tent 
TO 
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penny for which ſuch Cattle is fold ; and if in the 
laft Caſe, if the prime Colt is to be deducted, ind 
whether it is to-be paid according to the Propor- 
tion of Time ſuch Cattle feed thereon, and how 
ſuch Proportion is to be. made, or if the Vicar is 
in any Caſe intitled to a Tenth Penny, unleſs by 
Cuſtom ? © in ES: 8 N 
Anſwer, — If the Occupier of the Land takes 
in Cattle of others to agiſt, the Tenth Part of the 
Money received (as I take it) is payable for Agiſt · 
ment: For his own Cattle fed thereon, Tythes are 
to be paid according to the Value of the Land, 
after the Rate of Two Shillings in the Pound for 
the Tenth of the Value of the Feeding; to be 
eſtimated for the Time they ſhall be fed. But I 
Wknow of no ſuch Rule of paying of the Tenth 
Penny of what ſuch Cattle is ſold for. EN 
Query Second. — If a Ground be eaten with pro- 
Whtable, as alſo: with barren or unprofitable Cattle; 
if the greater Part of ſuch Cattle being unprofitable 
Wihall free the reſt ? | e 
Anſwer — Tythe muſt be paid for the Unprofi- 
Wtable, and the Profitable will not exempt the reſt, 
Very Third. — If any Tythes are to be paid for 
After-paſture, Fallow or Corn-Stubbles, or for 
ay Cattle or fattened Oxen, or the like to be fed 


of: tereon, or for the Milk of Milch-Cows while they = 
ir 60 * ſuch After- paſture, Fallow, or Corn- Stub - 
„ble? 


Anſwer, — Of common Right no Tythes are ta 


1 | 

n be paid for Cattle fed on After-paſture, Fallow, or 
d tubbles; but the Milk of Cows, being a different 
f BW ocreaſe, will be payable, while they go on ſuch 


Uter-paſture, Fallow, or Corn-Stubble. 

= 2cry Fourth. - Whether barren Cattle are fed 

ertly on After- paſture, or partly on Paſture- 
round, how the Tythe of ſuch Cattle is to be 


paid ? | 
I To n. 


i 
| 
| 


ö they feed on Paſture- Ground, and it is the Pai 
guiſh how long they were fed on ſuch Ground, by | 
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n — Tythes are to be ad br chen 


u Intereſt, who claim any Diſcharge, to diſtig 


how long on the Aﬀter-paſture. lf 
Query Fifth —If any Tythes be raid for Milk cone 
| Cows, while each Cow feeds on Hay, which befor the 
' hath paid Tythe to the Impropriator, or for Oni 
fattened on ſuch Hay only 2 _ 2 4 
© Anſwer, — I have no Doubt but Ty the m 1 to e: 
paid of the Milk of ſuch Cows, the Mille, as I have cher: 
before obſerved, being a different Increaſe but 2 
do not well canceive what Tythe can be pai 3 ©" 
| Oxen, which are only fattened with Hay. bath 
Query Sixth. — Where barren Cattle are fed m Tyt 
common Ground, if the Tythe is to be paid to te 
Pariſh where ſuch Common lies, or to the Pari if, in 
where the Owner lives? to p 
Anſwer. — Cattle feeding on common or - wil and 

_ Ground, whereof the Pariſh is not certainly known WA or or 
5 by expreſs Proviſion by Statute of 2 Elx. bd Dam 
o pay Tythes to the Pariſh where the Oπ.) A 
. but I think it is otherwiſe where the fret 
riſh is certainly known. our t 
Query Seventh, If any Tythe ! is to be paid u of th 
Cattle killed and eaten in the . or for th E 
Milk of Cows eaten in the Houſe? lam 
' Anſwer, — In my Opinion this Circumſta Tims 
alone will not carry any Exemption. Tyrt 
Query Eighth. —How the Tythe of Milk 1 is tobe A. 
pa Shiether every Tenth Part of every Timed ©", 
ilking, or every Tenth Meal or Milking. An 11 

if obliged to give Notice every Time of Milking , 1 
conſtantly every Day, at ſuch a Time or Hour, ata 
ſufficient? And, if the Tythe of Milk be not fetch N 
away by the Vicar, what is to be done with it? o- k 
Anſwer. — It has been adjudged, that of com- Fg 


man gay the Tenth Meal m_ to be {et 1 5 


0 
bim che Pariſhioner at the common Milking-Place, and 
in though I think the Law does not require Notice of 


the Setting out, yet, as to Fetching it away, I think it 
neceſſary to render the Vicar ine xcuſabſeQ. 
Query Ninib.— Where Milch-Cows feed partly in 
one Pariſh, and are milked only in one Pariſh, if 
the Tythe of the Milk is to be paid only in that Pa- 


Yo ci where they are milked, or otherwiſe? 

T Anfwer I think the Tythe-milk ought to be paid 
Ko each Pariſh, for the Time the Cows are fed 
ere IS 04 5 
u Duery Tenth. When the Tythe of Lambs, Pigs, 
und Calves, Cc. is to be paid, if the Pariſhioner 


hath not ten Lambs, Sc. in one Year, are any 
Tythes to be paid; and as the Cuſtom of the Pariſh 
is to ſuckle all their Lambs, till fat and ſaleable, 


arif, in this Caſe, the Vicar can oblige the Pariſhioner 
6 pay Tythe for the Lambs, when they are ſuckled 
ja WA 2nd fit for Market; or the Tenth- penny when fold, 
wn, wy as they fall.and are able to live without the 
1 - Anſwer, —T take it, that of common Right they 
PW are tytheable, when weanable, and they can live with- 

3 out the Dam. If fewer than Ten, the Tenth Part 
of the Value at ſuch Time is to be paid. _ 

h 2ery Eleventh, —Whether any Tythes are due for 
Lambs that fall before Lady-day next, from which 
ane Time the Vicar hath given Notice to take his 
yches in Kind? 5 

ob Anrſwer.— If there hath been a running Compoſi- 
eo don, which hath included all Sorts of Tythes, I ap- 
an prehend that no Tythes will be due for Lambs that 
rio {all before Lady- day next, from which Time the Vicar 


hath given Notice to take his Tythes in Kind. 
Query Twelfth, — Where Ewes are brought from 

one Pariſh to another ready to lamb, or Ewes have 

ing juſt lambed with their Lambs; if any Tythes be 


due to the Vicar for ſuch Lambs not fallen in the 
| = . Pariſh, 
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Pariſh, or fr Lambs fallen from: (ck Em L 
have fed altogether, in another Pariſh ? | 
© Query Thirteenth. —Whiether, a Pari once the 
= Graf; for a Month or two in another Paid for Ex 

ready to lamb and fall there, if the Vicar of de 
Pariſh from whence ſuch Ewes come, and where th 
Owner lived, ſhall have the 'Tythe of ſuch Lambs? 
1 Duery Fourteenth When Ewes feed partly in d 
Pariſh ad partly in another, and the Lambs fl; 
and the Sheep are ſhorn in one Pariſh: only, 1 

the Tythe of the Lambs and Wool is to be "Paid! 
only to that Pariſh where the Sheep are am abd 
the Lambs fall!? 

Query Fifteenth. — Whether Dr or Dank 4 } 
Park, which the Occupier rents and makes Profit of 
che ſame Deer and Conies by Sale, pay 83 15 
what Ty ner 
3 — Of common Right NO Tythes are due 
for Deer or Conies, and I do not know of any Av 

thority in Law that alters the Rule, though Fat 
be made of them by Sale. 

Query Sixteenth, —If Underwood, that is uſed * 
in Fewel for the Houſe and in Fencing the Ground, 
pay any Tythe; or, whether the ſame made into 
Faggots and fold pays to the Vicar z and how and 
Whether the Tythes of Willows, Haſles, Birch, E. 
der, Thorn, Sc. are Vicarial Tythes! 55 
Anſwer. — Underwood ſo uſed is looked upon bo 
be diſcharged from Payment of Tythes, either f# 
Legem Terre, or by Preſcription : But, made int 
Faggots and ſold, is tytheable. But, as Wood u 
eſteemed a great Tythe, I apprehend, without Ulage 
to the Contrary, it is payable to _ Impropriato, 
not to the Vicar. 

Query Seventeenth. If Turneps are e Vicarial Tythes 
and if any Turneps be due where it is a ſecond Cropol 
the Ground that hath paid Tythe before, or wir} 
ey s are eaten by . Cattle! 5 * 
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tom of Places. Graſs cut for Suſtenance > Cats | 
the Owner not having ſufficient UTR i ng 
tytheable. | 

After-meath, or Afeer-paſture, pay 10 Te 
unleſs by Cuſtom. ; 

Paſturage for Beafts kept for Plough or can a 
for Pleaſure, pay no Tythes. 

Cattle. Tythes ſhall not be paid for young Cu 
tle bred, for the Plough or Pail. 

If Tythes are paid for Wool, che Sheep ful 
not pay for their Herbage. is 

Oxen or Steers, kept for Sale, pay Tyibe in 
their Paſture ; but not Wethers, becauſe dym Nl 
der Tythe of their Wool. 

' Timber Trees. — Oak, Aſh, Elm, Ge. are ad 
tytheable, nor Trees growing in Parks, Forel 
Chaces, and the Branches, which ſhoot and but 
arc diſcharged with the Bodies and Fruit- Tres 
and Aſpin, Beech, Haſle, Holly, Willow M. 
ple, Sc. where uſed for Building. 

Underwood. — Tythes are generally due, if ful 
- ſtanding, payable by the Buyer: If felled, by ti 
Seller. In like Manner Broom and Fur i b 
are not ty theable, where uſed for Houſe, Hag 

or Cart. Acorns, Maſte, Sc. if they drop ima 
the Tree, and Swine eat them, pay no Tythe; 
if ſevered for feeding Swine they do, or if Buß 
ed and fold. Apples, Pears, Plums, St. in l 
cloſures, gathered for Sale, pay Tythe in Kind. 

Fools and Epgs,— Tythes of Ducklings wil 
Geeſe, are a. paid in Kind; but of Hens a 
Turkies, moſt commonly in their Eggs, 45 
tom guides, No Tythes of Swans, Tu 

Pheaſants, Partridges, Pigeons, &c. for them, 
their Eggs, are due by Right, they being wild 
Nature, unleſs by Cuſtom. But, if Tythes be p . 
for the e there ſhall be none for the 1 | 

yu 1 


4 
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Wi ythes are due for Pigeons conſumed in a Man's 
le. 3 
wei * If a Man has ten Calves, Colts, Lambs, 
coc. in one Lear, T ythe is payable; but, if he has 
fewer than ten, none in Kind is to be paid, that 
Wy car, except Cuſtom warrants it; bur, in ſuch 
Caſes, there is uſually a Rate-rythe, or the Parſon 
tarries till next Lear. They are payable, when 
ere... te OO 

= Mik-Cheeſe.— Under this Head is compre- 
ended Butter and Cheeſe. Milk is to be paid 
very tenth Meal, and carried either to the Vica- 
rage-Houſe, or Church-Porch. A Number of 
Cheeſes may diſcharge the Milk, for no Tythe 
or Cheeſe or Butter is due of itſelf, being made by 
Libor. FT ne 
Wool and Sin. of Sheep and Lambs are 
tytheable, proportionably to the Time fed in the 
Pariſhz to wit, eight Pounds in eighty; if a Tear; 
four for Half; three if a Quarter, the Twelfth 
fa Month, and nothing for leſs than thirty Days. 
By Cuſtom, it may be paid at Lammas Day, 
hough due at Sheering-time. If ſhorn, and die 
before Eaſter following, no Tythes are due; nor 
Wor Sheep that feed after the Corn is reaped. 


Sheering of Sheep, to preſerve them in their Walks 


— 


rom Brambles and Vermin, 1s not tytheable. If 
the Owner kills his Sheep, he muſt pay Tythe for 
nu che Wool, but not for the Skin; nor for Pelts or 
d. ens of Sheep which die of the Rt. 
Deer, Hares, Conies, &c.— No Tythes are due 
su or Deer, Conies, Wild-Fowl, or Fiſh taken out 
On ff the Sea. But Trouts, taken out of a River, are 
cqhadged tytheable. | 
M, 0 
Id — 
yy 


» - 


& $6. 


i 
| 
'YJ 
4” q 
o * 
1 
U 


114 Lau-Suits, &c. about Tythes, 
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T TOY roman was ruined, and 4 Parſmil 


in a Law-Suit about Tythes— This Caſe, a I 


TO non id r Ar AE 
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as J obſerved, commenced by a trifling 'Proyocts 
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CHAP. Xx. 
Lau-Suits, &c. about Tythes; | 


II /*veral hundred Pounds, by their being api 


fore hinted, happened in my Time, to the een! 
tor of a Pariſh, and to a Yeoman, his Pariſhione þ 


ſo called, becauſe he had Land of his own, all ow 


lived by the good Husbandry of it. The CGα e tc 


on, even by the Tythe of Milk from four or fi 
Cows, at moſt.: However, the Diſpute increaſe, 
and became ſo aggravated, as to run very-high,s 
will appear by the following Account of their ve 
lent Proceedings. From the Quarrel of the pi 
Tythe, another began about great Tythes, e be 
then came on a Law-Suit in the Court of La- 
quer, with this Threatening from the Yeo 
That he would make the Parſon loſe 'his-blati 


Coat; meaning, I ſuppoſe, that he would mit Wc 4 


him, if he could. In the mean Time, this Teomm ral 
eldeſt Son ſpread ſuch a ſcandalous Report of e Y 
Parſon's Wife, as provoked him to ſue him e cot 
Defamation in the Spiritual-Court of Lincoln Do 
ceſe, where the Cauſe remained ſome Time befor | nem 
it could be adjuſted ; and then it was given apainl forced 
the Parſon, to his great Loſs. And as to the ef ob 
mer Cauſe, after a great deal of Time and Mog A 
was expended about it, the Judges or Barons of ti f ſe. 
Exchequer ended the Matter in Favour of the Fa 


fon. Now, though one got one Cauſe, and tn a 
other the other, yet both were vaſt Loſers, by ti 


great Charges attending the Diſpute ; for the Ye 
man was ruined, and the Parſon brought und 


ſuffering ſeven hundred Pounds Loſs thus: mY went) 


; 


Laus. Suite &c. alnut Tythes, 115 
he Law-ſuit was ended in the Court of Eachequer, 
d the Yeoman. caſt, he forthwith endeavoured 
obtain a Statute of Bankrupcy ; and after ſeveral 
Witneſſes had been examined on Account of his 
ircumſtances, he at laſt obtained it, to the ſa- 
ing of him from being arreſted, and to the forcing 
f the Parſon to defray the Charges of the Law 
nſomuch that he ſuſtained the great Loſs. I have 


1 
een mentioning, as I was credibly informed, from 
ie Words of one who had the greateſt Reaſon to 


now it of all others. I will not here take upon 
me to ſay abſolutely who was in the Right, or who 
n the Wrong, of theſe two, for, according to 


ehe general Report of People, they were both in 
af, he Wrong. But, if my Opinion may be admitted, 
„„ this Affair happened within the Verge of my 


daily Knowledge, and but a few Years ago, I mult 


vio 
Wy, 1 ſhrewdly ſuſpect the Yeoman and his Son 
o be che Aggreſſors: For, had the Yeoman at 
ri: not been under a croſs Behaviour about the 


Milk, I do not ſuppoſe thoſe ill Conſequences 
Would have followed that did: But, as it was, 
he Animoſity ſo increaſed, as to amount to a ge- 
eral Diſpute, both of the great and ſmall Tythes, 
the Yeoman ſtriving to vex the Parſon in all that 
he could, and the Parſon thwarting him in juſtify- 
ing himſelf; for the eldeſt Son was ſuch a bitter 
Enemy to him, that, if by Neceſſity they were 
forced to meet together, the Parſon thought him- 
ſelf obliged to provide himſelf with a Bully, like 
his Antagoniſt, and take him with him, by Way 
of ſe defendendo, ſo high did this their Quarrel 


Pen! Chiefly by the inſolent Behaviour of the Yeo- 

| nan and his Son, who were ſo enraged with Envy, 
rat, if they found any of the Parſon's Hogs on 
Yee eir Ground, there was ſuch an extravagant De- 


mand made of Damage, as forced him to ride near 
tenty Miles to get a Replevin for their Delive- 
„ rance. 
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a very advanced Age, and died by them. Tha 
the eldeſt Son ſucceeded to the Father's Eftay 
worth, at leaſt, fifty Pounds a Year (but mor 
gaged) and who furiouſly continued the Proci 
till he Joſt the Suit, and became a Bankrupt, Pr 
ſently after this, the Yeoman's youngeſt Son, + 
bout thirty Years of Age, died of the Small- pu 
in London, who, to ſhew the World, he renouns 
ed any Approbation of his Father's or Brother 
Proceedings, bequeathed the Parſon a Pair d 
Gloves. At laſt (as I remember) it was abo 
twelve Years ago, when the eldeſt Son alſo | 
under the ſame Diſtemper of, the Small-pox, ad 
died a Batchelor, as his Brother did. And thy 
ended the Male-Iſſue of the Yeoman, in 2 0 
remarkable Manner; and the more ſo, when tl 
you the Eſtate was intirely ſold, about four Yeu 
fince, for diſcharging the Debts it was engaged! 
„ „„ e Ig S 
Hoco a Parſon in the Vale of —— was ruined 1 
Law-Suit about Tythes— This ſecond Cafe, oh 
cerning Tythes, proved more fatal to a Path 
than the laſt, and happened, as I have been 
formed thus : There were about forty Acres 
Common: field Land, which, according to Repo 
had not paid Tythes, Time out of Mind. Ns 
withſtanding this, the Miniſter of the Pariſh & 
manded the Tything of it, declaring it to be 
juſt Due. Upon this a Law-ſuit commenced, i 
the Owner of the Land oppoſed it with great | 
gour ; for he was at the Charge and Trouble d 
ſearching Ancient Records at Oxford, and . 


rance. Thus Matters went on, till they could 7 
well proceed any farther, through the great I 
each other ſuſtained. But. the End proved mol 
fatal than all this to the Yeoman and his Fami) 
for it happened to be in the Time of Conteſt, thy 
the Yeoman was overtaken with the Small- pox f 


* £ N R a 0 * 
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wer of London z which not fully anfwering his 
X tion, he went over to France, and there met 
©th fome further Information, how he might, in 
ach a Place in England, get more Knowledge of 

e Matter, and it hit his Purpoſe. Thus, being 
furniſned with ſufficient Intelligence from Anti- 


7 


b uity, the Owner become capable of unravelling 
ta! the knotty Part of this Affair: So that, after 
no {cveral old Men were ſummoned up to Weſtminſter 


W771, the Tryal came on, and the Cauſe was given a- 
W oainſt the Parſon ; who, though he had two Liv- 
W ings, that, as I was told, brought him in above 
W two Hundred a Year, yet it ſo diſmayed him, that 
un he has been ever ſince in a moſt diſmal Condition, 
ben even uncapable of diſcharging his Duty. As to 
che Owner of the Land, notwithſtanding he got 
boli the better of the Law-ſuit, he was brought under 
a great Loſs, and would have ſtill been a much 
greater Sufferer, had he not had good Aſſiſtance; 
br, on this Account, ſeveral became jealous of 
their Rights, and thought, if this Man had loft 


lei the Cauſe, it would have been an Encouragement 

feu for the Parſon to proceed on further Incroach- 

eau ments. But, if I am not miſtaken, there was le- 
vwviſe a Tryal firſt on the ſame Account at an Aſ- 

de, and carried in Favour of the Owner of the 
Land: However, this I am ſure of, the Law-ſuit 

aro vas depending ſeveral Years, and cauſed ſome 

n ih Hundreds of Pounds to be ſpent, before the whole 

es ( Affair was intirely ended. 


A ſecond Caſe — Another Parſon, who lived a- 
Not bout ſeventy Miles to the Southward of Gaddeſden, 
1 0 became ſo inflamed with Avarice, that, though he 
enjoyed a Living of a hundred and fifty Pounds a 

Year, yet he reſolved to puſh on his Endeavours 
(as they told me) for doubling his Income. Upon 
le this, he began gathering his Tythes in Kind, in ſo 
t 1 ſtrict a Manner, that the Pariſhioners thought 

them- 


themſelves oppreſſed, and forthwith, commenced, 
Law-ſuit for their Relief; and accordingly it wy 
carried on with great Vigour on both Sides, til 
the Parſon was worſted, and became a. Debtor jo 
ſo large a Sum of Coſts, as deprived him from dh 


1 


— 
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CHAP, .. 
Of Impofition on Parſons. 

b OW a Gentleman impoſed on the Rights 4 
| Parſon,-— In a Southern County, there for 
merly lived a Gentleman of about four hundred 
Pounds a Year, who kept Part of his Eſtate i 
his own Hands, which occaſioned what I am. going 
to relate : It happened, that this Gentleman took 
ſuch a Diſguſt againſt the Parſon of the Patil 
on Account of his privy Tythes, and againſt 1 i 
Gentleman-Proprietor, and Gatherer of the great 
Tythes, that he did all he could to leſſen ther 
Profit in the Tything of his Corn, Graſs, Cattle 
and whatever elſe was in his Power ; and, to.do thi 
in the moſt compleat Manner poſſible, he began, 
laying a great Quantity of Land down with artil- 
cial Graſs-Seeds, for buying in and feeding Colts 
Bullocks, and other Cattle, that had before pai 
Tythes where they fell; and thereby deprived tht 
Parſon, and the other Gentleman, of the Com, 
Turneps, Lambs, Pigs, and many other Profit, 
that they had before enjoyed, when he went on n 
an honeſt, regular Way of Huſbandry, < 

How the Farmers of a whole Pariſh combined a 
gainſt a Parſon to leſſen his Dues, — But to com 
nearer Home, I am ſorry I have Reaſon to tell 
Story of the Pariſh I live in, But ſoit was: That 
near forty Years ago, and before I lived in it, 


have been informed ſince, that, as the late Redd! 
128 rook 
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Took the Tythes in his own Hands, it {6 diſguſted = 
che Farmers, that it bred in them a Reſolution of 
making him weary of his new Way of taking his 
WT yches in Kind: And, for this Purpoſe, they una- 
nimouſly agreed to lay down their plowed Ground 
ich artificial Graſſes, Turneps, and every Thing 
ie that might enable them to go on with buying 
Ws Colts, or Calves, to wean; Cows, or Bullocks to 
fat; Lambs, Store-Hogs, and all they eould, that 
might contribute to their tyrannical End, and ac- 
cordingly they obtained it: For, though the Par- 


- 


SOS = =& 


on, after Tryal, finding he could not manage the 
Affair to his Intereſt, let the Tythes, both great 
and privy, to a particular Man, at ſo much a Year, 
vet this Invention, likewiſe, failed his ExpeRati- 
uon; for our then inconſiderate Farmers had fo 
„* Wo ſtraightened both the Parſon and his Tytheman in 
the Collection of the Tythes, that what Corn, 
t 1 WT Hay, Beaſts, Fowls, c. they did gather, did not 
en amount to the Sum formerly compounded for, 
den and paid the Parſon at two Payments in the Year, 
tl, which cauſed the Tytheman's Corn in the Barn to 
ths be ſeized on, for being deficient in the Payment of 
a, his Rent, and the Parſon{ſo wearied of this Way of 
i WS Proceeding, that he let the Tythes to all the Far- 
lt mers, at the old Rate, of two Shillings an Acre for 
aid both great and ſmall Tythes, as it continues at this 
the Day. But, to remark on this Caſe, and write 
r, Bn the beſt of my Knowledge, I think the Farmers 
fits got nothing in the Main, for contriving to leſſen 
n che Parſon's Dues, by their wrong Politics : For, 

| in ſtriving to damage him, the Effects plainly 
d & ſhewed, they wronged themſelves. But, ſure it 
ome muſt be, that thoſe Farmers, who have endeavour- 
ll to leſſen the Parſon's Dues after this Manner, have 
"hat little or no Notion of paying their Tythes for Con- 
3 ; ſcience- Sake, though it is commanded of God : 


If they had, there would not be ſo many Diviſi- 
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ons and Animoſities reigning, as are, on the 4 
count of Tythes. But here I muſt ſtop my Pay 
as a Lay-man; and uncapable of employing it i 
the Writing on Divinity; I ſhall, therefore ha 
inſert what ſome very · learned Clergymen have adi 
vanced on the Subject of Tythes, as follows: 
A Miniſter's pious Exhortation to Farmers, ful 
znclining them to the ready Payment of their Ditben 
He ſays, they are to honour Miniſters, by furnifs 
ing them, in an agreeable Manner, with the Thing 
which are neceſſary for their Subſiſtence, accord 
ing to the Command of the Apoſtle, who wil 
that the Miniſters, who govern well, be cht 
worthy of double Honour, in that which regards the 
Living; and particularly thoſe who lam i 
preaching the Word, and inſtructing the Peopt 
This Regulation is founded on the Law whid 
| declares, That the Ox ſhall not be muzzled that iu 
etb out the Corn; that is to ſay, as the ſame Apo 
tle explains it, that none refuſe a Subſiſtence ij 
their Miniſter, This is alſo founded on the mat 
ral Law which imports, that the Labourer is um 
thy of his Hire. Your Miniſter diſtributes amor 
you the Bread of the Word of God; he offers tit 
Sacrifice of the Holy Sacrament; and adminiſter 
to you; he performs the Service of the Churd, 
and is always ready to diſcharge his Office. And 
ſince he gives you ſpiritual Things, it is but juſt, li 
St. Paul, that you return him thoſe that are tempor 
For as, in the Ancient Law, he that ſerved al i 
Altar eat of the Fleſh which was offered on it: 
is, in like Manner, our Lord's Will that thoſe, ul 
preach the Goſpel, live by the Goſpel. None, lays i 
ſame Apoſtle, goeth a Warfare at any Time at 
own Charges, Who planteth a Vineyard, and eattl 
not of the Fruit thereof? or who feedeth a Flack, 
eateth not of the Milk of the Flock ? The Ho) 
Apoſtle brings all theſe Reaſons to ben, that 
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ho labour in Preaching and Inſtructing them. On 


o conclude this Chapter with better Words, than 
os of che Holy Spitit in Eccleſ. Fear the Er! 


nanded thee, — Another Miniſter writes thus: 
Now I am ſetting forth God's Portion, and, as 


3 Increaſe : And truly It would: be. an ungrateful 
Thing in me to deny him a Tenth<part, from 


* of denying it him ? It is in truth robbing him, 
to with-hold but the leaſt Part of this, which 


* Alas! it is what I never had a Right to: And, 
* when I ſet forth the Tythe, I give him that 
e which was never mine. I never bought it in 


* whole Reward of this Piety? No; I am reſol- 
ved to partake with them; for, what they piouſ- 
ly gave, I will religiouſly pay; and I do; in my 
Heart, fo far approve of what they have done; 
that, were it left to myſelf, to ſet a- part what 
Portion I myſelf ſhould think fit, for the Main- 
* tenance of God's Miniſters, I ſhould take Care 
that he, by whom I receive ſpiritual Thingsz 


= 


3eople are obliged. to provide for their Miniſter, - 


he Contrary, how often may we ſee the Injuſtice 
ff thoſe, who refuſe to pay their Tythes and their 
Nues to their Miniſter, I know not, ſays he, how 


«© it were, offering to him the Firſt-fruits of m j 


© whom I receive the Whole. But why do f talk 


any Purchaſe, nor do I pay for it in my Rent. 
* What then ? Shall 17 Anceſtors engroſs the 


-* ſhould want nothing of my temporal... 


vith all thy Soul. Love bim that made thee with all 
by Strength, and forſake not his Miniſters. Honour * 
he Prieft.. and give him bis Portion, as it is com- 


4 - 


the Piety of our Anceſtors hath dedicated to him 
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Ia 0 * the Landlord's letting, and the Tenant's takin 
CP 2 Farm —[ ſhould have wrote of this in hf 
| Month, but my Room there would not permit; bs 
cauſe, at Michaelmas, it is uſual for a Tenaiity 
commence on paying Rent, though his Entrance a 
 * "the Fallow is at Lady-Day ; which Interval'is 
give him an Opportunity of quitting the Farm'lel 
leaves, in a regular cuſtomary Manner, and plowng 
up and preparing the Ground for ſowing it mi 
Wheat the next Mzichaelmas Seaſon. And as Proj 
| and Satisfaction are expected by the Landlordas ml 
as the Tenant, in the letting and taking a Farm, it 
highly concerns them both, to inſure both, as muchy 
in them lies, at the Beginning, while it is in eic 
other's Power; for right Reckoning (according toi 
the old Proverb) makes long Friends. Nom as thi 
| to be done no other Way, than by entering ini 
ſuch mutual Agreement, under the Covenants of 
Leaſe, as may anſwer theſe great Ends, I hull 
here offer ſome Hints relating to the fame, as f, 
Pad of ln, drown #9 by a Lower, jo l 
Heads of Articles, drawn up by a Lawyer, for” 
| Landlord and Tenant's ——— order fir 
their entering into the Leaſe of a Farm, — Ti} 
Heads of Articles were drawn up for this Purpoke 
in a very plain and conciſe Method, by a Lawyei 
that both the Landlord and Tenant might, in- 
fmall Compaſs of Writing, view their reciprocal C- 
venants, without loading and clogging the Intel 
lects of a vulgar Tenant efpecially, with ſuch a Jong 
Harangue of Covenants, uſvally firſt penned in dhe 
chargeable rough Draught of a Leaſe under abi 


guous Law Terms, to the cauſing a ſhallow 7 


; . | Of: eh ; 15 123 | 
x to miſtake the Senſe of them, and ſo be brought 
ad cajoled into the Signing an Article againſt him- 
ei; as I once knew it done by a crafty Scrivener, 
rho gave ſo fair a Face to his partial Deſign, and 
wched his Covenants under ſuch an artificial-Dreſs, 
took in a Landlord to miſtake the Senſe of them 3 
that towards the Expiration of the Leaſe, when a 
Diſcord happened between him and the Tenant, to 
Degree of parting, the Tenant got a large Deduc- 
jon for what the Landlord was ſurpriſed to find he. 
vas obliged to allow, by Vertue of the Leaſe. But, 
ps it is well known to my Neighbourhood, I am no 
[mall Enemy to Impoſitions, Frauds, and the dirty 
Work of Male- practices, a large Account of many 
ff them which have happened within the Verge of 

y own Knowledge, -or by the information of 
dthers, may be expected from me, wherein I hope 
to give the honeſt Man his due Praiſe, as well as ex-, |, 
poſe the Impoſtor, for making that proverbial Sen- 
tence the more applicable, Happy ir be, ' who, by 
other Men's Harms, learns to beware 3 an Inſtruction 
commonly known, but too little made Uſe of, elſe 
there would not be that Ground- work laid for ſuch 
Numbers of Law Suits as have formerly, and of late 
Years, happened, to the Ruin of many Families; 
and that on ſuch frivolous Occaſions, as is enough 
to make a reaſonable Man ſurpriſed to hear, as 1 
ſrall declare in Part hereafter, But to the Matter 
in Hand. | Tn | WF 
Tenant. Reſerving to the Landlord all Timber, 
and Timber Trees, and young Trees, or Shoots of 
any Trees whatſoever, free of any Cutting or Lop- 
ping by the Tenant, all the whole Term. 


# 


Way the ſame, doing no Damage to the Tenant. 

. Tenant, Not to plow up any Paſture-Ground. 
without paying the Sum of forty Shillings for every 
Acre over and above the Rent, and ſo proportion- 
| Ks ably 


* 


If 


Landlord. Have Power to cut down, and carry 5 


. hs 6 better or air a ny 0 1 an} 25 
. — eighteen Pounds a Year, payable half-yeah che 
at Michaelmas and Lady-Day. Tenant not ta No 
fell any of the Underwood, or make amy of i this 
Hedges, or Hedge-rows, or lop, or top any M 1a! 
1ard Trees, under the Growth, * above the 4 the 
pf nine Fears; and then the Tenant” is ey an / 
ſcour up the Ditch, or Ditches, where any are, ad 7 
do leave, before all the new- made Hedges, a Hoff 
ent dead Hedge, a Row of Hurdles, Stakes, a 4 
Rails, or any other able Fence, for a ou che 
againſt any Injury by Curls,” #527, -- LY d 
Eandlord. To put the Premiſes in Repale; ” {3h 
the Tenant to keep the ſame all the Term; leavin 1 
them in good Repair at the End of the Term. and 
ef, To find rough Timber for Repairs all the Tem tbr: 
| 25d the Tenant to fetch the ſame at his own ea 
and Trouble, within four or five. Miles of the Pi thre 
2 mites, 5 pie 
©" Tenant.” To ſpend all the Stover upon he % 
miſes, and particularly all the Land, that he cr, 200 
crops in the laſt three Years, he ſhall well dung of C 
dreſs ; alſo the laſt Fallow ſhall be fowed Wan 
| Clover-Grafs, and left in the ſame Manner ug den 
found it, When he firſt entered. | near 
; To pay and diſcharge all Tas and Rate , im ti 
hall be accounted Tenant's Taxes . the 
To keep the Stiles and Gates in Repair 1 L and 
own Coft, and to leave the fame-ſo, ar 
The Dwelling-houſe, Orchards, and Gaepm f © * 
are to be excepted out of this Leale, to which th — 
Landlord, or any other under him, ſhall have Bn . 
Acceſs, at all Times, and quiet Poſſeſſion 1 
Landlord. To have the Liberty, all che Te . 
to keep ſix Hens, and a Cock, and their Chickens 05 
in and about the Houſe and 4 arm: yard z and, 1 5 1. 
the End of every Harveſt, the Lane lord to un! ob 


ig or Hog into phe Stubble, tile 
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Now, in Caſe the Landlord requires ſix Poles of 
this Ground, lying in any Part next the Gardens, he 
ſhall, at any Time, have the Liberty of incloſing 
the ſame to his own Uſe, he allowing the Tenant 
an Abatement of Rent in Proportion, for the ſame: - 
Tenant, The Tenant ſhall not gather any Stones 
off the Premiſes, to ſell, all the Time. 

To have quiet Poſſeſſion of the Premiſes from 
the Landlord, during the Term. 


out the Conſent of the Landlord. 

Landlord. The Copyhold is let for three Years, 
and, when the firſt three Years are expired, for 
three more; and, at the End of them, for three 
Tears more; and, at the Expiration of them, for 
three Years more, till twelve Years in all are ex- 
pired, and no longer. To commence from Lady- 
Day laſt, 1741, and to leave all the Premiſes in 
good Heart and Order, as he found them. 
| Obſervations on the Heads of theſe Articles, — Here 
Tam to obſerve, that the Ground mentioned to be 


in the Adjacency; ſo that he had no Occaſion for 
the Dwelling-houſe, or Gardens, here excepted. z 


| partly of Freehold Fields, the Articles are drawn 
up accordingly : Again, as to the Tenant's com- 


for the toregoing Reaſons; and what induced him to 
the Year before with Clover-Seed, Sc. or he might 
buy the green growing Crop on the Ground, and 


obliged to do any Thing to the Farm they rent, 
E more 


F Fg tting a Farm: © : 125 eg 
| Whereas there is a Freehold incloſed Field in 
the Premiſes, - containing five Acres, more or le: 


Not to aſſign over the Leaſe to any Perſon, withs 


demiſed, or let, I ſuppoſe, was joining to, or lay 
near the Land of this Tenant, who rented a Farm 


and as the whole conſiſted partly of Copyhold, and 


mencing at Lady-Day to pay Rent, it is unuſual, 


do it was, I conceive, becauſe the Fallow was ſown 


loenjoy the Profit of all the Land from the Time of 
Entrance, About Gaddeſden, Tenants are ſeldom 


=> a ade Sr ene 4 * 
ſities, or other Outhouſes, and always enter _ 
Kllow-Ground at Lady-Dey, and begin to pay R 
at Michaetmas following, for the Whole. qt, 1 
theſe Articles, I do not pretend to lay down:a wn 
ral Rule for Leaſes, becauſe they were cslene 
a particular Account; for there are many Reaſons f 
cauſing various Articles to be inſerted 1 = Leaſes, a6 
cording to the Nature and Cuſtom of the Counny 
the Land lies in. Thoſe Articles, proper to be'us 
ſerted in the Leaſe of a Farm in the Chilturn C 
try, are improper for one in the Vale, and both 
contrary to one ſituated in Marſhes or Fend: Tyr 
Example, in a Vale Leaſe there is no Oecaſion iu 
a Proviſo to hinder the Tenant's Selling: of Sn 
nor, in a Cbiturn one, for obliging a Tenant u 
plow Water-thoroughs, or Gutters, nor in a Lek 
of a Marſh Farm to do either, but, inſtead then 

to bring on Stones, Chalk, Hurlock, Buſhes, 
other Materials to mend By-ways, or Gatenag 
and drain Ditches, or other watery Receptacles j 
to cut Water · thoroughs under Ground, and d 
up Flood-banks, Sc. in good Repair: "Whit 
leads me to deſcribe the Character of a good To 
nant, as follows, viz, _ 

The 'Charafter f a good Tein good Th | 
nant oftentimes makes a Landlord good, as, beg 
one, that, after the Dwelling-houſe, Barns,'Stabley! 
and Out - houſes, as well as Gates and Stiles, am pit 
in Repair by the Landlord, he will endeayour #0! 
keep them ſo, not altogether at the Landlords 
Charge, but will mend a Place at his own {mall 
Coſt, although he is not obliged to it, as knowing 
that a Stitch, or Nail, in Time, may ſave nig 
Thus, by nailing up a Board, or mending a ln 
Hole in the Thatch, or ſpurring up a Gate, cor . 
Poſt, before they are quite damaged, he may fave; 


Landlord a — — Or, if the ar 


DS „ 
ke #; 


doom than he had, in a great Farm; upon which, 
im one. The Landlord was not obliged to any 
age his 


Tenant, readily conſented to pay for 


2 A 
* 


inking the Ground three Feet deeper than it was, 
andlord added a Conveniency to his Farm that 


deſerving this Character, he ſhould have a | 
aſe of the Farm granted to him, for one an 
wenty Years, where a Landlord has Power to do 
t, that he may be ſatisfied what he =y out in Ma- 
ures and Dreſſings, or in planting 1 

ts, or in other Improvements, may return their 
genefits to him, time enough for his being a rea- 
dnable Gainer by them. - Somewhat on this Ac 
ount, I have known a Tenant been ſo bold, as to 
eat the great Charge of ſinking a Pit in the fame 


Wy Leaſe only for nine Years, although ſuch Chalk- 
ng would not be worn out, with good Management, 


Good, the Landlord could not grant a Leaſe for a 
onger Time. Another, on the Certainty of a long 
£aſe, will buy great Quantities of Horn-Shavings, 
ooves, Hair, or ſuch other durable Dreſſings, and 


e great Support of it, and will continue ſuch his good 
uſbandry, where he has aTime aſcertained ro him 
ccordingly; becauſe he ventures his Money, with 
Aſſurance of enjoying its Value to the End of his 
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for doing it; and 
anſwered both their Purpoſes in the End, for the 
Tenant got more Room, and a cooler Place, by 
as not before. And, that he may be ambitious of 


Inder fifteen or twenty Years ; becauſe, as the Caſe ' 
rom Time to Time will lay them on his Ground, to 


erm. Another will be at the Expence of dig zing 
| - Marle-. 


41 . N ok AE) . R 
5 : 
_ * - 
- 


ö ſo bad as to require a Landlord's intire-Expence, —* - 
hen timely Notice wilb be perfectly neceflary. F knew 


or lower he could not go for the Springs, and the 


eld, and chalking all the plowed Land he rente 


| Dreſſing on his Land fromTime to Time, under th 


* ſtructive Bite and Rub of Cattle. | Others, by Vent 
of a long Leaſe, will be tempted to plant -Frul 
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Satisfaction of his wearing it out, before he h 
the Farm. Another will not fear laying out hi 
Money to drain wet Lands, by making and feour 
ing up Ditches, Ponds, or Cuts, and Water-courl 
under Ground, to carry off Waters, that uledy 
chill and ſpoil the Growth of his Crops of Com 
make and keep up Banks; and other Water-lenc 
But theſe Works are commonly performed at 
Landlord's Charge, as being too great an EAhH 
for a Tenant to bear. Others will make and pla 
Hedges in ſuch a Manner, as may iniprove tha 
Growth; will, every Time they do it, ſcour up ta 
contiguous Ditch, or throw up ſuch a ſufficii 
Quantity of Mould on the Flower-bank' (as we dll 
it) of a Foot-hedge, as will cauſe it to grow a-pity 
and will fence, and preſerve young Hedges, al 
Trees, in the beſt Manner he can, from the d 


Trees, and be at the Charge of caſing them in, «ol 
other wiſe ſecuring them from Injuries, till they ate 1 
able to ſupport themſelves; as is the Cuſtom in Hu 
fordſbire in particular, where this Practice is cat 
ried on by ſome with the greateſt Diligence, lo tha 
at the End of one and twenty Years, they have beg 
able to buy what before they rented. - In any Cat 
it muſt be a very great Improvement to both Land 
lord and Tenant, and of. vaſt Service to the nei 
bouring Counties, where they are Strangers 90 fh 
like good Huſbandry, - And, why ſuch profitbs 
Management is not carried on by Tenants in ode 
Counties as well as this, muſt be owing to the 8 
Conduct of Landlords, who, where their Land 
will admit of it, ought ſo to encourage their T6 
nants to the doing of it, as would provoke them nol 

to neglect it. But I know many will odd 
| | 8 "7 Oh 


ay 


nd that it lies in open F ields, and thus Trees may 
e expoſed to any rapacious Hands; but theſe Ex- 
ſes are commonly frivolous. As to the firſt, there 


rees, to great Advantage, as I intend to ſhew 
ereafter 3 and, if ſuch Ground lies in open Fields, 
et it ought not to diſcourage this good Work, 
rovided the Land is ſituated at a good Diſtance 
om Town or Village, and near the Farm-Houie ; 
hen, I fay again, ſuch ridge Lands may be plant- 
d with Apples, or Pears, or Walnuts, and made 
p anſwer with great Profit. As to the other Ob- 
tion, it is often practiſed to make poor Land 
Ich, by making a large Foſſe, and bringing Vir- 
tin Mould from elſewhere, or firſt by improving 
he old Earth with ſuitable Additions of proper 
Manuresor Dreſſings. An Example of this is about 


Hleſbury, where Rows of Apples and Pears flouriſn 
o Admiration; and, in ſome Years, ſuch Trees, 
nd the Sward-graſs Ground they ſtand on, will 
ay beyond every Thing elſe in the Farm, pro- 
ded they are planted at a proper Diſtance, It 
s about the Beginning of this Month when I ga- 

hered my Apples, and from only two middle. ſized 
WW iecs I had twenty Buſhels, - - worth three 

ounds, for on the Seventh of this Month, 1742, the 
mon Sort ſold at Hempfead Market for three 


pples being fo plenty by numerous Plantations, as 
p fell for a Trifle, is here proved wrong. A Day- 
abourer, who lived juſt by me, planted feveral 


Wound belonging to the Cottage he rented, and, 
oogh a Tenant at Will, lived to enjoy the Profic 
hom many Years, But Mr. of Higb- 
vd Hill in Middleſex, may be juſtly ranked in the 
= 8 Number 
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cher their Ground is too wet, or too dry and poor, 


a Way to plant Vale ſpewey Grounds with Fruit- 


ven Miles diſtant from my Houte, ia the Vale of 


aillings a Buſhelz fo that the uſual Objection, of 


fuit- Trees at his own Charge, on a ſmall Spot of 
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Number of the beſt of Tenants, for improving hi 
Landlord's Farm, which, by having a long Lat 
of, at a reaſonable Rent, it ſo animated him to gu 

up all ſuperfluous Buſhes and Shoots, to defh 
Thiſtles, and kill Couch graſs, and other Weed, 
that he brought the Farm into ſo good a Conditin, 
that, towards the End of his Leaſe, his Landlord 
courted him to take a new one at the old Rent 
though he had made the ſame, by his good Hu, 
bandry, one Third, at leaſt, better than when he 
came to it; but, having got a tolerable Subfiſtenc 
by his Induſtry, being advanced in Years 'and, whit 

woas moſt diſcouraging of all, being thwarted 
untoward Servants, fo that he could not manage {6 
well as formerly, he refuſed it, to live in a mor 
retired Life, for he only bought large Quantities of 
Fay of his Neighbours, in Hopes of getting a Per | 
ny by a riſing Market. This . he declared to me, 
and which I believe to be Matter of Fact, as he is: 

- Ferſon of a fair Character. 
The Charatier of a bad Tenant. — Here I mul 
change the Scene with a great deal of Reaſon ; be- 
cauſe a bad Tenant-Farmer is not only an Eneny 
to his Landiord, but to the Common-wealth in ge. 
neral; for as all Men live by the Farmer's Indu- 
try, ſo much as that fails, in obtaining plentiful 
Crops of Corn, Graſſes, Sc. ſo much he is want: 
ing of being a good Tenant, and good Common- 
wealth*s-man. And yet this is the very Caſe ol 
Thouſands. The firſt was a Tenant, that live 
within a few Miles of Wendover in Buckinghan- 
ſhire, who rented a very large Farm ſeveral Year, 
and kept a ſufficient Number of Horſes for work- 
ing the ſame ; but was ſo obſtinately ignorant, 3 
to believe he was in the right, when he was in tie 
wrong, as his Crops plainly diſcovered ; for thi 
Man, who for the moſt Part made Uſe of Wheel 
Ploughs, would not oblige his Dough Ie 60 
5 ER SEE 
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deep enough, to extirpate the Roots of Weeds, and 
therefore not only oftentimes miſſed of getting his 


Ground into a fine ſweet Tilth, but, in the next 
Seaſon, his Wheat, Barley, and other Grain, was 


0 peſtered with Weeds, that they crippled his Crops, 
ſoured his Ground, and multiplied their Species, 
Thus going on from Year to Year, his Crops grew 
worſe, inſtead of better, till at laſt he was forced to 


quit the Farm; but how much he leſſened the Rent, 
by his bad Management, I cannot ſay. This, I 


know, that a far better Tenant is come in his 
Room, who, I hear, goes on exceeding well, by 
plowing the Ground as it ſhauld be, and getting 
great Crops off it; for this Man proves as wile, as 
the other was ignorant; becauſe, finding where the 


other was wrong, he fell directly into a Method, 


that brought the Ground by Degrees into good Or- 
der, and that was thus: He got a narrow Foot- 
plough, and clapped a mortaiſed pecked Share on 


it, which gave him an Opportunity of making this 
Plough enter the Ground as deep as he deſired, and. 


by this Means, he turned up a freſ Earth which 
had lain buried many Years, and at the ſame Time 


tore up the Roots of Weeds that had got Footing 


here out of Knowledge; fo that a. little Manure 
now went a great Way, for the freſh Mould was 


in ſuch Heart, as alone was capable to produce good 


Crops of Grain, and they ſuch Quantities of Straw, 
4 in Courſe would create large and ſeveral Dung- 
his in one Year ; and thus he improved the Farm, 
and is now in the greateſt Reputation for a topping 
Huſbandman in the Country he lives in. The 
next I ſhall take Notice of is one that tented a Farm 
of above a Hundred a Year, who, having a Leaſe of 


the ſame for nine Years, acted the bad Huſband- 


man to a great Degree ; for altho* he came after 
2 Tenant who did ſo well, as to take a larger Farm, 
het he acted fo averſe to the other, that he went 
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132 Lettie 4 Fam. 
out of this, into a very little Farm indeed, which 
occaſions the following Character of him: H 
ſuffered his Horſes to go into his Stable with dim 
Legs, and with ſuch ſticking Dirt on them, tha 
he could not get off without Waſhing, and then 
Cracks or Scratches bred in their Heels, and fron: 
fuch, ſometimes, proceeded greaſy Heals, &. 
Two Flocks of Sheep have rotted in one Year; nen 
a a hundred Hens have been ſuffered to lay their Egg 
in Hedges, and other open Places, and ſo carrie 
off by any that could come at them z his Hog 
would often run among his green Wheat, and 6- 
ther Corn, to the Spoiling great Quantities of it; 
his Ground was very much infeſted with T hiſtles, and. 
for Want of fufficient Dreſſing, returned him fud 
wretched Crops of Corn, as obliged his Landlord: 
to ſeize his Effects for Rent. The third was 2 
Tenant at Will, and a crafty Knave, who rented i 
Farm of about forty Pounds a Year, in Hertferl- 
ſhire, that knew the Method of Farming as well # 
moſt Cbhilturn Farmers; but, finding he was not 
cloſe tied to Articles under Hand and Seal, he took 
the Liberty of making, as he called it, the helt 
Uſe of his Time, for, knowing that the young Own 
er was to take the Farm into his own Hands in 4 
ſhort Time, he made it his Buſineſs to get all the 
Heart he could out of the Ground, for nouriſhing 
his Crops of Corn: Accordingly, he plowed often, 
to get the Earth into a fine Tilth, and ſowed i 
with Wheat, Barley, Oats, c. with little or n0 
Dreſſing, and this he did for the laſt two Years, Tit 
ſame Sort of Villany he ated with regard to tht 
Hedges, for theſe he cut up, and plaiſhed fo ve! 
thin, that they would hardly keep out Cattle the 
very firſt Year, nor fully recover their due Growth, 
under ten or twenty; and all this was done to get 
as much Fagot-wood out of them as he could; 

neither ſcouring up the Ditches, nor W 1 
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'Flower-banks, which is a moſt neceſſary Work to 
be done, every Time a Hedge is made. In ſhort, 
this Tenant ranſacked all he could out of the Farm, 
before he went off. And ſo did another, almoſt 
in the like Caſe, who, being to leave his Farm, 
took the Opportunity, while he might, to ſow all 
the Ground he could with Wheat, againſt the Har- 
| veſt 1741, and being to leave it at Michaelmas 1742, 
he ſowed all the Ground he could, the following 
Spring, with Barley, Peaſe, Oats, &c. as having 
no Room for ſowing Wheat this Year, Thus, by 
ſowing all the Wheat he could without any Dreſ- 
ſing, for 1741, and ſowing all the Lent Grain he 
could without any Dreſſing, for 1742, he ſo beg- 
gared the Land, as to do it a very great Diſkind- 
neſs for ſeveral Years to come. But I have not yet 
given a Character of a worſe Tenant than all I 
have wrote on, for this was a Villain in Grain, be- 
cauſe he acted the malicious Part to a very high 
Degree, thus: Being obliged. to quit the Farm he 
had for ſeveral Years rented in Hertfordſbire, for 
his ill Behaviour, he was reſolved to be up with 
his Landlord, and accordingly took the Opportu- 
nity of ſowing Part of the Farm with Wild-oats 
in the Night- time; but, unlucky for him, a Per- 
ſon happened to ſpy this Tranſaction, and diſco- 
vered it to his Landlord, who made him pay Sauce, 
and branded him for a Rogue to the whole Coun- 
tty about him. | 5 
The Character of a good and bad Landlord, Now 
am come to my laſt Diſcourſe concerning Land- 
lords and Tenants 3 and, as I ſaid, a good Tenant 
makes a good Landlord ; I ſay here alſo, that a 
good Landlord makes a good Tenant 3 for when a 
Landlord puts every Thing belonging to his Farm 
in perfect Repair, and lets his Land at ſuch a reaſon- 
able Rent that a Tenant may live comfortably on it, 
u encourages him to go on with Briſkneſs, = 2 
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134 V Letting a Farm. 
little Damage to be done to his Houſe, Barns, Gates, 
and Stiles, and to his Trees and Hedges, as poſlible 
he can; and, in ſhort, to promote his Intereſt y 
the utmoſt of his Power. On the contrary, When a 
Landlord does no more than he can barely help in 
putting his Farm in Order for a Tenant's taking it 
will inſiſt on a Rack-Rent, and is ſo tight on his 
Tenant, as to oblige him to pay his Half Year; 
Rent to a Day, otherwiſe he threatens to diſtrain 
him; and ſo damps the Spirits of ſuch a Man that 
he is almoſt always railing againſt his Severity, and 
glad to ſee Things go to Ruin, without the leaf 
Care, in order to put his Landlord to Expence, az 
I have known an illiterate wicked Tenant guilty of, 
There are many Inſtances of good and bad Land. 
lords as well as ſuch Tenants; accordingly, I ſhall 
here give an Account of ſome few of them: A great 
Farmer, living in Leicefter/hire, brings up Wheat o 
Hempſtead, or another Market, ' almoſt every Week 
throughout the Year : And it was on the 18th Day 
of June 1741, that his Man ſaid he had then One 
Hundred and Fifty Sacks of Wheat left: That he 
has had ſeven Years Wheat by him at a Time, hav- 
ing a Hundred a Year of his own Land, and'rented 
One Hundred and Fifty beſides, becauſe his Land- 
lord truſted him three Years Rent; and as Wheat 
fold in 1740 and 1741 for Thirty and Forty Shil- 
lings a Sack of five Buſhels, or as we call it in Heri. 
jordſbire a Load: The extraordinary Price paid his 
Rent for that Time. Another Landlord (as Iam told) 
exceeded all others that I ever heard of in the letting 
his Farm, thus: Not many Miles from Harrow-0n- 
the-Hill in Middleſex, a Farm of eighty Pounds a 
Year was to be let out of the Landlord's own Occu- 
pation, who being forced to take it into his own 
Hands till he could get a Tenant to his Mind; he 
ſowed nine and twenty Acres of it with Wheat, 
and as many with Horſe-beans as coſt him nine 
5 | Pounds. 
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pounds. This Farm a Tenant entered upon at Mi- 
chaclmas 1741: And the Landlord gave him all 
| the Wheat-Crop, with four Horſes, one Cow, a 
Waggon, Carts, and Ploughs, with many other 


the Bean-ſeed that he laid out of his Pocket. To 


thirty Acres of Meadow, for which he began to pay 
Rent from Michaelmas, and to hold the Farm one 


carry off all the Stock for his own Uſe; ſo that 
twenty Pounds ready Money (they told him) was 
enough to come on this Farm, and that was chief] 


was one well known to me, as it happened in the 
Pariſh of Chedington in the County of Bucks, where 
a worthy honeſt Man owned a large Farm, which 
he let to a Tenant that was unable to rent any more 
of it than one hundred and twenty Pounds a Year 3 
the reſt being above forty Pounds a Year more was 
rented, or let out to ſeveral others. However, this 
Tenant being a moſt diligent ſaving Man, he acted 
tie good Huſband ſo well, as highly to pleaſe his 
Landlord, which encouraged him to give the Te- 
nant three hundred Pounds Credit in Forbearance 


Degree, becauſe he was thereby enabled to buy in 
more live Stock, ſo that he paid his Rent very well 


which lay in his kind Landlord's Hands as ſo much 
lent him, and of which Loan he willingly paid law- 


the reſt of the Land belonging to the Farm into his 
Hands, and went on in a flouriſhing Condition, 
even to be a celebrated Farmer; for his very Horſes 
were regarded to make one af the beſt Teams that 
| came to Hempſtead Market; and Hempſtead pretends 

to vie with any other Market-Town in England for 
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Things, making him pay only the nine Pounds for 


the plowed Ground of this Farm belong three and 


and twenty Years, when he is by Leaſe allowed to 


neceſſary for buying in ſome Sheep. The next Caſe 


of Rent, This ſerved the Tenant to, a very great 
afterwards, excepting the three hundred Pounds, 


ful Intereſt ſeveral Years together, getting more of 


a Shew | | 
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fewade, Thame, and not a great Way off Northampin, 
Oundle, Rugby, Leiceſter, and ſeveral other capital 
Northern Fairs, it gives our head Farmers the 
greateſt Opportunity to buy and ſell the beſt Collar- 


Horſes in the whole World: Which is now be. 


come a general Practice, and carried on throughout 
the Year under ſuch Reputation, that great Num- 
bers of brave Horſes ate bought out of our Teams, 
as they are ſeen in their Harneſs at Hempſtead Market; 


and the more, becauſe this Opportunity gives Buy. 


ers much more Aſſurance of laying out their Money 
on ſound Cattle, free of thoſe Bites and Impoſtions. 
oftentimes ſchemed at Home, and practiſed after. 
wards at Fairs. And as I live on a Spot of Ground 
ſituated almoſt in the Center of thoſe Farmers who 


make it their Buſineſs to buy and ſell the beſt of 


Coach and Cart-Horſes: I can help any Gentleman 


to great Choice, either at Market, or better at the | 
Farmers Stables. But to return to the Tenant | 
am writing of; this Man went on exceeding well, 


till the Farm was fold to another Gentleman, who, 
being a perfect Stranger to Country Affairs, fell into 


an Apprehenſion, that a Tenant, who owed three - 


hundred Pounds to his former Landlord, ought not 
not to be truſted any longer than needs muſt : And 
therefore warned him off the Farm; which obliged 
this Tenant to ſell the Crop on the Ground to a fuc- 
ceeding one, and to ſeek out for another to occupy 
himſelf, and, as it happened, he luckily met with 
two Farms at once that he hired ; and lived to pay 
off his old Score of three hundred Pounds, with ali 


Intereſt for the ſame, beſides getting, as it is thought, 


enough to purchaſe a good Farm, and 1s now {till 
getting more in the Pariſh of Ardenbam, near Mai 


Ford in Hertſordſbire, where he lives at this Time i 
very great Buſineſs. But his former Landlord did 


not 
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4 Shew of the fineſt Teams, and this with goof 
Reafon; becauſe, as we lie near Dunſtable, Bigele. 
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iin a Farm. 1337 
fot do ſo well as he; for, by letting his Farm to 
two other Tenants, the firſt, after wearing out a 
nine Years Leaſe, ſo diſagreed with his Landlord, 
that they parted 3 and then he let a Leaſe to a third 
Tenant; who, after ſeven Years Living in the Farm, 
defired his Landlord to ſeize, for that he could not 
pay Rent any longer; and ſo was forced to take the 
Farm into his own Hands, repenting a thouſand 
Times, to my certain Knowledge, he did not encou- 
rage and keep on the firſt Tenant. Yet this Gentle- 
man did not commit ſo great a Miſtake as another I 1 
heard of in the Weſt Country, who is faid to ſuffer 
vera] of his Farms to lie empty, and run almoſt to 
Ruin, becauſe he could not let them at an advanced 
| Rent; and thus remained fo obſtinate as to involve 
himſelf in very great Debts, even to the owing his 
Malſter above five hundred Pounds, as I was told 
by a Servant that lived with him. Where indeed 4 
Farm is improved to a very conſiderable Degree by 
| the three-wheel Drill-plough and Horſe-break, or 

otherways : There is ſome Room for ſuch an ad- 

| vanced Rent; but to impoſe a new large Rent on a 
Farm, that is without ſuch Improvements; mult 
be very diſcouraging to a Tenant. A certain 
Tenant took a large Farm, and, to pay a large 
Rent laid on the ſame, took all the Care and Pains 
he poſſibly could; but finding he run out fifty Pounds 
a Year for more than one Year, he ſolicited his 
Landlord to a ſmall Abatement of Rent ; but his 
Landlord would not, becauſe (as is ſuppoſed) hav- 
ng ſeveral large Farms in the Country about this, 
he was loth to bring up an abating Precedent, 
ſt it ſhould have an Effect on his other Tenants to 
his Prejudice ; and ſo the Tenant was forced to 
leave the Farm, and the Landlord to take it into 
his own Hands, for none will give the Rent the laſt 
Tenant took it at, as I can hear. To this Account 
Ladd what I read in the Noribampion Mercury, 
. T | dated 
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dated May 17, 1742, as follows, viz. — On the 
5th: Inſtant died at Hilſborbugh, in the North of Jr. 
land, the Right Honourable Trevor Hill, Lord Vit. 
count Hil/borough, eſteemed one of the beſt Land. 
lords in Ireland; he is ſucceeded in Honour and 
Eſtate by his only Son Wills Hill, Eſq; now Lad 
Hilſborough. — In the Pariſh of Chaffont, that lies be. 
tween Amerſham and Uxbridge, a Tenant entered; 
Farm commencing from Miebaelmas 1741, which 
the Landlord had held in his own Hands; and, u 
encourage the Tenant in good Huſbandry, he excy 
ſed him from paying any Rent the firſt Year, pr 


1 
4 
| 


«4 ih 


j vided he laid as much Money out as that came to 

| m Dreffing 5 accordingly he laid a Yeat's Rent au 
| in London Soot and Coal Aſhes ; the Soot for his 

l Corn, and the Aſhes for artificial Graſſes : But ui 

j happened, this Money was laid out to little Purpoſ, 

| for, the dry Summer of 1742 ſucceeding, it did littk 

13 Good. ..- Another Tenant took a Farm by N 

. Man's Land, as it is commonly called, near Whethan- 

| fead, of a Landlord who had fowed it all with Oats; 
which ſo beggared the Ground, that, to make ny 
j Tenant Amends, he gave him a Year's Living in l 

/ for nothing, 
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Of SERVANTS. 
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X Fairs and Statutes fer Hiring of Famm 
O Servants. — The laſt Month is the chief 
Month in the whole Year for this Purpoſe, for, on 
ſeveral Days in that Month, Statutes and Fairs are 
held in ſeveral, I may ſay in many Parts of Ex. 
land; as has been the ancient, and now almol 
univerſal, Cuſtom of this Nation, becauſe of tht 
great Service theſe yearly Appointments, ot ds 

| | > Os ones | tutes, 
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wtes, do to Maſters, Miſtreſſes, and Servants in 
general; who here have a fair Chance of ſupplying 
each other's Wants for a whole Year. Two Far- 
mers — together on the Subject of Servants, 
ſays one, they are troubleſome and chargeable 
Evils. Says the other, I can't ſay ſo; becauſe I 
think I get a Hundred a Year by them. For indeed 
the Farmer ought to get by every Thing he deals 
in, to defray the many Expences and Loſſes he is 
liable to, above any other Tenant whatſoever : 
And as there is ne ſuch Thing as carrying on the 
Buſineſs of Farming without ſome Sorts of Ser- 
pants; it highly concerns the Farmer to endeavour 
the Choice of the heneft ſkilful ones, becauſe, as 
his Servants are, ſo will his Buſineſs be well or ill 
done; though I am ſenſible that many of them 
are ſpoiled by the ill Conduct of their Maſters, but 
of this hereafter. In the mean Time, I am here to 
obſerve, that there are many Misfortunes happen 
by the random Way of hiring Servants at Statutes, 
where, as they meet in a promiſcuous Multitude, 
and come from all Parts of the adjacent Country to 
| be hired without a Character, the Farmer runs a 
Riſque of their Honeſty and Ability; contrary to 
the Londoner, who neither hires for a Year, nor 
without a Character from their laſt Maſter or Miſ- 
tes. One of my Neighbours went to Ayleſbury 
Statute (which lies nine Miles from Gaddeſden) to 
hire a Man and Maid-ſervant, where having little 
Diſcourſe with them, and hiring them without 2 
Character: The Man proved an obſtinate Fool, 
and the Maid an errant Thief. Statutes for hiring 
Servants I ſuppoſe take their Name, or Title, 
rom Statutes or Acts of Parliament made to ſup- 
port their Authority; accordingly the High-Con- 
table of the Hundred is here appointed ſole Officer 
of the Place, to regiſter the Names of ſuch Maſ- 
irs, Miſtreſſes, and Servants, who here come to- 
| T 2 | | gether, 
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gether, by a Bargain of Wages for one whole Year, 
 commehcing at Michaelmas ; when, therefore, 3 


Servant is thus regiſtered in the High-Confſtabley 
Book, the Hiring is thought to be more valid, than 


when the Maſter and Servant engage themſelves i 
a private Manner; inſomuch that it often ſtrike; 


an Awe upon Servants, by their thinking the Re. 
giſter makes Offences more penal, . in, Caſe of thei 
being Aggreſſors. In our Parts, Hempſtead, St. A. 
bans, and Kempion are reckoned the greateſt St. 


tutes for the Her!fordſhire and Middleſex Farmers to 


provide themſelves with Servants ; but, if weabout 


_. Gaddeſden want Maid-ſervants, ſeveral of our Farm. 
ers go to Aylebury: Statute, becauſe, in Ayleghur, 


Vale, there are great Dairies carried on, that employ 


_ Conſiderable Numbers of theſe uſeful Females, who. 


if rightly choſen, commonly prove more hardy, 
more ſtrong, and more diligent than ou On} 
Wenches, that are brought up more tenderly, 4 


more unſkilfu] in the Buſineſs of Huſbandry; which 
leads me to give a more particular Account of Ser- 


vants, as it relates to their ſeveral Stations, or Off 
ces, for which the Farmer commonly hires them: 
And, firſt, I ſhall begin with the moſt uſeful one of 


all others, the Ploughman. 


The Charafter of a Plongiman. This is the chic 


Servant, and the moſt uſeful of all others about? 


Farm ; for upon his Skill and Diligence depends 
very much the Succeſs of Corn-crops, Sc. At the 
Statute he comes among the reſt to be hired, and, 
if he is a capital Workman, he will aſk ten of 
twelve Pounds a Lear; if a young one in the Art, 
five or ſix, for there is all this Difference in a Chil- 
turn Ploughman eſpecially, that holds ſeveral Sorts of 
Ploughs. With us there are only three in commoi 
Uſe, and they are the two-wheel fallow Plough, the 
two-wheel Pea-ſtitch Plough, and the two-whet! 


Whear-ſtitch Plough ; but there are other Chili 
= i | | Farmers, 
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| Firmers, who employ the two-wheel double Pougu 
the two-wheel Bob-tail Plough, the two-wheel 
Wood-chip Plough, the two-wheel Jockey-plough,: 
and the three-wheel and Pulley  Drill-ploughs, and 
ſometimes, but rarely, the 1 = 
Others, again, will uſe only the one-wheel Glou- 
eferſhire Plough, the one-wheel over-cheek, and one 
Wheel under-eheek Plough. All, or moſt of theſe, 
ſome Ploughmen will hold exquiſitely well, by laying 
their Thoroughs, or Furrows, ſo even, that one will 
be hardly higher or broader than another; for 
which Reaſons, many of the better Sort of Plough- 
men will make a Bargain to do nothing elſe all the 
Tear, than the following Works: To hold Plough 
eight Hours, from Six to Two o' Clock, whenever 
the Weather permits; at Hay-Harveſt, to act as 
head Man in Mowing, and leading on the reſt of 
| the Company; at Corn-Harveſt the ſame, in Reap- 
ing and Mowing, for which Reaſon he is called 
Lord, or Chief of the Workmen. In the ſnowy and 
froſty Seaſons, when he cannot go to Plough, he will 
drive the Team or Dung-cart, and alſo, every Time 
it draws Corn to Market, he accompanies it; but 
refuſes to do any other Work, unleſs 1t be to attend 
at the Smith's Shop, to direct him in making and 
ktting the Point of the Share aright, that is to ſay, 
as he would have it, or to mend the. Harneſs u 
a Pinch of Neceſſity, when the Cpllar-maker cannot 
be had; or, to ſhoe all the Horſes, which, now-a- 
days, is very common for the Ploughman to do, as a 
aving Article to the Farmer, becauſe he thinks it 
vill anſwer, if he gets no more than the old Shoes 
clear, which helps towards making Share-Points 
and other odd iron Work. From the Farmer 
that keeps eight Horſes, to one that keeps but five, 
a Ploughman will inſiſt on having thoſe Privileges in- | 
ſured to him; and not only in theſe, but in ſome 
gers, as his being allowed a Horſe-keeper _ 
| im, 
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hun, chat takes him moſtly off the Trouble of bu. 
Ing after the Horſes, that drives his Plough,” tha 


gets up every Morning before him, and who at. WH 
tends him every Time he drives the Team to Mat. 5 
ket; but, in Vales, the Caſe is ſomewhar altered, foe wh 
here the Farmer ſeldom, or never, hires a Hort. Sat 
| keeper, becauſe, in this dirty wet Country, where or 
the Sight of a Stone is a Rarity, their Horſe-ſhos, bel 
and their Socket, broad Share, and Coulter belong. mo 
' Irigg to their Foot Plough, laſt a long Time, i that hoc 
the Ploughman here has ſeldom Occaſion r6 go to: trut 
Smith's Shop, and, therefore, has the more Time to be 
look after his Horſes; and, accordingly, he is hited | 006 
to plow, and look after his Horſes himſelf ; and Fa 
the Boy, that drives his Plough, is one that is kept hey 
not only for that, but to fold and unfold, where at 
there is no Shepherd kept, to look after the Com, vic 
and do any odd Jobbs; nor do they employ ſo much WAY Fat 
Care and Pains in dreſſing and managing their Hor- 2Cc 
ſes in Vales, as they do in Chilturn Countries, by $01 
reaſon they are fo liable to be dirty, as leſſens the and 
Pride of their Horſz-maſter; nor have their Plough- and 
men ſo much Wages as the Chilturn Ploughmen, be- of 
Cauſe the Vale-men cannot ſo well hold Wheel: hin 
ploughs as the Chilturn Men can the Foot-plough; Not 
which confines this Servant to work in the Vale, and Mil 
no where elſe, and thus they come by them for little fam 
Wages. But the CHlurn Ploughman excels, in that fact 
he can do many Sorts of Work that the Vale- and 
ploughman cannot do. Thoſe about us, moſt of him 


them, can fell Trees, plaiſh Hedges, faggot, ſow for | 
Furnep-ſeed, and hough them afterwards; Tow Clo- 
ver, Rape, Wold, and all, or moſt, other Seeds 
ſown by Farmers; therefore, Gentlemen ought nt 
to be ſurpriſed, when they hear that one of ou 
Country Ploughmen aſks eight, ten, or even twelve 
Pounds a Year; for, where he has Buſineb 
enough, he can deſerve it far better than many 6 
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the worſe Sort can half the Money; and, to give 
ſuch a compleat Ploughman his juft Character, _ 


| ſhould ſay, he ought to be one capable of adviſing 


what is beſt to be done with ſuch a Piece of Ground, 
what Sort of Plowing is moſt proper for it, what 
dort of Seed is moſt requiſite for it, what Manure, 
or Dreſſing, is moſt natural to it, and when is the 
beſt Time to ſow itz when Graſs and Carn are fit to 
mow, and Wheat to reap, Peaſe: and Beans to 
hook, and ſo a hundred Things more. In ſhort, a 
true-bred Ploughman, in our Chillurn Country, may 
be deemed a Sort of Counſellor to his Maſter; for a 


good Huſbandman holds it as a Maxim, That that 


Farmer, who is above conſulting his Ploughman, will 
never farm, as he ſhould do. I ſent a Son of mine, 
at eighteen Years of Age, into a Gentleman's Ser- 
vice, to be his Ploughman, and look after his great 
Farm in the Vale Country; and, as he was then 
:ccounted a good Workman at the Plough, and at 
Swing, Mowing, Reaping, houghing Turneps 
and Carrots, felling Timber trees, plaiſhing Hedges, 
and at moſt other ruſtic Buſineſs, he had the Care 
of all his Maſter's Country Affairs, and lived with 
him till he died in 1740; and, in 1741, being 
not quite twenty Years of Age, I ſent him ſixty 
Miles farther into the North, on ſomewhat the 
fame Footing, and he gave his Maſter great Satis- 
lation, till he was overtaken with the Small-Pox, 
and, after that, a violent Fever; then I ſent for 
him Home, with many Thanks to the Gentleman, 
fr having him looked after, as if he had been his 
own Son, as he aſſured me he would; ſo that 
now, at under one and twenty Years old, he is ca- 
pable of performing all the Work of a Chillurn 
and Vale Farm: For it is well known, I bring up 
my Boys to work as ſoon as they are able, and con- 
inue them as cloſe to it as poſſible I can, which 
makes them Workmen at an early Age. i — 
| 5 
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I SLA , 
We Charafer of the Tuster-Servant.— This Maut 
take to be the next uſeful Servant to the Ploughmai 
that a Farmer has. When he comes into a Statut ty 
be hired, he commonly holds a Flail in his Hand 
to ſhew that he would be hired for a Taſker yac. 
cordingly; the firſt Queſtion generally aſked him 
where he lived laſt, and whether he can do a ſuſf. 
cient Day's Work at thraſhing and cleaning f 
Corn, and he as often anſwers in the Affirmative, 
Now, it is ſeldom ever aſked, why he left his lat 
Place, beeauſe it is even cuſtomary to chan 
Service in the Country every Year, for the Sake of 
Variety of Living, learning Improvements; andget: 
ting new Acquaintance; by which, I muſt needs fi; 
a Servant has alſo a great Opportunity of informing MW 
his Judgment, pleaſing his Fancy, and ſometim 
getting better Buſineſs. His Taſk is commonlyt il 
_ thraſh five and twenty Buſhels of Wheat in one 
3 Week, and clean it for Market; I fay, this'is hi | 

_ common Stint, for Wheat ſeldom yields fo well a 

ii to confine him to thirty Buſhels, but ſometimes to 
leſs than five and twenty; but this is regulated n 
Proportion to the common Yield of Wheat in the 
ſame Pariſh, for Cuſtom very much governs in the 
Farmer's Buſineſs ; as I 4m going to ſhew by thi. 
one Example of a Taſker, who generally thraſhe 
his five Buſhels of Wheat in one Day, and clean 
five and twenty Buſhels on every ſixth Day. If: 
Taſker is a clever. Workman, and the Wheat 

ields well, he will do his Week's Work compleat- 

y in five Days Time; and for this Purpoſe be 
works the harder, that he may enjoy the ſixth Day 
to himſelf. I knew one of theſe, that lived near be 

| bamftead in Hertfordſhire, ſo diligent at performing hi 
Taſk, and cleaning the Wheat ſo well, that his Nat 
ter indulged him with the Liberty of applying tbe 
ſixth Day to his own extra Profit, which he did by caf- 
rying Sacks of Corn on the Market-Day at * 
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ant HH | ene another Taſker did the fame Work in the 
m ame Time, for the Sake of only my idle on the 
kr Day. Others will begin very early, and work 
and; WA harder chan ordinary to finiſh their every Day's | 
1% WY Taſk, by two or three o Clock in the Afternoon, 
ns WY that they may ſpend the teſt of the Day at their 
uff. Will: But theſe are particular, not general Caſes, 
br chough it may appear t6 ſome by this my Way 
tive. of Writing, that a Mafter, in this Reſpect, may be 
bought to have no Occafion to repine at a Taſker's 
age haſty Work, if he does it well, and thereby taking 
00 about one Day's Time in a Week to himſelf, yet 
gel very few of Maſters will allow a Taſker that is a 
7 yearly Servant this Privilege; or in any wiſe to 
ing WAY abſent himſelf from Home, unleſs it be on a capital 


| Holy-day : Becauſe, as they ſay, they, know not 


mes 
dat Accident may happen in the mean Time, that 
ons may require their immediate Help ; for it is certain, 
no one Land Profeflion in the World is liable to 
FE more Miſchances than that of a Farmer; and 
$10 therefore they commonly oblige their Taſker to 
lin. conſtant Attendance, let bim do his Work early or 
che ke. However, to write more fully on theſe Points, 
the | ſhall further obſerve, that there are two Sorts of 
this Men-Taſkers: The Day-Labourer and the con- 
ſhes BY fant Houſes Servant; both theſe are required to per- 
ans form a Day's Thraſhing alike z and if they are 
If allowed the Liberty of doing their Day's Work, or 
en Laſt, as ſoon as they can, in order to have the reſt 
eat - of the Day to themſelves, it is generally allowed 
he dem, becauſe it is the Cuſtom of the Country there- 
Jy WY abouts. A great Farmer, near Tring in Heriford- 
5% ire, who rents about three Hundred a Year, always 
hi allows his Day-Labourer-Taſker, and his Servant- 
la- Taſker, the Liberty of doing their Work as ſoon as 


they can, ſaying, if they are obliged to work all 
ay, It Only learns them to be idle, for even then 
ney will do no more than their Taſk : Whereas, if 
© poor Day's-man has the Liberty of doing his 
U 1 Work 
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Work in nine Hours, that he would be twelve Hogl 
about, if confined, it would give ſuch a poor. My 
an Opportunity of getting an extraordinary Pengj 


2 


towards maintaining his Family the better, and N 


not hurt the Maſter, A Taſker ought to be 
cleanly about his Work, and therefore moſt of then! 
have a Pair of Shoes made of an old. Hat, ſor hy 
the Tread of this he cannot bruiſe the Kernels, . 

Taſker ſeldom leaves the Wheat-barn, till the Con 


is thraſhed out; and when he thraſhes either Bar 
Beans, Peaſe, or Oats, if they 


ters of Barley in one Week; to thraſh and clean i 


3 or Seams of Oats in one Week; to ting 


and clean thirty Buſhels of Beans in one Week; ad; 
to thraſh and clean thirty Buſhels of Peaſe in oe” 


Week, and all theſe fit for Sale in a Market; d 


according to the Quantities (as I ſaid before) g- 
nerally thraſhed in the Neighbourhood, Bit, 5 
prevent Diſputes about Work, the Maſter con- 


monly makes a Bargain with the Taſker at H- 
ring, by telling him, that, if he lives with him 
he muſt thraſh ſo much Wheat, or Barley, t 


Oats, or Beans, or Peaſe in a Day, Sc. An 


therefore a Taſker will do no other Buſinefs than 


thraſh, except it be to give Cows Straw Nigit 
and Morning in the Farm-yard, to mow at Hi. 
time, and to reap and mow at Harveſt, I migit 
here give an Account of Diverſity of Ways of cleat- 
ing Corn, but, as that material Article requires 4 
larger Diſcourſe than my preſent Room will admit 
of, I muſt defer it, till a better Opportunity offers. 
The Character of a Shepberd-Servant. — Til 
Man appears at the Statute-Fair, or Market, 0 
Wake, with a Lock of Wool in his Hat, to ſhe 
hi; Intention of being hired as a Shepherd; and iy 
ſome is accounted as uſeful a Servant as any | 
Farmer has; and who, accordingly, gives him ne 


if not quite, as. much Wages as the Plough-mil 


yield well, his com. 
mon Taſk is thus: To thrafh and clean five Qu 
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if he is to have the Care of a large Flock of Sheep f 
for on his Care very much depend the Lives o 
theſe moſt ſerviceable Creatures, by his preventing 
their rotting in his good Management of them, and 
their damaging green Corn, Graſſes, and other Ve- 
getables; for ſometimes a Shepherd, in Common- 
fields eſpecially, is obliged to let his Flock graze 
cloſe to the Sides of ftanding green Corn, and 
Turneps, Sc. which the Sheep are very prone to 
break into; and then, if he is not a very diligent, 
vigilant Servant, he may bring his Maſter under a 
great Damage. A lame Shepherd and a lazy Dog 
re ſaid to be the beſt Attendants ona Flock of Sheep, 
becauſe theſe cannot very readily prejudice their 
Bodies by hard driving them, or running them a- 
bout, as too many of the ignorant Sort do, and 
thereby occaſion the Breed of the Scab, Red-wa- 
ter, Leanneſs, and other Maladies. A Shepherd 
ſeldom does any Thing elſe, beſides folding his 
| Sheep every Night, when the Weather permits, 
| unleſs it be at Sheering-time ;z and then, if he can 
ſheer, he muſt be one of the Number ; if he can't, 
he muſt wait upon the Sheerers, -and wind up the 
Wool in Fleeces. If the Farmer will have him 
work in Hay and Corn-Harveſt, he muſt hire one 
in his Room to look after his Sheep. And now, 
4 Iam writing on the Buſineſs of a Shepherd, I 
muſt obſerve that, in my Travels, I verily believe, 
among the many Shepherds I diſcourſed with, I 
hardly met with one in ten of them, that knew 
his Buſineſs tolerably well: Though, I muſt own, 
that, in the MWeſt Country, I met with the moſt ac- 
cute of all others; for here they keep the largeſt 
Flocks, I believe, of any in England, and yet their 
Land, tor the moſt Part, is a bad Soil, and natu- 
ally very poor: But, by the Help of their great 
Number of Sheep, they ſo enrich it, that it pro- 
duces ſurpriſing big Crops of Corn and Graſſes. 
| | 2 A com- 
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A compleat Shepherd ought to be Maſter of ſew! 
ral Sorts of Medicines ready at Hand, or, at leaf 
to know how to make them, in order to ſave Hows! 
Sheep, Griped-Sheep, Sheep poiſoned by licking 
up the Glow-worm, Sheep overcome by a Pleths. 
ry of Blood, Sheep inclining to the Rot, Scabby. | 
Sheep, Sheep ſeized with the Foot-Rot, Soreneh! 
of Head, with Ticks, or Sheep-Lice, or with 
ther incident Diſtempers; for, by theſe, Thouſudd 
of Sheep are ſometimes loſt in one Year, partly u 
Want of that Skill which is perfectly neceſſary fe 
applying proper and timely Medicines. But, x]; 
have not Room to enlarge on the whole Bubest 
a Shepherd in theſe Monthly Works, I intend © 
publiſh, under the Title, Of the Practical Shepherd! 
a diſtin Treatiſe of the fame. 8 
The Character of the odd Man-Servant.= Thi] 
Servant follows next, as being the moſt infer? 
of all others, except the Horſe-keeper. He is kept 
by moſt great Farmers in the Vale and Chilm 
Countries, and ſo extenſive is this Man's Buſineſ, 
that it may be juſtly ſaid of him, as it is common 


3. rr . 


2 
— 


ly ſaid of Women, their Work is never done; be. th 
cauſe ſome of thoſe he waits on are always i hi 
Want of ſomething or other. The Maſter, Mi. a 
treſs, and Maid, he is obliged to wait on, and a. m 
fiſt upon Occaſion; but the Maid-Servant, in pa- 2 
ticular, he muſt ſupply with Wood, or other Fuel 80 
fetch her Water, heat her Oven, help in milking WWW on 
the Cows, churning her Butter, and making 0. tr 
| Cheeſe. He ſerves the Cows with Meat, ſuckle Go 
Calves, feeds the Hogs, runs of Errands, and is th 
the Beck, not only of the Maſter and Miſtreſs, but pu 
of all their Servants, on neceſſary Occaſions, At w] 
Hay-time, he mows, or elſe makes Hay; at Har as 
yeſt, he acts in the Number of Reapers, and does ny 
all other Buſineſs in his Power; for which, ts th; 


uſeful Servant, has commonly, from yu to ri 
22 wen en Bon, = 
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Pounds a Year, 1n our Country, as being the moſt 


confined of all others; becauſe he can, the leaſt 


Jof all others, be ſpared from Home; and, becauſe 25 


he does as much, or more Work, than any other 
gervant belonging to the Farmer. 

The Charatter of the Horſe-keeper Servant. — 
This is the laſt Servant I have here to write on, 
that is hired at a Statute,” where he commonly 


appears with a Whip in his Hand, or a Knot of 


Whip-cord in his Hat. He is either a Boy, or 
what we call in the Country, a Hobby de Hoy,. 


between a Man and a Boy; or a Man, whoſe Bu- 


fineſs is, according to his Title, to look after the 
Horſes, by feeding, currying, and harneſſin 
them; to keep the Stable clean, to drive Plough 
as often as it is uſed, and to accompany the Plough- 
man at almoſt all Buſineſs he does. At Hay-time, 
he either mows, or makes Hay. At Harveſt, he 
follows next the Plough-man or Lord, if he is able 


to keep up with the Company at Reaping; if not, 


they are very ready to pity his Youth, and do their 
Endeavours to help him out; for you muſt know, 
the Plough- man 1s not a little ambitious of having 
his Horſe-keeper next to him in the Field, as well 
as the Stable, or at Plough, for which the Odd- 
man's Wages is from fifty Shillings, to four Pounds 
a Year, with us. As to the Miſtreſs, and her Maid- 


| Servants, I intend to write a particular Treatiſe | 


on their ſeveral Buſineſſes, according to the Coun- 
try they live in, under the Title, Of tbe Practical 
Country Houſe-wife, This Account of Servants 1 
thought myſelf more than ordinary obliged to 
publiſh, for the Information of thoſe of my Readers, 
who may ſtand in Need of ſuch Intelligence z for, 
3 the Changes and Chances of this Life are ma- 


y, there are many Perſons who come to an Eſtate, 


that are little acquainted with the Management of 
it: When then ſuch a landed Eſtate, or Farm, 
OM. TS: . 
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SAA 
comes into their Hands through Choice or Nest 
firy, here are ſome uſeful Inſtructions for their P-. 
ceeding, in Reſpect of Servants ; and betauſe 90 
other Author, Ancient or Modern, has given 1 
Account of the, particular Qualifications the ſee. 
ral Sorts of Servants, fit for Farmers, ought to be 
endowed with; which was neceſſary to be done, 
not only to aſſiſt the Judgment of a Ncxice in Hu- 
bandry in the Hiring of his Servants, but alſq 9 
8 his being impoſed on by them afterwards, a 

am further going to ſhew, by what follows, ui. 


How a Servant refuſed his Work, and was ſent tb 
Bridewell.— When a Farmer has hired a Servant ! 
for a Year, and ſuch a Servant proves an untoward, 
ſulky, ſaucy, or idle Fellow (as too many of them 
are) he becomes rather a Croſs, than an Aſſiſtant 
to a Maſter. One of this Sort lived with an old 
Farmer, about a Mile diſtant from my Houſe, 
who rented a Hundred a Year, and reputed to be 
' tolerable good Maſter, that had kept great Num. 
bers of Servants in his Time. One of theſe, a 
young Fellow, who was hired as Odd-man, took . 
upon him to tell his Maſter, that he would do nothing 
on a Sunday, for that he accounted Sunday: his 
own, to do what he liſted. Upon this, his Maſter 
got a Warrant, and had him committed to Hempſtead 
Bridewell, where he was ſeverely corrected, and 
put to hard Labour. This happened about the } 
Tear 1736, and had ſo good an Effect upon him, 
that it made him 4 valuable Servant for ſeveral 
Years after ; chuſing to live with his old Maſter, 
before any other, becauſe he had ſo happily con- 
vinced him of his Folly, and prevented him run- 
ning into a vicious, ruinous Life. Next will be an 
Account of as good a Servant, as this was a bad 
e. . 

How a Servant, by the good Condułt of his Maſter, 


deſerved a fine Charafter,— Another Servant, who 
| | | | now 
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| now lives with a great Farmer near Whethamſtead in 
Hertfordſhire, as a Taſker, lived formerly with a- 
nother Farmer, in the Pariſh of Ivingboe in Bucks, 
which are ſituated about twelve Miles diſtant from 
each other. This young Fellow, after he had 
been here a Lear, acquainted his Mother, a Wi- 

dow, who is my Chare-womar, that he lived in 
| Heaven, in Compariſon of his former Places; for 
that, in this Jaſt Place, he ſerves God, pleaſes his 
Maſter, and every Body elſe, and faves Money; 


for here he is Obliged to go as often to Church as 


| his Buſineſs will permit him; to read a Chapter 
every Night in the Bible, and to attend Family- 
| Prayer every Evening: So that here is no Allow- 
ance for Swearing and Rioting, becauſe the Maſter 
is ſenſible, that, at-the Day of Judgment, he muſt 
render an Account of the Care he took to regulate 
the Lives and Manners of thoſe who depended on 
him: And thus was as conſiderate of his better 
Part, as the Farmer, I am going to deſcribe, was 
inconſiderate. - | | | 
How a Gentleman run out Part of his Eſtate by ill 
Management, and recovered it by his good Condutt,— 
AGentleman, well known to me, who was Ownerofa 
conſiderable Eſtate, and kept ſome of his Land in 
his own Hands, to ſupply his Houſe with Neceſ- 
aries, employed no leſs than eight Servants at a 
Time: But being a young ſingle Man, and much 
ſubject to ride abroad, it gave his Domeſtics an 
Opportunity of frequently viſiting ſome ill Neigh- 
bours, who made it their Study to plot, and 
make alluring Propoſals to them, in order to en- 
tice his Servants to imbezzle his Liquors, Victuals, 
and other Things; which, by their Maſter's Ab- 
ſence, they had great Opportunities of doing; and 
thus they had full Room to enjoy their Liberty in 
loting, and Staying out, and Coming Home at 
all Hours in the Night, for, theſe Scrvants being all 
= -- | cor- 
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1532 5 Seftvants 4 
.- corrupted; each other contributed his or their Fj. 
deavours to facilitate the Entrance at any Time gf 
their Fellows, unknown to their Maſter: Ang! 
thus they went on for à conſiderable Time, till his 
Loſſes brought him under a Conſideration how 9 
repair his late bad OEconomy; and he ſo well: 
conſidered his own Caſe, as to cauſe him to make 
a thorough Reformation among his Servants, by. | 
turning away thoſe who were the chief Aggreſſon 
and laying ſuch a Charge on others; as kept them 
within the Bounds of their Duty, fo that none durt 
afterwards hold any Acquaintance prejudicial to 
their Maſter's Intereſt. Accordingly, this Gen- 
tleman ſoon experienced his valuable Alteration; 
by the daily Recovery of his Loſſes 3 which made 
him become ſo tenaciouſly ſtrict, that, if any Ser. 
vant was known by him to hold any cloſe Correſ. 
pondence with any Neighbour, he was turned + 
way: Nay, if he was ſeen to talk needleſly wii 
any out of the Family, he was called to an Account 
for it. But this was not all, for he carried his 
Care a great deal further; he had all his Glas | 
Bottles caſt with his Name and Place on them, 6 
that it was in vain for his Neighbours to pilter # 
ny of them. The next Thing he reformed, ws | 
the Keeping the Keys of his Houſe in his own 
Cuſtody, as he had them conſtantly brought, up 
every Night into his Chamber, declaring he would 
ſuffer no one of his Servants to be out after Nine 
o*Clock at Night, unleſs it was on his own Buſineſs; 
if they were, they were kept out; and, if ſucha 
Fault was repeated more than twice, they were 
diſcharged. All which, with ſeveral other Branches 
of good Management, proved a Reſtorative to hs 
Purſe, inſomuch that the ſame Gentleman hold 
at this Time, 1742, ſome of his own Land in hi 
Hands, and enjoys above a Thouſand a Year, ut 
der the Character of a very worthy Gentleman. 
1 SD | 
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4s the laſt and this are two chief Months for ſowing 


Wheat-ſeed ;, ſowing and ſetting of Acorns, Beech, 
Maſte, Walnuts, Cheſtnuts, Filberts, and many o- 
ther Seeds; for planting and tranſplanting Timber 
and Fruit-trees ,, and for preparing Lands againſt 
the next Spring-ſeaſon, for ſowing therein Beans, 
Peaſe, Thetches, me . Oats, Turneps, artifi- 
cal Graſs, and other Seeds, I am in this Month- 
ly Book led to make Obſervations on the ſame ; 
and accordingly ſhall write on many uſeful experienced 
Matters relating to theſe Parts of Huſbandry, by 

doing my Endeavour to inform Farmers and Gen- 
tlemen, what has been, and what may be done, to 
anſwer thoſe two great deſireable Ends, Profit and 
Pleaſure. And firſt, I ſhall begin with an Account 
of ſowing à proper Wheat-Seed, in a proper Soil 
and Situation, viz. 
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Several curiqus Cuſes relating to 7 Win; 
= Jfowig Wheat in this Month, | 


— OW to make Choice of a right Wh. 
ZI ez /ced for ſowing it, in this Month, n 
ri proper Soil and Situation, — h 
Wa). this.as well as laſt Month, What. 
Seed ſhould be ſown in ſeral 
a Shapes of the Earth; for, accord 
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5 RE ing to its Nature and Situation, þ 
ought the Seed and Workmanſhip to be appli; 
therefore in all this Month ſow white. or red Pir 
ky-wheat, and not red, yellow, or white Lanna. 

_ wheats ; becauſe theſe three laſt, if ſown late, it 
is a Chance if they do not ſtrike or mildew,” to tht 
very great Damage of their Crops, when the tuo 
former often eſcape ſuch Damage. The Rea 
of this I have publiſhed in my former Work; 
but as I have here the ſame under Conſideration, 
I ſhall farther enlarge on this Matter, Wheres 
the Kernels of the Lammas Sort grow at ſo gr 

a Diſtance in the Ear, as to give Mildews, and 
ther Blightning-Cauſes, large Room to ſettle and 
make a Lodgment; when the Pirky- Sorts are fre 
of much Prejudice from them, by Means of tit 
cloſe Standing of their Corns. The next Reaſon 
is, if the Lammas Wheat is ſown late, conſequent 
Jy it will be late before it is in. its green Ken. 
ing and Bloſſoming Condition; and then it is mor 
than ordinary liable to ſuffer by the before - ment: 
oned Accidents, becauſe Mildews and Blights fr 
the moſt Part happen rather later than ſooner" 
the Summer- time; and then, when they meet i 


Wheat, growing ina long lank Ear, and in a 8 


— 


| Curious Cafes relating to Wheats. 3 

Stalk and Ear, it fre uently ſuffers by them. Not 

Lt that there are other concurring Accidents that 
may contribute towards damaging Lammas Wheats: 
But few or none ſo capital, as late Sowing, to their 
wide ſet Ears and tender Natures. I think, I have 
wrote ſo largely on the Character of Wheats in 
ft Month, that I have the leſs Reaſon to proceed 
on the ſame Subject in this; yet, left ſome ſhould 


become Readers of this, and not of the laſt, I. 
aal add the following Account of. _ 
«a Ayleſbury Pirks, the beſt Sort for late Sowing— 


This Wheat is the beſt Sort of all others, to ſow 
ate both in Tilth-grounds and in Graſs-Lays, for 


od: 
„is great yielding Hardineſs, and Value, It is ge- 
el; nerally aid to yield five Buſhels off an Acre more 


than moſt others, and will grow on dry, poorer, 
nd wetter Land, better than moſt Sorts; will reſiſt 
Blights and Mildews beyond any, except the 
bearded Wheats. In. ſhort, though Pirky-wheat 
35 been ſown many Years in our Chilturn incloſed 


to. 

un (Country, yet this leſbury Sort is accounted, with 
ks: 8, a new Species; coming to us for the very firſt 
on, lime about the Year 1734. And now I, and ma- 


Py others in our neighbouring Parts, have it grow- 


reat A'S in different Soils, and therefore can furniſh a 
40 armer, or Gentleman, with any Sort of Pirky- 
beat, for ſowing it in ſuch an Earth as is moſt 


pgreeable to its Nature: If they want to ſow it in 
Chalks, Sands, Sandy, or dry Loams, I can ſend 
bat which grew on Clays: Or, if they want to ſow 
dem on Clays, I can {end them that which grew 
on Chalks, and ſo others, for their greater Im- 
Provement, In the Years 1740, 41, and 42, there 


nti- ere great Quantities of Lammas Wheat ſtruck, 
for ben the Pirks eſcaped much better. EO. 
ri De Benefit of ſawing Wheat late. —— As for 
Vinh "ole Stubbles that you intend to ſow with Wheat, 


nd you could not get their Soil fine enough in 
LS  -: laſt ' 


TR . 
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' 


dreſs ſuch Ground for a Hitch-Crop well; if dou- 


ble, the better; by ſo doing, the Chilturn Fame 


ſtands a Chance of having ſometimes a better Crop, 
than if he had ſown ſooner ; becauſe it may happen 


again, as it did in the wet Summer of 1735, when 


the Rains waſhed off the Bloom of the forward 


ſown Wheat, and miffed that which was fown n 
November, January, and February, as J have Rex 


Jon to remember; for that Wheat, which I fowed 
even on the tenth Day of February, proved the belt 
Crop I had. It alſo often happens to the Farmer) 
Intereſt, to fow his tilth Crops early in this Month, 
where his Land is of the light, dry Sort, becauk 
it will in Courſe be freeft of Weeds; for in S- 
tember, after the laſt Stirree-time, the Horſe-gold 
and Poppy appeared in many Chilturn Grounds; 


therefore, if Wheat has been ſown then or in ſome. 


Time after, conſequently the Weeds would have 

come up with the Wheat or in a little while, and 
perhaps have kept Company with the Grain till i 
had ſpoiled great Part of it. But by plowing tie 
Ground in laſt Month, and ſowing it in this, It 
very probable, the Wheat will come up and re- 
main free of thoſe deſtructive Weeds to the li. 
To this I add, that Ground in this Month is com: 
monly under a ſufficient Moiſture, and then the 
Grain will ſtand faſter, and the Earth lie cloſer, t0 
its greater Advantage. If Wheat is ſown late i 
this Month, fow it (as I have wrote) thick, eſpe. 
cially if the Ground is rough and ſour, becauſe 
what you ſow, in this Month, you muſt not expect 
it to gather and branch much, nor that it wil al 


grow up; whereas what Wheat-ſeed you ſow in 


a fine Tilth in September and October, that has ber 
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T Curious Caſes relating t6.Wheats, 951 
aft Month, continue their Plowings till the R. 
ginning, Middle, or latter End of this Month, 
for you may likely get them ſo by theſe Ting, 

for ſowing them with Wheat- ſeed; but be ſure t m 
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Curious Caſes relating to Wheats. 5 
bell dreſſed, it will gather, branch, and throw up 
more Stalks than Kernels ſown, notwithſtanding a 
leſs Quantity of Seed is made Uſe of then, than 


0 | in this Month : Therefore, where two Buſhels of 
u Wheat-Seed were ſown in the Middle of September, 
ice two and a Half, or two or three Pecks, ſhould be 


ſown in this Month, that there may be an Allow- 
ance made for the Loſs of ſome of the Seed by its 
being buried, by the Heavineſs of the moiſt Earth, 
and for ſome, that, in Courſe, will be devoured by 
Field Fowls 3 who at this Time of the Year will 
be more than ordinary voracious after ſuch Food, by 


ed | Reaſon moſt other Wheat will now be under the 
et Growth of its green Blades. But Wheat may be 
rs ſown too late in this Month, as I am going to 
th, ſhew. ES on | 

uſe How Wheat may be ſown too late. — This Month 
2 is rather too late to ſow Wheat on Clover-lays on 
ld one Plowing only; not but that many do ſo altho? 
53 they run a Hazard of having the Froſts overtake 
me it, and cripple it, before it has got a ſufficient Root 
ve and Head to withſtand them. But the chief Dan- 


ger attending latter ſown Wheat ariſes from the 
chipping Part of the Wheat as we call it in Hert- 
fordfhire, which is this: When ſuch Wheat is ſown 
olate that its Chipping or Sprouting meets a hard 
Froſt, then much of it is in Danger of being kil- 


ft, led by it. And, indeed, this Misfortune often 
m overtakes ſuch an ignorant Farmer, as ſows Wheat 
he the latter End of this Month in poor Ground, 
to and eſpecially where little or no Dreſſing has been 


lad on before; and alſo on Clover-Lays, becauſe 

where Wheat is harrowed in on only one Plowing up 

of any Graſs-Lay, the hard Cruſt, or Bottom, 

_ cauſes the Seed to lie ſhallow, and the more ex- 
poſes it to the Beaks of Fowls and Froſts; and 

* was partly on this Account, that a Farmer > 
| T RN | if- 
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6 Curious dhe a to Wheat: 
diſcouraged ſowing Wheat-Seed late on a Gos. 


Lay, according to the following Account, via. 
How a Farmer refuſed to ſow a Clover- lat 


with Wheat-Seed, — Tt was at Michaelmas- 


that a Farmer, at Dagnal, in Bedfordſbire, within 


a Mile and a Half of my Houſe, took Poſſeſſion of 
a Farm, and being a new Tenant, with a great Deal 


oOf Buſineſs fo do at Entrance, he had not Time to 
plow up a Clover-Lay that he came to, and there. 


fore could not get it ready for ſowing Wheat in the 
ſame; and, when afterwards he had more Leiſure 

in this Month, he thought the Ground would be 
too ſour, and the Wheat expoſed to the Spail of 


Birds and Froſts, to come to Profit; 3 on this he 
came to a Reſolution of giving the Clover-Lay one 


Plowing in Broad-Lands, and let it lie all the Win 
ter for the Turf and Roots of the Clover to rot, 
till February following, when he harrowed the Sur- 
face plain; and, after it had lain ſo about a Fort- 
night, he ſowed Horn- -Shavings all over the Ground, 
and plowed them in croſs the laſt Way of Plowing; 
then he immediately ſowed it with Peaſe, and it 

roved a vaſt Crop; for this Grain, in particular, 
loves both a hollow Earth and a hollow Dreſſing, 
as I intend in that Month more Py to make 
known. 


Why more Wheat-Seed is to * 2 in wet than in 


dry Weather, &c.— In Clays, Loams, and in moſt 
other Soils, there ſhould be Half a Peck of Wheat 


ſown more on an Acre in a wet Seaſon than in 4 


dry one, becauſe there ſhould be Allowance made 
for burying ſome of the Seed, eſpecially in this 
Month, when the Ground is generally ſugged by 
Wets. The ſame Conſideration, for late Sowing, 
ought to be duly regarded, and more Seed allowed; 
for by theſe two Impediments of ſowing Wheat in 
a wet and late Seaſon, and by the Damage of 


Worms and Slugs which ſometimes happens, à 
_ 
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Curious Cafes relating to Wheats. 7 
© confiderable Part of the Seed may perhaps be loſt, 
and therefore ſome ſow three Buſhels in this Month, 
inſtead of two and a Half, which they ſowed in laſt 
Month. 3 3 ap 
J ſow Wheat in wet Loams and Clays in this 
Month,— Theſe Soils, beyond Diſpute, ought to 
be ſown in September or October, to give the Wheat 
an Opportunity to acquire a ſtrong Root and Branch 
betimes, for reſiſting the Violence of Winter and 
Weather; but through Multiplicy of Buſineſs, or 
the Inclemency of the Seaſon, the Farmer may be 
caſt, and be behind in ſowing this Soil, till the Be- 
ginning, or latter End of this Month; and then 
there muſt be an Alteration, as I ſaid before, in 


W thc Quantity of Seed. In the bluiſh Clays of 


Ayleſbury Vale, their Rule is, to begin Sowing, at 
Michaelmas, and then they ſow ſomething more 
than three Pecks of Wheat on a Half-Acre Land, 
Broad-caſt, twice over the ſame, and plow it in 
with their Foot-plough. But, if they ſow a Land 
late in Ofober, they ſow four Pecks ; and if they _ 
ſow the Half-Acre in this Month, any Thing late, 

they ſow five Pecks on that Quantity of Ground. 
In our reddiſh, loamy Clays, about Gaddeſden, 
we ſtrive to ſow our firſt Wheat-Seed ; and, if 
this happens to be in September, two Buſhels on an 
Acre ſometimes. prove ſufficient. If in October, 


two and a Half; if latiſh in this Month, three are 


but enough, and then we ſow it by ſpraining the 
Seed out of a Man's Hand in two Bout-Lands, In 
the yellow and red Clays about Edgware, Hendon, 
| and Acton in Middleſex, they begin at Michaelmas 
to ſow their Wheat-Seed in three and four Bout- 
Lands, which ſometimes is ſprained in, and ſome- 
times ſown Broad-caſt, and plowed in with their 
Swing-plough ; if in the firſt Method, the Wheat 
comes in Rows, and always appears ſo till near 
Harveſt, and then it looks moſtly all alike. Ka 

| out 
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8 Curious Cafes relating to Wheat: 
bout Acton, and near London, they ſow all red Ta 
mas Wheat, for the Sake of the Straw, as well 
the large Body of this Corn; but, about Buffy, they 
| ſow their Wheat-Seed in a Mixture of red and: 
white Wheat, or Lammas red and pirky When, 
and ſeldom fail of beginning to ſow in Septemby, | 
and finiſh in October. But that Ground, which 
they hitch, that is, when they ſow their Ben. 
ground with Wheat, they are obliged to ſow it 
late in October, or early in this Month, as In 
here going to obſerve. | T0 
How a Field, near the Hyde in Middleſes, uu 
ſown with Wheat after a Bean-Crop.— Neat the 
Mae, they plowed up a Bean-Stubble, as ſoon x 
the Horſe-beans were got off (which grew in four | 
Bout-lands) into Broad-lands, croſs the laſt Way 
of plowing, Then, in a little Time after, they 
harrowed all the Ground plain, and on the ninth 
Day of October, 1742, I ſaw them uſing their Swing- 
plough, in plowing the Ground croſs the laſt Me- 
thod, into four. Bout-lands, according to the Couie 
of the Earth's Situation, in which the Drain lay, 
The next Time, they told me, they would ploy 
the Field in the ſame Shape ; that is, by plowing 
it in four-bout Lands, the ſame Way it lay laſt in, 
with this Difference, that they will make a Ridge 
where the laſt Thorough was; and it is here the 
ſow their Whear-Sced broad-caft, and plow it in. 
But this Operation could not be performed intite | 
ly very ſoon, becauſe here were three ſeveral Plow- 
ings given to the Land, after the Bean-Crop wi 
off; which obliged the Farmer to ſow it late 
October, or the Beginning of this Month, and then 
he allowed his Quantity of Seed accordingly. A- 
bout three Miles more towards the North-well 
the Ground fo varied, as to require a different 
Management in the ſowing Wheat Seed, as fol- | 
lows, viz, | * 
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| © Curious Caſes relating to Wheats, 0 
| How @ Field, that had been ſown with artificial . 
N Groſs-Seeds, was plowed up near Buſhy-Common, 

Fd ſowed with Wheat.— The ſame Day, as I was 


riding Home from London, I faw a gravelly, loa- 


| - | my Field, joining to Buſby-Common, plowing up; 
which induced me to ftop my Horſe, and dif- 


courſe with the- Plough-man of what he was about 


to do. He told me, this incloſed Field had been 


a Lay of articifial Graſs, and that he was then giv- 
ing the Ground a ſecond Plowing, in Order to 


ſow it with Wheat. The firſt Plowing he perform= 


ed was thus done: As the Field lay in Broad- 


lands, he firſt of all filled in his Thoroughs with 


the two-wheel Hertfordſhire Fallow-plough z next, 
he ploughed all the Ground a-croſs into Broad-lands 
again with the ſame Plough 4 then he harrowed it 
plain, and the ſecond Time he plowed it croſs the 
laſt Way into Broad-lands with the ſame Plough 
as before, which, when he had harrowed plain, 
he plowed it the laſt Time the latter End of Octo- 
ber, or in the Beginning of this Month, with the 
Foot-Plough, and ſowed Wheat-Seed in two or 
three Bout- lands. This Management ſhews the 
Diſcretion and Art of this Farmer, who rightly a- 
dapted his Plowing to the Nature of the Soil : For, 
though all around this Common they uſe only the 
Foot or Swing-plough, yet, as his Land is a gra- 
vy Loam, and the circular adjacent Lands are a 
clayey Loam, he made uſe of both Wheel and Foot- 
ploughs. 2 
How IV heat, ſownin tævo- bout Lands, one Year, out- 
ad that ſown in three-bout Lands. And how 


Wheat, ſown next Year in three-bout Lands, out-did 
that ſon in two-bout Lands, — This Caſe happen- 
ed between Uxbridge and Amerſham, in their moul- 
dy Gravels, where they begin to ſow Wheat in 
**p!2mber, but carry it on to ſome Time in Novem- 
%, either by Tilth-plowing, or by plowing up 
ox We" Lays 
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10 Curious Caſes relating lo Wheits! | 
Lays of Graſs. Thus: Firſt, as to their Soil; 4} 
ie, in many Parts of this Country, a poor graydh! 
Sort, let for a Noble an Acre, which they uſual; 
as often as they have an Opportunity, lay dom 
with either Clover, Ray-graſs, or Treyfoil, and 
very often they ſow all three together, for feeding 
their Ewes to ſuckle Houſe-Lambs; which, on thy 
Account, does Abundance of Service to this Land, 
by reſting, refreſhing, and getting it into goed 
Heart againſt Wheat-Seaſon, and thus. ſaves thei 
Farmers a great Deal of Expence in the buying of 
Manure, or Dreſſing. But this they are apt u 
carry too far to their Loſs : For Secondly, as to their 
Dunging this Ground, they ſeldom lay any other 
Dung on it, than what they make. in their Stab 
and Farm-yard, becauſe they flatter themſelves, that 
this alone, with the Freſhneſs of the Earth, is fuf- 
ficient to enrich it, and make it bear two Crops & 
Corn well, before it is laid down with Graſs-Sceds 
again: But the Effects prove them in a Miſtake, 
It is true, that thoſe, who thus dung their Ground, 
get ſometimes twenty or five and twenty Buſhels 
of Wheat off one Acre; but, by making Uſe of al 
ways only ſuch Yard-dung, their Land become 
tired wath it, and returns very often not twenty 
Buſhels of Wheat off one Acre, Yet theſe Far. 
mers fare better than ſeveral others of them, who 
truſt altogether to the Freſhneſs of their gravdly 
Soil, and ſow their Wheat without any Dreſſing or 
Manure at all; becauſe they think, if their art. 
ficial Graſs lies two or three Years before it is plov- | 
ed up, it is ſufficient to get their Ground in Heart 
for ſowing it with Corn-; but the Conſequence 
commonly is, that ſeveral of theſe Farmers get 10 
more than ten or fifteen Buſhels of Wheat off an 
Acre, and Lent Grain accordingly. For here they 
do not dreſs their Ground with the Fold, becauſe 


they ſuckle Ewes, and rarely lay out. any N65 
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Curious Caſes relating to Wheats, ' 11 
in Soot, Horn-ſhavings, Malt-duſt, Rags, or any 
other Manure, though they he near London. Tbird- 
'þ, as to their Plowing and Sowing, they genera]- 
y proceed thus: They fallow with the two-whee] 
Hertfordſpire Plough, or with the two-wheel Bob- 
J :2il-Plough 3 and with one, or both theſe, they 
plough two or three Times more, to get their 
Land into a fine Tilth. And when it is ſo, and 


tes in Broad-lands, then, with their two-wheel 


wood-chip Plough, they plow and ſow their red 
picky Wheat in three or four-bout Lands, and ſome- 
times in two-bout Lands; but, when they ſow _ 
Wheat in this laſt Form, they are forced to make 
| Uſe of the two- wheel narrow Wheat-Seed Plough. 
If they ſow Wheat early in September, they ſow 
two Buſhels and a Half of Seed: If in this Month, 
three Buſhels. It was in 1740, that one of their 
Farmers ſowed Half a Field in two-bout Stitches, 
and the other Half in four-bout Lands. When 
| they ſow Wheat in Two-bouts, a Man ſprains it out 
of his Hand; if in Four-bauts, they ſow it broad- 
caſt on the rough Ground as the Plough leaves it, 
and then immediately harrow it in; by which Ma- 
nagement, the Wheat grows in the Water-tho- 
roughs, almoſt as well as in the four-bout Lands; 
and the ſame, in the Thoroughs of the two-bour 
Lands, contrary to the wet, clayey four-bout Lands 
in Middleſex, But what I write this Chapter chief- 
iy for, is, to ſhew, that good Crops do not alto- 
gether depend on the Mode of Sowing and Plow- 
ng; for that Wheat which was ſown in the two- 
bout Lands, above-mentioned, beat that which 
Vas fown in the four-bout Lands in the Largeneſs 
and Thickneſs of the Wheat-Crop, becauſe the 
Winter and Spring proved mild, dry Seaſons ; but 
when it has proved a very froſty and wet Winter, 
and Spring, then the four-bout Lands have beat 
the two-bout Lands, 5 e 
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12 Curious Caſes relating io Wheat, 


1 


Hi a bad Workman plowed Wheat-ſeed iu u 
Bout-lands, to the great Damage of bit Maſter... 


This actually happened in the Pariſh of Gaddeiin 


in Hertfordſhire, in the Month of October, Ii. 
where a Piece of arable Land was prepared fron 


April, forward, by the Wheel Fallow-plough, in 
order for ſowing it with Wheat; but the nel 


gent Maſter ſuffered his Land to lie without Po. 


ing, from July, to the Beginning of Of, 
which gave the Weeds a Leiſure to grow up; and 
they grew and multiplied ſo much, that, when they 


came to plow it the laſt Time, it had alla geen 


Face. Now it was tht Beginning of laſt Month, 
that they began to ſow. this Land, a loamy Grave, 


with Wheat, in two-bout Stitches; and the Plough: | 


man, that was hired at Michaelmas, proving a No- 


vice in the Art of Plowing, he plowed the Stitches 


ſo crooked and ſhallow, as. not to cover all the 


| Wheat-ſeed, that was here ſprained in by a Mans | 


Hand, which gave the Birds Room to devoira 


conſiderable Deal of it, the Froſts to hurt ſome of 


the reſt, and the Weeds to grow up and choak 


great Part of the Wheat-crop : However, ths 
gave Occaſion to ſome of the better Workmen in 


the Neighbourhood, to make their. Games, ail 


ridicule the young Ploughman, who left a Mon- 


ment in the Field, for ſome Time, of his Ignorance, 


and his Maſter's Negligence, in ſuffering it to de 


fo; which puts me in Mind of a bungling Moiultt- 
fex Ploughman that J am going to take Notice oi. 
The Value of a skilful Ploughman exemplified, by ti 


great Loſs that an ignorant Ploughman may actaf 
the Farmer his Maſter.— It was on the afoteſd 
| ninth Day of Ocfober 1742, in my Tourney Hom 


from London, that I ſaw a Field of Turneps MX 


the Hyde, whoſe Seed had been ſown and harfow. 


ed in four-bout Lands. This Field lay at ſome 
Diſtance from the main Road, but in full Vier | 
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Paſſerigers, who might eaſily ſee tue moſt crock- 


©1 Work of Plowing, I believe, that ever was 
ſen, On this, I aſked in the Neighbourhood, 


whoſe Field it was; they told me 4 Farmer's, 
who had a Man that little underſtood Plowing : 


A fine Credit for a Maſter, to keep one that 


ſhould be the beſt Workman about his Farm, and 
is the worſt, perhaps, of all, And then ſuch a 
Ploughman, in Courſe, leaves the Water-thorough 
larger in ſome Places than others, which may oc- 
cafion the Rains, in their Deſcent, to waſh Holes 
in the Sides of the Lands: And in Caſe Wheat is 


\ ſown after this Manner, the Side, or laſt Furrow 


- of ſuch crooked Land, cannot be rightly plowed 


or laid even, nor the Wheat-ſeed regularly cover- 
ed, nor kill, nor prevent the Growth of Weeds, 
Sc. By theſe two Examples, it may plainly ap- 
pear, how valuable a good Plowman 1s to a Far- 
mer, towards his obtaining the greater Crops of 
Corn, or artificial Graſſes: For, ſuppoſe a Plough- 
man was to plow twenty or forty Acres of Land in 


one Wheat Seaſon, but I will ſuppoſe only twen- 


ty, he may be the Cauſe of making his Maſter 
loſe ten Buſhels of Wheat on each Acre : How- 
ever, if it is only five, and thoſe five be worth 
twenty-five Shillings, there will be near a Loſs of 
twenty-five Pounds in one Lear; and this only in 
the Article of Wheat, without reckoning a pro- 
portionable Damage in the Lent Grain: But if 


ſuch a Loſs was to be doubled, as it certainly has 
been, then there would be a Loſs with a Witneſs, 


perhaps to the Undoing of the Farmer. I own, 
indeed, that in making Wheat Stitches, or Bout- 
Lands of any Sort, will try the Skill of the Plough- 


man, becauſe it is the moſt difficult Work of all 


Plowings ; and he, that is a Workman at this, 


need fear no Sort of Plowing whatſoever; for, in 
te making of two, three, or four-bout Lands, 


both 
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14 Curious Cafes relating to Wheats. 
both Wheel and Foot-ploughs are. commonly em 
ployed. And, therefore, I know a famous F 
mer, that rents, I am told, above eight hundrg.; 
a Year, and who occupies the three- wheel Drill. 
ploughs; when he wants to hire Ploughmen, e 
comes into Heriforaſhire for them, as knowing me 
have as good, if not better, than any other Com. 
ty has, becauſe here they ſow their Corn in Broad. 
lands, and in Bout-lands, for Hertfordſbire ; 
chiefly a Corn Country : Not but that there ar 
many bad in it, as well as good ones; for, as com. 
mon as this Art is, ſome can never attain to be 
Maſters of it: Nay, I believe I may affirm it v 
be Truth, that there is hardly one in ſeven, o 
ten, that is a right Workman. In the Pari. 
where I live, there was a ſmall Farmer, who had 
been brought up from his Cradle to the Huſbandr: - 
Buſineſs, that could ſeldom ever hold the tuo. 
wheel Plough, ſo as to plow a ſtraight Tho 
rough or Furrow : And 1t 1s certain, that he, that 
cannot, muſt miſs Plowing ſome of the Gfound, 
which is what we call Baulking it; and then tie 
Weeds grow up, and the Crop, in ſome Part d 
it, ſuffers, as it commonly happened in this Far 
mer's Land, which he had rented near fifty Year, 
but never, it is thought, plowed it clean, It ws 
in the Year 1740, that I ſent my Son and Team 
to plow one of this Farmer's incloſed Fields, df 
three Acres; and, though he had dunged but one 
Acre of it, yet, by the Judgment of the Neigh- | 
bours, he had the beſt Crop of Wheat that eve! 
he had in his Life; becauſe (humanly ſpeaking) 
my Son, whom I brought up from his Infancy © 
the Plough, and is now deemed one of the bel 
Workmen our Country affords, plowed his Ground 
the laſt Time thoroughly well, went to the. Bot 
tom of the Roots of Weeds, turned up freſh 


| Mould, that had not been expoſed to the 8 1 
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Air for many Tears before, laid the Thoroughs 


even, and covered the Wheat - ſeed every where; 
o that the Stitches, or two- bout Lands, made by 
the two-wheel Plough, appeared in a moſt regular 
Form, not too big nor too little, nor too high nor 
to low. But the Punctilio, that the Hertfordſhire 
ploughman ſtands moſt on, is his Ability in drawing 
out a firſt ſingle Thorough, as ſtraight, almoſt, 
ax if a Line was laid for his Guide; and this for 
ſixty, or more Poles in Length, only by the Help 
of a Mark. in 'a level Piece of Ground; which 1s 
commonly a Piece of white Paper ſtuck in a ſlit 
Stick, or a Piece of Fern, or Bough, for direct- 
ing his Eye to the Land's End, where the Stick 
ſtands erect. But where Land lies uneven, and he 
cannot well ſee the Mark to the End of ſuch a 
long Shot, he then erects two or three ſuch Marks 
for this Purpoſe, in order to his making ſtraight 
Work afterwards z for on the drawing out ſuch 
his firſt Thorough the reſt of the Broad-Jland, or 
Stitch, true Work very much depends. But, to 
further illuſtrate the Value of a good Ploughman, I 
ſhall proceed as follows. 7 | : 

How a Ploughman is eſteemed about Cheſham in 
Buckinghamſhire, — Hence it is, that a good 
Ploughman is in ſuch Eſteem, that about Cheſham 
in Buckinghamſhire (a great Market-Town, lying 
twenty-five Miles diſtant from London) the beſt 
Sort of them has ten or twelve Pounds a Tear; 
becauſe this incloſed. Part of the Country, for the 
molt Part, conſiſts of a reddiſh Clay, mixed here 
and there with ſome large Stones, which renders 
this heavy, ſtiff, ſtony Ground very difficult to a 
Ploughman, for his making good Work; inſomuch 
that, if a Plowman is not very acute in ſetting his 
Geers, or Tackling, and raiſing and lowering his 
Stare-point, in a moſt ſhort Space of Time, and 
an guide his Plough ſtraight, he is not fit to hold 

EB _ Plough 
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Plough in this Soil, in theſe Parts. And as Ian 
now on the Subject of Plow 


ing in this Count, 1 


in h 
mar 
of : 


great Yeoman, 


ſhall publiſh the Conduct of a 
and acquire | 


Farmer, who very 


lately lived here, 


he v 
Whic 


a conſiderable Eſtate by his cloſe Mar | 
reſpect to his Ploughman : It un 


Living, with 


How a 2 roman, lately living near Cheſham, oy 
his Land, bettt 


conſiderable Eſtate by the manag 


ve. 
lou 
he 
man 
to h 


than moſt of bis Neighbours, and of his Uſage 1. 


them 


wards his Ploughman,— This Perſon was well knom 
to all in theſe Parts, to be a moſt diligent, ſkilful 
Huſbandman ; and ſo eager was he in this Buſineſ, 
that he followed it up beyond moſt of his Neigh ] 
bours, particularly with Regard to his Ploughmar, 
for his Way commonly was, to get two Teams 
Horſes ready for working one Plough in one Dy 
by one and the ſame Ploughman, Accordingly, the 
Maſter obliged him to riſe every Morning ſo eath 
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as to eat his Breakfaſt by ſix o' Clock, and to ft 
out at that Hour with his Horſes and Driver, to 
work till twelve o' Clock; and then the firſt Ten 
was ſent Home, and another came into the Field 
in its Room, that worked till ſix o'Clock, In the 
mean While, the Plowman and Driver eat a rut? 
ning Dinner, with little or no Loſs of Time, ! 
order to enjoy the better Supper. . But this long 
Service would not take with every Ploughman, be- 
cauſe it is beyond the Cuſtom of the Count), 
which enjoins the Ploughman to go only egit 
Hours. However, notwithſtanding this, he cat- 
ried on the ſame Work Year after Year ; and thit 
he might do it with the greater Satisfaction, he 
conſtantly hired young Ploughmen, making a Bat 
gain with them at the ſame Time, for their cot 
attending the Plough in, the Field, as long ® 

have mentioned; for he was ſenſible, an old Work 
man was likely to diſpute his Orders, and * 
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Curious Cafes relating is Wheats. I 
in his Work to his Prejudice. In ſhort, this Yeo- 
man having a very large Farm of his own, Maſter 
of a good Judgment, and Money at Command, 
he wanted neither Manure, nor good Work done; 
which ſo increaſed his Fortune, that he lately died 
very rich Man. From all which Diſcourſe of a 
Plough-man, it is my Intention to make known 
tte Difference between a good and bad Work- 
man ; becauſe ſeveral Gentlemen have wrote to me, 
o help them to a Plough-man ; but when I let 
them know, that ſuch a one, of my Recommenda- 
tion, is worth eight or ten Pounds a Year, they 
ſeem ſurpriſed, as thinking it an Impoſition, con- 
fidering how much cheaper they can have one in 
Wihcir own Country: Whereas, if they were truly 
ſenſible of the Merit of ſuch a true Workin: [ 
am perſuaded, they would rather give him that 


cam, than five or fix Pounds a Year to a worſe. 
1 But what would the Conſequence be, if I ſhould 
p end them one of this latter Sort? Why, it is ten 


to one odds, but the Gentleman, or Farmer, finds 
im a diſagreeable, unprofitable Bungler, and then 
rands me with an infamous Character for my Pains z 
Fithout conſidering, that the Penny ſaved, in ob- 
uning a good Plough-man, is the worſt Money 
e can fave in all the Expence of Farming. There- 
W's, if any Gentleman thinks fit to ſend to me for 
ls, or any other Man-Servant neceſſary in any of 
Branches of Farming, I will uſe my beſt En- 
Kavours to ſerve him, at any Time of the 
Lear; for, in our Parts, it ſeldom happens but 
ne or other is out of Employ, and would willingly 
ter into a good Service; and they may depend on 
, they ſhall have the genuine Character of him, 


of bl have it from where he laſt lived: And if I can 
xs | End ſuch a one, as I did to a Gentleman in Oclo- 
ok 5 1742, I deſire to ſend no better, for Ho- 
7 Wy, Diligence, and Skill in Farming Affairs. 
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18 Curious Caſes relating to Wheats, 
Hod to ſow Wheat-Seed in the Broad-land My 

to the greateſt Advantage, — If you are to M roa 
'Wheat-Seed fo late as in this Month; as mam d Tim 
either after a Crop of Turneps are drawn, or Hor. 
en off, or after a Crop of Cole or Rapes are pull leave 
or eaten off, or on one Plowing after a Crop oft ; 2 
Barley, Oats, Peaſe, or Beans are got off, or a Crou 
a Crop of Clover is mowed or eaten off, &. te f 
the Mode of ſowing Wheat-Seed ſhould be a mers 
ed from what was practiſed in the preceding do nc 

Months of September and October. And this, mari only 

_ eſpecially, when your Earth is in a thorongh, fin; WM tion! 
.tilth Condition. Then, I ſay, you ought not vo Prod! 

harrow the Ground after the laſt Plowing, befor WAY for i 
the Wheat-Seed is ſown, as uſual ; for if you do, WF more 
and then ſow and harrow in your Wheat-Sced, de tc 
will lie ſo ſhallow, as to be very much expoſed uon m 
the Beak of Field-Fowls, who will be more tu on th 
ordinary voracious at this Time of Year, and ami Read 
off, perhaps, the greateſt Part of the Seed, and iu houl 
where will the Tenant find a Pay- rent Cropat Hu- both 
veſt ; and this, becauſe moſt People have de calicr 

ſowing their Wheat. And if I ſhould ſay, mol zi: tn 
Wheat, in this Month, is in its green Blade, I fou Broad 
not enlarge: Therefore, as there is now little Folly good 
left in Fields for Rooks, Crows, and other Bid proce 
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1 they will certainly become hard Labourers for filing ny bons 
3 their Craws with ſuch latter fown Wheat- Se. requir 
W On this Account, then, it is, that Wheat ad, t 
KW ſhould be ſown on the rough Broad-land, as tht of 
* Plough left it, and then harrowed in; for, vi Kt 
2 this Means, it will be much more ſecurely cove of Ee 
| from Fowls, than if the Ground was firſt barer ©*p-ct 
| ed and then the Seed ſown and harrowed in. theref 
poor Ground, more Sced ſhould be ſown than ou fort, 


rich; becauſe rich Ground will cauſe moſt, or 3 way 
the Seed, to grow, and very much branch, W l f 
poor Ground will cauſe ſome of it to die, and lite 3 
to gather and branch. And remember, - , ing an 
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Rroad-lands, eſpecially, ſhould be Town in a dry 
y 4 Time, becauſe, if they are ſown in a wet one, the 
e Horſes Feet, by preſſing down the Ground, will 
ue leave ſuch a Hollow, as to let the Water ſtand in 
od; and then the Seed, ſown in the ſame Spot of 
a Ground, will very likely rot. Theſe Precautions 
are ſo neceſſary for warning Gentlemen and Far- 
l ners againſt ſuch wrong Managements, that, if 1 
«dino co not write them, I think I ſhall do Injuſtice, not 
mor only to the Tenant and Landlord, but to the Na- 
fine WA tion in general; becauſe all are concerned in the 
ot oi Produce of plentiful Crops of Corn: However, 
for for inculcating the Memento of this Knowledge 
more emphatically, I may, perhaps, give a Han- 
ide to ſome ſneering Critic, to make Obſervations 
du on my being guilty of Tautology, by writing twice 
than on the ſame Subject; but this, I hope, the candid 
ar Reader will not grudge me the Liberty of, if it 
tin 120uld be ſo; ſince, as it is intended to promote 
both a private and public Good, it may be the 
done BY aer diſpenſed with from a Farmer; for there 
mol e two Reaſons for writing more on the Subject of 
du Bwad-land Plowing, and Sowing : One is to make 
al good ſome Omiſſions that happened in the two 
irc By proceding Months; the ſecond is to give Direc- 
ling BN ons according to the Seaſon of the Month, that 
ced, requires different Management from the former 
del 4nd, therefore, I ſhall proceed, -. - ; 
the Of ſowing what is called Sugar-Plum Land 
% beat. — To define the Nature of this Sort 
ered BY of Earth is what my Reader, I ſuppoſe, eagerly 


expects, from the Gddneſs of its Character; and 
therefore J have to tell him, that this is a thin, 


nu bort, chalky Surface, which commonly lies on a 
ral urlock or Rag-ſtone ; that is to ſay, a whitiſh, 
hen WY brd Subſtance, between a Chalk and a Stone, 
1 Viich is of a moſt hungry Nature, readily receiy- 
4 ug and conſuming the Aſſiſtance of any Manure, 


92 | by 


26: dns Coſt relating hen,. 
by letting the Juices, or Waſh, eaſily run ing) 


and through its many Joints, an iſh 
Of ASS, there — great ma on A Keys =_ 
| Bedfordſhire, Buckinghamſhire, Hampſhire With „ 
5 Dorſetſhire, and in other Parts of England | rn ary 
me, there is a poor Sort of this Sugar- Plan * an 
as they call it, lying in the open common on my 
under Dunſiable Downs, ſo poor, that the Tera = 
are obliged to let great Quantities of it lie — * 
Tears together fallow or idle; in which 8 ec 2 
Time, it throws up a little natural Grab, ti 17 
ſerves as Picking to their Folding Sheep and thi : 
in order for it to get a freſh Heartineſs which, WA 4 
with good Plowing afterwards, a rich Drefling Jan 
and a favourable wettiſh Summer, ſometimes — 8 
turns plentiful Crops of Wheat, ſhe Barley or Oaty, a 
or Thetches, or Tills. But, previous to a Wheat — 
or Barley Crop (for they do not dreſs for any d = 
the reſt) they lay on rotten Dung, or Fold, & for 
dreſs with Rags of woollen Cloth, or Soot, . = 
which, as I have given a particular Account of S 
in laſt Month, I ſhall deſiſt from enlarging 0 92 
them in this, and only ſay, that they ſtand the 0 
better Chance of obtaining good Crops of Gran, X 
when they do not ſow their Seed too foon too d * 
nor in too fine a Tilth. If they ſow 00 ſoon, an 00 
in too fine a Tilth, the Poppy, a deſtructive Weed, or 
is very apt to grow next Summer, and cripple thei and 
Crop; if too dry, the Wheat is liable to lie hor ed 
low, and give the Froſts Room to enter, and de Lan 
mage the Roots of it. Therefore, this Ground, the! 
if in good Heart, is beſt ſown Jatiſh, and in a vel 
tle Time after a great Shower of Rain has fell oc iS 
it, that the Thoroughs may be turned by the Foot and 
plough, ſomewhat heavy on the Sced, with te red, 
chopped woollen Rags, firſt ſown over the Ground, Buc 


for the Purpoſe of becoming a durable, wart, $07] 
moiſt Dreſſing to the Wheat, which Comment. int 
| 5 | : 0 


Curious Caſes relating to Wheats. 1 
the pirky Sort, as beſt agreeing with this poor 
Gil; for the Lammas and bearded Wheats are 


bot fit to be ſown here, - becauſe it is too poor, too 
dry, and too looſe a Soil for ſuch heavy large Straw 
ear and eared Wheat. But nothing exceeds the Fold 


in this Earth, and eſpecially if it is made Uſe of af- 

ter the Wheat is ſown ; for then the Sheep tread it 

nts in, and ſo faſten it, as to cauſe the Crop in its 
full Growth to ftand firm, when others fall to great 


Loſs, that did not enjoy this beneficial Aſſiſtance. 


hat Sowing Wheat in white Clays, and in chalky Loams, 
thi &.— There is a great Difference between. Sugar- 
ch plum Chalk, and a Clay Chalk; for one is in a 
ng, creat Degree the Reverſe of the other. The firſt 1s 
ſe generally ſown with a pirky Wheat, the laſt with 
ats, ether pirky or Lammas Wheat, under the Prepa- 
tat tation of the Fold or rotten Horſe-Dung, or after- 
of wards, with Malt-duſt, Oil-cake Powder, or Soot; 


for Rags are not ſo proper here, becauſe they beſt 
agree with a ſhort, dry Chalk, or gravelly Soil. XK 
clayey Chalk requires to be ſown dry; for if Wheat- 
Seed was here to be ſown in a wettiſh Seaſon, and 


the plowed in, the Stiffneſs of this Earth would bind 
an, it in, and be apt to bury a great Deal, by not let- 
iry, ting the green Blade come through it; on this 
and Account, ſome Farmers ſow this Soil in two-bout 
cd, or other Ridge-lands, eſpecially where it lies low 
hel and moiſt, Where a gravel or reddiſh Clay is mix- 
- el with Chalk, they commonly ſow the yellow 


Linmas, as being a Wheat that thrives well in 


Ind, theſe Soils, Others ſow half Pirks and half 
l yellow Lammas, that grow and agree ve- 
| of ſy well together, both in the Field, in the Sack, 
” and at the Mill. In ſome Parts, there is only a 
- reddiſh Clay mixed with Chalk, as near Cheſſum in 
une, Buckinghamſhire, and then they call it a Maumy- 
any , that they ſow with Lammas or pirky Wheat, 
ly is intwo- bout Stitches, which often returns good Crops 


of 


. * 0 5 * * 7 - 
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. ; | wang a N | ex 
of Wheat and Horſe-beans, but is bad for Bar „ KL 
or Peaſe. In the Yale of Beaver, ii Darhbyſtin, Gt 
they have alſo, in Appearance, a red Clay mixe; or 
with Chalk, and a little gravelly z but this ue lui 
Clay is different from that of Cheſſum, for here they 
look on it to be ſo much of the marly Nature, x thi 
to be one of the richeſt Soils in the Kingdom ed 
England, and often returns moſt plentiful Crops of Cl 
Wheat, Barley, Beans or Peaſe ; for this is fo rik by 
a Earth, that it is fit for any Sort of Corn whatſo. for 
ever; and as it lies low and wettiſh,' they ar W 
forced to keep it always up in ridge Broad. land, del 
that they always plow one Way in their open com- he 
mon Fields, and never a-croſs. The richer an the 
drier the Soil, the later it may be ſown with b 
Wheat: But here I would be underſtood, that | ver 
do not lay that Streſs on the Fold where Wheat i or 
plowed in, or ſowed under Thorough, as I do when mo 
it is harrowed in; becauſe, in the former, the Co- tha 
ver of the Earth, in a great Meaſure, ſecures it Oa 
from falling down before, and when it is in is Clo 
full Growth: But in the latter Way, the Fold ot ” 
the Roll is abſolutely neceſſary to be made Uſed Tn 
for this Purpoſe to prevent it, 4 5 
Ho a Farmer ger the beſt Crop of Wheat, by ſow- xk 
ing the Seed in a chalky Soil in wet Weather, &c.— 0 
A Farmer, that was ſowing his Wheat-Seed in: fir 
chalky Soil in the Pariſh of Tvinghoe in Bucking- . 
Hamſbire, was overtaken with a haſty Shower of 2 
Rain: However, this Journey at Plowing and Sou. = 
ing, though a very wet one, was attended witl = 
greater Succeſs than the other Part of the fame = 
Field that was ſown in dry Weather, for Reaſons Wh 
I have before given. A great Farmer living « el 
Arſon, in this Pariſh, uſed to ſow moſt, or all, his 3 
white and loamy Ground, with Wheat in Broad * L 


lands, becauſe he ſowed a great Quantity of Clove!, 


and other Graſs-Seeds among it, that he ah 
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extreme well, and ſowed his Wheat-Seed thick, 
and thereby got vaſt Crops both of Grain and 
Graſs, which prevented the Growth of the Twitch 
or Couch-graſs, and all other Weeds; but, to il- 
juſtrate this Practice the more, I ſhall obſerve: 

How a Farmer got Crops of Clover, by harrowing 
the Seed in with Wheat.— This Practice has prov- 
ed ſo beneficial to a great Farmer, that he ſows 
Clover no other Way, alledging, he can be ſure 
by no other Means of getting Crops of Clover; 
for, if he ſows it in the Spring-time over his 
Wheat, the Froſts, Flies, or Slugs, are very apt to 
deſtroy it in its infant Growth: Therefore, when 


he harrows his Wheat-ſeed in Broad-lands, he at 


the ſame Time harrows in his Clover-ſeed ; and 
by thus ſowing it in laſt, or this Month, the Clo- 
| ver gets a ſtronger Root than that ſown. in March 
or April: Beſides, as Wheat is reaped and not 
mown, a greater Head of Clover may be left at 
that Time, than ought to be among Barley or 
Oats that are mown. It likewiſe happens, that 
Clover, by ſuch an early Sowing, will get ſo tall 
and thick a Head, as to ſhade the Roots of Wheat, 
forward its Growth, and kill all Weeds. OP 
A curious Caſe, proving how a Farmer loſt great 
Part of his Wheat-crop by his Ignorance and Cove- 
touſneſs— A Farmer, near Chaffon in Buckinghams 
fire, in the wettiſh Harveſt of 1740, neglecting to 
get in his Wheat while a fair Opportunity offered, 
it was catclied in the Rain, which cauſed many 
Kernels in the Ears to ſpire, more or leſs; fo that, 
when he had got it into his Barn, the Sheaves 
were very damp, inſomuch that the Corn heated, 
and proved to be mow-burned : However, as 
Wheat ſold then at a high Price, he was loath to 
ſell his bad Sort to buy good ; and therefore, af- 
ter preparing it in his Way, he ſowed many Acres 
of this Wheat, and it came up; but, with ſuch a 
ſlender 
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24 Curious Cafes relating to Wheat. 
ſlender Blade, as might indicate, to a ſagacious Fu. 
mer, it would be a poor Crop; and accordingly, i 
happened to be a poor one indeed, for, by the fol. 
lowing Spring, very much of it died away; he. 
| cauſe, though the Seed grew in the Ground, after 
it had ſpired before in the Field at Harveſt-time 
yet, by ſuch Spiring, it loſt ſo much of the vin 
Property of its Roots; and therefore, when it 
ſtood 1n Need of all its priſtine original Strength, 
then there was only left Part of it, that cauſed the 
weakeſt Roots, or thoſe that had ſo ſpent them. 
ſelves by twice Spiring, as to die away. Now thi 
Miſtake was glaringly apparent, by ſome When. 
Seed, that a Neighbour of this Farmer adviſe 
him to buy at Market, and ſow it about the Be., 
ginning of this Month; which proved fo good 1 
Crop, as made him ſay, he would never more ſoy 
Wheat-Seed that had firſt ſpired, or was mov- 
burned ; for, indeed, if Wheat was got into the 
Barn without Spiring in the Field, and afterward 
mow-burned, it ſpoils it for Sowing, as I am gv- 
ing further to prove by what follows. 13 
Horb to know good from bad Wheat-Seed, in Ordr 
to make Choice of a right for Sowing.— As I ſaid al 
Wheat Sced that is mow-burned, ſo I add here, if 
any Wheat-Seed is artificially dried. by Fire, its 
very liable to miſs in its Growth, or, at leaſt, to 
produce a poor dwindling Crop. Yet, as there 183 
great Deal brought to Market that has been un- 
der theſe two Caſes, it concerns the Buyer to make 
a narrow Inſpection, and refuſe all ſuch Wheat for 
Seed. If Wheat has been fairly dried in the Sun, 
it will bite dry and ſhort ; but, if dried by the Fir, 
it will bite dry and tough, be ſhrivelled, have a dif 
agreeable Smell, and a deep browniſh Colour, for 
all artificial Heat, in any great Degree, is an Ene- 
my to this Grain; becauſe, in ſome Meaſure, it 


draws forth the vital radical Vertue of the Seed. If 
„ | What: 
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Vheat-Seed has ſpired, it will be blackiſh at the 

re. E ll. 
fol. A particular Caſe, ſhewing how a Yeoman loſt al- 
\ be % 4 bis oP of Wheat, by ſowing- Grandfire 
after eat. Seed. — There was an incloſed Field, whoſe 
ime, Soil was a ſtiff Loam, that was ſowed with Wheat- 
vin Seed, under a good Dreſſing and Plowing, which 
n it WM returned this Yeoman twenty Shocks off each 
oth Acre: But, three Years afterwards, the ſame 
| the Perſon ſowed the ſame Field with Grandſire, or 
em. three Years old Wheat-Seed; which proved fo 
thy BAY defective, that, at the next Harveſt, he reaped no 
eat- more than four Shocks and a Half in the whole 
ied Field, that contained eight Acres, inſtead of eight- 
Be. ore Shocks, or more, which he ought to have 
d a had, if he had ſown a right good Seed, Thus, 
ſoy this ignorant Man, through his Obſtinacy and Co- 
ow- vctoulneſs, in ſparing to buy ſound Seed, became, 
the not only an Enemy to himſelf, but alſo to the Na- 
rds tion in general; as there was a, conſiderable Quan- * 
g0- tity of Wheat loſt, or not produced, which would 

dave been, had he acted the rational Part of a good 
Ar Huſbandman; but this Grandſire Wheat was too 
all old by two Years, as I ſhall further illuſtrate, 
11 How an Experiment was tried, by ſowing one Year 
tis ed Wheat-Seed,— This was tried in Ground a lit- 
to tle below Dunſtable Wharton, in Bedfordſhire, to 
Is 2 pve how Wheat-Seed, of one Year old, would 
un- lucceed, In order to which, the Farmer never 
ke brined it, nor limed it, but ſowed it naked, and 


there was a fine plentiful Crop, free of all Manner 
of Smut or Pepper-Wheat ; becauſe thoſe light un- 
derline Kernels, that cauſe ſmutty Wheat, were 
lo decayed, by keeping them ſomething above one 
Lear, that the vital Part of them was decayed, 


much in the ſame Manner. And ſuch Dependence 
have ſeveral Farmers had on the Benefit of ſowing 
one or two Year old Wheat, that I have known 

| them 


and did not grow, and ſo the Seed of Weeds fared 
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36 Curious Caſes relating to Wheat 
them ſow it naked, without fearing a ſmutty Ne 
turn: However, if ſuch Seed was firſt put int 
Tub of Brine, or only clear Water, but one Hou, 
to ſkim of all the lighteſt Kernels and then to fins 
the reſt, it would be a much ſurer and ſafer Wy, 
Old Wheat-Seed,, of one or two Years, taks ; 
| firmer Root than the new, though it is longe 
tO RT» „ 
A Caſe, proving how a Farmer loſt the grutf 
Part of his Crop of Wheat, by the old Way uf pr: 
paring Wheat-Seed by Brining.— A Farmer, in or 
Part of Hertfordſhire, ſteeped his Wheat. Seed 
Day and a Night in Brine, but did not lime i, 
| becauſe the Weather was diſcobraging for ſowing 
it; and thus it continued, whieh occaſioned it ty 
le a Fortnight in this Condition on the Ground 
without Lime; for, if he had limed it, the Com 
would have ſprouted the ſooner, by its heating the 
Liquor in the Kernels Bodies: However, tlie Se 
ſprouted before the Fortnight's End, and in that 
Condition the Farmer ſowed it, but had a mot 
or Return of Wheat the next Harveſt, for fe 
of the Kernels grew. In this Caſe, J muſt om, 
the Farmer is not much to be blamed, becauſe tis 
Misfortune was occaſioned more by Accident, than 
any Miſtake ; and to ſhew that he was not of the 
ignorant Sort of Farmers. At the next Spring- 
| Seaſon, after ſowing this Wheat-Seed, he harrov- 
ed Barley-Seed on his Wheat-Stitches, which took 
ſo well, that all Harveſt he had a very good Crop; 
much better than the Farmer I am going to wit 
of (for his Wheat was killed by the great Fro 
in 1740, on the Ridges of his Land, and therefore 
Prey 
Another Caſe, proving how a - Farmer If bi 
F/heat-Crop, by the ill Management ef his Wheat 
Seed. — A Farmer, according to the too common 
Way, ſhot his Wheat-Secd on the Ground; and 


after he had ſufficiently wetted it with Piſs out ol 
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Curious Cafes relating ta Wheats. 27 
the Chamber-pot, he limed it; but, before he could 
ow it, the Rains fell, and obliged him to ſpread 
it thin on a Floor, where, after it had lain four or 
five Days, the Skin of the Wheat-Seed began to 
peel, and the Corn to {prout : However, the Far- 
mer ſowed it as it was, and had a very poor Crop 
in Return; yet not ſo poor a one, as the Farmer 
I am about giving an Account of. . 

A. third Caſe, ſbewing baw a Farmer, by Pi- 
brining his Wheat-Seed, loſs bis Crop by it — Ano- 
ther Farmer, being diſappointed in ſowing his Piſs- 
limed Wheat, kept it in a Sack three or four Days 
together, which cauſed it to heat, ſkin, and Spire, 
to that Degree, that, tho? he ſowed it, none grew. 
Whereas, had this Seed been wetted with Brine, 
inſtead of Piſs, it would not have cauſed the Skin 
of the Kernels to begin Peelipg, nor the Corns to 
ſprout in ſo little a Time; but the Farmer, in 
this Caſe, was guilty of two Miſtakes z one was, in 
making Uſe of Piſs, and the other, in letting his 
Seed lie confined in a Sack, which became the 
moſt ready Way to breed a Hear in the Seed, and 
cauſe the Piſs to ferment, and eat the Skin of the 
Wheat; but ſo obſtinately ignorant are many Far- 
mers, even at this Day, in our Parts, that I know 
leveral that uſe this Method of throwing only Piſs 
on the Seed the ſame Morning it is to be ſown, 
and then immediately work it up with powdered 
Lime; but, if a Diſappoiritment happens, then the 
Danger enſues, as J have mentioned, and very likely 
2 ſmutty Crop, if the Seed grows: More of this 
in the next Article of the double Plough. - 

How Wheat-Seed is ſown by the double Hertford- 
ſhire Plough to @ great Advantage. By the fore- 
Boing Caſes, it may plainly appear, Firſt, How 
prepared Wheat-Seed may be ſpoiled by the Fall 
of Rains in Sowing-time, to the Farmer's Pre- 
Judice, Secondly, It may be by the ignorant Ma- 

: 2; 


28 Curious Caſes relating to Wheat. 
nagement of the Wheat-ſeed, as I have beſor 
ſhewn. And 3d, By ſowing Wheat-ſced by th 
two Wheel ſingle Wheat-ſeed Plough in two Bout. 
Lands, or Stitches. To prevent theſe three Mi- 
fortunes, I ſhall here offer as many. Propefak 
Firſt, to prevent prepared Wheat-feed being ſpoiled 
by the Fall of Rains, ſo that it can't be ſown pr. 
ſently : Let ſuch Wheat-ſeed be directly throm 
on a Ground, or boarded Floor, as thin as poſſibt, 
and afterwards let it be turned with a Shovel, « 
_ otherwiſe, once every two Days; and then, no. 
withſtanding it has been brined and limed, it wil 
be defended from that great Misfortune of ſprout 
ing or ſpiring, two, three, or four Weeks together, 
The Rationality of what I here propoſe may be 
eaſily comprehended, when it is conſidered hoy 
the Maltſter ſtops the too free Spiring of his wetted 
Barley, which though it has been ſoaked ſeven 
twelve Hours, or Tides, in his Ciſtern of Water; 
yet, by its ſhallow lying in the Couch, or on tie 
Floor, and often turning it, he can either let it ſpit 
freely, or check it at Pleaſure. Thus ſuch Wheat 
ſeed may be preſerved ſound ſome Time for ſowing 
it, when fair Weather permits. Secondly, tit 
 Wheat-ſeed may be damaged or ſpoiled by the ig 
norant Management of the Farmer, thus: No Pi 
ought to be uſed in the Preparation of Wheat-{etl 
for ſowing, becauſe its glutinous Quality cauſes 18 
Salts to adhere and ſtick ſo faſt and cloſe to tix 
Kernel's Body, as to corrode and eat its Skin, b 
the endangering and ſpofling ſuch Wheat: fer 
_ eſpecially, if after it is ſo prepared, the Farmer 
obliged to keep it ſome Time before Sowing. 
this ſhould happen, lay ſuch Seed as thin as pot 
ble, as I ſaid, on a Floor, and turn it often: O, 
either waſh off the Lime, or ſcrub it dry off vit 
a Broom as well as you can, for the Lime forcs 
the ſalt Quality into the Wheat. Third), _ 
2.4 85 : a 
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| Curious Caſes relating fo Wheats. 29 
times happens, by Means of ſowing Wheat-ſeed 


with the two-wheel ſingle Wheat-ſeed Plough in 
Bout. two Bout-Lands, or Stitches, that a Shower of 
Mit. Rain falls in the Time of ſuch Sowing, and cauſes 
olal about two, or four Buſhels of Seed, to be damaged 


| or ſpoiled, When only one of theſe Ploughs is 
uſed in ſowing, the Sower ſows two Buſhels of 
Wheat-ſeed, while the Stitches are drawing out, 
and a Peck afterwards in the Bottom of the Tho- 
roughs or Furrows at the Henting up of the Stitch- 
es to finiſh them: But, as J ſaid, a Shower of Rain 


t wil may fall in the Interval of Time, and thus hinder 
rout: the Ploughman from being able, in a right Manner, 
ther, to ſhut or hent up, and compleat the Stitches, 
y be whereby the Seed is expoſed to the Beaks of Fowls, 


and to the Waſh of Rains; and the more ſo, when 
two ſingle Ploughs are engaged in this Work at one 
and the ſame Time, which may cauſe a double Da- 
mage. To prevent this, where Ground is lightiſh 


n the and proper for it, the two-wheel double Hertford- 
ſpir BY fire Plough may be made Uſe of to great Advan- 
heat- tage, becauſe this Plough makes a four Thorough- 
wing Stitch at one Bout, and finiſhes it as it goes, which 


is doing double Work at one and the ſame Time, 


eig: by only one Ploughman, one Driver, and one Sower; 
Pix BY hereby the Danger of having Seed ſpoiled, before 
-ſced the Stitches can be hented up, is here intirely pre- 
es is vented, The Deſcription of this Plough, and its 


Uſes, IT have ſhewn at Page 41, in the Month of 
September, and in others of my monthly Books; but 
not ſo fully but there is Room to give the follow- 
ng Account of ſowing Wheat for the Operation of 
this double Plough thus 
The Sowing Wheat-ſeed by this Inſtrument, as 
it ought to be done, lies very much upon the Dri- 
ver's Skill and Care, who, to make the double Row 
of Horſes go true, muſt whip on the Neck near 
the Collar, that they draw as wide from one ano- 
_— Oo 
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go Curious Caſes relating ia Wheats, 
ther as can well be allowed, in order to give tl 
Ploughman Room to look between, that RY 
make his Thoroughs lie even, Here the Soner 
may be ſaid to ſow all his Wheat-ſeed behind thy 
Plough ; that is, he ſows the plain Ground gen 
to the Graſs-Baulk before the Plough enters, tha 
returns with an empty Seed-cott, and begins after 
the Plough has entered, and ſows by the Guide of 
the firſt two Thoroughs. Then the Seedſmay 
while the Plough 1s finiſhing the firſt Stitch of 
Land, ſows the two firſt Thoroughs of the ſecond 
and ſo on; and it is thus that the Seedſman ſon 
half the Ground before the Ploughman begins t 
make a new Stitch. Here four Horſes do 10 
tread the Ground above half as much as they d 
when they draw a ſingle Plough in the ſame Work; 
which is a great Deal better for the Wheat; for in 
wettiſh Weather a conſiderable Part of the Wheat: 
ſeed ts buried by their Tread, and then the Water 
is very apt to ſtand in the Hollow of their Footing, 
and chill and ſpoil the Wheat. In ſhort, this dow 
ble Plough performs excellent Work in fandy: 
Loams, chalky Loams, dry intire Loams, and ſuch 
like Earths, in the Hands of a ſkilful Ploughman 
then it will diſpatch double Work in a Day, make 
narrower Thoroughs than the ſingle Plough can, 
keep up its Work better, and ſecures the What: 
ſeed as it is ſown againſt Weather and Fowls, to tit 
Farmer's very great Advantage: But where ang; 
norant Farmer (as I have known it ſeveral Tims 
done) pretends to manage this double Plough (that 
has a Crook in its Beam, according to the Cut 
it I have fix'd in my Chilturn and Vale Farm 
ing-Book.) In Clays, or in other ſtiff, or in ftonf 
| Grounds or in ridge Vale-Lands; he will find 
himſelf miſtaken in his Hopes of Profit by tt: 
and then Complaints are commonly raiſed again 
this valuable Plough, by ridiculing its Contriyane ; 
| | | „„ nn, 
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when, indeed, the Farmer's Ignorance is in the Fault, 


We 


for not adapting its Uſe to a right Soil. This dou- 


ble Plough has been made uſe of by a Gentleman 
every Year for ſeveral Years paſt, who lives in the 
Cbillurs or hilly Part of Buckinghamſhire, becauſe 
he finds his Account in its Operations; which it 
erforms with ſuch Exactneſs, that he comes by 
the beſt of Crops of Wheat with the Help of this 
and other Sorts of Ploughs.: Others, I ſay, that are 
firſt made uſe of in preparing the Ground for it, — 
in his incloſed Fields, whoſe Soils are gravelly or 
intire Loams, forty Acres of which were ſown, and 
finiſhed by this Plough, about the 22d Day of Oc- 
r 1742. oe . - 
How Wheat-ſeed is ſown by the three-wheel Drill- 
Phugh, — With this moſt excellent Pay-Rent 
Plough, now in uſe by common Farmers, Wheat is 
ſown from Michuelmas to Allbollantide out of its 
Hopper by a notch*d Drill-Box, that lets it gradu- 
ally out in a Thorough or Drill made by the Share- 
in a fine Earth, and afterwards managed to a very 
great Advantage; as I intend to ſhew in ſome of my 
future Works, how this Plough was invented to 
ave the Charge of Men's Labour, and the Loſs of 
the fallow Year, by ſowing Corn, Turneps, Cole, 
St, Foyne, Lucern, and many other Seeds in Rows 
at proper Diſtances, for giving Room to Horſe- 
breaks, or Hand-houghs, to work between, and lay- 
ng additional Nouriſhments to their Roots, killing 
Weeds and Inſects, and keeping the Ground al- 
ways in a Tilth Condition. | 5 
How Chilturn Farmers ſow their Turnep-Ground 
n this Month <with , heat-ſeed to the greateſt Advan- 
e. — There are two Sorts of Encouragements 
for Farmers to ſow as much Wheat-ſeed as they 


well can; one is, when Wheat ſells dear, or is ikely - 
fo ſell ſo next Year, and which is commonly at- 


tended with the greater Proſpect in War-time 
„ the 
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32 Curious Caſes relating to Wheats) | 
the other Reaſon is, on Account of the great Cheap 

_ ntfs of Wheat; for then, as the Seed ſtands the. 
Farmer in but little, he is prompted to ſow as much 
as he can, in Hopes of a riſing Market afterward, 

For this Purpoſe, he eats ſome of his Turneps of 
in this Month with Sheep or Bullocks: If with 
Sheep, ſome of our beſt Huſbandmen in Hertfwrl; 
ire take theſe following Methods, viz. in an in- 
cloſed Field they employ a double Fold, that is, one 
of twice the common Bigneſs; and where the Eartl 
is of the dry Sort, they keep them in it Night and 
Day for fatting them, and getting the Ground rex 
dy for ſowing it with Wheat, with all Expedition, 
Bur, in Caſe the Ground is wettiſh, then it is bel 
to give the Sheep a large Piece of Turneps ats 
Time, by running a Row of Hurdles a- croſs the 
Field, that they may feed at their full Liberty, ad 
fat the faſter, This Liberty, and frequent Shifting 
the Hurdles for giving them a freſh Bite, will make 
them feed the more greedily, and ſo keep them in 
Health : They ſhould have a Rack either of Hy 
or Pea-Straw ſtand conſtantly within their Reach, 
which at this Time of Year will be of great Ser- 
vice in preventing the Belly-ach, red or white Ma- 
ter, or Rot; Diſtempers often fatal to theſe Cres 
tures. And that ſuch a Rack may be made to tis 
ereateſt Advantage, ſome have had a Cover over it, 
Half of which is to heave up by Hinges at Pleaſure, 
to put in the Straw, and keep it dry in rainy Ses: 
ſons. But, where Turneps are fed by Store Sheep, 
it is common for Farmers to fold them in the uſual 
Manner, for Dreſſing the Land the better to nod 
riſh the next Wheat-Crop; and that ſuch a Wheat: 
Crop may be nouriſhed in the greater Perfection, i 
is generally practiſed to ſow ſuch Land Acre by 
Acre, that is, as ſoon as an Acre of Turneps Þ 
eaten off, to plow up the Ground, and ſow i 


with Wheat, either in Broad-lands, or m—_ 


we > * * K nn, N 83 . K r % __ TA 
* r 2 228 hy © l * I, * ty - 2 n 
YH EP een - ele . 
"+ 3 5 8 * ; og £ * F . 
. 1 — : i 
* 


diu Cafes relating in Wheat. 37 
iitches, as the Earth lies wet or dry. But more 
of this preſently, for this Article I ſhall conclude 
with obſerving, that, in this Month 1742, I, 


vards, as well as ſeveral others of our Hertfordſbire Far- 
ps of mers, plowed up Barley- Stubbles, and on one Plow- 
with I ing harrowed in Wheat - ſeed, becauſe our beſt 
ford Wheat fold in this Month at Hempſtead Market for 
n in» no more than three Shillings a Buſhel. Others did 
s, one the ſame by their Pea-Stubbles and Turnep- 
Kan WW Grounds, Sc. — TK: RS | 
t and IVheat growing without Sowing, — At Page 32, 
d re WW in the Month of September, I have there wrote how 
mn Wheat ſowed itſelf and became a very good 
$ 


Crop, in a ten Acre Field near Buſhy-Common, by 


dat /2tford in the Year 1739. But this is another Ac- 
{s tte count how Wheat grew without ſowing into a Crop 
;, anl WW thus: A Field in our Parts of the Country, wherein 
ifting grew a good Crop of Wheat in two-bout Stitches, 
make vas in this Month plowed again in two- bout Stitch. 
2M in es, in order to kill Weeds, ſweeten the Ground by 
Hay Winter-Fraſts, and prepare it in this Manner for 
each, lowing the ſame the following Spring with either 
Ser Beans, Peaſe, Barley, or Oats. But, the Farmer 
V. finding that the ſhed Kernels of the laſt Crop of 
Cres. Wheat grew, he let it take its Chance, and had a 
mY tolerable Crop the next Harveſt, when Wheat ſold 


for ſix Shillings a Buſnel. | 

aſure, How a Farmer changed his Wheat-ſeed, — His 
Way was about Michaelnas Time to buy his Wheat- 
nee, Wi feed at Market —, Which 1s reckoned 
then to ſell at the cheapeſt Rate. This gave the 
Farmer an Opportunity to enjoy a Change of Seed 
very Year, and keep his own Wheat longer againſt 

0, 1 BY 2 rifing Market. „ 


a 7 Several Caſes, ſhewing how Wheat-ſecd has been 
. it ſeum after a T urnep- Crop in this Month to great Suc- 


4%. — Where Crops oi the Dutch, white, flat, or 
other early Turneps have been drawn and ſold, or 
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ed off by Sheep or Bullocks, you map they will * 
this Month ſow the ſame Ground. with Wheat. bis 
ſeed: Accotdingly, many Farmers forecaſt T. 
order their Matters for this very Purpoſe; as hays 
ing by this Means an additional Crop to the When 
Crop. Where Turneps are pulled up, and ar- 
ried off the Ground, there muſt the more Dreſſing: 
or Manure be laid on, becauſe ſuch Drawing off x 
Turnep-Crop very much impoveriſhes the Earth: 
But, in Caſe the Turneps are eat off by Sheep con. 
ſtantly kept on them, then they will fave a great 
Deal of ſuch Expence, for Sheep-Dreſſing in this! 
Manner is reckoned at fifteen or twenty Shillings 
an Acre, if the Crop ſo fed be a full one; yet ſome 
Farmers are ſuch good Huſbands as to lay a Coat 
of Dung on beſides. In this Management, our 
common Way is to give ſuch Turnep-Ground on 
one, thin Plowing, and harrow in Wheat-ſeed, 
Others will plow twice, and ſow Wheat in two- 
bout Stitches : But he is the beſt Workman that 
. ſo, that the Wheat may have the greateſt 
enefit of the Sheep's Dung; but of this more az 
follows. EG, "i 4 ER 
Firſt Caſe. — A great Farmer near me having 
ſown a Field very late with Turnep-ſeed, there ap 
peared in this Month only Leaves, and no Root 
worth keeping longer ; he therefore, after he had 
eaten them off with his Sheep, ſowed his Wheat. 
ſeed all over the ſame Ground broad-caſt, and 
plowed. it in, leſt the Turneps ſhould grow again 
in the Spring-time, and ſpoil his Wheat. There. 
fore, to kill and ſmother the Turneps, he thus 
plowed his Wheat-ſeed in, inſtead of only harrow- 
ing it in, and it anſwered his Purpoſe ; which made 
him ſay, he ſometimes was at a great Deal of Pains 
to get a Crop of Turneps, and now it coſt him 
Study and Labour to deſtroy them. by 
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 Ourious Cafes relating to Wheats, 35 
pe Second Caſe. — A Farmer, who had ſown 
bis fallow Ground twice with Turnep-ſeed, the laſt 
Time, it took, though late; but the Roots proved 
ſo ſmall in this Month, that he thought them not 
worth ſtanding, and therefore fed them off with 
his Sheep, and now ſowed Wheat-feed broad · caſt 
all over the Field, and then plowed it in with the 
double Plough as thin as poſſible, and never har, 
rowed it afterwards 3 for this Plough in a right Soil 
is very proper for this Work, becauſe it makes moſt - 
narrow T horoughs in the thinneſt Manner poſſible, 
though both Shares are pecked. : - 
The Third Caſe, — Another of this Man's Fields 
being in the ſame Condition, he plowed and ſtrain- 
ed in his Wheat-ſeed, plowing it alſo thus Under- 
thorough, that the remaining Turneps ſhould not 
grow again; which they are very apt to do, not- 
vithſtanding the Top-Part is turned downwards by 
the Plough, Yet both theſe Ways were, in the 
Opinion of the next Farmer I am going to write 
of, wrong; and therefore his Management in the 


nep-Ground in Broad-lands, and harrowed it plain; 
tien he plowed and ſowed his Wheat-ſeed in two- 
bout Stitches ; for, by ſowing Wheat in this Man- 
ſer, the Turneps are beſt prevented from growing 
OE | 7 

How Wheat-ſeed was ſet, = The late Lord 
Ii———— is faid to have made Uſe of a ſquare 
Frame of Wood, in which was fixed a certain 
Number of Teeth for ſetting Wheat-Kernels in 
Rows at fix or eight Inches aſunder in a light Soil, 
br the Conveniency of houghing between the Rows 
vith very narrow Houghs in the following Spring- 
ume. Thus they did about Addon in their ſtiff, 
Grounds and three-bout Lands, where, in the 

great Froſt 1740, their Wheat was greatly cut off; 
Which to ſupply, they fixed iron wired Teeth in a 
5 | = | — | 7 long 


3 


like Caſe was as follows: He firſt plowed his Tur- 
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36 Curious Caſes relating i WII © 
long Stick, with which, at once, they made fied 
Holes, and put Wheat-Corns therein; and t 
well furniſhed the deficient or vacant Places, ati 
become in the Whole a good Crop at Harveſi; 
The Damage of ſowing Wheat-ſeed too late; = 
ſure not to ſow your Tilth-Ground with Wien 
ſeed later than in this Month till February; U 
_ ſome Farmers, who were ignorant of the fatal If 
fects attending ſuch late Management, "have lf 
their Crops of Wheat by it; becauſe, when What 
has been ſown in next Month, ſuch violent Froft 
have ſucceeded as to kill the Wheat upon the C 
as T have obſerved before; therefore, it is far betty 
(here there is a Neceſſity to ſow Wheat-ſeed) ty 
defer it till February, as I intend to ſhew preſent. 


in a more ample Manner. 
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| How Wheat-ſeed may be ſown naked, without ay: 
Preparation, to Advantage.— One of the moſt cel 
brated Ploughmen in Heri fordſbire, who was the 
Servant to a Nobleman, ſaid that, if it was a ve 
dry Sowing-time, he found it the beſt Way to for 

— his Wheat-ſeed dry and naked, without brining, 
liming, or doing any Thing to it; for that, if the 
Drought continued, it would lie fafe in the Ground: 
Whereas, if ſuch Wheat- ſeed was firſt brined, 0f 

' otherwiſe liquored, for ſome Hours together, and 
ſown, it would ſprout and quickly die for Want 
fufficient Moiſture to carry it forward. -- Upon 
this Article I could write a very material Account; 
a⁊n Account that has eſcaped the Pen of all Author 
whatſoever to this Day, notwithſtanding their great 
Learning, and my Illiterature, which, I frankly 
confeſs, ſubjects me to the Commiſſion of ſome 
Incoherencies and Blunders in my Writings. But 

I truſt the Relation of Facts, Ec, (which certainly 
is the ſureſt Way to further Improvements in Hu- 
bandry) will be ſo acceptable to my Readers, 3s t 
plead my Excuſe for the many Deficiencies I 7 
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4-1 may be chargeable with; which, as bad as they 
— os very Tkely help hereafter, as Part of a 
Foundation for a better Pen when 1 am no more, 
do entertain the World with polite and more fer- 
viceable Treatiſes on this moſt noble, moſt-profi- 
uble, and moſt pleaſant Science of Agriculture. 
But I muſt haſten to a Concluſion of this Chapter 
on Wheat. „ SIT 

Hmw a Farmer got a good Crop of Wheat by ſowing 
Wheat-ſeed, that had before ſprouted or ſpired, — 
Where Wheat-ſeed has ſprouted but a little, its 
Growth is hazardous; yet I am going to ſhew how 
ſuch Seed ſucceeded to the Produce of a plentiful 
Crop. A certain Farmer, who lives about a Mile 
diſtant from me, bigotted to his own Opinion, 
| ſoaked his Wheat-ſeed in only fair Water a Night 
anda Day; and, being hindered from ſowing it, 
did not lime it, but ſpread it thinly on a Floor. 
Now it happened, that his Wheat-ſeed ſprouted 
at three Days End, ſo that the Farmer's Son 
adviſed him. to give it the Hogs; but, not- 
. withſtanding the Son's Advice, his Father .ſowed 
it, and at Harveſt had a good Crop in Return; 
which leads me to obſerve, that his ſoaking the 
Seed, in fair Water, was to cauſe the underline 
Corns, and ſmutty and Pepper- Wheat Kernelꝭ, to 
ſwim at Top, as well as the Seeds of Weeds for 
their being taken off; and as this Seed was not 
mow-burned, and only juſt ſpired, it grew well in 
a moiſt Seaſon ; but, had he limed the Kernels as 
ſoon as liquored, it is ſuppoſed the Heat of the 
Lime muſt have forced the Seed to ſpire with the 
greater Vigour, contrary to another better Way of 
lating and liming, which gives ſuch a thick plaiſ- 
tered hard Coat ro Wheat-Kernels, as rather pre- 
vents than forwards the ſprouting Part of ſoaked 
Seed, But that ſuch ſoaked Wheat may grow into 
1 good Crop, though firſt ſprouted, is not to be 
vondered at, if it be conſidered, that e of 
W 3 Seeds 


33 : Curious Caſes relating is Wheat, 
Seeds is done on Purpoſe by ſeveral Gat . 
22 them * uw quick, and tae theo 
the ſurer; a Method fre uently pra Ctiſed un 
Carrot - ſeed, in order 3 * Wag 0 
Hazard of its tedious Growth, © 
How a Farmer is ſo troubled with Darnel, that by 
thinks it grows naturally without ſowing, 10 the preqt 
Damage of his Wheat-Crop. —A Farmer, who rents 
a ſandy, a gravelly, and a ſtony Clay Ground near 
great Barkbamſtead in Hertfordſhire, is fo troubled 
with that hurtful weedy Seed called Darnel, that 
he thinks it grows naturally; for, though he ſows 
clear Wheat⸗-ſeed, and that on a Graſs-Lay, ; yet he 
has Darnel among his Crop. This obliges him to 
ſoak his Wheat-ſeed in Liquor to ſkim off all he 
can; and ſome of the lighter Darnel-Corns wil 
ſwim, but the biggeſt are too heavy to riſe, This 
happens when he ſows his own Seed; and if he 
buys clear Seed, and ſows it, he has ſtill Darnel, 
which makes him deſpair of ever clearing his 
Ground of this horrid Seed, which the Wheat-Buy- 
ers abhor; becauſe it gives the Flour a dark Caſt, 
to the Leſſening of its Value, How careful then 
ought every Farmer to be in ſowing, always clear 
Seed, for; if they are remiſs in this important Ar- 
ticlez they may chance to give ſuch Darnel-ſeed 2 
Fee-ſimple Title, and make it an Inheritor of their 
Landlord's Eſtate for ever. | 315: oath} 
To ſow Wheat after Carraway-ſeeds. — About 
Colcbeſter, Ipfwich, and other Parts of Eſſex and Suf- 
folk, they ſow Carraway, Coriander, and Teaſel 
Seeds. When they ſow Carraway-ſeed on new 
broke up Ground, they plow the Turf in very 
thin, with a two-wheel Plough that has a Fin on 
its Share. Then immediately follows a Foot- 
Plough, with which they turn up a mouldy Co- 
vering on that. In ſhort, they ſow and harrow in 
Carraway- ſeeds in the Spring-time. Now after 


two, three, or four Vears, that they have au 
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relating to Wheat. 39 
er! Crops of theſe Seeds off, they plow up this 
rr by this Time has x # any, rich 
Bottom, by the Rotting of the firſt Turf, which now |. 
proves ſo freſh and hearty, that it will throw up a 
great W heat-Crop, if on one Plowing Wheat-Seed 
s harrowed in, in October, or at the Beginning of 
%%% AAT 1 

To ſow an Oat-Stubble with Wheat,— In ſome of 
the furthermoſt Parts of Eſſex, they ſow white Oats 
on their fallow Ground, for which Purpoſe they 
ding their Land extraordinary well. Then as ſoon 
is their Oats are mowed and carried off, they plow 
fch Oat Stubble twice in Broad-lands, and then 
plow and ſow their Wheat-Seed in two-bout Stitches, 
aledging it is better Dunging for Oats than Wheat, 
becauſe as they have here little other Sort of Dreſſing 
befides Dung, they ſhould be over-run with Weeds, 
| ifthey dunged and fowed Woheat-Seed on their fal- 
bw Land; and yet, for all this their Care, they are 
in ſome of theſe Parts over- run with that incurable 
pernicious Weed, Bodle, or as ſome call it, Gould, 
being nearly like a Marygold, and may, for aught 
| know, be a wild Sort of it, for it increaſes and 
uns ſomething like it, : 

Sowing Wheat in ſome Parts of Warwickſhire — 
This Country affords ſeveral Sorts of Soils. In ſome. 
Parts of it, there is a light Earth, that they ſow 
their Wheat in, and manage after this Manner : 
As ſoon as they have plowed their Ridge Land, they 
boy their Wheat-Seed on the rough Ground as the 
Fough left it, and then immediately drive four or 
ive Horſes a Breaſt over the fame to tread it in. 
When this is done, they directly draw the Harrows 
Orr all the Ridge Land, which finiſhes it 
Why Wheat does not ſucceed fo well that is ſown after 
Allbollantide, as before. Although I have wrote 
n this Month of fowing Wheat in ſeveral Shapes 
and Soils, becauſe it is done by many; yet _ 

| late 
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10 
late Sowing is ſo far from deſerving Conn 
that it rather deſerves Diſpraiſe: 
Times, there was hardly ſuch a Thing praflicd 
as ſowing Wheat after Albollantide; bur now ther 
are Thouſands of Acres fown even till the Beginnin 
of March. This Dong to my Memory what] 
heard concerning the : 


Days was baked on Purpoſe before-hand. to be given 


to the Ploughman, and others of the Farmer's Nr 


vants, provided they had done plowing and ſowing 
Wheat before Allhollanday ; and good Reaſon they 
had for it; for Wheat ſown in September, will ſome- 
times branch into four or ſix Blades or Stalks, when 
that, ſown in this and other Winter Months, will not 
only be in Danger of ſpoiling in its firſt Sprouting 
by the Frofts, but come up with only one of tuo 
Blades or Stalks; and, if ſuch latter ſown What 
happen to grow into the Proſpect of a good Crop, 
yet ſuch Wheat generally deceives the Buyer of it, 
becauſe it will not weigh ſo much as the former 
fown. | , 8 Pe. 
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CHAP. I. 
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Of Plowings preparatory for ſowing Lent 055 


of Grain, &c. in Chilturn Grounds. 


LOWTING a ſtiff Chilturn Soil, for ſowny 
P Peaſe in the ſame next Spring. — In this Month 
a Farmer was plowing two-bout Wheat-Lands into 
two-bout Lands again preparatory for ſowing them 
with Peaſe in February or March next, becauſe the 
Jaſt Lent Grain that grew here was Oats ; for it 
a received Maxim in our Parts of Hertford/bire, that 


if a Farmer ſows the ſame Ground with the * 
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00 FPlowings, Ge. 41 
Ian Grain twice in ſix Years, he will have a poor 
Return, This was a ſtiff loamy Earth, Some of 
the worſt Farmers give a Stubble only one Plow- 
ing at Sowing-Time, and plow or harrow in 
Peaſe, But this is coarſe Work. 

Awther Way of plowing for ſowing Peaſe in Fe- 
bruary, or March. In a gravelly Soil, where 
Wheat had grown in two Bout-lands, in this 
Month a Farmer bouted up the ſame ; that is, 
he plowed them into ſingle Bouts, and laid them 
up very ſharp for the Froſts to penetrate through 
them, and to lie fo till March; and then he will 
ether harrow the Bout a little levelling, and then 
by and ſow his Peaſe in two Bout-lands ; or elſe 
he will go one Thorough on a Bout, juſt for laying 
the Bouts level, and then harrow them a-crols. 
Next he will ſow and plow his Peaſe in Broad- 
lands, and harrow the Ground, as ſoon as he has 
done, to let them ſprout eaſily out. 

Hizw to plow and prepare two-bout Wheat-ſlitches 
fir ſowing Oats and Clover in the Spring Seaſon. — 
I this Month a Chilturn Farmer back-boured his 
Wheat-ſtitches that were compoſed of a gravelly 
Loam, in order to get this Earth fine and ſweet for 
ſoring therein Oats and Clover, for which Pur- 
pole he let the Land lie in this Poſture till the 
atter End of February; when he harrowed it croſs- 
as and then with the Two-wheel Fallow-Plough, 
tat he uſed before, he drew out his Thoroughs 
it nine Steps Diſtance, and plowed the Ground 
cos the laſt Plowing, and harrowed in his Oats 
nd Clover-ſeed. Now obſerve, that this is a 
ſhorter Way than Bouting up the Ground, for then 
ere would require another Plowing to thorough 
t down, before it can be harrowed. However, 
1815 certain, that all ſuch Land as this, that is 
2 be flown with Clover, or other artificial Graſs- 
eds, in the Spring among Oats, neceſſarily _ 

. fox 
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narge on in February, or March, hen J am to 
ite on Sowing Oats: And where I intend to give 
n Account how a Farmer may ſow Oats till he 
5 hardly any in Return ; and there, not only how 
o prevent this great Misfortune, but alſo how a 
Firmer may come by the beſt of Crops. off them, 
ok he does no more than is uſual to the Land 
they are ſown in 3 for, as common as this Grain 
js, it certainly deſerves our great Regard in obtain- 
Ins good Crops of it, and that in the higheſt Per- 
"— i, becauſe it is a Lent Corn, that will grow 
"rot only in almoſt all Sorts of poor European Sails, 
ut is fit for a hundred neceſſary Uſes, 
A fourth Way, ſhewing the Benefits of plowing 
und in this Month, preparatory for ſowing Oats in 
it at the Spring. — In the ſtiff Chilturn Soils about 
Chaffon in Bucks, they plow their two Bout-lands 
that were Wheat laſt time, thus : With the Wood- 
chip Wheel-plough, the Beginning of this Month, 
ticy go one Bout on a four Thorough-ſtitch, or 
too Bout-land, by which means they make a Ridge 
vere the laſt Thorough was, and leave the old 
Ridge almoſt whole. Next Time, about a Fort- 
ght or three Weeks before the laſt Plowing is to 
be done, the Ground is to be harrowed over- 
ivart, which pulls down the old Ridge, and 
Prepares it for the laſt Plowing. When they plow 
tiz Land a-croſs into Broad-lands, after it is 
arrowed once in a Place, they ſow their Oats, 
that they may net come in Rows, which they 
would do, if they were ſown on the rough 
Ground, as the Plough left it : Theſe they har- 
n in twice in a Place, and then ſow their Clover 
= Ray-graſs, or Clover, Ray-graſs, and Trey- 
8 altogether, and harrow them in, once in a 
ce. Thus they harrow their Ground here three 
49 in, all in a Place, at Sowing, and plow twice 
2 al, But, for the moſt Part, they ſow only 

| 6 2 Clover 
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bringing up Houſe-Lambs; between the Beginning 
of March and May-Day, when they fallow up the 
ſame Land for preparing it to receive Wheat-ſeed 
in OFober. Now this Management is done with 


lie but fix or eight Weeks at moſt, before they 


among Barley, for that then the Ground is in good 


_ wwith Oats and Clover in the Spring Seaſon, — Many 
to ſow Clover among Oats, on Purpoſe to employ 
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5 Plowings, Se,” ; 8 . 
Clover among their Oats, and no more of this 
than what will ſubſiſt their Suckling Ewes for 


a great deal of Diſcretion, becauſe, by ſowing Co- 
ver among Oats, the Ground is undreſſed, and þ. 
poor, as not to bring forward and maintain a lrg; 
Crop of artificial Graſs z and therefore they tet it 


plow it up; but, when they deſign a Clover Crop 
ſhould ſtand a Year or two, they commonly ſow i 


Heart for maintaining ſuch a Graſs Crop, with ut 
without any after auxiliary Helps of Drefling, 
This laſt Operation was performed in a loamy 
gravelly Soil. . 
A fifth Way, ſbewing the Benefits of Rig 
Ground in this Month, preparatory for fowing it 


Farmers, in our Chilturn incloſed Country, contrive 


and improve the ſame Ground the next fallow Sex 


ſon, which otherwiſe would lie idle. By this they Mowir 
enjoy their Land every Year, and yet improve it, ſold fo 
without breaking through the common Covenant A f 
in Leaſes, that the Tenant ſhan't croſs- crop; for, Loads 
though the Clover may be called a Crop, it mi The 
be alſo called a Dreſſing of the Ground, becaule 1 fed by 
good Crop of Clover ſo enriches it either fed 0 
mowed, that, in ſome Countries where J have ta, Total 
velled, it is under the Appellation of the Mother 0 5 
Corn; and, that Clover, or Ray-graſs, or Tel. Af 
foil, or altogether, may take ſurely, our Fam Fring. 
ers give their Wheat-ſtitches two or three Pon Particy 
ings. The firſt in laft, or af the Beginning of thi any 
Month, in a Shape of Plowing adequate * out: l; 


Nature: of the Soil 3 which is an excellent Piece of 
Forecaſt, or Huſbandry, if practiſed in ſtiffiſn 


Loams, as well to kill the Twitch, or Couch- 
graſs, as the Honeyſuckle, and other Weeds, and 
reduce the Earth into a fine Tilth for ſowing and 
| cauſing artificial Graſs- ſeeds to take the Ground, 
and flouriſh afterwards. And let me tell you, 
where ſuch Land is well planted with Clover-graſs, 
and the Clover ſuffered to ſtand for a mowing 
Crop till the latter End of May, and, if it proves 
2 full Crop, there may be expected as much Profit 
from it, as from a Crop of Wheat. A Proof of 


this, by many, was experienced in the Year 1742, 
which though the Summer was ſuch a dry one, as 


returned us at Gadde/den, and a thouſand other 
Places, not half a full Crop of natural Graſs, yet 
the Clover rallied, (as we call it) and, by Vertue 
of a good Shower of Rain or two, it got a covered 


Head, enough to ſhade its Roots, and grew into 


ſuch fine Crops, as paid many as well, or better 
than Wheat-Crops. An Example of this I ſhall 
here ſtate as follows, viz. | 


* 


A three Acre and a half incloſedY J. 5. 4. 


Field, at Gaddeſgen, yielded, at the firſt 


Mowing, ſeven Loads of Clover-Hay,C * 
_ - 30s. a Load out of the Field Y 
econd Mowing returned four } - _ 
Loads at the ſame Price — — 3 
The After-Meath Graſs, which was or 15 © 


fed by Cattle, was worth 10 f. per Acre 


Total Profit in the Summer, 1742 —— 18 05 0 


A fixth Way to plow Land to ſow Oats in the 
Heri. What I am going here to write 1s very 


particular, and not cuſtomarily done. A Farmer ſow- 


ed his Clover-ſeed among W heat that grew in two 
Bout-lands, and after the Clover had been fed one 


Year 
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a6 Flowing GG. 
Year (for here they could not mow it) on the 


ſecond Day of this Month, he plowed the Bout. * 
lands into Broad-lands, with five Horſes, at three 3 
times drawing the Wheel Fallow-pl thorough Wl © ch 
each Land; and in this Poſture it lay till Fa), bh 

when he harrowed in his Oats | 2 
_ The Method of plowing Thoroughs, preparatny Barler 

for the fowing Oats, and other Lent Grain —The 50 80 
Beginning of this Month plow the Thorough of ke be 
your Broad- land Barley- ſtubbles, for preparing the 5 M 

Ground againſt the next Plowing, in order to get © fi 

it into a fine Tilth for ſowing Oats or Peaſe in r. 1 
bruary or March next. What we call plowing 1 

Dphorougbs, is laying them open to ſweeten and Ed 
ſhatter by the Froſts. Some, by the Wheel-plough, 3 
do this Work at one Bout, others at two Bout: my 
The laſt Way is beſt, and is beſt performed by the on. 
Two- wheel Pea- ſeed-plough. In this Poſture the it the 

Land lies all the Winter, and, when the ſane e 
Ground is plowed up in February, or March, for in Val, 

ſowing or harrowing in Oats or Peaſe, then, vi ment 

the Two-wheel Fallow-plough, we turn the {ame | my R. 
Earth into the old Thoroughs again at 'twic, the H 
which with the narrow Pea-plough were laid up Work 
four times: Thus there will be a new Henting, or clear | 
Thorough in the Middle of each old Broad. And hew | 
The Benefit of opening Thoroughs, in this cyt Weed, 
is likewiſe to prevent any whole Ground being ie The 
unplowed ; which if neglected (as ſome idle we Honey 
bandmen do) then there will be ſome w m alowe, 
Ground remaining unbroke by the Plough, . our U 
conſequently, by irs Hardneſs and Sowernels, 96 of, wh 
breed and throw out Briars, or Honeyſucke . Truſſe 
other dangerous Weeds, to the choaking an bo tempts 

maging the Grain, But theſe Operations are 05 in gre; 

. ceſſary where Land is to be plowed only . ſhort 1 
Oats or Peaſe. Where the Turnriſe, or Turns Milk. 


3 wy Tho- 
plough is uſed, there is: no Occaſion to m— oghs 
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/ Plowings, Se. 47 
zoughs, for here there are none to open: Nor in 
| Vaeoridge Lange 88 
Him one of our beſt Farmers got great Crops of Oats. _ 
His incloſed Fields were moſt of them furniſhed 
with Honeyſuckle, which is a Weed the Farmer 
does all he can to prevent growing among his 
Grain, which it would ſurely do, if his Wheat or 
Barley-ſtubble had not two Plowings given them 
for Sowing in the ſame Ground Oats; and therefore 
he begins in laſt, or in this Month, early to plow 
his Wheat-ſtitches in ſingle Bouts, and lets it lie 
ſo till mid February, and then thoroughs down 
every Bout, harrows it plain, plows it overthwart 
into Broad-lands, and harrows in Oats the latter 
End of that Month, or in March; for where the 
| Honeyſuckle Weed is thick planted, as it is in 
many Fields about us, it would come up and over- 
come a great Part of the Crop of Oats or Peaſe, 
if they were ſown only on one Plowing of the 
Ground, As they ſeldom ſow Oats in Middleſex, or 
in Vales, I ſhall paſs over writing on their Manage- 
ment here; and only add, that, perhaps, ſome of 
my Readers will be ſurpriſed to find I write againſt 
the Honeyſuckle, that I have, in other Parts of my 
Works, recommended the Increaſe of. But, to 
Clear this ſeeming Contradiction, I am going to 
ſhew the Difference between the Honeyſuckle as a 

Weed, and the Honeyſuckle as a Graſs. 
The Difference between Honeyſuckle as a Weed, and 
Honeyſuckle as a Graſs. Honeyſuckle is certainly 
allowed to be one of the beſt Graſſes growing in 
our Upland Meadows; and is ſo much approved 
o, when a good Quantity of its Hay is ſeen in 
Truffes, fold at a London Market, that nothing 
tempts the Buyer more. In the Country alſo, it is 
n great Reputation, as being a moſt ſweet, hard, 
ſor t Hay, that produces abundance of Cream on 
Milk, as well as its Graſs ; fats Beaſt to Admira- 
tion, 
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the Honeyſuckle, either in Graſs or Hay, deſerre 


Sc. Yet I ſhall prove, that this Honeyſuckle. 
Bedi 


| the Wonder of my Readers, how the Honeyſuckle 


when the Ground is under a Wheat Crop, it is ' 
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from rotting in dangerous wet Seaſons. . In. ſhot, 


to be ranked among the beſt of Graſſes and Hun: | 
As the Lady Finger-graſs, the wild Thetch, 0e 
Twine-graſs, the Treyfoil, and Cinquefoil Sons, 


Graſs is pernicious on another Account: . 
is, when Honeyſuckle grows naturally wild, as it 
does more or leſs in moſt of our Cheltarn incloſed 
arable Fields, it then oftentimes proves a conlider- 
able Damage to the Farmer, by drawing out f 
much Nouriſhment from the Ground, as to impoye- 
riſh it, and leſſen the Growth of the Crop of Com, 
which it comes up amongſt, But it may more 


got ſo much Poſſeſſion of the Ground, as to be Hmy 
never out of it. To this I anſwer : That Honey: WM iy for 
ſuckle may be brought to grow in Ground two ſmeeten 
Ways; one, by ſowing over it Coal-aſhes, Soot, ſowing 
and ſuch like Manures, which is well known, in than on 
our Parts, to produce the Honeyſuckle-graſs or their ſt 
Weed, and this either in meadow or plowed Two-w 
Grounds. The other Way is done by ſowing the two Bc 
Seed of Honeyſuckle, on purpoſe to obtain a Crop Which n 

of it for feeding Cattle, and mowing it for Hay dituatio 
as Clover is done; and which is very often done, Waters, 
to very great Succeſs in plowed Land, where It ners fol 
ought to remain no more than one or two Years a ll March 
moſt; and even then the ſame Ground ſhould have it may 
the beſt of Plowings to deſtroy it: And therefore N and fo 
the weak-teamed Farmers are more liable to let Peaſe, e 
ſuch temporary Honeyſuckle get a-head, and remaln Bl general] 

a Maſter-weed ; for ſo it often does, notwithſtand- fre it! 
ing the ſeveral Plowings that are in one Year gen of this 
to the ſame Earth for ſowing Corn in the ſame dll Apr 
the two and three Horſe weak Farmer. 2 1 : fa 
Cate 


muc 


Of Plowings, Sc. 5 
ach minded, becauſe the ſeveral Plowings that 
re made preparatory for fining the Ground to fer- 
nliſe the Wheat-crop, and to kill and check the 
Growth of Weeds, prevent the Growth of the 
wild Honeyſuckle among the Wheat- crop. But, 
z many Farmers give the Earth but only one 
Plowing for Oats, Peaſe, or Beans, the Honey- 
{uckle then grows predominant, and rallies to the 
lercat Damage oftentimes of ſuch a Lent Crop: 
And this moſt of all in wet Years, in gravelly, 
lamy, and clayey Soils ; for Chalks and Sands are 
not troubled with it. Thus, in many of the in- 
doſed Fields of Hertfordſhire, the Honeyſuckle 
grows ſo thick, as if the Seed was ſown on Pur- 
ſe; and by this Means is ſometimes mown for 
Ho and for Seed. VV 
How to plow up Ground: in this Month, prepara- 
Win for ſowing it with blue Peaſe — Plowing, te 
ſyeeten and clean Ground againſt next Spring for 
owing it then with blue Peaſe, is to be done more 
than one Way, Our Farmers obſerve to manage 
their ſtiff Loams thus: In this Month, with their 
Tro-wheel Fallow-plough, they plow their Wheat 
two Bout-lands deep into two Bout- lands again 3 
Flich moves much of the Ground out of its former 
Situation, and lays it very high from the Power of 
Waters, and thus expoſes it one of the beſt Man- 
ters for the Air and Snow, to ſweeten againſt 
March or April: Then at the Beginning of March, 
it may be thoroughed down, harrowed, plowed, 
ad ſowed, in what Shape you think fit with blue 
Peaſe, either in March, or April; but the latter is 
bnerally made choice of in Hertfordſhire, becauſe 
7 it is commonly too cold to venture the Seed 
00 this tender blue Pea in any of our wet Loams 
Ul pril. There are other Ways to plow Ground, 
Fi laid, tor Sowing blue Peaſe, as when the 
"Ktſtitch is plowed into a Stitch again in this 
Month, 
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yo YO Plowing, &@, _ 
Month, as I have been writing; and alſo in 4 
to ſow the blue Peaſe in a two Bout-land or Stich, 
which certainly is a good Way in wet Thif $ 
Others will plow ſuch Wheat - ſtieches into fngk 
Bouts in this Month, and Jet them lie till nen 
Spring, for the ſame Purpoſe, =» 
. How a Reli bad three ſeurral Sorts of Rm 
performed in it, for Coming it with Hag-peaſe in the 
was compoſed of three feyeral Sorts of Ea; tht 
is to ſay, a gravelly Loam, a clayey Loam, ul 
an intire Loam. The gravelly Part, that had bn 
before ſown with Wheat in Broad-lands, che Fane 
in this Month plowed it into Broad-lands again, » 
lie, and get fweet and fine, in order 0 fow it wit 
Peaſe in the Spring: The clayey Lonm, that lf 
Time had been ſown with Wheat in two Bout: 
lands, he plowed alſo in this Month into tw 
Bout- lands again, to ſow it with Peaſe in the 
Spring- Time; and the other Part that was an int 
Loam, and had been before fown with Wheat, a 
the laſt was in two Bqut-lands, he plowed thin 
into ſingle Bouts, to lie ſo all the Winter, til tie 

Spring, for Sowing it with Hog peaſe, as I hope 
then to give an Account in what Manner it i; 0 
be done; ſo that here were three different Forms 
Plowing performed, previous to the Sowing of 
this Field with Peaſe in the following Spring 
Time ; which ſhews how neceſſary it is for Famen 
or others to know their Buſineſs, for Sowinga Pro- 
per Grain in a Soil, artfully made agrecable wt; 
but, where ſuch Knowledge is wanting, chen In- 
ſtructions are perfectly neceſſary, and to $0. 

them to a Neighbour puts a Perſon under à Nen 
Riſque of being impoſed on 4 as I am gong * 

cw, | | | \ CN 

' How Gentlemen may be impoſed on, that # i. 
Neighbours Fudgments and Information for c 5 
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de Farming Buſineſs. — This Article deſerves 
— —.— Treatiſe, for fully declaring the 
{yeral Caſes of thoſe who have ſuffered by leaning 
an the ary of others, for carrying on the 
duſmeſs of Farming: And yet it muſt be owned; 
that ſuch Men are in ſome Manner obliged to con- 
vie others, and be beholden to them for their 
Counſel in Queſtions they can't get a Solution to 
any other Way. However, it is great Odds, as 
the World now goes, if a Gentleman is not im- 
roſed on in the main, who is obliged to confult 
neighbouring Farmers on this Account; for the 
Farmer is naturally an Enemy to the Gentleman's 
holding a Farm in his own Hands, becauſe, if they 
mere encouraged in this, ſay they, How ſhall we 
come by Farms to occupy ? And, therefore, it is 
ny humble Opinion, where one Farmer-Adviſer 
proves true, there are three or four, I believe I 
may ſix or more, that act falſe in this Reſpect; 
But to prevent (as I have heard the Expreſſion _ 
made uſe of) this, ſays the Gentleman, I will treat 
tem into Honeſty, and oblige them to be my 
Friends this Way. No; this won't rightly do 
ſtill: For, as I ſaid, a Gentleman's Undertaking 
Farming naturally breeds Jealouſy and Envy in 
us neighbouring Farmers, and therefore it ought 
ot to be expected that they will always prove true 
in their Informations; and this, becauſe even their 
brother-Farmers will then be ſet againſt them; and 
eſpecially if they donꝰt enjoy the ſame Munificence 
8 they do. At this Rate, a Gentleman may ſpend 
more than the Income of ſuch a Farm, in Treating 
them tor their Counſel. . Again ; if a Perſon, who 
3 1gnorant in the Science of Agriculture, ſhould 
meet with a Knave for his Aſſiſtant, -I ſay, if he is 
Maſter but of a narrow Fortune, he may ſoon run 
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0 Bf out before he knows where he is, for I have 
bon ſuch an evil Counſellor do it deſignedly; 
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and, after he had obtained his Ends, he bragg off your ] 

| his ſubtle Wickedneſs to the Approbation of ohen t To 
On the contrary, where a Gentleman has a Deſign ary 
to take a Farm into his Hands for his Pro 75 
Health, or Pleaſure, or for all theſe Neaom; Land, 
Then, I ſay, ſuch a Perſon may carry on this brans, 
Buſineſs with Safety, by hiring a right, honeſt, WA for a 
well-qualified Ploughman, and others, whom E Profit 
may conſult from Time to Time; for none, t mers, 
ever fo great, ought to refuſe a Parley with u #1rs 
Servants, who engage themſelves in ſuch Hu. Stitch 
bandry Affairs. And thus, with the Help of A Mont 
theſe my Monthly Books, they may prevent 2nd t 
their being impoſed on by the Advice of i 7), 
Neighbours, and ſo avoid that Rock, againit WW Bout- 

| which many have ſhipwtecked their Fortunes; be- i i: f 
_ cauſe, by my ſeveral Years Travels on Purpoſt, Way 1 
and holding my own Farm, and the Glebe-Lad in the 
of the Pariſh that I rent in my own Hands, te and a 
former for near thirty Years together, I am en- break 
abled to write ſuch Caſes and Informations as may Ho 
be ſerviceable to all thoſe who undertake the Farm- to ſore 
ing Buſineſs both in Chilturn and Vale Countries, — 
ſd as to prevent their Suffering in a great Meaſure ſtubb 
by the deceitful Advice of thoſe that know de into! 
Management of Affairs better than they do. were 
How a Farmer plowed up a Clover-Lay for ſmiꝶ i ben 
Peaſe at Spring —— This Farmer having a Ly ot mal 
Clover, he plowed it in this Month into Broad. inge 
lands, and let it lie ſo till the Beginning of March, Place 
when he harrowed it, and ſowed Half his Hog: Wiſe 1 
peaſe under Thorough, and harrowed the other This; 
Half in with great Succeſs, 5 Mana 
How another plowed a Barley-ftubble for Pia, 4 
— Now plow your Barley-ſtubbles, that are bb 
the ſtiff ſort of Land, into Bouts, I mean ſingle le till 
Bouts; and let it lie in this Poſture till Mar% i Farr 
and {ov Rmai 


your 
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uur Peaſe then Half: under Thorough, and la 
x: Top, and harrow well. This has been done 


rich Se ER IRE I oe 
© 74 ſro Chilturn Incloſed Lands with Beans. 
Land, fit for Wheat, is commonly fit for Horſe- 
beans, and here they are often ſown on Purpoſe 
for a Change of Seed to the Ground, as well as fos. 
Profit otherwiſe. In this Caſe, we. Chilturn Far- 


mers, in Hertfordſhire, generally ſow theſe Beans in 


Firuary in two Bout-lands, thus: The Wheat 
Stitches, that now lie in two Bout- lands, are in this 
Month to be plowed into two Bout- lands again, 


x 2nd to remain in this Poſture, as I ſaid, till Febru- 
| ary, when Bean-ſeed is to be ſown in theſe two 


Bout-lands, which afterwards, or at the ſame Time 
it is ſown, is to be harrowed down; but the beſt 
Way is thus to:plow and prepare the Ground, and, 


"the Spring, to ſow Beans with the Drill-plough,, 


and afterwards to employ the profitable Horſe- 
break. = 


Hew to plow Ground in this Month, preparatory. 
| to ſowing it with Barley-ſeed, the following Spring. 


In this Month plow your Broad- land Wheat- 


ſtubble, that is between a ſtiff and a ſhort Earth, 


Into Broad-lands again, croſs the laſt Way they 
were plowed,” and let them lie ſo till Candlemas 


then they are to be bouted up: croſs-wiſe, and to 


remain ſo till the Beginning of March, when the 


lngle Bouts are to be harrowed a-croſs, twice in a. 


Pace; and laſtly, they are to be plowed croſs- 


viſe into Broad-lands for harrowing in Barley-ſeed. 


This will be a Hitch-crop, but remember that ſuch 
Management calls for Plenty of Manure. 


A ſecond Way. — Plow your Broad-land Wheat- 


ſtubble into ſingle Bouts in this Month, and let it 
le till the latter End of January; then, without any 


arrowing, thorough the Bouts down, and let them 


Xmain fo till the Beginning of March, when it is 
| N to 
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8 to be be plowed a- croſs into Broad - la nds for h. 
ing your Barley, and is an excellent Way to de. 
ſtroy all Sour, T 


Fr 
Wheat- ſtubbles up in September thus i They ir 
filled their Thoroughs in, and, as ſoon as thi uu 


and ler it lie ſo till this Month; when they 
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witch, or Couch-graſs, and otber 


Weeds, if the Winter prove 


Crops of Barley and Graſs-ſeeds 
among it. | 


hn 
laid long Dung over all the Field, andplowed it i 
fingle Bouts, in order to hollow and ſweeten the 


done, they plowed the Ground into Broad 


Ground; for, by the Spring, the Froſt will ven 


likely rot and mix it with the Earth to a great Ad- 


vantage. But laying Horſe- litter, or long Dung, 


on, now, is not very commonly practiſed in this 
Month. The general Way is to lay ſuch Dung in 
a Clamp, and get it rotted in that Poſture againſt 
the Spring, for plowing it in juſt before the Barley 


- mown. 


A fourth Way. —— A Gentleman having a 
Clover-field, which had laid ſown under this ar. 
tificial Graſs two Years, when the Clover was all 


| eaten off: At the Beginning of laſt Month, he 


plowed it into Broad-lands, for it was a gravely 


toamy Soil. In December, he harrowed all plan, 


after which he preſently dunged it all over. Then, 
the Beginning of January, it was plowed into 
fingle Bouts a-croſs the laſt Plowing, which after 
they were harrowed down in March, the Field was 
plowed and ſown with Barley; for, in our Chilum 
Country, we ſeldom ever make a. Tilth for Bar- 
ley, as they are forced to do in Vales, and in other 
heavy, low, wet Grounds, | 
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H r Farmers about Chaffon, in Bucks, ma- 
1 noge their Grounds for getting good Crops of 
Barky and Graſs on it, the following Year. — Here 
their Soil is a gravelly Loam, for the moſt Part, 
that lies incloſed, at about twenty-three Miles Di- 


ance from London, which encourages moſt of theſe 


Farmers to ſuckle Houſe-Lambs ; and the more, 
becauſe the carrying of their own and Neighbours, 
to make up a profitable Load of them to Smith- 


— 


| feld, gives them an Opportunity by the fame Re- 


turn to bring. down Soot, or Horn-Shavings, er 
Trotters, or Hair, or Glovers-Shavmgs, or Hooves, 
or Sprats, or Rabbit Dung, made by thoſe who 
keep the ſame Sort in Hutches, which many do in 
Lindon, and the adjacent Parts, to conſiderable Pro- 
it, J fay, theſe Farmers, by thoſe Means, ſow a 
peat deal of artificial Graſſes for their Suckling 


 Ewes, and for the moſt Part they ſow it among 


harley; and, for this Purpoſe, their Way is com- 
monly to ſow their Barley upon their Wheat Stub- 
be thus: As their Wheat is here ſown in Four- 
bout Lands, at Allbollantide, they plow four of 


| theſe Four-bout Lands into one Broad-land with 


tne Wood-chip Plough. Then, at Chriftmas-time, 
they harrow all the Ground plain, and make their 
firſt Stirree, by plowing the Earth into Broad- 
lands again, which they let lie in this Poſture till 
md March, when they harrow all even, and di- 
yay” {ow Half their Barley-ſecd, and plow it un- 
* Thorough croſs the laſt Plowing, Broad - land 
alhion. Next, they ſow the other Half of the Bar- 
ey- ſeed on the rough Ground as the Plough left it, 

kf 8 and 
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and harrow it in twice in a Place 


tomary Way is, to ſow a Peck of Ray-Zraß and 
ten Pounds Weight of Clover-ſeed Broad-caſt on 
each Acre, juſt before the laſt Harrowingisto be 


erformed, which they harrow in but once ins 
lace, and the Work of 


a very particular Manner from all or moſt other 
Places in England, I ſhall take the Liberty of 1. 


marking on that Part of their Management which 


relates to their getting Crops of artificial Grafles 


as being a chief Article in making up their Year's: 


Rent; for, without this Piece of Huſbandry, ther 
Landlords could not let their Ground at the Rate 
they do, nor the Farmers maintain their Familie 
as they now live. But to proceed! 
Remarks on the Chaffon Husbandry. — As theſe 
Farmers here ſuckle great Numbers of Houſe 
Lambs for London Market, the ingenious Mr, Jul 
Drill-ploughs, nor no other Sort of them, are of 
Service here, althg? the Soil will admit of their0- 
peration z becauſe the Two- wheel Wood. clip 


_ eaſy drawn Plough, anſwers their End much better, 


on account of their ſowing great Quantities of arts 
ficial Graſſes for feeding their ſuckling Ewes, whici 
they find very much anſwer their Intereſt, in let. 
ting their Land lie down with them, two Years 
together ; accordingly they are encouraged tobe at 
extraordinary Expence for increaſing ſuch thel 
Graſs Crops, by ſowing the ſucceeding Spring, after 
their Barley is got off, London Coal Aſhes, over al 
their artificial Graſs, which ſerves for improving 
two Years Crops. As for Peaſe, they ſeldom ſon 
any here, becauſe their dry huſky gravelly Ground 
is not agreeable to them; for, if they ſow them, 


they rarely have a tolerable Return, unleſs it be 


2 wet Summer, that ſeldom happens above once 


in five Years ; and thus they are deprived of ety | 


Joying 


. 
* 


I plowing and ſowing 
8 done. Now as Farming in theſe. Parts differs in 
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other 
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e ſupply, they give their Horſes - 
1 1 Wege- Mien, till the Time of ſowing 
yeir Barley and Oats z and then they give them 
Cover-hay, which almoſt every Farmer keeps by 
tim in Ricks or Cocks ; for Oat-ſtraw they hold 
here to be a very pernicious Fodder, '4s being ſub- 
re it their Bedflal fk nw i i Io 
The Proceſs of preparing a Pea-ftubble for ſowing 
Curnep-ſeed in a ftiff Soil, in May following. 
The Hog-peaſe were ſown in two Bout-lands, and 


— 


ate powed into Broad-lands and let to lie till Junuary, 
leh when the Ground was harrowed plain, and plowed 
| +croſs into Broad-lands' again; then, in April fol- 
ck bing, it was harrowed and hacked a-croſs. Next, 
2 n May, it was harrowed plain, and then directly 
bored and ſowed with Turnep-ſeed in Broad-lands, 
Aa which the Fold was immediately ſet, and em- 
. bord till the Turneps were got too big for con- 
mung it. Some Farmers give their ſtiff Loams no 
ch  nore after they have hacked them, but harrow the 
f Hacks down plain, and ſow and harrow in their 
i lumep-ſeed in May, for drawing them to ſell in 
BT Harvctt-time, which is the Seaſon for ſelling them 
- wout the Country, or at London, for a good Price. 
1 The Proceſs of preparing light Soils for ſowing 
i Turrep-ſeed in April, or May, —Fallow your Gra- 
1 rely, Chalks, ſandy Loams, c. the Beginning of 
ads Month in Broad-lands ; and, if there have been 
. Froſts ſufficient to ſhoal them, hatrow all plain 
d bout mid April, and the latter End of that Month, 
- om May, ſpread over it rotten Dung, and plow 
> * then harrow once in a Place, if the Earth is 
ne; if rough, twice in a Place, and ſow your 


. 


r ice will bury it too deep. If Turnep-ſced 
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elt to breed the Yellows;” and therefore refuſe to 


their Stubble, at the Beginning of this Month; was 


urnep-ſeed, and harrow it in only once in a Place, 


0 p for Bailey aud Oats, Ge. 37 
ing that valuable Fodder Peaſe-ſtraw ;/ which 
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try is a very heavy Sort, lying ow and wet; Thers 
fore they are forced to plow it, oftener than an 


make an intire Filth for Barley 5 and when the 
begin to fallow, they plow heir four Bout. lud 
into three Bvut-lands with their Swing - Ploch. 


fame Way into broader Lands for ſowing it wb 
Barley; or take it as follows thus : As ſoon 4 f 
Wheat is ſowed, and they have full Etifare, th 


with Wheat, into three Bout-lands. And, in 
 bruary following, they plow three of theſe 155 


or ſix of theſe three Bout - lands into one Broad - land: 


broader Lands, as the Ground lies wetter or dnt 


and ſow Half their Barley-ſeed under The 


F Plowing B in Middleſes, woe 


tory for Sowing Barley in the — wh 
Spring. — Their Soil in maſt Parts of this Cour 


Way, in three and four. Bout-lands for Wheat 
Beans, and Peaſe ; but for Barley, the laſt Tine; in 
broader Lands thus: In this Month they fallow 
che Land, that was ſown with Wheat the Yeu 

before, for Barley ; for here they ſeldom or n 


Next, in mid February, they plow three of the 
three Bout-lands together,, or into one broade 
Land, In March, they plow their Ground th 


plow their four Bout-lands, that before were _— 


together into one, and ſometimes they plow. ine 
That is, they plow theſe Bout-lands inta leſſer c 


Fhe drier they lie, the more they plow 
then in March they harrow all down plain, . 


and-the other Half they ow and baron in. 
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more of this in Pebruary 
mean Time I muſt here remark, that tho? the late 
moſt ingenious Mr. Tull invented the niceſt Drill- 
Jough that any Man ever did before him; yet 
the will not be ſerviceable here for ſowing Barley- 
fed in Drills out of their Hoppers becauſe this 
goil is too heavy and wet for the Purpoſe. Theres 
are, if an Author was to confine, his Peri wholly to 
eManagementof Drill-ploughs, he could not give 
an Account how Corn-graffes, and ſome other Ve- 
n-We:tables, are to be ſown here and in many other 
rs of Soils and Situations: As in Vales, and in 
wo ſtony Grounds 3 which obliges me to write in 
more general Manner, and thew how moſt, or 
all, Ploughs uſed in and may be made to im- 
grove Crops of Grain, Graſſes, Sc. But more of 
thi in February and Merch, when I intend to give 
a _ how Barley-ſeed — | _—_— im- 
proved, for producing larger Crops than ordinary 
yy ſeveral SF vers 15 — 3 for, in chef 
mey wet Soils, ſuch a Preparation of the Seed 
"ll be abſolutely neceſſary 3 becauſe here their 
common Quantity of Barley, at Harveſt, is but two 
or three Quarters on a Acre: Whereas by a right .. 
Preparation of the Ground, and the ſame by the 
arley-ſeed, there will, by the Bleſſing of Hea- 
© be a Crop of fix or ſeven Quarters on an 
by,” 8 e 
Of plowing Barley-Fubbles, for preparing the ſame 
Lind to ſow Peaſe in, — kene del pr Foo 
8 to ſow their Wheat-ſtubbles with Beans, and 
tlcir Barley-ſtubbles with Peaſe. When they are 
bo fow Peaſe after Barley, they proceed with their 
Wing-plough, thus: Preſently after Harveſt, or, 
8 ſoon as they can, they plow their Barley-lands 
no two Bouts and a half Lands, the fame Way 
they lay in before, which in this Manner are com- 
ed of five Furrows. Next, ſome Time 
N in 
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lowings for Lent-Grain, in Middle 


in December, they plow two. of theſe Narrow-lany i acai: 
together; and then they make a broader Land of AY ing!) 
five Bouts each, which lie ſo till March, when they plou 
ſow their Peaſe broad- caſt, and harrow them in bear 
if the Ground is à rough Clay; but, where de Oth: 
Ground is a fine Loam, they ſow their Praſe u prep 
Drills out of a Man's Hand, and cover them vi- cr 
a Harrow : And this they do, by making; for the 
Thoroughs, or Drills, in each five Bout-land;WA a ſn 
and, aboyt a Month or fix Weeks after, they of / 
a Horſe-break between the Rows of Peaſe, u here 
ſtir the Ground, and prevent the Growth of Wem carri 
and thus again, about a Month after the firſt Hork- R 
breaking. Beſides which, they are very careful u It is 
turn their Rows of Peaſe four or five Times ina bve 
Summer, for their better Ripening and Gathering; cn10 
for here they gather their Drill-peaſe as Peaſca WW Mor 
and ſell them in their green Pods at a Low Todt 
Market, for ſeveral Weeks together. + And, for Way 
this Purpoſe, they ſow the forward Hotſpur- pet gre: 
Eſſex Roading-peaſe, and the great blue Unia cap 
pea. If the Ground lies rough and hard, wht Croj 
they ſow and drill Peaſe, they only hand-hough b have 

| tween their Rows, and not draw the Horſe-brai i 2 
which here is not proper to be done, as they 6 inec 
But this is, becauſe they are not acquainted Wil 
a particular Sort, that I ſaw in my Travels, ad In t 
which, I am perſuaded, would anſwer their Fur be þ 
poſe in any rough Ground, where Peaſe are fowl they 
in Drills in the Length-way of their Lands. Son fie 
ſow the Maſter Hotſpur-pea in November, as be * e 
ing the moſt hardy Hotſpur of all others. ©” BY 3 th 
Of plowing WWheat-flubbles, preparatory fot #® > 
ing the ſame Land with Horſe-beans. — Here tief * 
give their four Bout- lands one Plowing into fol a 
Bout-lands again, in January; ſow their Ben Car 
broad-caſt, and harrow them in, elſe they bellen "mw 
they ſhall bury them in their clayey Loams. — Jenft 


4 


gin, where they make their Ground fine accord- 
ingly, ſow Horſe-beans our of a Sort of Drill- 
plough, which is uſed no where elſe but in the 
heavy wet Soils of Middleſex, and in ſome Vales. 


W Others again, after the Ridge, or Broad-land, is 


prepared, will, with a Hand-hough, make Drills 
acroſs ſuch a Land, and ſow Beans in them by 
the Hand. Others alſo ſet them in Rows, 'by 
a {mall Dibber; but more of this in the Months 
| of February, or March. In the mean time, I ſhall 
here make ſome Remarks on Farming, as it is 
carried on in theſe Parts, viz. „ 
Remarks on the Middleſex Way of Farming.— . 
It is certain, that theſe Mzddle/ex-Farmers, who 
live within five, ſix, or eight Miles of London, 
enjoy a a profitable Opportunity of getting 
Money by ſowing and ſelling Peaſe in their green 
Pods, And, ſince they have got into the Drill- 
Way of ſowing and ſelling Peaſe in their 
green Pods, they make no Fallow, and thereby 
reap a Benefit from their Land, by an every Year 
Crop at leaſt. But, with this Sweet-meat, they 
have ſometimes ſour Sauce; for, as their Ground 
is a very heavy wet Sort, they can't ſo well plow, 
ſweeten, fine it, and kill Weeds, but that the 
Wild-oat is very apt to come up and plague them 
in their Wheat, Barley, or other Crops, that can't 
be houghed, or horſe-breaked ; and this, becauſe 
they ſow their Land conſtantly, without giving it 
tie uſual Reſt in the Fallow-ſeaſon. This made 
a Gentleman ſay, who held Land in his own Hands 
in theſe Parts, That he could always make a Fal- 
low of his Ground every third Year, becauſe, by 
tis Means, his Crops of Wheat, Barley, and 
Beans, Cc. were far better than theirs, who ſo 
harraſs and employ their Land every Year under 
Crops of Grain : Beſides which, there was this Con- 
Jeniency attending ſuch his Management, _ 
iD 5 3 
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62 Of Plowings for Lent-Grain, in Middle, 
he thereby avoided having, about his Houſe ay 
Fields, great Numbers of ſtralling V. who 
generally are ſuch Thieves, that whatſoever they 
can lay their Hands on, for making a Penny, it 
theirs z which thoſe Farmers are obliged to eg. 
tertain for ſome Months in a Year, who carry a 
the Pod-bufineſs for ſowing Peaſe and Broad. bein 
and ſelling them in their green Condition. 

Plowing Land in Middleſex, for ſowing it wit 
| Oats. — Here they ſeldom ſow Oats, becauſe thy 
begger their Ground, and are not ſo agreeable 0 
their Soil as Horſe-beans; but as they do forms 
times ſow Qats, I am here to obſerve, that, fir 
this Purpoſe, they give their Ground two Pon, 
ings in all. One is to be performed in laſt, of i 
this Month, and the other at Sowing time, The 
firſt is done by plowing their four Bout-wheat 
lands into four Bout-lands ; and, at the laſt Tims 
by plowing two or three four Bout-lands intd one 
Broad-land ; and then they ſow and harrow in thei 
Oats, which I muft own, return them a more pro- 
fitable Crop, than Barley generally does, becauk 
they are ignorant of a certain Method how to im. 
prove their Barley Crop to the greateſt Adra 
tage, and which they have a greater Opportunity 
of doing than many others, as they lie nearer 1 
London than Thouſands of others, who cannot have 
for Money ſuch fertiliſing Manures and Dreſſing, 
2s they can. But, of this improving Method, I n Wi others 

tend to write a good Account, in March. Ia v 
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Of Plowing Vale-Lands for Lent-Grain, 64 
: „„ | 
Of Plowing Vale-Lands for Tent-Grain, 


F Plowing Lands in Vales, preparatory to Sow- 
ing them with Barley. —— There are two 
Ways of managing Vale-lands, for ſowing them 
with Barley-ſced in the Spring- ſeaſon. One is by 
fwing this Seed for a Hitch- crop, and the 
other for a Tilth-crop, where Land is deſigned to 
de ſown for a Hitch- crop. About Allbo/lantide 
they plow up their Wheat-ſtubble, or better 
boner; and then lay on their Dung, to plow it 


W in for rotting; and meliorating the Ground againſt 


March, when they plow and ſow their Barley: 
Others lay no Dung on tt at Fallow-time, but 


they throw over the Land as ſoon as it is ſown, as 
Hens-dung, or Pigeons-dung, or Soot, or Malt- 
duſt, Sc. but where Tilth-grounds are deſigned 
v be ſown with Barley, as I have obſerved in for- 
mer Months, they fallow in April, or May, and 


JW commonly lay on and plow in their Long-dung, 


t the firſt or ſecond Stirree-time, which is per- 
brmed in July, or about Albollantide, lie to rot, 
and meliorate the Land againſt Barley- ſeaſon in 


Arch; for which fome plow four Times in all, 


others three, according as the Weather happens. 
Ha very dry Summer precedes the Sowing of 
Barley, three times Plowing in all may do, as it 
(id in 1740. At this Stirree-time in November, 
tley ridge up their Vale-lands with their Foot- 
plugh, either for a Hitch or Tilth- crop. 

W by they plow their Vale-lands but once 
ſnving — them with Peaſe or Beans. — This Sort 


Ftild, they plow but once for ſowing it, —_ 
| | „ WIE 
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truſt to their Hand-drefling or Manure, which 
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af Ground, as it generally lies flat, low, and 
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64 Of Plowing Vale-Lands fir Lent-Ginh 
with Peaſe or Beans in the Spring-time, And: 
why they do ſo is, becauſe, if they winter-ploy foe 
theſe, they commonly ſuffer, by the Loſs of great 
Part of their expected good Crops ; by i 
they break up their heavy Ground in any Part of 
the Winter, it is the more expoſed to the Sug 
and Waſh of Rains, and to the Loſs of its Spind 
or Strength. Whereas, when their Ridge-acre 
Half-acre, or Rood-lands, lie all the Winter un- 
diſturbed till February or March in whole Ground; 
then their Earth will plow up in a freſh, liveh, 
 dryiſh Condition, and revive and nouriſh the 
Pea, or Horſe-bean-ſeed in ſuch a Manner, as to 
carry the Crop forward in a vigorous Growth; 
and eſpecially, if they enjoy a right Seaſon at 
Sowing-time, This Item, againſt- Plowing up 
Ground in a wrong Seaſon, is not only neceſlary 
to be obſerved by Vale-Farmers, but alſo. by al 
others; for a Man may begger his Lands by mi 
ny Ways of Il|-managing it; and, in particulat, 
by this of plowing it too often, or too ſoon; 
which further ſhews, how much the Art of Far 
ming depends on the Conduct of the Maſter, or 
his Ploughman. I, as well as many others, am fen- 
fible that moſt. Authors have omitted writing 
cloſe enough on this material Article, which juſth 
deſerves a longer Diſcourſe than at preſent Iſlll 
beſtow on it ; for here I ſhall only obſerve, that 
both light and heavy Soils may be plowed too ſoon, 
and too often, to the great Damage of the Farmer 
The Light, by expoſing its Mould to be diminiſt- 
ed by the Waſh of Rains; and the Heavy, by expo- 
ſing it to the Sug and Lodgment of Waters: Both 
which Caſes tend to the Leſſening and Exhauſting 
of the Subſtance and Spirit of the Earth, and t 
the Impoveriſhment of their Crops. But ſome 
may think, that, by giving theſe Vale-lands on 
one Plowing or Sowing-time, the Earth _ 


*, 


V Dungs and Manures. 65 
no rough and clotty for_the Seed-beans. On the 
Contrary, the Vale-Farmers like it beſt, when it is 
o; for then they know a heavy Thorough, or 

Furrow, will be turned on the Horſe-beans, lie 
oe and moiſt on them, and ſhelter their Roots 


Sox fterwards from the Violence of Froſts and 
iris Droughts; and their Heads, or Firſt-ſprouts, will 
ed make their Way through their thick Sur- 
wn. ice; becauſe, as theſe Vale-earths generally par- 
nd; Wit:ke of a marly Nature, their upper Part .is per- 


ch, WWrcly battered by a ſmall Froſt into a crumbling 
the WW ooſe Condition, ns: 

3 00 2 1 3 REY 3 
th; e 2 

1 at C HA VI. 

1 V Dungs and Manures proper for Corn and 
1  Graſs-Grounds in this Month, | 
* N nc 

lat, ( F Laying Dung on Wheat, or what is called Top- 
n; Drefling. — In this Month, it is excellent 
Far Haſbandry to begin Laying your Stable-dung and 
E orſe- litter on your Wheat, and ſo continue do- 
ſen- ug all the forward Part of the Winter. But the 
ing e culty is how to get it on in wettiſh Seaſons, 
th Nit is ſometimes neceſſary to do, before the Wheat 

bil too rank in its Growth. And a Load of 


Ich Dung carried directly out of the Stable, and 
ſpread over the Ground, is worth two or three 


ner, tat has been laid Abroad and waſhed : Therefore 
in- uw it into the Field, and, to avoid Carting over 
po e Land, ſhoot it down in one Heap, and tien 
oth r Men may carry it on the Wheat in a Hand- 
ing row, in order to ſpread it afterwards, But, in 


Fae Froſts happen ſevere enough to harden the 


0c ”7ound to bear the Wheels free of Impreſſion, 
al * the Dung may be laid in ſmall Heaps, at 
- alure, and ſpread : This Way carries a great 


Bene- 
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66 c / Dungs and Manutes. 
Benefit with it; for, if you had not Dreffing 6 
nough for your Wheat- land in the Summer, Mum 
fore you ſowed your Wheat, it may be ſuppl 

| this Way, and do great Service, by preventing bun- 

-  Frofts and Winds ſpoiling it by their Chilling 


Quality, and giving the Rains an Opportunity ul — 
waſh in the Goodneſs of the Dung, which wil He F. 


more or leſs efficacious, as the Horſes or Ha om 
have been fed with Corn, Beans eſpecially ; becaut er Fr. 
the Salt or Sulphur of ſuch Corn is hereby com- 
municated to the Land to its Enriching, f kne 
there is an Objection againſt this raw Drefling, by 
which, ſome may object and ſay, the Seeds ble 
Weeds and whole Oats, that Horſes may void, vil 
in Courſe, take Root and grow. But this is f. Week 
volous, becauſe, if ſuch Seeds ſhould. be ſcatterei or he 
on the Surface, it is very improbable they ſhouldWnater 
grow; as being more than ordinary liable to mei Nerres 
ſuch Froſts at this Time of Year, as will in Couſ dere 
ſpoil their Taking Root on the open Surface, | beliey 
was myſelf convinced of the great Good fu 0 it 
Top-drefling did, when applied in this Manner 
by the Succeſs of one of my Neighbours, vio ful as 
every Year followed this Practice, that ſhewedhiſW mu 
the Fertility of the Ground it was put on, a T ert 
or two after, by the Bulk of the Crops z for as we ef 
Horſe, in particular, eats the beſt and moſt V: 
riety of Corn, and has the hotteſt Body of al" 
Beaſts for digeſting it, it is no Wonder their Hung 
and Stale ſhould cauſe ſuch vaſt Returns of Gral 
And the ſooner ſuch Stable-dung, either new man ume 
or rotted into a Shortneſs, is laid on the When 
the better it will be, even if it could be done ® 
ſoon as the Grain is ſown; becauſe then ide 
firſt Sprouts or Sprigs of the Wheat will ee t 
make their Way through the Dung; for, when 
Dungs are put on later, they are very apt 0 = 
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e Progreſs or Growth of the Bl 
turn yellow, and die. 

The ſeveral Ways of ſaving and improving Horſe, 
eine, and other Dungs, and the great Loſſes ſhewn, 
lat Farmers ſuſtain, by the ill Management of them. 

About Allbollantide, is the uſual Time, that 
we Farmers take up our Plough and Cart-horſes, 
om Graſs, into the Stable, becauſe great Rains, 
or Froſts and Snows, frequently happen at this 
ime of Year, that render the Weather unſeaſon- 


Yet ſome Farmers, to hitch and lengthen out their 
Ctble-food, and to keep their Horſes in Health, 
jill turn them out in the Day-time, for a few 


for here I am engaged to write on one of the moſt 


ſerves the Farmers greateſt Notice ; and becauſe, 
where one Farmer manages this Matter right, I 
believe I may venture to ſay, there are twenty that 
b it wrong, whereby they loſe great. Part of 
tier precious Dung: Precious I call it, (as diſdain- 
ful as the Name of it is with ſome People) for, 
þ much as a Farmer loſes of this, ſo much he pro- 
ortionably ſuffers in the Loſs of his Crops, and in 
a Deficiency of raifing his Rent; which leads me, 
in the firſt Place, to obſerve the bad CEconomy that 
many Farmers are guilty of in this Reſpect. 
Management of bis Dungs, —— I know only one 
mu rmer beſides myſelf, even in the Pariſh where 1 
or, but what expoſes both their long and ſhort 
bang to the Waſh of Rains, by throwing it out of 
tte Stable into the Farm-yard, and laying it all 
Wer the ſame in a thin Condition; which conſe- 
Prntly gives the deſcending Waters an Opportu- 
ty of waſhing away the Corn, and beſt Part of 
Weir Dung; and this the more, as the Weight of 
2 _ Horſes, 


| Of Dungs and Manures.” 67 


ade, cauſe it to 


ble for their being kept abroad Night and Day: 


Weeks afterwards. But of this more by and bye, 


material Articles in Huſbandry, and therefore de- 


lin a Farmer may ſuſtain a great Loſs in the ill 
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ö Dungs and Manures- 
Horſes, Cows, Sheep, and Hogs Bodies combat 
and ſqueeſe out he e cf ( e 
ſuch Dung, and leaves behind little more than 
the huſky, ſpungy Straw- part of it for the Farmer, 
Uſe. Here is Husbandry with a Witneſs kT men 
ill Husbandry ; for fo it is in the higheſt Degice, ul 
I am going further to make appear, by aſſerting 
to be too general a Practice with ſome filly Farmen 
not only to ſuffer their Dung to be laid -in the 
Farm-yard, and have its Goodneſs waſhed out, bw 

alſo to ſuffer this liquid Goodneſs to run away int 
a common Road or Drain, ſo as never to be en 
joyed by him; and this during the whole Yer 
A Damage, I believe I may ſay, committed 
himſelf in an infinite Degree; for where a grat 
Farmer loſes his Dung in this Manner, who can tel 
where the Loſs may end, as Dung affects hi 
Land, not only in the next Crop, but alſo in man 
afterwards? For as the Produce of the firſt Wheat: 
crop is, ſo is the ſecond Lent Crop better or work; 
and ſo on, as theſe return more or leſs Corn and 
Straw, and them Dungs. So their rich Swine 
dungs are commonly little better husbanded, be. 
_ cauſe theſe lie in their Hog-yard likewiſe expoſe 
to the Waſh of Rains, to a great Loſs ; and tit 
more ſo, where many of them are kept, and that 
Dung is made by the Food of Peaſe or Beans, wii 
contain more of the ſaline or ſulphureous Qualit 
than any other of their Meat beſides, I remembe 
the Sight of a Piece of ill Husbandry-I met with an 
this Account, in Ayl:/bury Vale, where, tho" tk 
Farmer rented a Hundred and fifty Pounds: 

Fear, yet his Hogs I ſaw feeding in an open Hog 
yard up to their Bellies in a ſtanding black Wat? 
and this in the Winter, during all the Time tit 
were fatting ; ſo that they could never eat tie! 
Meat without coming out of their Stye into i 


Water, that run into an adjacent great Pon w 


1 


rom thence, when it overflowed, into another large 
pond at a conſiderable Diſtance, and there was 
partiy Joſt, His Fowl-dung was alſo. husbanded 
in as bad a Manner, for, though he kept the beſt 
part of a hundred Cocks, Hens, and Chickens, 

et he ſuffered as many as would, to rooſt on Trees, 
and elſewhere, to the Loſs of their Dung, which 


mpreß 
ce of 
e than 
merz 
| meant 
fee, af 


ting i | 

— kept this Farmer poor; but, as poor as he always 
n de vas, he was careful to lay out ſome of his Money 
it, hu in Soot and Pigeons-dung for Manuring his 


Ground; and, in doing this, hè did well, but neg- 
ſeed his Care at the Fountain-head, for here he 
ought to have employed it firſt ; that is, in ſaving 
his Dungs in the beſt Manner, as I am going to 


y Int 
Je eh. 


Yer, 
ed oh 


ora ſhew. . 

tel Hot a Farmer may obtain great Profit by the good 
ts Management of his Dungs. As ſoon as Horſes 
man are taken into the Houſe, the Farmer, ought to 
heats begin Saving their Dung in particular, after this 
orſe; Manner: Suppoſing him to have Conventencies 


a accordingly, he may keep his ſhort Horſe-dung by 
Wine: itſelf, and the long by itſelf, or both together under 
Cover. My ſhort Horſe-dung I lay in a Place by 
itſelf under the Rooſting of Cocks and Hens, 
| tan whoſe Dung ſtrengthens that of the Horſes, and 
oa ti: Horſes that, by preſerving the Vertue of the 
Fowl-dung from being exhauſted by the Air; and, 
to improve both, I oblige my Maid-Servant to 
mbe employ the Piſs-pot every Morning over theſe | 


th on Dungs, which helps to rot them the ſooner, and 
teh impregnate them with ſuch a fertile Quality, as 
nds renders them a moſt rich Compoſt for Manuring 
Jog Land : And, when it is rotted enough, ſome ſow 


ater it by the Hand out of a Seed- cott; others lay it 
tee in little Heaps, and ſpread it before or after Corn 
ſown, with a three: tine Fork. As for the long 
Dung, it muſt have a longer Time to rot; but, 
When both ſhort and long Dung is mixt and lain 

3 together, 


ern 


„% Of Dungs and Manüre: 


ether, the ſhort helps to rot the long 1 
hs wi ſooner. And if Cow and 80 * 
were thus incorporated together with Horſe-dung, Wil h 
and kept under Cover, they would be Cent, n C 
Cent. the better for it, in Compariſon of their ly. dicke 
ing all abroad expoſed to the Weather. But, in take 
Caſe there are not Conveniencies for laying ſuch or 
Dung under Cover, then, as the Beaſt Dungs a» Wl ind 
made, they ſhould be lain in one great Heap f vil 
Dunghill, which next to Cover will preſerve their 0 fl 
good Properties in a great Meaſure from the Powe: Wi preſ 
of Rains and Droughts ; and, as the black Watt WW the! 
drains from it, it ought to be carefully preſerved, in t. 
by cauſing it to run into ſuch a Receptacle or Re. Dig 
ſervoir, as will give the Farmer an Opportunity io at th: 
carry it out in a Tub or Barrel, for throwing it 14+ 
over the Dunghill, or to ſcatter it over Plowed or in th 
Graſs-land, over Wheat, Beans, Peaſe, or Oats, in may 
their Infant Growth ; or to water Cabbage-plantz take 
or other culinary Roots : For, if Stable or other if lai 
Dungs were laid thinly over the Farm-yard, the WW Mar: 
Rains would eaſily waſh through them, and the WW and | 
Sun dry them, and that much more than when Cour. 
ſuch Dungs are laid in a thick Subſtance, But, be» WW Root 
fore I quit this Subject, I muſt obſerve, that I have WW the g 
ſeen a great Farmer lay his Stable-dung under 2 WW woul, 
Granary built high from the Ground on Purpoſe Acco 
to be à Shelter or Cover for ſomething : Here | Wi cf th 
mould think it improper to lay Dung, -becauſe the WW pulls 
Steam of Dung is moſt apt to breed a Mould, that lam 
is pernicious to every thing it ſettles, or gets to. Ho 
When Fowls-dungs are kept by themſelves, un bis 
often as we have Duſt, offal Chaff, or other Trum i 3, 
pery, fanned out of the Corn, we mix them with WW tif. 
ſuch Fowls-dung, which, in Time, will lie, heat, Wi crop; 
rot, and become an excellent Manure, to be ſown Bl Pa a 
as I ſaid, out of the Hand Sced-cott, and harro Horſe 
in with your Barley, or otherwiſe applied. Wh wot 


| Dungin; 


Of Dungs and Manures. 71 
Dunging Graſs-Lays on their Tops that were lately 


lung with V beat. — Tf you did not top-dreſs your 
ung, Wheat in laſt Month, that you harrowed in on a 
p Clover-lay, do it at the Beginning of this Month, 
r ly. either with rotten Dung, which is the beſt, or that 
t, in WY (aken immediately out of the Cow-houſe, Stable, 
ſoch or Hog-ſtye, for the Rains to waſh out their Dung 
arc and Piis, Part on the new-ſown Corn-ſeed, which 
vill nouriſh and cauſe it to throw out a quick Spire, 
heir do that all Parts of the Dung will be employed to 
mer BWW preſerve it in its chipping Infant Growth, againſt 
ater BW the Power of Froſts, which are very apt to kill it, 
ved, in this its tender young Condition. Now the 
Re- Difference in laying Dung on new-ſown Wheat, 
1 at this Time of Year, and in January, February, or 
git March, is not a little; for by thus laying on Dung 
drin this Month, as I ſaid, the Seeds of Weeds, that 
, in may accompany ſuch Dung into the Field, cannot 
nts, Wl take Root, and grow ſo aſſuredly, as they would, 
ther if lain on the Ground in January, February, or 
tie March, becauſe now the Froſts generally begin, 
the nd the Length of the Winter-weather will, in 
hen i Courſe, kill them, if they ſhould happen to ftrike a 
be» BY Root: Whereas, if the Dung was put on late, 


tie growing Seaſon, that is coming directly on, 
vould forward their Growth, and in particular on 
Account of the deſtructive Burr, which is the Seed 
ef the Cliver, that twines about the Corn, and 
pulls down the Wheat, before it is ripe, to the 
farmer's great Loſs. „ 
How careful the Cheſhum Farmer is to lay Dung 
" his Plowed Ground in this Month. At Cheſhum, 
n Bucks, a great deal of their Land conſiſts of a 
ſiff, rank, red Clay, which to improve for After- + 
Crops of Corn, in [an or in this Month, on his 
Pea ahd Oat-ſtubbles, he lays on old Thatch or 
Horſe-litter, for the Worm to work on, and draw 
to the Ground all the Winter; fo that, in April 
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| the flaſhy Graſs, but alſo by the Wet and Coldbef 


- 


following, when they begin to fallow this Land, 


by this Means, it will be ſo hollow, that it wil 0 f. 
plow eaſily, and do a vaſt deal of Good ; other ster 
wiſe, if this Clay-ground was to remain all Win. may! 
ter without ſome ſuch Management, it would, à Het 
Fallow-time, be in a moſt cruſty, hard, four Con. Md 
dition, very difficult to plow, and much more WM:\:ir 
difficult to get into a ſweet fine Tilth agint rin! 
YWaoeat-lowing Seaſon aaa 
How a Farmer damaged his Ground by laying 1 Pes, 
much Dung on it. = The Perſon, I here writ: WMh-ca 
of, lives about a Mile diſtant from my Houſe, main 
has the Reputation of an excellent Huſbandman, or B 
and juſtly deſerves this Character in many Re- WMcrvi 
ſpects; but, in this I am about mentioning, he es 
does not, becauſe he generally lays too much Dung nd 
on his Ground, for a Wheat-crop eſpecially, which WWtic{ 
cauſes the Land to be ſo hollow, as not to be ſtif und 
enough to keep up the Wheat, when it is in in Rick 
green Ear; and when it thus falls down, the Sap Tur 
is checked in its free Aſcent, and the Kernels MW con(c 
thereby prevented arriving at a full Maturity and WW in th 
Bigneſs; which is a plain Proof that Land may be WW vm 
made too rich as well as too poor, for getting 4 Wi Gro 
full Crop of Wheat or other Grain on it; for it a WW rel 
hungry, binding, gravelly, loamy Soil ( as tus D 
Man's is) may be thus damaged by an indiſcret 8 bulls 
Dreſſing it with Dung, intire rich Loams may be WW are 
ſooner brought into ſuch a prejudicial Condition, . Ki 
by the ſame ill Management. „ well 
' Dreſſing Plowed Ground by the Fold, — In this NM df 
or in any of the following Winter Months, when WW ad 
ou fold on new-ſown Wheat, put a Rack in the jſt 
old for feeding the Sheep with Straw, otherwie, A 
as the Graſs, at this Time of Year, is very water) on © in 
and flaſhy, the Gripes, or Cholic, will veryelikely ol 
Kill ſome of them ; which is not only occaſioned Of = 
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f the Ground, and chilly Earth that now is apt 
\ tick about their Feet and Legs; and when 
Sheep are thus taken with this fatal Diſtemper, it : 
maybe diſcovered by their Drooping; Grating their 
Teeth, Riſing up, and Lying down frequently and 
ſuddenly, and ſometimes it is ſo bad as to ſwell . 
heir Belly, Hay, where it can be afforded, is cer- 
rinly better than Straw for this Purpoſe ; but it is 
uſual to feed them with Straw, and of all Straws, 
N 10 pea, Thetch, or Wheat-ſtraw is beſt on this Account, 
writ: WW becauſe their Seeds, which may drop out, will not 
Touſe, tan and damage the Wheat, as thoſe out of Oat 
Iman, or Barley-ſtraw will. Theſe Straws are alſo very 
Ne- crwiceable in a Fold in the Winter-Seaſon, to keep 
„le the Sheep from gathering Water in their Bellies, 
ung nnd preventing thoſe other Illneſſes incident to 
hich theſe Creatures, when confined to the Fold in cold 
e ſtill WY ind wet Weather. But ſuch Fold-feeding in a 
n in Reck is moſt neceſſary, when Sheep are kept on 
Turneps 3 for, as this is a moſt ſucculent Root, it 
conſequently lodges a great deal of its watery Juice 
n the Beaſt, which by this Hay or Straw- feed is 
rery much prevented. Late Folding on gravelly 
Grounds is beſt, becauſe this Soil devours forward 
Dreſſing ſooner than any other Land. 18 
Dreſing Plowed- ground with Cows Hair. — Cows, 
bus, or Oxen Hair, is bought by the Buſhel, as 1 
ave ſhewn in my former Works; and is of great 
dervice in the Improvement of Wheat-crops, as 
vell as Barley-crops. If for Wheat, we ſow it out 
of a Seed-cott by the Hand over Gravels, Chalks, 
nd Loams; and this, both in dry and wet Earths, 
jul before the laſt Plowing z and then we plow it 
n wich our Wheat-ſeed, either in two Bout-lands, 
or in Broad-lands. „„ : 
tro a Gentleman dreſſed his Meadow-Ground in 
tfordſhire,—Ir is true, that general Folding on 
neat, in our Cpilturn Country, is laid afide, 
about 


9 * r a * 
D 


„ b 
about Albollantide; but with ſome particular Farjji in it 
ers, it is carried on both Winter and Summer? yy 
That is, thoſe who keep all Ewes, or a Mixtureeffi Nig 


Ewes and Weathers for a Common Flock, gene. in 
rally give over Folding on Plowed- ground, the Be. = 
ginning of this Month. But ſome others, whoff n ; 
are poſleſfed of incloſed dry gravelly, or dry loany, 1 1 
or chalky, or ſandy Land, keep on the Fold x”! © 
Times all the Year, and ſupport their Weather e 
| flock accordingly, as I ſaid, by the Help of a Rack # 5 
of Hay or Straw, or by Turneps, Rye, Cal, 5 X 
Thetches, or Clover. Others, again, will fold on p 
their Meadow-ground for improving it to a great was 
Degree, as a late Gentleman uſed to do in the P. 4 
riſh of Studbam in Herifordfbire z who, as ſoon x 0 
he had done Folding on his Wheat- land, about A 
Allhollantide, removed his Fold to the Meadoy ap 
and there began Folding on the ſame z for here it " 
does great Service, becauſe now neither the Su er 
nor Air can dry up the Dung, nor exhauſt its Ver- 7 
tue; and it is now that Sheep kill the preſen wk 
Moſs, and hinder the Breed of more by ther Al 
Tread, by the Warmth of their Bodies, and by — 
their Dung and Stale, which is readily received b I 
the Earth, as it is now in a ſoft Condition; ad rare 
which will be of more Service, if ſome Stray 1” , 
laid every Night on the Ground where the Sheep pat 
are to lie, and Hay or Straw given them in a Rack. Be. 0 
But, to do this in the moſt efficacious Manner, vb 
ſome of the niceſt Farmers fold two Nights toge- ton]: 
ther, on one and the ſame Piece of Ground; and tay 
then it will ſurely anſwer their End, and not hut - 
the Sheep, provided they are not folded in to * Carle 
Weather; and this is one Reaſon why they de E 
ſome Straw at the Bottom of the Fold, becauſe Graf 
defends their Bodies from the bare Ground, which 
in Winter, is very apt to draw the Heat out © Ire 


Wn; 


the Sheeps Bodies, and lodge a prejudicial Coldne! 


in 
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in is Room. When Folding is hired, the com- 
mon Price is Threepence a Score for Sheep each 


Night 3 but I can't ſay, ſuch Hiring is made uſe of 


Winter, becauſe thoſe that keep Flocks, to let 
out, are generally poor Men, that can't afford to 
{ed their Sheep accordingly ; and therefore ſuch 


W only fold in the Summer-Time at ſo much a Score, 


by the Help of Commons, or for a Conſideration 
given them in another Ways as I intend hereafter 
to give an Account of, when I write of the good 
and bad Properties of Incloſures. This is one Way 
of Improving our Meadow-ground ; but there are 
ſyeral others made uſe of at another Seaſon ; ſome 


one of which requires to be done almoſt every Year 


in our flat, wet Meadow-land, whoſe Bottom is a 
Cay, as many are in our Parts, or elſe the haſty 
Breed of the deſtructive Moſs will enfue, cripple 
our Crops of Graſs, and render the Tenant unca- 
pable of paying thirty Shillings for each Acre a 
Tear, as the common Price is hereabouts. 
How a Farmer-Grazier, in Buckinghamſhire, 
arſed bis Meadow-ground,—— This Tenant lives 
wout three Miles diſtant from [vinghoe, where he 
Ccupies both low and high Meadow-ground of 
ferent Soils. © That which lies on a Hill is of a 
gavelly Nature, and very apt to cauſe the Graſs 
in it to burn or dry away in hot Weather, and 
gat Droughts : He therefore begins Foddering 
ts Cows in this Month, if the Seaſon is attended 
ith hard Froſts or Snows ; and he obſerves com- 
monly to do it, from the Hedges, that the Cows * 
wp feed and lie the moſt towards the Middle- part 
i the Field; and, by this Means, he obliges the 
Gttle to dreſs that Ground which lies moſt from 
: Hedges, for this Reaſon ; becauſe, here, the 
als is moſtly expoſed to the Heat of the Sun, 
altherefore the ſooner burnt up: But, by Fodder- 
ng his Cows from the Hedges, it ſo enriches the 
moſt open Part of the Field, that he has always 
„ the 
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the rankeſt Graſs there; which being thus foil c 
up into an early Head or Cover, it ſhades I cal 
Roots, and forwards the Growth of the Graf u the 
his great Profit. And it is for this Reaſon, tha lic 
ſome foreſighted Landlords have formerly plante the 
here and there a Tree in the open Part of ther | 
| Meadow-fields, in order to intice Cattle to lie m. L 
der the Shelter of their Boughs, and rub their B. Bu 
dies againſt their Trunks, to allay that Ttching, WW Ct 
which thriving Beaſts are generally ſubje& t, im 
Thus he dreſſes his gravelly Meadow- ground wi Ti 
2 Dung moſt natural to it, for Cow-dung, being vel 
fat, rank, cool Sort, conſequently beſt agrees with and 
ſandy, gravelly, and ſuch other dry, huſky Sik; aft 
and the better, when ſuch Dung is made from the vi 
Food of Hay, Straw, or other hard Meat. dre 
Dunging Middleſex Meadow - Ground. In d. ma 
tember, October, and in this Month, when the Gn ver 
is eaten off, they commonly here dreſs their Ma. s 
 dow-ground, as I have in theſe preceding Montis T 
obſerved, by bringing as back Carriage, after they 5 
have delivered their Hay at London, Lay-ſtal il fal 
Muck, which is compoſed of Aſhes and Street- di: U 
This they bring Home, and ſhoot it out of thei mo 

| Carts on a begun Dunghill, that thus they au- bin 
ment, till the Heap is big enough to lie intire, i ma 
turning once, twice, or thrice, by Way of geting hay 
it into a very fine Condition for laying and fpreat- YM h 
ing it over the Meadow-ground. Or thus: h ſhe 
this Month dung your Meadows with old rotten 8 
Dung, or a Compoſition of Lime, Aſhes, Mould, of 
and Dung, or with only Mud, ſmall Chalk, and bri 
Dung, mixed and turned ſeveral Times in the pr. Wi 
ceding Summer, till it is very fine indeed. nor 
this the Hendon and Edgware Farmers are the be mit 
Examples of all others I know of, as being foi = 
in picking out all Rubbiſh and Graſs Stuff, that, fre 


before they put it on their Meadow, it is almo 


it to run through a Sieve ; and then it is in 3 _ 
"IP = Tn Condition 
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| Condition to put and ſpread over the Land, to be 


eaſily and preſently waſhed down by the Rain, on 


the {mall Fibres of the Graſs Roots, where it will 


lie, keep them warm all the Winter, and defend 
them againſt the deſtructive Froſts and Wets, 
Dreſing Vale Meadow-Ground. — Here their 
Land is ſo good, that few beſtow Dreſſing upon it. 
But I knew a Gentleman that was at a conſiderable 
Charge in buying great Quantities of Pot-aſhes for 
improving his Meadow ground, which, about this 
Time of Year, he had throwed about with a Sho- 
vel, to lie and be waſhed in by the Winter Rains; 
and they did a vaſt deal of Good for ſeveral Years 
after. So that though moſt Vale-Farmers truſt 
wholly to the Dung and Urine of their Cattle to 
dreſs their Vale Meadow-ground ; yet this Gentle- 
man's Meadow, that was thus dreſſed, paid him 
yery well for his extraordinary Expence, though it 
is as good Land as moſt in the Vale of Ayleſbury. 
How a Farmer dreſſed his new-ſown Wheat with 
Wot, in this Month, in order to eat it off in January 
following This uncommon Action was performed 
by a Farmer who rented a Hundred a Year, a little 
more than a Mile from my Houſe, which proved 
him to be a bold, but judicious Adventurer, as I ſhall 


| make appear, The Caſe was thus : This Farmer 


having a large incloſed Field of new-ſown Wheat, 
whoſe Soil was a chalky Loam, that lay flat, and 
ſheltered very much from all Winds, was encou- 
raged to ſow twenty Buſhels of Soot on each Acre 
of it, at the Beginning of this Month, in order to 
bring on an expeditious Cover, or Head, on the 
Wheat-roots ; (for, of all our common Manures, 
none forces fo quick, and ſo ſtrong as Soot) that 


might ſerve inſtead of ſo much Graſs for feeding 


and ſubſiſting his Flock of Sheep in the ſevere, 
cold, chilly Month of January; and it fully an- 
wered his End: For, in that Month, it had got 
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for a Month or fix Weeks; which enabled him tf 


which a Clay, ora wet loamy Soil, would expoſe 
them to, and damage their Bodies; and thus did 


this Action was performed with great Judg- 
ventured and ſucceeded ; for, had this Field been of 


obtained in a clay, or wet, loamy Soil, it would not 


cond Growth of the Wheat —as to give the Weeds 


* . , 4 * 
OL 7 
9 


ſo large a Head of Wheat-blades, as fed his Sheep 


continue Folding his Weathers, all, or moſt, of the 
Time, on the fed Wheat, as it was eaten off, and 
parted by a Row of Hurdles. Now, the Soil of thi 
Ficld being of a very dry warm Nature, the Sheep 
fed on the Wheat, and lay in the Fold of the fame | 
Ground, free of that Daubing and Chillinek, ay 


a vaſt Service, in leaving an additional D 

behind them, that enriched the Crop of Wheat, 
by thickening the Land, invigorating its Roots, and 
bringing on a branching Growth of ſtrong Stalks, 
and large Ears. I am here alſo to remark, that 


ment; for this Farmer knew very well, that thi 
Piece of Dry-ground was the cleareſt and freeeſt 
of Weeds of any he rented 5 and therefore he 


a contrary Soil, the Conſequence might reaſonably 
be expected to have been the endangering the 
Crop of Wheat ; becauſe, if ſuch a Crop had been 


have done the Sheep half the Service it did in this 
chalky Soil ; and what might have been worſe ſtil, 
the natural Chilneſs of ſuch Ground, and the Cold- 
neſs of the Scaſon, might have ſo checked the ſe- 


an Opportunity of getting the Dominion of it, and | 
crippling the Crop, to the Impoveriſhing of the 

Farmer, as I could make appear by ſeveral In- 
ſtances, were it proper in this Place. This Piece 


of extraordinary good Huſbandry I have been the 7 
more particular in relating; as it may remind the f eg 
judicious Farmer, and inſtruct the ignorant one, Theſ 
in the Improvement of his dry, huſky, chalky Soi, Craſs 
which, tho* commonly let for a mean Rent, " les 10 


account 


, 7 
Ll * t 


roduce as good a Crop of Wheat, as a Vale ſtiff 
*) that 8 in its original Nature, far richer than 
a dry chalky one. . 


How a Farmer folded bis Hogs on his new-ſown 


Wheat, for improving its Crop. This was done 
by a Farmer, near Ivinghoe, who rented about ſixty 
Pounds a Year, and lived in a Farm that had great 
Numbers of large Beech-Trees growing on the 


fame ; which gave him an Opportunity of keeping 


ſometimes a conſiderable Herd of Swine, by the 
Help chiefly of Beech-maſte; and, to make the moſt 
of theſe Animals, he endeavoured to croſs the Old 


dying, That a Hog is good for Nothing, till be is 


tad, — by folding them on ſome of his dry, 
poor, chalky Ground that was ſown with Wheat. 
Accordingly he got a Parcel of very ſtrong Hur- 


des with their Stakes made for folding his Hogs 


in the fame on his new-ſown Wheat, which he did 
erery Night, beginning about Michaelmas, and 
continuing the ſame, good Part of the Maſte-ſea- 
ſon; and this he did the ſafer, by keeping his 
Hogs duly wrung, and confining them in a very 
rong Fold, which cauſed them to dung in large 
Quantities, and tread it in on the Wheat, when 
they had done; by which the Swine ſo cloſed this 
ght, ſhort, chalky Earth, as to make the Wheat 


grow into a large Crop, and ſtand faſt and up- 


noht all the next Summer; and thus prevented the 
Wheat from falling down in its green Growth, 
which otherwiſe, in this looſe Soil, it is very apt, 
51 faid, to do, to the Farmer's great Loſs. 

How a proper Manure, timely applied, would have 
ſaved a Wheat-crop from being ſpoiled by Worms.— 


Theſe are deſtructive Inſects to both Corn and 


Graſs, and eſpecially to Wheat, that generally 


ies longer in the Ground than moſt other Grain; 


and 


"og 
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rcount of its looſe poor Nature, yet by a Manage- 
ment, adequate to its Quality, it may be made to 
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30 Of Dungs and Manures: 


and this their Miſchief they commit, chiefly in th 


Infant-growth' of the Wheat, by biting in two it 
Green=blade juſt above the Ground. To prevent 
which, inſtead of Dunging, that helps to increas 
the Breed of Worms, apply Soot, Coal, or Peat- 
aſhes, or Lime, or Salt, or other ſuch ſaline Ma. 
nures; for any of theſe, if timely made Uſe of, vil 
drive them below the Corn or Graſs; for Salt, whe. 
ther in a fixed, or looſe Condition, is the oreateſt 
Deſtroyer of Inſects and Enemy to PutrefaQtion, 
and, indeed, is the beſt Dreſſing for all Sorts of 
Land and Grain. This has cauſed ſeveral to make 
Trials of the Efficacy of Rock and Sea-ſalt; and 


one Gentleman, that lives in Wiliſpire, ſowed only 


fix Buſhels of a common Salt over one Acre of 


Corn- ground, and had the beſt Crop in Return that 
he was ever Maſter of; for it is ſuppoſed, that ſuch 


a Quantity of all pure Salt is equal to the fixed 
Salts of twenty or thirty large Loads of Dung; and, 
had the Duty been kept off, I know ſeveral Gentle- 


men who would have dreſſed all the Graſs-ground 


of their Parks with naked Salt, as being a molt 
excellent warm Manure, that would not only de- 


ſtroy Inſects, but kill the worſe Sort of Graſſes and 


- 


amply made appear in my Chilturn, and Vale-Far- 
mer, at Page 359, where J have propoſed a Me- 
thod for the Farmer's enjoying this moſt neceſſary 
Manure, without paying Duty for it, by having 
Earth mixed with it at the Place of Sale; but an 
Objection was made to this, that the Chymil 
could ſeparate it. This Manure, had it been ap: 
plied in Time, would have ſaved a nobje Cropo 
Wheat, that I knew a Neighbour of mine loſe by 
the ſmall Red-worm. The Wheat was ſown on 


Weeds, and bring on a better Sort; as I have more 


a Clover-lay, which, by lying down under thi 
Graſs, I think, two Years, gave the 


Worm 


Leiſure to breed in a gravelly loamy Soil; I 


Of the different Management of Turneps. 81 
much, that, on the Sprouting of the Seed, they 
bexan their Rapine, and continued it till about 
[andlemas, when the Farmer ſowed Soot all over 
but it proved too late; for thoſe Inſects had 


in the 
two ity 
revent 


2 oiled moſt of the Crop by that Time. Had he 
e Ma. WW owcd Salt, or Soot, or Lime, or Peat-aſhes, Sc. 
f. will oer his new-ſown Crop of Wheat at Allbollantide, 
„ whe. it would have ſaved it. But, as it was, the Far- 
reatelt WY mer loſt moſt of the Crop to (as I heard) the Loſs 


tion, WY of twenty or more Pounds. 
orts of 


make 
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CHAT VI. 8 


z and 

d on! „ | | EY 

why Of the different Management of Turnep- 

n that nl Crops. 

t ſuch | -— f 

fixed F various Methods neceſſary to þe uſed in the 


; 2nd, Management of Turnep-Crops in this Month. 


entle· . Although Turneps, in ſome Places, are drawn 
round to be fold in Auguſt, September, October, &c. and 
moſt carried out of Hertfordſhire, even twenty-five Miles 
y den Length, to London Market, for obtaining the 
5 and i greateſt Price; becauſe as our County in ſome 


Places abounds with Gravels, Chalks, Sands, and 
Dry-loams, that are dreſſed, for the moſt Part, by 


more 


Tar. 


Me- tie Folding of Sheep, or with the pure Manures 
eff of Malt-Duſt, Oil-cake Powder, Lime, &c. which 
wing eve the Turnep the ſweeteſt Taſte : Yet our com- 
ut an mon Way is not to begin eating our Field-Tur- 
youll veps deſigned for fatting Sheep, till Allbollantide, 
1 ap- er for fatting Cows or Bullocks with them, becauſe 
op oli ss the Weather is generally mild enough to graze 
lc by our Sheep in our incloſed Grounds to this Time, 
n 00 ad thereby fat them in Part, we forbear, till this 
this Month, to feed them altogether on our Turneps; 
orm ut theſe I ſhall more particularly enlarge on, as 
inſo-W follows, viz, 
nuch 1 Of 
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82 Of the different Management of Tummepz 0 


as long as are wanting, but their Depth an 
they were made deeper and wider, the Turey 


all the Tops of the Turneps, but not the Rot 


eight ſmall ones, may be put into one Acre of Tur 
neps, to fat; but it muſt be a good- Acre C 


Field; and the Turneps, when ſcooped vel 


Of Drawing Turneps, and Preſerving them, Wc: 
Leighton in Bedfordſhire. If any think f nd L 
to enjoy the excellent wholeſome Root of a Tu en 
nep in a pure ſound Condition, they ſhould Her, 
drawn in laſt, or this Month at fartheſt, to be p wet! 
in Sand in a Cellar, or other Place, for their Con P. 
vation. At Leighton, in their ſandy Ground, tie Pore 
make Holes about a Foot anda half deep, and Wi: 
much broad, wherein they lay their drawn Tul dit 
neps, for keeping them againſt the Spring N. 
ſeaſon. Now theſe Trenches, or Holes, are mad =: 
(1 l 
are fe 
jg 
Turn 
4 
unt 
tled 
them 
rn 
nd 
ſitte 
that 1 
Oflal 
(ally 
be- fe 
kale 
eps, 
a 
Gan 
Turn 
link 
Hyin 
the 
litter 


with the Ground, muſt be pecked up, before the N 
ne 


are too much trodden, ſtained, and rotted. * : Nl 
Z | | = , ; 


Breadth muſt be as I have obſerved ; becauſe, 
would heat and grow. In doing this, they cut d 


part, and cover the Turneps and Foſs with Eart 
Ridge-wiſe ; and, if great Froſts happen, fo 
Straw, or Litter, may be laid over all. 
Of Feeding and Fattening of Sheep with Turnty 
About Allhollantide, many begin to feed thei 
Sheep with Turneps in one Field, while in othe 
they are ſtill growing, that the Farmer may enj 
his Turnep-crops, ſome Time, in the greateſt Pe 
tection ; for, in this Month, we have ſometime 
ſharp Froſts, that will cauſe the Leaves of thi 
Turneps to look yellow and couch, and then ti 
Apple-part enlarges itſelf, as the Leaves did bt 
fore; for now the Root has the Effect of allt 
Ground to itſelf, Six large Weather-ſheep,” 


them that will do this, and good Manageme 
withall ; for the Sheep muſt be ſhifted in Time 
by removing a Row of Hurdles, croſs tl 


neps! of the different Management of Turneps. $3 
Vather-ſheep prefer the Root; but the Ewes 


th 

hing 6 nd Lambs generally the Leaf ; and therefore they: 
fa Tul irn put their Ewes in firſt, and the Weathers 
ould lier, as Occaſion requires, and ſometimes both 
o be p wether, If Weather-ſheep are taken in to fat, 
Cone e Price is four Pence a Head per Week, and no 
nd, the ore for a Ewe with its Lamb. Some Weathers 

„ and il fatten in twelve Weeks, others in ſixteen, ac- 
n Tul ing as they are, when they firſt go in. 

Springe N. B. The Froſt wrongs an old Turnep, but 
re ma bes not ſo much hurt a young one. A Turnep 
th an el grow, though it be ſcooped. By this Method 
-aufe, removing a Row of Hurdles, as the Turneps 
Turned r fed off, the Sheep enjoy a full Liberty of feed- 
cut (fro, But there is another Way of Feeding of 
e Roo ſurneps, as I am going to ſhew. And that is, 

Eart 4 Second Way of feeding and fattening Sheep on 


urreps : — Is what à neighbouring Farmer prac- 
kd; who, having only ten Sheep to fatten, fed 
tem in a large Fold a Night and a Day, and then 


, ſo 


urnef 
d thel 


other"! ſo on. Now, as theſe fat Sheep were daily 
yen ited, his Store-ſheep followed in another Fold, 
ft Fei tat was alſo removed every Day, to eat up thoſe 
etimeioial-Turneps the fat Sheep left, and which were 
of H (iy picked up for them; and thus, by his Dou- 


en th 
aid be 


le-folding, he generally had the beſt Crops of 
krley in our Parts. Others will pull up the Tur- 


all H rps, and give them in a Fold every Day; and, if 
ep. C ity are not too large, the Sheep will eat them 
f Turn up. N. B. After a very hard long Froſt, 
cre lmeps, when they have thawed, are apt to rot, 


lil like Carrion, and be of a Poulch, -- It was the 
Wing of an old Dealer in Sheep, That he would 
ther give five Pence a Head a Week, to feed and 


eme 
Time 
3 th 


evel _ his Sheep on young Turneps, than two 
e the wha a Week on old Turneps 3. becauſe Sheep 
Tre as faſt again on the firſt, as they do on the 


Weiß . 2 5 


4 


rmoved it, and ſhifted the Sheep to a freſh Bite, 
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Q Feeding and Fattening Bullocks, Oxen, m to kee 
Cows on Jurnept. — The Yellow-Turnep, in f. they | 

_ folk and Norfolk, is in great Eſteem for fattening WI the"! 
their Scotch and Welch Runts; becauſe it has, Car. WI Meade 
rot-like, only one Tap-root, and comes up free of in the 
Dirt. Many Farmers here fatten theſe Beaſts Wh Plowe 
wholly upon it, which will eat Top and all; both WM for Cc 
under and out of Cover. If the Bullocks leave WM tunity 
any in the Ground, the Pieces are dug up for their Back- 
Store-ſheep, which enables them to fold on their Wh 
Sandy-grounds; for this Turnep buries itſelf a WM de J. 
pretty Way in the Earth, and is a ſound Turnep of of my 
a carroty Nature, which tempts the Thief. But, lands 
beſides this Turnep, they ſow ſeveral other Sorts, Retur 
for the ſame Uſes, that, according to their ſeveral Sheep 
Natures, they may be fit for Uſe early or late; as WW tis ſp 
the Purple- ſort, Sugar-loaf, and the Cream-colour- drawe 
ed Turneps, &c.—— Turneps will alſo feed Cows Holes 
for producing Milk, when cut ſmall, and given for B. 
in a Trough, or Manger, as they do in Landon, in Rel 
and many other Parts, with Hay, —— In this Wh 
Month, or laſt, the Norfolk, or Suffolk Farmers, WI 7-1/7 
draw Turneps for Hoarding : They cut off their be tru 
Leaves, and pile the Roots, or Turneps, up in Houg| 
Barns, ſomewhat after the Manner the Brick: vun it 
maker does his unburnt Bricks Abroad; fo that they, 
the Air may have Room to come in between them, WI Tran 
while they lie in this hollow Poſture. Thus they WW de. 
may be kept a great while from being rotted by Plantir 
the Froſt, and given to Runts under Cover ; and Hoy 
accordingly theſe Suffok and Norfolk Farmers | Feed a 
feed their horned Beaſts with Turneps in a Trough called 
and Manger in the Winter- ſeaſon; for, this ſeep 
Means, they keep whole Bays of Barning full of WW Yer : 
Turneps. . „ : pul 

' How Ewes are fed on Turneps, that fuck: Houſes ay” 
Lambs. In Middleſex, they ſow their Tur- from b 


nep- ſeed, and harrow it on their four RT oo 


We >. Pp 
71 


= BJ Of the different Management of Turneps. 85 | 
bo keep the Wets from rotting them; and, when 
they have a Mind to feed their Milch-Ewes with 
them, they draw them, and lay them on their 
Meadow-ground, that the Beaſts may eat them 
jn the drieſt Manner; but this 1mpoveriſhes their 
| Plowed-Grounds very much, and would ſpoil it 
for Corn, had not theſe Farmers: a great Oppor- 
tunity of bringing the beſt of Preſſing by the 
Back- carriage of their Hay-carts from London. 

Why they dare not ſow Turneps in moſs Parts of 


tle Vale of Aylisbury. —— One great Farmer, 
f my Acquaintance, did ſow ſome of his Ridge- 
lands with Turnep-ſeed, and had a good Crop in 
Return, which he was obliged to draw, to feed his 
Sheep with them on his Meadow-ground ; but 
this ſpoiled his Barley-crop z becauſe, where he 
drawed his Turneps, the Water lodged” in the 
Holes, ſoured his Ground, and made it fo unfit 
for Barley-ſeed, that he had but a trifling Crop 
in Return. 3 
My Turneps, that are to be fed, will not bear 
Tranſplanting. It is by Experience found to 
be true, that, if a young Turnep, before or after 
Houghing, be tranſplanted, it will not apple, but 
run its Root into little forked Parts : Nor will 
tiey, at any Time, increaſe in their Bulk after 
Tranſplanting — — but will only keep 
alive, Therefore a Turnep will not bear Tranſ- 
planting, unleſs it be for Seed. - | 
How young Store-ſhgep may be improved by the 
Fed of Turneps. This is, and may be, juſtly 
alled a good Piece of Husbandry, to buy in Teg- 
ſheep at — Allbollantide, when they are about a 
Year and a Half old, and have two broad Teeth, 
w put them into Turneps, and feed them like 
ſatening Sheep; which will not only keep them 
from being ſtinted in their Growth, but cauſe them 
bo ſhoot into a large one. And, when they _ 
| en 
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36 f CARROT. 
been kept on as Store-ſheep two Summers, they: 
will _ four broad Teeth 3 and hiv ah oy 1 bo 
juſt right for the Farmer's fattening them on his 
Turneps, or for ſelling them as Weathers fit for. 
fattening on Turneps, at about ten or twelye 
Shillings a Piece, e 

Ny Turneps ought not to be fed too ſoon, —— 
Do not feed your Turneps too ſoon, without great 
Neceſſity; for, if you do, and the Land is thus 
forced to lie ſtill a conſiderable Time, before you 
ſow it with Barley, the Conſequence is likely to be, 
that this Drefling of the Sheep will be waſhed away, 
the Ground plow heavy and Clung, the Treddles 
be buried, 'and then you cannot plow the Ground 
thin enough for Barley; for, unleſs you can plow ic 
thin enough, Sowing Barley, on one Plowing, will 
be to little Purpoſe ; becauſe then the Corn will 


have but little Benefit of ſuch Sheep dreſſing the 3 
_ Ground. | 3 | ES. hel 
1 = 1 know 
3 : „ riſhin 
CHAF, vet” = 

X 5 | arge 
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„ . | by 1 

F Preſerving Carrots for Winter and Spring WW this | 

Uſes. The longer a Carrot remains in Horſ 

its original Bed of Earth, the harder it grows, to thi 
and the more unfit for the Table; but, for Feeding Glouc 
Cattle with them, there does not require ſuch Ex- Carr 
actneſs of Time: However, whether Carrots are | Woulc 
{owed for the Table, or for Fattening Beaſts, it 1s of al 
commonly practiſed to draw them before, and about Grow 
Michaelmas, for Boarding. The Gardeners, who oe, 
live about Leighton and Brickill, in Bedſordſbire, Pole 
take this Method, to preſerve their Winter Carrots : Vrite 
They make a Trench in their W In $7 
loamy Ground, three Feet deep, fix Inches wi” me, | 


5 


at 


4 * * | 


4 
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at Bottom, and eighteen at Top, in what Length 
of the Earth is neceſſary 3 when the Trench is full 


enough, they cover with Mould, and leave a Ridge 
of the ſame over all the Cartots ; and thus they 
keep the Carrots ſound almoſt to Midſummer, 
Not but that there are other Seaſons for drawing 


Carrots for the Table, becauſe ſome Gardeners ſow 


the Seed at ſeveral Times, in order to enjoy young 
Crops of them accordingly ; but theſe Niceties are 
out of my Road, as I am here engaged in writing 


on Carrots for the Uſe of Cattle; and therefore 


ſhall proceed on that Account, as follows: But firſt I 
ſhould have obſerved, that others preſerve their 
Carrots in a Cellar, or other Place, by laying a 
Row of them on Sand ; and, when they are covered 
with Sand, they lay another Row, and ſo on. 


How a Perſon made fixty Pounds of one Acre of 


Carrots, and how beneficial theſe Roots may be em- 
plojed to a Farmers Profit. —- Carrots are well 


known to be one of the ſweeteſt and moſt nou- 


nſhing Roots that grows: And, as their common 
Sowing-Seaſon is in February, they ſeldom grow 
arger than they are after Auguſt; and therefore at 


fartheſt ſhould be drawn and hoarded, as I ſaid, 


by Michaelmas — and may be made Uſe of in 


tis Month, for Feeding and Fattening of Oxen, 


Horſes, Sheep, Swine, Rabbits, Sc. under Cover, 
lo the greateſt Advantage. A Perſon of Note, in 
Glaucefterſhire, ſaid he could fatten an Ox with 
Carrots as much in one Week, as common Mear 
ould do in four. Another made ſixty- odd Pounds 
of all his Carrots that grew on only one Acre of 
Ground, by ſelling thoſe that grew in one ſquare 
Pole, at the Price of eight Shillings, and ſo for every 


ole throughout the Acre. But what Iam going to 


Ie will ſeem a greater Wonder ſtil], and that is, 
n September laſt 1742, an honourable Perſon told 
me, that Mr. Biſhop, of Cirenceſter, made ſeveral 

1 | hundred 
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3B Of CARROT MW 6 
hundred Pounds (he faid five hundred) of Cat, i. 
bage-plants, and yet ſowed the Seed of them in 

February, after the great froſty Winter of 1540 
which killed moſt of the green Ware throughout 
the Kingdom; but he preſerved theſe, by having 
a very rich Soil, the beſt of Shelter, and a ſuperior 
Skill. IL. have ſeen a Jockey throw a'whole-Bunch 
of Carrots at a Time into a Manger, for Fattening 
a Horſe 3 and a ſufficient Quantity of theſe Roots 
will do it very ſuddenly. A Gentleman, in 1742, 
ſowed the Seed of Carrots all over one or more 
of his Ridge Vale-lands, in order to get a Crop of 
them, for feeding and fattening the great Numbers 
of Swine that he keeps; and therefore, for the fore- 
going Reaſons, - whoever can get a good Crop of 
Carrots, may aſſuredly make a very great Profit, 
not only by fattening Swine, but alſo for Feeding 
Breeding and Milch Sows with them; for these 
Roots will nouriſh much, and breed a great deal 


diy, ſv 
Creatur 
Home : 
delictou 


of Milk at the ſame Time in both Sows and Conn... 
And, as it now is a War- time, it may be depended %% 
on that Hogs will fell well; and, therefore, in ths br Fat 

| Month prepare your Ground for ſowing Carrots in pre of 
February, by trenching in Dung, and laying the i: very 
Land up in narrow Ridges. with the Spade in a ef: th 
Garden; but, if, in a Field, you deſign to ſow Car... I. 
| rots, then plow in Dung in this Month, according i; 0, 
to the Nature of your Soil, and it will hollow, and yr. r. 
help to ſweeten it; for this Root requires a, xp hit; 
and dry Soil, Sc. But of Carrots I intend to give ny be 
a very particular Account, when I write of their bumena 
Sowing in February ; for this Vegetable deſerwe f r ix W 
a nice Management; and, I do aſſure you, ther dis Br 
is a nice Management belonging to the right Order ad the 
ing of the Ground for it, and the Sowing of te rde S0. 
Seed afterwards, . | the 
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ch I fattening their Swine.— The Beginning of 
Ing WW 05-):r, we turn out our Swine to feed on Beech» 


naſte; for about Gaddeſden we have great Num- 
hers of theſe Trees growing on Commons, in our 
Woods, and in our Hedges. Under theſe Trees, 
the logs generally get Pork in a Maſte-Year, which 
{dom falls of being a plentiful ane, once in three 
Tears, or ſooner, And it is no Wonder, that Hogs 
thrive ſo well on this Feed, for it is certainly a moiſt 
ly, ſweet, nouriſhing Food, which tempts theſe 
Creatures to turn, as it were, wild, and ſtay from 
Home a Month, or more, together in Queſt of this 
delicious Fare; eſpecially the black Foreign Sort of 
Hogs, who will fat much ſooner- on it, than our 
Lib Breed, and become much finer Pork, either 
ir Eating freſh or Pickling. They are .theres 
fore of late preferred by moſt of our Nobility, and 
ir very profitable, where they have a Range, be- 
uſe they will live almoſt upon Graſs and Maſte g 
ay, I may ſay quite. In a certain Park in Kent, 
Is Owner let many of theſe hardy, wild Sort of 
Wine run with his Deer, and they improved greatly 
Fit; and, when they have got half Meat, they 
my be fatted on Pollard, or on Barley-meal, or 
Oatmeal, or on Peaſe, or on' Beans, in one Month, 
ix Weeks Time at furtheſt ; ſo that, by keeping 
lis Breed, the Charge of Meat is much ſaved, 
ad the Fleſh much better than the Engliſb Hog, 
eSow will alſo fat her Pigs ſooner and better 
the Engliſh Sort, by Selling for a larger Price 
wha, if their Colour is white, as many be, 
ave known Pigs, of a Foreign Sow, * 
| | wo 
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90 Of Beech-Maſte, Acorns, and Hog, 
5 ON Piece, when th 
Engliſb, of the ſame Age, fetched no more tha 

Eighteen-pence, more for their Fatneſs than thei 

Bigneſs. But there is a Difference in the Foreig 

Breed of Hogs, according to the Place they come 

from. At Gaddeſden, we have a ſmall China Breet 
which I can furniſh any Gentleman with, that 
thinks fit to be at the Charge of their Carriagt 
from hence. Maſte does Hogs moſt Good, whet 
it is ripe, as it is in this Month, and laſts til 
Chriſtmas, and after; and is ſo much valued a 
Gaddeſden, that our Copyhold-Court, by our Pre: 
ſentments at it, prohibits the Gathering the very 
HFulls of this Beech-maſte, before Lach- Day, leſt, | 
Sweeping up theſe for Fuel, the Women ſweer 
up the Kernels with them. — Sheep and Deer 
cat Beech-maſte like a Hog. Turkies and Heng 
will alſo fatten on them very ſuddenly. | 
O the Acorn, its Properties, in feeding Hogs. 
This is the Maſte of the Oak, and does great Ser 


r will 


vice where it is plenty in feeding of Swine, as they 
drop from Trees. The Acorn is cotemporary with 
the Beech-maſte, both being in great Perfection 


O#Zober, and in this Month. But, to this great 


Conveniency, there is an Inconveniency tacked ; 
for theſe Maſte, as they are commonly baſhed.down 


by Poles on Purpoſe, for the Hogs feeding early 
on them, their Unripeneſs, or Greenneſs, very 
often breeds the Garget in Swine ; for theſe, in this 
Condition eſpecially, are a great Stiptic, and 
ppiſon the Blood of theſe Creatures, by ſtop] 

I ſuppoſe, its Circulation, from whence a 
mation, or Swelling, enſues and is bred, 
ſometimes, if not cured, and is contagious, I have 
known great Numbers of Swine loſt by the Gary 

get, and therefore ſhall write the following Ke 
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O Beech-Maſte, Acorns, and Hogs; 91 
J prevent 4 Hog's Gargeting, by the Feed of 
$ech-Maſte, or Acorus. Some put Briony-Root 
Into the Waſh-Tub, and let it continue therein. 
I ſecond Receipt for it. — Others put Turmeric 
and ſweet Fennel- ſeed into a Waſh-Tub, and it will 
nſwer the ſame End. CE ns 
I third Receipt—Is reckoned a very good one; 
ind that is, to put as much Powder of common 
Antimony into their Meat three Times a Week, as 
will lie on Half a Crown; I mean the Peaſe, or 
Beans, or other Meat that is given to Hogs, ſhould 
have a little Water ſprinkled over them firſt, and 
then the Antimony ſhould be ſtrewed over it. 
4 fuurth May. It is the Practice of many to 
aher Acorns in a very plentiful Year of them, for 
koarding them up againſt a neceſſitous Time, for 
keding their Hogs at Home, when the Acorns are 
at up Abroad, In this Caſe, we are obliged to 
cure the Acorns of their auſtere Rawneſs, before we 
eve them to the Hogs, or elſe, they ſeldom fail of 
reding the Garget in them; To do this, we put 
1 Buſhel of them at a Time in a Tub, or Hole in 
tie Ground, and pour Piſs on them to make them 
ſpire, which, if they lie a Fortnight, they will do 
moſt a Finger*s Length; then, at the Fortnight's 
2nd, ſpread them thin, and begin to give them a 
{wat a Time, to each Hog, three Times a Day, 
but don't confine him; for, if you do confine the 
Hog in a Stye, under this Feed; he will never be 
at: Therefore, we let him have his Liberty. After 
me of our Labouring-men had given, in this Man- 
ter, fourteen Buſhels of Acorns to his Hog, he was 
lat oa Wonder, weighing twenty- ſeven Stone, and 
lvays ſuffered him to walk Abroad, with the addi- 
onal Food of ſome Waſh, and a few Grains. 
Others will lay ſeveral Buſhels of Acorns in one 
ap, and pour Piſs on them, and, as the Heap is 
de, the Acorns will heat the ſooner ; ſo that, in 
- 30 | four 
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four or five Days, they will be fit to give Hr. ct the 
and, when the 8 thus cured Lis T 
will never garget a Hg. 

A further Account of Beech-Maſte— Or take 1 comm 
Account of Maſte, or Seed, in this Manner: Thi 
moſt ſerviceable Vegetable grows in vaſt antite 7 
in Hertfordſvire, — eſpecially about Gaddeſilen, U 57's * 
Means of the great Numbers of Beech-Trees, tu E:vc! 
ſpontaneouſly grow, from the Nut, or Mafte, b 
their Fall from the Trees, or by being brought an 
left by Fowls, or Mice, or Squirrels ; fo that ther 
are but few of our Hedges, but what have ſome bat t 


” 


theſe Beechen-Frees growing in them, which, wil conce 


the many Woods we abound with, furniſhes u 
commonly, once in three Years, and ſometimes in 
fecond Year, with vaſt Quantities of this triangua For t 
Fruit, or Maſte, inſomuch, that Swine, in fo on 
plentiful Years, will wholly live upon it; and, Ml vith! 
fevere Froſts and Winds keep off, it continues fal and i 
ing till Chriſimas, and fats Hogs to that Degree, tha 
many kill them directly from the Maſte ; and th 
is a Winter Subſiſtence, in a great Meaſure, fc 
both Swine and Deer, even to Lady-Day ; and, i 

a particular Manner, is the Poor-man's great Friend 

becauſe it fats him a Pig or two, and, with ſo 
Help, a larger Hog, for pickled Pork, or Bac 
which keeps him from the Butcher's Shop, gre 
Part, if not all the Year. The Farmer allo, a 
his Family, is cheaply maintained by his Hog 
fatted with theſe Maſtes: For pickled Pork, an 
Bacon, is the main Diet of our Families, throug! 
out the Year : And our fatted Swine not only d 
this, but alſo help us to pay our Rents, by tt 
Sale of ſome of them every Maſte-Seaſon. But, {a * 17 
making them the cleaner Meat, our general Way 
s to give a thirty Stone Hog five Buſhels of Pei 
after they are taken from the Maſte, before we ki © 8. 
him, and more to a bigger; as well to clear Wy 


0 
of the oily Nature of the Beech-maſte, as to fac 
im for thick Pork, or Bacon, If the Maſte is ſo 
near that the Swine comes Home every Night, we 
xmmonly give them a Supper of Waſh, or other 


Food, but nothing in a Morning. . 
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iy Beech-Maſte is of great Service in Fatting all 
Sorts of young and old Swine, except a Sow with Pig, — 
Experience has often proved it, that, if a Sow with 
pig is kept on Beech-maſte, for any conſiderable 
Time, after ſhe is half gone with Pig, it will cauſe 
the Pigs to be hairleſs, and ſo ſmall and puny, 
that they will be hardly worth Rearing. Thi 1 
conceive, is owing to the ſulphureous Quality of 
the Oil in the Beech-kernel, which ſo heats the Pigs 
in the Belly of the Sow, as to cauſe the Misfortune: 
For this Reaſon, ſeveral obſerve to keep ſuch Sows 
from the Maſte, after they are gone two Months 
with Pig; for, after that Time, the Damage breeds 


and increaſes, if the Sow is fed on the ſame. 


* 
PTY — n W . 2 


C H AP. x. N 
Of Stubbles, 


F Wheat- Haulm, or Stubble, &c. Wheat 
haulm, or Stubble, is the chief Fuel of the 

Vale of Ayleſbury, where there is little other Sort to 
be had, which neceſſitates the'poor People to lay in 
a Winter-Stock of this. And: fo careful are they 
to obtain a Sufficiency of this, that there is hardly 
a Day-labourer, but what makes a Bargain, on his 
being engaged as a Month's-man, or, as we call it, 
a Harveſt-man, to have Leave in September, or 
ober, or in this Month, to ino and bag up, as 
the Term is, ſo many half Acre-lands of Haulm, 
or Stubble, for his Firing ; and alſo, that his 
aſter, the Farmer, with his Team bring it Home 
Ol | - mn 
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his Houſe. Now, the Cutting ſuch Haul 4 
Stubble, is not only of great Service to the poor 
 Labouring-man; but alſo to the Farmer, on this 
Account : If the Stubble was to remain uncut on 
the Ground till Bean-Seaſon, and then plowed in, 
it would cauſe the Horſe-bean Seed, to lie hollow, 
and not have that Benefit of the Earth, which i; 
neceſſary to nouriſh and bring forward a timely 
large Crop of them; for, in this Caſe, it would 
give the Sun and Air ſo much Room, as to enter 
the Earth, dry the Bean-roots, and cripple the 
Bean- crop. — About Higham, in Kent, they make 
uſe of a Sort of Harrow drawn on Wheels, for the 
Purpoſe of taking off their Stubble, by having their 
HFarrow- tines turned up like Cats-claws ; but this 
is chiefly uſed for their Peaſe-haulm, — In Vales, 
the Farmers, and others, have generally done Moy- 
ing and getting in their Wheat-haulm by Allbollen- 
tide; which is not only common Firing in many 
Parts of theſe barren Countries of Wood, but uſed 
alſo for drying Malt; and, when left high on the inf 
Ground, it is often made to thatch Houſes and _ 
Hovels with, and to litter Horſes, Cows, and other | "Ep 
Cattle, for increaſing Dunghills, and is much bet- T, 1 
ter uſed ſo, than to plow it into the Ground; for, Wl  < 
in low, wet Vale-grounds, if it is plowed in, it i Car 
(as I ſaid) apt to make their Earth too light, and Wl 
cauſe their Beans to fall down, the Stubble to hang Methe 
about the Share- point, drive up in Heaps, and be- a 
come a Lodgement and Neſts for Slugs, and other pence. 
Inſects. RR e Fad, 
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THE Benefit of Keeping Welch Sheep.—Sevye- 
ral in the Vale of Ayleſbury, and in other 
Parts, buy in ſmall Welch Sheep in laſt, or about 
the Beginning of this Month, which they meer 
with on the Dunſtable Road, in their Way to Fairs 
in the Southern Parts; and this they do, becauſe 
ſuch ſmall Sheep are of a very low Price, even four 
or five Shillings a-piece, and will carry Dung to 
the Fold as well as a bigger ; and, if a Rot ſhould 
happen, theſe will fat {ſooner than a bigger Sheep, 
and, if they have Meat enough, they will fetch 
their prime Coſt, tho? the Rot has begun in them; 
which to know, ſee my former Monthly Works, 
yhetein I have ſhewn the ſeveral Signs to know 
ſuch diſtempered Sheep by. But others object 
zainſt theſe, and refuſe them for a bigger Sort, 
becauſe they think theſe will not take a Rot fo 
bon, as a E nn oe eo En 
To know the Value of a Sheep by weighing it whole, _ 
-A Sheep, but no other Beaſt, will weigh double 
1s Carcaſe, when put into a Scale alive, by which 
hear Gueſs may be made of its Value, But this 
Method will not anſwer as to Bullocks, or Calves, 
becauſe the Skin of theſe is ſometimes worth T'wo- 
pence Halfpenny a Pound. * 
Fiddering Sheep, In this Month it ſometimes 
lappens, that we are obliged to fodder our Cattle 
Wn Hay, or Straw, For Sheep, our Racks are 
made ſixteen Feet long; three or four of which 
Fl ſerve a hundred, or more Weather-Sheep.. 
F-ftraw, of any Kind, is very agrecable to them. 
Next to this, Wheat-ſtraw deſerves the Character 
#a very hearty Fodder, eſpecially for its —_— 


Of Pole-Sheep.———The Pole, or Hornleſs Sheep, 
ire; for the moſt Part, kept in Oxfordſbire, Lieceſter- 
Fire, and Lincolnſhire, and ſome other Places, as 
teing the largeſt Sort, and proneſt to fat with the 
aft Meat, becauſe the Nouriſhment, that is em- 
ployed in the Growth of others Horns, is here 
red; ſo that the Body, or Carcaſs of a Pole- 
Sheep, will fatten the faſter with the fame Meat 
that a horned Sheep eats. But there is this Incon- 
reniency attending the keeping Pole-Sheep in in- 
coſed Fields: As they have no Horns, when they 
zrive at the Age of four or five Years old, there is 
ufdly any ſuch thing as keeping them ir an in- 
doſed Field, without the conſtant Attendance and 
Watching of a Shepherd, becauſe they will run 
their Head into a Hedge, and, if the Place is weak; 
they will force a Paſſage through 1t;.in Queſt of 
better Living, than they enjoy at preſent ; and 
tus, likewiſe, they will ſtraggle away, by leaping 
wer Stiles and Hurdles : Inſomuch that we are 
bmetimes forced to couple the oldeſt and ſubtleſt 
df them like Hounds; or yoak each other, by a 
dick hung croſs-wiſe to a Leather-Collar, hang+ 
nz under their Throat, near a Yard long. Or 
lick. pan them, as we call it, by tying a fore Leg 
ba hind Leg, with an Allowance for Length of 
ng, Or, when one of theſe Pole-Sheep is apt 
b ſtray from off a Common, we generally couple 
tto an old, ſtaunch, ſtrong Sheep, that will not 
aye the Flock, Hence it is, that the Misfortune 
nes, of their Caſting their Lambs; for, as the 
ole. Ewe ſtrains to get through a Hedge, it ſome- 
imes cauſes the Loſs of their Lambs. However, 
dis may be ſaid of them, that they are rare Fora- 
815, for, if they are kept ſhort of Meat, having no 
ons to hinder, they will make their Way (if poſ- 
ble) into better Feed; At this Time, I have but 
Lew of them left; _ will get rid of, as ſoon 
\ | ; E 
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98 Of the Management of Lamb, 
as I can : For, in ſhort, the Pole Breed are not » 7 

to be kept, but where a Shepherd conſtantly attenaMiur 5 
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TY OY Farmers bought in Lambs to mal 
Store-Sheep of them, and how one loft them 

while the other preſerved them, — The Managemen 
of Lambs, that are bought in, or bred to mak! 
Store-Sheep of, is of conſiderable Importance 
Therefore, I ſhall here write of two Caſes that har 
pened to two of my next Neighbours, relating 
thereto, One of them bought in forty Maſen 
Lambs, at about five Pounds a Score, with a De 
ſign to, winter them; and accordingly fed them it 
his Plowed-grounds and Meadows, till a deep Snon 
fell, which totally deprived them of any Grals 
This obliged the Owner to carry. them ſome Hay 
that he diſperſed under the Hedges, which the) 
eat, and did very well throughout the Winter 
But the other, that bought in the ſame Number 
had not ſuch Succeſs ; for, when Snows, fell, anc 
lay ſhallow, this Man carried them Hay in lik 
Manner, as the other did; but they would not ea 
it, becauſe they had Room enough by their Pawing 
to come at a little Graſs, which made them reful 
the Hay ; and thus they went on, till moſt of the! 
died by Hunger. This occaſioned him, afterward 
to alter his Management; and, in ſucceeding Year 
upon the Fall of Snow, he would bring his Storey 
Lambs into his Yard, and learn them to cat Ha 
after one of the Methods I am going to relate. 
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r for Store-Sheep, 99 
t ar 10 learn Store-Lambs 10 eat Hay, whereby 
end of their Lives may be preſerved, — Some 
Farmers, when they put their Lambs to Hay, will 
iſt 2 little of it together, and draw it croſs their 
Grinders, and then let them mumble it. 

4 ſecond May. — Others will learn Lambs to eat 
Hy, by putting a little, at the End of a Stick, 
deep into their Mouths ; and ſometimes they will, 
by one, or both theſe Methods, eat it like an old 


my be fed with Hay in Fields, or otherwiſe. 
4 third Way.— Others will put half a Dozen, 
r more, of old Sheep among the Lambs, to learn 
tiem at firſt to eat Hay. But this Sort of Trouble 
xover, when they are two Years old, for then they 
ll eat Hay faſt enough, and, perhaps, Straw. 
How a Farmer made about forty Pounds a Year by 
fatting Lambs. This Man lived near Weſt-Hyde, 
not far off Rickmanſworth, and commonly bought 
zhundred Dor/etfhire Ewes in, about Allhollantide, 
tat were full-mouthed, at fifteen Pounds a Score, 
wer Lambing, which he lambed; and, after he 
ad fed both Ewes and Lambs on Turneps, or 
ale, or on Graſs, by Eaſter he fold the Lambs 
it; and, in about ſix Weeks time, he fatted and 
bid the Ewes ; the Lambs for about ten Shillings 
Wiece, and the Ewes for their prime Coſt. By 
Mich he reckoned he got forty Pounds a Year, 
ad thought it turned to a better Account, than 
ukling Houſe-lambs, which, before this, was his 
onmon Practice. As to the Buſineſs of Suckling 
ouſe-lambs, I have given the largeſt Account of 
bf any Author beſides z as you may ſee in my 
Monthly Book for June, at Page 109. Of Folding 
Wy —In this Month, many fold their Sheep on 
bern Wheat, to great Advantage, where the 
"Sy lies dry. All this Month I folded on my 
Meat, 1742, A Rack of Hay, or Pea-ſtraw, here, 
| O 2 4s 


heep in four and twenty Hours, and then they 
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10 Of Knitting Rm. 

Night, to keep the Sheep in Heart, and do th 
Ground the more Good. Some put this Fodde 
looſe on the Ground, for Want of a Rack. 
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CHAP XIII. 
Df Knitting Rams. 


| F Knitting Rams, —— By this Time, th, 
\_# Ramming Seaſon is over; and therefore ſome 
are of Opinion, that it is the beſt Time to knit Ram 
Others ſay, at the Spring it is beſt done. There are 
two Ways of gelding Rams: Qne is done by claſp: 
ing the Cod with Irons, and ſearing it afterwards 
by common Gelders or Cutters. The other is per 
formed by the Farmer himſelf, thus: He gets: 
large well-waxed Shoemaker's End, and faſtens eac 
End of it to a Stick, about fix Inches long ; the 
he puts it in a ſingle common Knot over and above 
the Cod, and then, with one of the Sticks in caci 
Hand, he draws it up with all his Might; and, a 
the Thread is waxed, it will hold and not lip fro 
the gathered Knot ; ſo that the Lamb inſtantly loſe: 
all Feeling of the Cod, which becomes deadenedy 
by ſtopping all Circulation of Blood; and, if it i 
let to remain in this Paſture, the Cod will rot ol 
But one of my Neighbours proved it a wrong 
Way to let the Cod remain on ſo long as to ro 
off, for by this he loſt a Ram; becauſe, in the 
Time of rotting, the Cod ſtank to that Degree, 
killed the Sheep. The right Way therefore is, te 
cut off the Cod, at a Fortnight's End at fartheſt 
about an Inch below the String or waxed End, te 
prevent its Slipping off ; for, if that comes of 
there will be a Hole big enough for a Boy to puY 
is Hand in, and then it is a Chance but _ " 
| a = 1 168.— 
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lies, — It is beſt Knitting Rams in this Month, 
as I faid, or at the Spring; becauſe, if it is per- 


ſormed in Summer, the Flie is apt to take the 


pat. And, in Ramming- time, it will be worſe 
0:1, Whenever this Work is to be done, the 


cheep ſhould enjoy a full Feed, that he may be in 


Heart to undergo the Operation. One of my 
Neighbours having had a Ram knit, the Man did 


not draw the waxed End, or String, tight enough, 


which preſently bred an Inflammatien, and ſo 


felled the Part, that the Ram was in great Dan- 


ger of dying. Upon this the Owner cut the Cad 
of, and there ĩſſued out ſome corrupted Blood, and 
he was afraid the Beaſt would have bled to Death ; 


but, as it happened, the Blood congealed, and ſtop- 
ped the Bleeding; for it often happens, that Blood 


ſtops Blood, and the Sheep did well. Knitting, by 
me, is thought the beſt Way of Gelding, Others 


xe of Opinion, that Claſping is the beſt. Knit- | 


ting ſafely very much depends on the Strength of 
the Operator : Accordingly, I always take care to 
make Uſe of a Man that is ſtrong in his Arms for 
tis Purpoſe, and I have had good Succeſs, 


CHAP. XIV. 
_ Of the Management of Farmers Horſes, 
T HE excellent healthful Method that three 


Farmers take to feed their Plough and Cart 


Horſes Abroad. —— Now moſt of our Chilturn 
Farmers take their Horſes into the Stable, becauſe 
tie Seaſon is cold, and Graſs commonly ſhort, and 
keep them altogether in the ſame. Others refuſe 
o take them in the Stable at Alhollantide (which 


5 the general Time) or any other Time in this 


— if the Horſes can endure the Weather 
'roac, on Purpoſe to keep them in Health, and 
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102 Of Farmers Horſes. 
ſave Stable-Meat. Others will keep them in th. 
Stable every Night, and turn them out in the Day- 
Time for a Week, two, or three, if the Weather 
is mild, as aforeſaid. But the three Farmers I. am 

going to mention, I think, acted the beſt co. 
nomiſts of any I ever knew. Their Method wx 
this: They had open Hovels in their Farm-Yards 
erected in the Faſhion of a long Square, which ex. 
poſes three Parts of them to the Air ; but the 
fourth Part, before their Heads, is cloſed with 
Boards, and a Manger faſtened to them, Theſe 
Hovels being covered with Straw, Faggots, Fun, 
Broom, or Fern, or ſuch like cheap Stuff, ther 

Horſes were let looſe all the Winter, to range, at 
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Pleaſure, about the Farm- Yard, and thus at Li. 


berty to chuſe, or refuſe, their Straw, or Hay, at 
Pleaſure. And when Oats, or other Corn, or 
Chaff, or Grains, are to be given them, the Manger 
is always ready for the Horſes eating their Meat in 
a dry Condition. - This excellent Manage- 
ment keeps the Horſes from catching Cold, — 
prevents foundered Feet, keeps their Heels from 
ſwelling, gives them a long Wind, creates an Ap- 
petite, and preſerves them in Health. Thus three 
ſeveral Farmers, who lived very near together, or- 


ſuch H 
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reſt uf 
Legs, 
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dered their Horſes, and had the beſt Succeſs from 
this Sort of Management of all others; for it b 
certain, that the cloſe Confinement of Horſes, in a 
Stable, is a Sort of Priſon to them, and is ac. 
cordingly thought ſo, by ſeveral of the greateſt 


tandin 
in ſuch 
the H 
that h. 


. 
— — 


——— = re one — — 
2 x 


ne Tet — 


Farmers living between St. Albans and the Town 
of Heriford, who ſtrictly obſerve to keep theit 
Horſes out in Winter, in a Yard, on Purpoſe to 
go in or out at Pleaſure of a Hovel, or Half-houſe, 


could : 
aothe 
Winte 
u Beg 
Pound 


under which, they are well-littered, and the fame 
in the Yard, for the making more Dung. Tis 
Method is the moſt likely to prevent, or cure, the 


Greaſe, or Scratches, in Horſes, with à little _ 
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wand Aſſiſtance, eſpecially, if they have Room e- 
nough allowed them; for then they will enjoy 
in Exerciſe; which will become a Sort of 
Remedy, to promote the Circulation of the Juices, 
Yet, I am ſenſible, that ſome Farmers will make 
n Objection to this, and ſay, they will, by letting 
Horſes range at great Liberty, loſe their Dung, 
But this I deny, where Horſes are confined in no 
rreater Room than a large Yard; for here one 
Load of Straw will nearly make ten Loads of 
Dung. Indeed, where Horſes are confined in an 
tire Field of Graſs, then J muſt needs ſay, their 
Pla is good. However, the Loſs of ſuch their 
Dung may be well compenſated, even here, if 
fuch Horſes are troubled with Scratches, or greaſy 
Heels, and are ſuffered to range all the Winter a- 
nong a plentiful Bite of Graſs, Weeds, Ruſhes, 
or ſuch like; becauſe the Dews and Wets, which 
reſt upon them, will, by falling on the Horſes 
Legs, ſo cool and eaſe the Inflammation and Heat, 
tat I have known a Horſe cured of extraordinary 
foul Heels, by this Way of keeping him, without 
my other Application; and yet he worked in the 
Day-time, as uſual. A neighbouring Farmer 
v me bought a goodly Horſe, in Appearance, at, 
| think, about ten Pounds Price; and, notwith- 
landing his Youth, the Greaſe fell into his Heels, 
n ſuch Plenty, that, while he ſtood in the Stable, 
tie Humour and Swelling increaſed, inſomuch 
tat he was reſolved to ſell him, as ſoon as he 
ould; and to fit him for Sale, he turned him and 
Wther into an Orchard, where he fed them all the 
Winter, and at St. Paul's Fair, held at Leighton, 
n Bedfordſvire, he ſold him, I think, for eleven 
Pounds, on the 2 zth Day of January, 1741. 
lis leads me obſerve, what Dr. Bracken ſays of 

ls Diſtemper, at Page 171, in his ſecond Vo- 
me, on account of a Saddle-Horſe. A 
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104 Of Farmers Horſes? 4 
Dr. Bracken's Directions to a Groom, for pi J. 
venting Scratches, or Greaſe, in a Horſe. e 

Groom, ſays he, ſhould never rub a Horſe's Legy dope 


Ca 1 + 
>. 
gs 

„ N 


but he ſhould feel with his Fingers, whether the 


Horſe's Heels be clear of Scabs, &c.'for Lazinet "np 
and Slothfulneſs are the Cauſe of moſt cutanecu lean, 
Diſtempers. In fine (ſays he) I am of Opinion, . 


I can cure the Scratches, or Greaſe; without gi Nett t. 
ving an Ounce of Phyſic inwardly; and this M Currie 
turning the Horſe out at proper Times, even in is w 
Winter-weather, provided he is well covered A wei 
over, excepting the Legs. So, pray, what Oce bing 
ſion is there for Purge upon Purge, till the Hort te 
is nearly purged out of his Life for the Cure of ii um 
Greaſe; ſeeing a little good Management, with rl p 
out any inward Medicine, will effect it ſafeh nate 
Therefore, Reader; take Notice of this wholſome bd h. 
Precept, viz. If ever your Horſe is greaſed, o tf f 
has the Scratches in the Stable, it is for Want of 07 
large Stall, or elſe for Want of Judgment and ther: 4. 
Application of it in your Groom. And altho* Town Vinte: 
there are ſome gummy-legged Horſes very apt nd in 
the Greaſe and Scratches; yet ſtill, in my Thought n-E 
theſe Diſtempers may be prevented, provided th nis {pl 
Groom be not lazy, and fonder of his Bottle tha ud gi 
he ought to be. Sometimes it happens, that thing, 
Scratches are fo very painful to a Horſe, that theyMſſtrics, 
cauſe great Heat and Inflammation about the Fetch. 
lock-joint, and a little higher. In this Caſe, in ciuff) 
deed, the Groom may rub the Legs too much, and de ti 
make the Inflammation increaſe ; therefore mode b if 
rate Rubbing, warm Waſhing, proper Oint kus, 
ment, and a large Stall, with clean Bedding, and tle wou 
a great deal of it, are moſt likely to effect a Cute Mz 
when the Inclemency of the Weather forbids tur. ber io 
ing the Horſe out in the Day-time, —— Th „ Ikn 
Ointments are as follow, viz. | i Brar 
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I Ointment to cure the-Scratches in a Horſe — 
ie common white Ointment, ſays he, of the 


LegsWtops is a good Thing to cool and eaſe the 


er theKcratches ; and the Method of uſing it is, to rub 
zinelaﬀt on with one's Finger, when the Heels are waſhed 


neoue|can, and wiped dry. 


ut gi et to keep the Heels ſoftened and ſupple, with 
us by carriers Dribbling, made of Oil and Tallow ; for 


ere it as well as it does Leather; and it is the only 
C rbing to hinder Scratches, by uſing it often be- 
Tore bre Exerciſe, and waſhing the Heels with 
fte am Water, when the Horſe comes in. This 
with rl prevent ſo painful a Diſorder, that the 
atches often occaſion, as to cauſe a Horſe to 
ſome: his Appetite, and go exceeding lame and 
if, for ſome Time after ſetting out. = 
Of feeding Cart and Plough-Horſes in a Stable, be- 
the e and after Plowing, or Carting, — In 
Winter our Horſe-keepers get up at five o Clock, 
pt ad in Summer at four, to bait their Plough, or 
Grt-Horſes in the following Manner: Firſt, Some 
th nr ſplit Beans, Bran, Oats, and Chaff together, 
ad give it a little at Time; and, while they are 


florſes. Secondly, others give only Oats, Bran, 
Fer Chaff, becauſe, Long-Bran being ſomewhat of 


nM ciaffy Nature, but ſweeter and heartier, it will 
ande ue the Horſes to lick up the Chaff the better; 
ode r if they were to be fed with only Peaſe, or flit 


beans, or with Oats among Chaff alone, the Cat- 
and le would daintily toſs the Chaff up at the End of 
ure: Manger, blow on it, and not eat their Meat 
un "ir fo well, as when Bran is mixed with it. Third- 
Th know a great Farmer that always makes Uſe 
0 Bran throughout the Vear, becauſe he thinks 
t faves Corn, and makes the Meat the more agree- 

1 „ able. 


A Second. — If the Scratches are dry, it is 


en Mis will keep. the Hide from cracking, and pre- 
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ating, the Horſe-keeper curries and dreſſes the 
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166 . Of Farmers Hort, 
able. Fourthly, Some give half a Peck of Ou 
each Horſe, for a Bait in a Morning, befor 
goes to Plough or Cart, and the like in the Aſie 
noon 3 others give more. Some bait their Hork 


d Pp! 
oft tl 
Mille 
ſup! 


all the Afternoon, till they can eat no more Mu 777 
ger-Meat. Others take this Method, to mal 52 
them feed the better: After they have baited Wunting 
little while in the Afternoon, they give them ather, 
little Hay, and then water them, which will ca rough 
them to cat their Meat with a good Appetir d the 
and the better, by giving them it at an Ipſen Mis o. 
a Time, of Oats with ſifted Chaff, Sc. And ort; 
a right Horſe-keeper will make above twenty fe, wl 
thirty ſeveral Servings of one Peck of Oats, M iched 
other Meat with it, in one Day, to each Horſe; aMi.,c-b 
at Night, after they have been taken from Gr; t, 
to live altogether in the Stable, till Chriſtmas ; a reat F 
then does the ſame with Pea, or Bean-ſtraw, e Fir 
| Lent Seed-time, when he begins to give th tg to 
Hay; which leads me to obſerve, how abſurd tte f 
filly ſome Farmers are, to ſpoil and kill their Cat eport 
for Want of ſufficient Food, and good Mang er's 
—_— : FO £3 rde, 
How a Farmer ſpoiled a young Horſe, for , Con 
of Food enough, and good Management. —— [euer 
Farmer, I am now writing of, I know very ve nably 
who, keeping but two Horſes, bought one of tie H 


I think, for five or ſix Pounds, at about fix Yea 
old, in a good Condition, as to his Fleſh; b 
before he had him quite twelve Months, he | 
away to that Degree, for Want of Meat enough, 


good Looking after, that they were forced to l 0 
him up by the Tail, to make him ſtand to fe f 
However, a Miller, finding the Horſe had Tout In 
on his Side, bought him; and, in leſs than à Yea wtting 

Time, the Horſe throve to that Degree, b) Would b 
full and good Keeping, that he was worth F nces, o 
Pounds, being fourteen Hands and, a Half us x Piſmi 


— 


ſupplying London with Flour. + 


rough ; for Want of which they ſometimes died, 


his old Fellow had a Cow, that had been kept 
ort; and was ſo very poor, that ſhe could not 


itched ſo, to diſenchant her, he takes a long 


o it, and corked it up very cloſe, and made a 
reat Fire, and ſet the Bottle upon it, and blowed 
ke Fire very fiercely, and expected the Enchan- 
res to come, yet none appeared. At laſt, the 


port bigger than a Muſquet, and cut the Witche 
Inder's Noſe half off, and mortified his Face to 
it Degree, that he looks very frightful. Afﬀrex 
Is Conjuration, he lay for dead after he had re- 
ared the Shots, and ſcared his Family moſt abo- 
ninably. I have another Relation of. Starv- 
ga Hog, but J have not Room here. 


en xv. - 
Of Banking Meadow- Grounds. 


F Banking or Cutting up Ant-Hills, ——— 
In this Month all Manner of Banking, or 


"ould be performed, as being ſo many Excreſ- 
— or ſuperfluous Earths, raiſed at firſt by Ants, 
Plmires, or Moles, which do great Damage to 


1 — 


Of Banking Meadow-Grounds, 107 
4 proved as bold a Horſe, for the Saddle, a8 
oſt that travelled from Hempſtead t6 London with 
Miller on his Back, for here many uſe the Trade 


Hao 4 Farmer ſtarved his Cow, and thought i. 
afoned by Witch-Craft. —— At Begden, near 
Wntingdon, lived one S— Lx, an old Penny- 
ther, that would not allow his Cattle Meat 


d then he thought them inchanted, or bewitched: 
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ie, when laid down, and he ſaid ſhe was be- 


done-bottle, and puts ſome of the Cow's Stale 


tle few in Pieces with the Heat, and gave a 
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Utting up Ant-Hills from off Meadow-grounds, 
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all Meadow or Graſs-grounds 4 and, the more, a 


their Numbers are greater. Now this Work may tte 
be performed by three ſeveral Inſtruments; as the WY Hi. 
_ Plough, the Half-round Shovel, or with the Spade. the 
_ Firſt, by the Plough, as being the Capital Inf MW Ne. 

ment for this Buſineſs; by reaſon it performs ini it 
Work cleverly, and with ſuch Expedition, that Val 
| will diſcharge and cut up more Banks, or Hills, i i 
, one Day, than twenty Men can do; and this by — 
; only the Help of two Horſes a- breaſt, a Plough and 
{ man, and a Driver. The Dimenſions of miu for, 
. are as follows: The Width between its two Side cut 
ö is three Feet ſeven Inches. Its two Sides are eac int 
6 of them three Feet fx Inches in Length. I vid 
by four upright Standards are one Feet each in Height Inc] 
} Its two Handles, five Feet fix Inches long each. mol 
4 To its two Sides, that are made a little round he 
* is fixed a Cutting-knife, about three Foot ng and 
iq in the Shape of a roundiſh Cheeſe-knife, which, oi «irc 
5 the Horſes draw it along, cuts through an Ant- H the 
A at once, and leaves the Ground perfectly lere Its | 
And, where there is Occaſion to raiſe or lower th bro 
. Olutting- knife, it is done by heaving up, or pullin ra 
i* down the Handles of this Plough, Thus it may = 
"* be drawn without any Hindrance, or Stopping 4 
„ where the Ant- Hills ſtand thin, But, in caſe ws | -n 
4 ſtand ſo very thick, that the Horſes cannot go 0 K 

1 without treading on the Mole, or Ant- Is Or 
:of then there muſt be another Sort of Ploigh mad 5 
I Uſe of; and that is, the common Fool. Plbugb, . 
* we call it; but it muſt be worked here without g , 
1 Foot on; for, as this is to be drawn by Hor — 1 
= Length, they will much eaſier go over the Hi eos 
«1 than two Horſes a-breaſt, that have a three 0 — 
1 wide Cutting-knife to draw after them; anc 8 
5 when the Foot-Plough is thus drawn by £ * "ul 
Length, its narrow Share and Side-board fa 


Of Banking Meadow-Grounds. 109 
Pace. This made a topping Ploughman take both 
-heſe Ploughs into a Field, for clearing it of Ant- 
Hills; ſo that, where one will not do the Work, 
the other may. But to deſcribe this Ant-Hill, or 
Newmarket-Plough, I ſhall give a Deſcription of 
it, as I wrote and publiſhed it in my Chilzurn and 
Vale-Farming-Book, Page 323, viz. Sf 
I Deſcription of the Banking or Ant- Hill Plough. 
lt was ſent from Newmarket into our Parts, 
and therefore is to us a new Plough, being ſent 
for, by a Gentleman of Hertfordſhire, to plow or 
cut up his Ant-Hills, or Mole-Banks : It is made 
in the ſame Manner our Harrow-Slides are, whoſe 
Sides of Oak or Aſh are three Feet long, ſix 
Inches thick, and three Feet wide; a little 
more forward than the Center, is an Iron, ſome- 
what above two Feet long, four Inches broad, 
and about four Inches crooked; or winding in a 
circular Manner. This, at each End, comes under 
the Sides of the Plough, and is keyed up; ſo that 
its flat Edge lies a-croſs, almoſt even with the 
Ground. The fore End has two iron Staples fixed 
that the Horſes are faſtened to. The hind Part 
has two Handles, for the Plough-man to guide 1t 
by; and as it is drawn near a Mole, or Ant-Hill 
| Bank, he bears it up, which a little lowers the 
Share for cutting through the Bottom of the Bank 
or Hill, But, in the Place where this Plough was 
intended for Service, it would not anſwer ; becauſe 
the Banks or Hills were too large and too thick, 
o that the Plough-man invented a Method ac- 
cordingly; and that was, by fixing a Fin of Iron 
a Foot and a Half long to the Foot-ſhare fixed in 
the Foot-plough 3 which did it effectually, by 
drawing this Plough backwards and forwards, as 
tney do in Broad-land Plowing. As ſoon as the 
Plowing was over, Men with Forks put the Turf 
of theſe Hills together, and laid them in ſeveral 
- | Heaps, 
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110 Of Banking Meadow-Grounds,* 
Heaps, and, in about nine Months Time, they tor, 


red, were ſpread about, and then a Gate or Hur. 
dle was drawn with Buſhes, that diſperſed the 
Turf and Mould, all over the Meadow, to the 
great Enriching and Thickening of the Ground. 
But there is another Way of cutting up Ant-Hill 


by the Iron-plated Shovel, or Spade. 


How Ant-Hills are cut up by the Iron-plated Shy. 
del. — This Shovel is made with a thin Iron. 
plate, in the Form of a Cheeſe-knife, except a Sort 
of a Point in the Middle of its bottom Part: In a 


Socket of this, a wooden Handle is fixed, by the 


Help of which, a Man cuts and parts the Turf of 
an Ant-Hill in four Pieces, which he throws back 
to come at the Core of Earth, that with this Sho- 
vel he takes out, and throws about the adjacent 
Graſs-Ground ; then he turns down the Flaps of 
Turf, and it is hardly perceived, where he had cut 
the Graſs-Ground ; and, when the Field is thus 


cleared of Ant-Hills, we either throw, or beat the 


Mould about with Bandies. Or it may be laid in 
a Heap, and mixed with Dung, to lie and rot al 
the Winter, and kill the Piſmires. Or this Work 


may be done with a common Spade, though not 


ſo well as with the Banking-Iron, or Shovel, where 
a Perſon has no other, And thus the Piſmires, or 
Ants, will many of them be deſtroyed, but not 
all; for, though the Water enter and lodge in 


theſe Holes under the Turf, yet many of the Ants 
will live, and breed again, ſo as to raiſe new Hills, 


that will want the ſame Work in fix or ſeven 
Years again, Others will only pare off the Ant- 
Hills ſmooth with the common Level of the 
Ground, and ſtrew ſome Clover, or other Grals 
ſeeds, on the ſame bare Place; and, in one Year, 
there will be as much Graſs as ever on it, which 


leads me to conſider the Nature'of burning the 


Turf or pared-off Ant-Hills into Aſhes. - Wh 
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/ Banking Meadow-Grounds. 15 

Viy Burning of Ant- hills into Aßbes is @ wrong 

Method —Here I muſt take Leave to obſerve, that. 

whoever adviſes to uſe only one Sort of Manage- 

ment about Mole, or Ant-hills, is not of my Mind, 

or I write from Experience, as having cut up 

many Ant-hills, in the foregoing Manner; and 

notwithſtanding what has been ſaid, about Burn- 

ing them into Aſhes, I will here ſhew how perni- 

cious one general Rule is in. this Affair. Firſt ' 

then, I will account for the not Burning them.— 

In the Vale of Ayleſbury, that begins about three 

Miles diſtant from my Houſe, their Land is a Mix- 

ture of black or bluiſh Clay mixed with a black 

loam, free of Stones; and that has deſervedly the 

Name of a rich, marly Earth. In this Soil, a Gen- 

ſeman has a Meadow, containing more than a hun- 

dred Acres, which was over-run with great and 

many Ant, or Mole-hills, and ſuffered ſo to be, by 

the Miſtake of an old erroneous Notion that his 

Forefathers entertained, that, where theſe were, 

there was the more Graſs, without conſidering, 

that the Tops of theſe Hills, in dry Summers, 

vere generally bald and barren, by being burnt _ 

w; 1 mean the little Graſs that grew on them, 

vas ſcorched up: So that there would be only ſome 

Graſs about their Bottoms, that the Hills ſhaded, and 

a {mall Matter on their Sides. But the preſent Owner 

lad more Wit, than to let ſuch Extuberances re- 

man in their old Condition. Accordingly, he cut 

them down with a Fin of Iron, faſtened on the 

dare of a Foot-plough, as before ; and then Fork- 

men followed, and put all they could get up into 

many Heaps, to lie and rot all the Winter; and 

hen the Weather and Time had ſhortened their 

Subſtances, in the following Spring-ſeaſon, they 

Vere thrown about and ſpread over the Meadow. 

Now, [ do aver, that this Method is far better 

than Burning them; and that, becauſe the on 
: "4 : 
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this Vale Meadow- ground, bu n age 
of the Graſs-crops : Whereas, had theſe been bun 


I will, in the next Place, ſhew, that, Burning the 


their Ant- hills: They get a large wooden Beet 
by this, they cruſh the Ant- eggs, ſpoil them fronſf 


of the Vale-meadow, I have been juſt writing 0 


diſtant from it, in the hilly, or Chilturn Country 
Here his Mole, or Ant-hills, conſiſted of a reddiſh 


he had cut up with the Iron-plated Shovel, 


little Faggot-wood for a Foundation, and on moi 
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of theſe Ant-hills, ſo managed, not only thi * 
Dreſſing, or Manure, to the great Improver 


to Aſhes, they would, I muſt Own, have Pro) 
very fertile for ſome few Crops, but would not au 
ſwer the two great Ends of Dreſſing the Graf 
ground for many Years, and at the ſame Time, b 
adding a Thickneſs to the thin Surface of thi 
ſpringy, wet Soil, keep it drier and firmer than 
85 was. However, notwithſtanding what 
have here wrote of not Burning Ant, or Mole- bill 
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that A 


Hills may be done to a great Improvement, But 
before I proceed to this, I have to obſerve, tha 
ſome of the Vale-men take this Method to deſtro 


and beat down the ſmaller Hills flat, believing tha 


Breeding and harden their Tops, ſo as to preven 
the Riſing of the Ant-hill again, for ſome Years. 
| How Ant, or Mole-hills, may be burnt to a pris 
Improvement. — The very ſame Gentleman, Owne 


is alſo Owner of Meadow-ground, about fix Mik 


clayey Nature, with ſome Mixture of Loam, tha 


Spade, and carried to one great Heap, where tn 
lay till May, or Zune, and then he burnt all in ont 
Heap into Aſhes, thus: He firſt begun to lay Y 


of that he laid on ſome intire Loam or Turk, anc 
on that, ſome of the Ant-hill Earth; then he bei 
gan to light his Fire, and, as it burnt, he put o 
more, till he increaſed the Heap to a very great 
Bulk, which to do in the beſt Manner, ery 
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Im continued laying on the Ant-hi | 57 
fully, as to keep in the „ ſo 
had burſted out, it would have done but 3 
&rvice, Thus, when all was aaa ut little 
to Aſhes, he laid them on his Mead calcined 
ut they did not anſwer his Expe 1 | 
zoreat deal of this. reddiſh clayey ee becauſe - 
fer Firtng, in the hard Body of man TOI 
it like Bis of Brickbats, which he w 3 
ſerwards to collect and carry e dee 
ud a Subſtance for the Weather t - Pe racy too 
joves, that Burning Clay in a Heap, in : : This 
field, is not ſo good a Way as = th » the open 
camp; and ther efore a late Author, in 15 Tre 0 
For Improving Clay-Grounds, is certain bfo⸗ | 
hicly right, in his Publication of a Mechodl hay ol 
ag * * e REI in a 8 
3 IS Method, 1 CEP 
tore Salts, than when | 0 gs, 1 
* a D Aſh, or Powder. . New ——_— 
Cay Ant-hills were burnt to Aſhes, and J 
# thoſe in the Vale were, I think , and not ſerved 
an; and e ee, On wants no Expla- 
kat Account 1 bur 1 abies ic no more to ſay on 
5 L 1. t one | 

pony 4 Huſbandry, to mn (the — 
1 SCld y) to Aſhes, for M 6 * 5 
raps or P lowed-ground, on 
* e dug without any Damage. I confeſs, I h — 
He ſeyeral Loads of red Clay into Aſh , 
=; in the Field, but never in a Clamp, b. : — 
E of Clay did not make it As 5 
ml. = N was only what I had dug out — 
3 nd now, if any Gentleman thinks fit . 
= e of theſe Ploughs, that I havedeſcribed for 
Mn, Ant, or Mole-hills, there lives, on G - 
Perfect; reen, a Wheeler, who makes the . _ | 
f <CUON, at the Price of . nem in great | 
all of it, both Wood and Iron, and 3 ; 

| 1 ; , and which may 
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be ſent to any Part of Great Britain, &c. if an 0 ood: 
der is ſent to me, and Money for the ſame. Wa” 
O the Nature of Clay Aſhes, and when and whe be fan 
zo ſow them for doing the moſt Good. — It is not onl hich 
to burn Clay into Aſhes, but their beſt Applicatio Mead 
is alſo to be endeavoured. It is certain, that cli” W 

| Saltsof all Aſhes whatſoeverare a moſt powerful End" be 
my to the Breed, and Damage of all Inſects: And Aſhes, 
therefore, it is obſerved by ſeveral Authors, th Mos 
are good to ſow over Turnep- ground, c. to p in 
vent the Fly and Slug, and ſo they are. But Ci Aſhes 
| aſhes are not an infallible Remedy; for, by gra nd 15 
and continued Rains, their Salts will be waer nt 
away into the Earth, ſo as to make them loſe thei" A 
Efficacy in keeping off Inſects: However, they" © 
are very valuable, as they ſerve to nouriſh the Tur Nay 1 
nep-crop. And, for doing that, theſe and all othe d 
Aſhes ought to be ſown on the Top of the young alt, 
Turneps, as ſoon as they appear in their firſt gree . 


contain ſixty ſingle Buſnels. But T inſiſt on 1 
that neither theſe Clay-aſhes, Lime, nor Tobacco 


Rains for this Purpoſe ; nor do I know but of one 


cout of a Seed · cott over them in the Spring-time, 


Grafs, and kill or prevent the Damage of t 


Leaf; and then two Cart- loads of them will be bet 
ter ſown than one on each Acre, both of which wil 
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duſt, will aſſuredly prevent the Inſect, Wecauſe thei 
powdered Natures may be rendered ineffectual b 


Thing that will certainly do this, and not datnage 
the Turnep, which I intend to diſcover, when 

think it a proper Time. Clay-aſhes is alſo a mou 
powerful Nouriſhment to all Wheat, Oats, Barley, 
Peaſe, and Beans, if ſtrewed or ſowed by the Hand 


to the Quantity of three Cart- loads on one Acte, 

and the ſame Quantity. on every Acre of Meadow 

ground ; then it will prevent the Growth of Mols, 

bring up the Honeyſuckle, kill all pens + 555 
e 


or Cankerworm. I have ſown five Carr ene on 
| „ | bod 


/ Banking Meadow-Grounds, 115 
W.od-aſhes on one Acre of Meadow, and found 
lem not too much, provided they are ſowed on 
Game, in December, or in January at fartheſt ; 
wich is alſo the Time for Sowing Clay-afhes on 
Meadow-ground. And, if ſuch a Ground is over- 
un with Moſs, four or five Inches in Heighth, it 
vil be eaten or burnt off by repeated Dreſſings of 
Aſhes, as L have been an Eye-witneſs of; and where 
Wok has got Poſſeſſion of Meadow-land, it cer- 
tinly concerns the Owner to get it eaten off by 
Aſhes with all Expedition, becauſe this has Roots, 
nd is nouriſhed by the Earth, to the Impoveriſh- 
nent of the Graſs. I knew a Meadow of near 
ne Acres, that was ſo over-run with Moſs, that 
t returned the Owner but half one Cart-load of 
Ay in all one Summer; when, if it had been in 
god Order, it would have yielded ten Loads at 
ant, as it has done, ſince it has been cured of this 
MT ituctive Weed; for this was an Upland Meadow 
«an extraordinary rich Soil. 

Of the great Damage Ant-hills do to Meadow- 
und, It is but about twenty Years ſince, that 
tte general Part of Gentlemen and Farmers, in 
bukingham and Hertfordſhires, took upon them to 
tliroy Ant. hills; becauſe, as I ſaid before, they 
were under the filly Notion of their increaſing 
bnſsin feeding Meadow-ground. But, now, the 
greateſt Part of them have, diſcovered their Miſ- 
dle, as appears by their diligent extirpating theſe 
xmicious Hills out of their Fields, that IJ have ſeen 
b thick in ſome, that it was difficult for a Perſon 
v walk free of them. In my ſeveral Years Tra- 
ls, I have often beheld theſe Hills with an Eye of 
Pity, and have made bold to declare the ill Huſ- 
andry of their Owners ; for, I muſt confeſs, it 
noed me into paſſionate Expreſſions, at the Sight 
c them, when 1 thought how deſtructive theſe, 
u Weeds, have been not only to the Tenant- 


Q 2 Farmer, 
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Farmer, but to many others; for theſe'certainty 
prevent thoſe good Crops of Graſs and Hay, which 


would have grown under better Management, t 


the Benefit of Buyers in the Lowneſs of their Price 
A Gentleman, that I helped to the Purchaſe of: 
large Vale-Farm, did, about fifteen Tears fince 


after a great many Arguments, perſuade his Te. 
nant to pare off many Ant-hills that grew in his 
Mowing-ground, and at the ſame Time to take in 
ſome Graſs-ſeeds in their Place; which, in a lit 
Time, brought all the Field into a levelled even 
Surface, But his Landlord could not prevail with 


him to act the like good Huſbandman, in his Feed. 


ing Graſs-ground; becauſe, here, the Ant. hils 
(though big enough to fill a Buſhel) did not hin- 
der the Scythe. However, as it happened, the Ie. 
nant broke afterwards, and, in the Year 1739, the 
Gentleman was therefore obliged to take the Fam 
into his own Hands; and one of the firſt Things 
he did, was the cutting up thoſe Ant-hills his Te- 
nant left behind, which he had carried off the 
Ground, and laid in one Heap with ſome Dung, to 


lie and rot, for Dreſſing his Wheat-land with the] 


fame; and-it fully anſwered his Purpoſe, for he 
got the more Graſs and Corn by the Aﬀtion.— 
And now I hope, that this my Account, of the 
Damage Ant-hills do to Meadows, will prove a 
ſufficient Conviction to thoſe of my Readers, who 
have ſuch Ant-hills ſtanding in their Fields, as to 


incite them forthwith to cut and carry them away, | 


and ſow Clover, Trefoil, or Ray-graſs Seeds on the 
bare Spot of Ground they grew on; that not only 
they, and others, in their Caſe, but the _ 
in general may reap the Benefit of ſuch good Hut- 


| bandry, which will then anſwer my Wiſhes; for. my 
Aim is, and always ſhall be, to uſe my beſt . 
vours, to improve my Country to the utmoſt o 
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| Of Planting Trees, G. 117 
ned with that Succeſs, as may not a little con- 
whute to this great End, that our happy Climate 
may become rather a Granary for ſupplying our 
Kiohbours with Corn, Sc. than oblige us to pray 
ad pay for the ſame to them. il v6 


a 


CHAP. XVI. 
Of Planting Trees, &c. 


— 


HE right Time of Planting Trees. — October is 

| the beſt Month in the Year for 

Panting and Tranſplanting moſt Sorts of Trees; 

nd therefore L ſhould have wrote on them in laſt | 
Month; but, for Want of Room, I was obliged to 
poſtpone it till this. By planting a Tree ſo early 
i in OFober, the Roots have an Opportunity of 
ting a little Growth before Winter, or, at leaſt, 
to ſtrixe themſelves into the Earth a little, ſo as to 
be ſecure againſt the Severity of Froſts; and, on 
this Account, I believe I may ſay, a Tree planted in 
tie Beginning of October, if the Seaſon is fayour- 
ble, will get a Year forwarder in its Growth, than 
one planted in February, or March; which is no 
mall Advantage to an eager Planter, who hopes to 
eoy the Fruit of his Expence and Labour in a 
ltte Time: And, indeed, herein lies the chief 
art of a Planter, to plant ſo that he may have a 
quick Return; for, as Man's Life is but ſhort, in 
Compariſon of a Tree's, it behoves him to prevent 
tie uſual Diſcouragement as much as in him lies, 
"— Of Planting for another to enjoy.— It is true, 
that Planting may be carried on, if the Weather is 
open from Michaelmas, to the Time Trees begin to 
bud in the Spring. But Neceſſity is better pre- 
Fnted, than remedied 3 not, but that there may 
uppen ſome particular Caſes, which may oblige 
| | | a Perſon 
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118 Of Planting Trees, G. 
à Perſan to tranſplant Trees even in Summer- time: 
as when he is forced to remove them in that $ez. 
ſon, or muſt deſtroy his Fruit- Trees, if he cannot 
carry them away, and tranſplant them fafely in 
another Place; which very likely would anſwer 
better than what one of my Neighbours. did, who, 
being poſſeſſed of » Houſe and large Orchard by 
Apron-ſtring-hold, felled almoſt all his Fruit- Trees 
becauſe he every Day expected the Death of his 
fick Wife, and then all Trees, ſtanding on the Pre- 
| Miſes, were to be another's. As to Aquatic, or 
Water Trees, that are beſt propagated by Slips, 
Roots, or Truncheons, the beſt Time is Februar, 
and till Trees bud, for Setting or Planting them, 
becaufe their ſpungy Nature obliges them to take 1. 
the Water and Earth; and, as the Cold is then leſ- 505 
ſened, the Sap will begin, and continue circulating N pnces 
by Heat and freſh Moiſture. So likewiſe, for Ever- * 
greens, or thoſe Trees that do not ſhed their Leaves, dope 
the beſt Time for planting, or removing them, à . ad ;- 
in February, that they may have the immediate he- no 
nefit of the increaſing Heat of the Sun, to put Chit 
their glutinous Parts, or Sap, in Motion; or if they 
are planted, or tranſplanted in Auguſt, it will allo 
be a propitious Seaſon for cauſing them to take 
the Ground in a little Time, 325 
How it concerns a Planter to plant a Tree in at 
agbecable Soil, and in a right Manner. Tt not only 
concerns a Perſon to plant a Tree at a right Seaſon 
of the Year, but alſo in a Soil agreeable to 1ts 
Nature, and in a true Manner; for tho? a Tree, to 
be planted, be ever fo full of Roots, and 1s at 
proper Age to tranſplant, yet a right Soil, a nat. 
ral Situation, and a proper Art ought, in the fr 
Place, to attend the Operation, or elſe Expect. 
tion and Succeſs may never meet. Firſt, therefore, 
I ſhall make a few Obſervations on a proper Soil 


of 
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proper Soil to plant Trees in, — A proper 
E4 1 7: tile Option, is almoſt as noveliiry 
p be regarded for planting a Tree in, as a proper 
food is for an Animal; becauſe a Tree will thrive 
ind flouriſh in - ſome Soils, when the; ſame Tree 
would pine and ſtarve in another. Examples of 
dis have happened in many Places, one particu- 
krly, within a few Miles of me, where, after ſome 
Anple-trees had ſtood many Years, in a dwindling 
Condition, the Gentleman-Owner had them re- 
noved out of his gravelly Soil into a loamy one, 
nd Pear or Walnut-trees (I have forgot which) 
planted in their Room, and then both flouriſhed a 
neat Pace, — The Beech-tree will not take to 
rowing in ſome wet Vale Soils to Profit ; and yet, 
in ome others of a drier Nature, it will. In ſome 
Places of the Vale of Ayleſbury, after ſeveral Trials, 
it has been proved, that the Silver Beech will not 
proper, becauſe their Soil is too wet for the Roots, 
and rather too warm for the Head; for this Tree, 
tho' it will grow upon a Clay Foundation in the 
(hilturn Country, yet, under that, it muſt have a 
ay Bottom, becauſe a ſpringy Ground is utterly 
wſagreeable to this Tree; and which I believe is 
lit main Reaſon why a Beech will not delight in 
many Places in Vales.— See my large Accounts 
of the Beech-trees in my firſt Treatiſe of the Tim- 
ly tree, where I have amply wrote on its Nature, 
ad the ſeveral Uſes it may be put to. Firſt, I 
tare, at Page 47, inſerted Mr. Houghton's Account 
it. Secondly, Mr. Lawſon's Account of Beech. 
Thirdly, That there is but one Sort of Silver Beech 
n E7land, Fourthly, The Difference of Beech, 
u to the Soil it grows in. Fifthly, The Profit of 
anting Beech-trees, Sixthly, A new Way to 
mk Beechen-timber laſt long. Seventhly, The 
"fit a ſmoaky Room is of to this Wood. 
Lohthly, How Beechen-boards, on a cs 
oor, 
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floor, were made to laſt near as long a Hear o 66s wi 


Oak Boards. Ninthly, A very remarkable Ex 


75 of many great Beech - trees that rotted by ill 
anagement. Tenthly, To rend Pales out o 
Beech- trees. Eleventhly, The Age of Beech! 


Twelfthly, How a Horſeſhoe was found in the 


Body of a Beech- tree. Thirteenthly, The-properif 


Size of Beech-trees for Boards. Fourteenthly; 

How Beech was ſold for Walnut-tree, Fifteenth- 
ly, The Damage of. planting Beech-trees too near 
a Neighbours Ground. Sixteenthly, The Dura: 


tion of Beech. Seventeenthly, The Benefit of 4 


large Beech-tree to a Turner. Eighteenthly, Of 


' Beech-maſte, Page 60. And, in my ſecond Trea MY 


tiſe on Timber-trees, I have likewiſe publiſhed 
many ſerviceable Matters relating to this famous 
Tree. Firſt, at Page 25, I have given an Account 
of the Nature and Improvement of the Beech 
Secondly, How to get its Sap out. Thirdly, / 
ſecond Way of doing it. Fourthly, A third Wa 


of doing it. Fifthly, Of the Management of the 


Beech in Timber Uſes. Sixthly, Of the Seed o 
Maſte of the Beech. Seventhly, To raiſe a Beec 
Wood from Seeds or Setts. Eighthly, Of Tranſ- 


planting large Bzeches. Ninthly, Obſervations on 
Tranſplanting. Tenthly, To raiſe a Beech-hedga 
by Secds or Setts. The Black Cherry- tree likewila 
will not grow to a great Bulk in ſpringy Vale 
rounds, becauſe their Roots agree .not with ſuch 
3 Earth. It is true, they will grow here; and 
I have ſeen ſome tolerable large, but they did not | 
grow faſt 'enough for Profit. And yet, in the Chi 
jurn Country of Hertfordſhire, where J am ſure we 


have more than in any other County in 1 6 4 
ave 


we plant them on a Clay Foundation, and 


them grow into as large Bodies, or Trunks, as 2788 
Oaks are in our Parts; becauſe, under our Clay, 18 f 


a Rock of Chalk; and fo, in ſome Vales, I ange 1 
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dey will proſper, provided the Roots can grow in 


lerne, Bookſeller, in Gray*s-Tun, who bought 


Rech, the Silver-Beech, growing in England, yet 
gen theſe affect different Soils. The firſt delights 
n 2 gravelly Soil, the laſt in a chalky, or loamy 


nd fingle Trees of the ſame, in the Eaſtern Parts of 
Enfordſbire 3 where they, for the moſt Part, grow 


Powed-Ground, or Ground that is a Sward, and 


Tres are to be planted on ſuch poor Ground, the 
al ſhould have the greater Aſfiſtance, as I ſhall 
/ 


al their bearing Plenty of Eruit, & c. 
ts of Ground, proper to plant Trees on, are 
lefty neceſſary to be made Choice of, for their 


Iuurne, in Buckinghamfhire, that I ſaw a Parcel 
Apple and Pear-Trees, planted on a low, wet 
Ke of Vale-Ground ; which, indeed, was not fit to 
Pant Trees on, had the Ground lain all in a level 
» becauſe the raw crude Nature of their ſprin- 


7 TY ” I r R * _ — 2 A 4 = 
. as 7 * ä 0 N * 9 2 * ae * 8 2 * * * in I; 2 * MT FI * * * * 9 * — | 
: PPC N . .. ] ꝗ . ⁰˙ AAA m we We! OO Ig 9 6 cine 
: * S 2.5 "WS q n * * y r E * > no vo 0 ö - : , 0 
; « 1 25 » - 
* 4 — — x c : 
* : , 0 * 3 Y : - 
<6 . - J N f j , : n * " N 4 ; 
8 4 4 — 1 ; 98 1 X 
4 a % : * « , > a+ » , N 
1 7 * 1 | ” 1 
* 1 * * * 
* 4 2 5 8 £ 5 0 ; 7 - 
i 4 8 ” 5 5 d 7 - , . : ev 1 3 ” * * * 
, "I - 4 0 . 1 0 } 4 ; | F 
3 1 * ” N 4 1 * We 1 +" — k * Py n 0 
b * 8 * N n L g « ; < - | 
* , . Fa = 1 Py 7 
7 4 4: 8 , 
7 - * . k 4 3 3 L ot 2 1 4 a 
0 » 4 F * oy Y 2 - . Fl , " - 
: * ” * - F 4 5 , 
* 


dim Bottom. (See more of the Black-Cherry 
Tree, at Page 127, in my firſt Treatiſe on the 

ber- Tree; and at Page 64, in my ſecond Trea- 

i on the Timber-Tree.) Both fold by Thomas 


he Copies of theſe two Books of me. But, to be 
1litle more particular in my Account of -Soils, I 
ve to obſerve, that, though there be the Horn- 


me, as may be eaſily perceived by paſſing Travel- | 
kn, by the great Numbers of Horn-beech Wood, 


ne © their gravelly Soils. As, in the Weſtern Part of 
the fame County, the Silver Beech-Tree- grows in 
mmerous Woods, and in ſingle Trees of the ſame 
u Chalks and loamy Soils: All Trees planted on 


las been lately Plowed-Ground, never thrive ſo 
l, as Trees planted on Sward-Ground, that has 
den ſuch, Time out of Mind; and therefore where 


07 Sincations proper for the ſpeedy Growth of Trees, 


me expeditious Growth. I think it was near 


9 Water would be apt to chill the Roots in Win- 
| „ 9 ter, 


| 
[if 
| N18 
| ; 
| 
9 
5 


8 ra — r = oy 


—— — — — do 


_ ——_ 


— 


— 
— 


— 4 2 

— hn r —_ — — 
— — nd I a — 9 — — 
— = 28 —— — 


* * - 1 4 
* * On : 
1 - 
e bene — — — — * | | 
is i. * 2M 4444 2 9 — G — — — * - * wa BY n — 6 — 
3 ef x64 2X V —— — — — 1 re — * — 2 N N 3 R 8 n 5 ag TIT — oy 
a = — — r wh r * "7, FA ar _ - ——— — 2 R , — * i x * I _ of 
g — F 3 Ts 4 — va - 5 I's - - 
„ TCL nG gala bc ec A Sr racks 8 5 
yd — . ̃ .. 6 - 
— n IC 2 Soho 3-1 nn a—_— — 


-- " 
2 N 
IE INS 82 
1 — » n => A p — — * — BY ar "Rs. TJ.” 
Tr= is 8 * 901.55 ade WS DO ITE” —.— _ — — - SEAS. RET. we PT, ies = 
pp r MS 18 = 7 > af \ d 8 en * 2 Tag l _ 
. ITY = © 2 * GT . 


B ge ARTS 
och . —— —— — 


2 — n . 
"OD _ vai « 2 q = of 
SA a OE RE wo 


EIT — 
OS 10 28 * 


—— 
— r: — 
— — es res 
— 
— 


2 


——— — 
= 
— eee CET ns. as. —_— SSD 
* 8 r — IE ENT 2 8 


4 ä . 9 75 2 5 . 
* \ * 4 . 
N * 5 
$ * - * L 
* * * 
0 . \ 
F 
7 


i = 


122 / Planting Trees, Ge. 
ter, bring on the quick Growth of Moſs, and crir 
ple the Growth; of the Tree. But the prude 
Owner managed this Situation accordingly, I 
firſt plowed up the: Ground into four or fix Bout 
lands, as it appeared to me at a Diſtance, by whic 
it produced a dry Situation in a wet Soil; and 
then, as moſt Vale-Earths are of a rich Nature, 
here the Trees grew a-pace into large Bodies an 
Heads. All Trees that are planted high, or in t 
upper Part of the Surface, or on the very Top « 
it, have a greater Benefit from the Sun, . Air 
Rain, and Dews, than thoſe that are deeper plant 
ed ; and therefore their Juices are better digeſted 
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and their Fruit invigorated with a ſtronger Spirit bullks c 
as I have made appear at Page 152, in the ſecond nay aff: 
Part of my Timber-Tree Treatiſe, in writing v once: « 
Apple-Trees planted in the South Hams of Deum Siuatior 
ſire. To plant an Elm in a Chiliurn dry Sand, o Diver 
Gravel, is as wrong as planting a Beech in a |: laing 
vel, ſpringy, Vale Soil; and ſo others; but th 6 certait 
meer Situation of even Standard Trees is not alto Wil Owner « 
gether to be regarded, as to the Soil they are to b fing 
 Planted' on. There is another material Point to b ho, ar 
well obſerved, in order to enjoy the greater Plenty whole 7 
of Fruit, which I ſhall ſhew by the Example o ?linting 
many Black-Cherry Trees growing on Gadae/den WM Reaſon 
Green, or Common. The Village of Little Gadae Tree to 
den is compoſed of little more than one Row on « perf 
Farm, and other Houſes 3 and for the greateſt Pari ni Su 
their Fronts are ſituated to the South-Weſt. No] tr 
before moſt of theſe Houſes, there is an open Green « Gra/ 
or Common, on which moſt of the Inhabitants hae — 1 
few or more Black-Cherry Trees growing, 1004 in a F 
budded with the moſt famous and moſt excellent bar. 
black Kerroon, or Crown Cherry; others remam or of 
wild, as they were tranſplanted out of our Woods, in: Ye 
where many ſpontaneouſly grow up from the cont ar 
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o Planting Trees, Ge, 123 
wer Fowl. Here theſe Trees ſtand very much 
tefiered from the Violence and Deſtruction of 
North, and Eaſt Winds, which in this Situation can- 
wt greatly annoy them in their hazardous Bloſſom- 255 
=o Seaſon 3 ſo that theſe Fruit- Trees commonly 
ung full of Cherries, when others, that are expo- 
d to them, are oftentimes almoſt wholly de- 
ved of any. A Truth that I have ſeveral Years 
fully experienced, by the Situation of my Home 
(oſe, where, for enjoying Diverſity of Fruits 
poving near my Houſe, I was neceſſitated to plant 
Trees there, fully expoſed to the Power of North 
nd Faſt Winds, in ſingle Rows, on the Graſs 
hulks of my Plowed-Field; which, I believe, I 
my aſſert, cauſes me to miſs three Times, or more, 
v once of thoſe Trees that ſtand in a more ſheltered 
dituation. EE Toms 85 
Divers Ways of - Planting Trees to Profit. 
Planting Standard Trees (the Fruit Sort eſpecially) 
$crtainly one of the moſt beneficial Things that an 
Omer of Land can do; becauſe it is at firſt only a 
tiling Charge, will grow into Profit for an Age or 
to, and this for little or no Expence, during the 
mole Time. But as an Error committed, at their 
Planting, is oftentimes of fatal Conſequence, by 
Reaſon ſuch an Error keeps Company with the 
Tree to the laſt; I ſhall here publiſh ſeveral Ways 
of performing this Work, as it has been practiſed 
nth Succeſs, * = 
liv @ Standard Fruit-Tree has been planted in 
C- Ground, whoſe bottom Earth was a Clay. 
— The Top-Earth was a. good loamy Mould 
lr a Foot deep, and then a red Clay began to ap- 
far. Now an Apple, Pear, or Cherry-Tree, bought 
at of a good Nurſery, ſhould be but four or 
e Years old, ſix or ſeven Feet high, and 
n Inch, or little more, Diameter: Such a one, 
i a full Furniture of Roots, is what I endeavour 
5 R 2 | | to 
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to get; and, to plant it to Succeſs in ſuch a Soil 
break the Ground in a circular Manner fix Pee 
wide, by taking out all the Earth for a Foot deep 
then, on the red Clay, I lay a Parcel of Cow. Dune 
mixed well with Straw or Mud mixed well with Lit 


ter; and when I have ſtrewed a little Virgin-Mould 


over this, I plant my Tree on the ſame ; and the 
with ſome Virgin-Mould, that I took from unde 
the Turf, I cover the Roots, and then lay the Turf 


Graſs undermoſt over all in a Diſh-fafhion, for onld 


about three Feet wide. As to the reſt of the Hole 
I lay down the Ground with the Graſs-ſide upper 
moſt, as I took it out, which will raiſe the Top- par 


ſomething higher than the common Surface at pre 


ſent : But in Time it will fink to its old proper L 


vel, becauſe the Clay and Worms will feed on and 
eat up the Dung and Mud in a few Years, This 


in Courſe, will raiſe a Thought in my Reader, why 
IT make a Hole fix Feet wide, to plant fo ſmall: 
Free in. In Anſwer to this, J have to fay, that 
though the Roots of ſuch a little Tree are, at pte 
ſent, of a very narrow Circumference, yet Alloy 
ance is here made for their Spread and Run in a 
eaſy, looſe Manner, fix Feet aide, by the under 


moſt Stratum of Dung, which, by its nouriſhing 
Nature, attracts their thready Shoots into this fo 
Bed, where they run with great Expedition, cau 
the Tree to grow very vigorouſly, and ſoon acquing 
a large Body, and a Head bearing Abundance of 
Fruit. In the next Place, I ſuppoſe, it will mova 
the Wonder of my Reader, why I plant a Tree ul 
Dung, becauſe this ſeems contrary to all the public 
Rules of good Planting. To this I anſwer, Tha 
the Dung, here made Uſe of, is of a contrary Na 
ture to all Horſe, Mule, and Hog-dungs, which 
are certainly of a very hot Nature, and therefor 
unfit to come near the Roots of a new planted Tree 


leſt they burn, canker, and ſpoil them. _— f 
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hung and Mud are of different Qualities, as bein 
of an unctuous cooling Nature, that readily, and at 
gnce, receives and. invelopes the ſmall Roots ; in- 
anuch that they are immediately fixed in a Bed of 
Nouriſhment : Whereas, in the common Way of 
planting 4 Tree, its Roots are laid upon a looſe dry 
Mould, where ſometimes ſome of them remain in 
i hollow Condition, grow mouldy, and die; and 
den the Head of ſuch a Tree conſequently lan- 
niſhes and pines, perhaps, for many Years, afford- 
ng the Owner a Proſpect for employing his Phi- 
blophy, how to reſolve the ſeeming Phenomena 
nto its true Cauſe z but theſe are not all the Reaſons 
fr my adviſing a Bed of Dung or Mud to be laid 
on the Bottom of the clayey Foſs: There is ano- 
ther, and that is, becauſe, ſuch Clay being plenti- 
fully ſtored with fixed Salts, they will, as I ſaid be- 
fore, in Time eat up ſuch Dung or Mud; but ſtill 
the Dung or Mud is not thus loſt; for by its gradual 
Diminution, they will ſoak in and ſtain ſuch a Clay 
Bottom near a Foot deep, and ſo much alter its 
hard crude Property, as to make it ſomewhat hol- 
ber and more nouriſhing, than it was in its ori- 
ginal State for the Tree- Roots to grow in. But a 
Flanter's Buſineſs is to prevent their Striking into 
the Clay, as much as he well can; for, at beſt, 
lich Earth is but a barren Soil. On this Account, 
the Bed of Cow-Dung, or Mud, is deſigned to be of 
great Service, as being laid a Foot and a Half 
wider on every Side than the Diſh-Bed, in which 
the Roots of the Tree lie; in order to encourage 
ad draw their Spreading and Running horizontally, 
o avoid their penetrating into the clayey Bottom, 
and thus cauſe the Roots to attract their Nouriſh- 

ment from the upper and beſt Part of the Earth. 
A Second Way for planting a Standard Fruit-Tree 
h Profit on 4 Clay Soil. It is my Lot to 
ive on a Hill, which has a large level Surface, 
| | con- 
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126 Of Planting Trees, Fr. 
containing many fine incloſed Fields, of both Mes er the 
dow and Plowed Grounds. Among which I have in ordet 
nine, and three that I rent of our Parſon. Now al hear be 
theſe have a red Clay under a ſhallow Staple of pre- go 
good Loam, and therefore we are obliged to plou i Clay-S 
and plant accordingly. Here I have planted ya to de 
| ſeveral Ways; one by making a Foſs, and the other Conſeq 
without breaking the Ground. The firſt I hae chalky 
given an Account of. The laſt was thus performed going 

I made a Trial on two Kerroon Cherry- Trees, 7 
which I planted in my Home Cloſe at a proper Di ily, 0 
ſtance. The one I planted as before, and the other this So 
I planted on the Surface of the natural Graſs trs of 
ground, without breaking it in the leaſt ; for, a be, 
ſoon as I had placed my Tree, I laid ſome Virgin- « plar 
Mould upon and about all the Roots. Then IM trally! 
laid a Parcel of Horſe-litter over that, and Mould 1 looſe 
and Turf over all in a Diſh Faſhion, the better toll portuni 
collect, convey, and lodge the Rains, leſt the izſonat 
greateſt aſſiſting Power of the Sun become the of it i. 
moſt deſtructive tothe new planted Roots. Now flcatio 
theſe two Trees gave me a full Proof of the different ¶¶ v erjo 
Ways of planting on ſuch a Soil : The Tree that I Qulific 
planted on the natural Graſs, without breaking the bentlen 
Ground, out-does the other, and yet both are lik b get 
to make Trees of the greateſt Magnitude, Black Wal %ople, 
Cherry-Trees arrive to. It was, I think, about twen- Ground 

ty Years ago, that I firſt tranſplanted them here, don, 
and now their Bodies are near twelve Inches Dia- id this 
meter, with large Heads, each of which is capable BW ins the 
of bearing eight Dozen of theſe large Cherries. —F bo dee 
Thus Fruit-Trees may be planted in a Clay badi Fruit 
Soil, with a Security againſt the great Loſs of Time, ich lig 
Expence, and Damage of Trees, in their being Ws Me 
taken up again to be new planted, becauſe they BW © Fo 
were too deep and wrong planted at firſt ; as has BH ben 
been the Caſe of too many, to my certain _ uro 
ledge, who were obliged to remove large Trees, al. bras J 
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OF Planting Trees, Sc. 127 
er they had been planted ſeveral Years for good, 
in order to improve their Growth, and make them 
bear better afterwards. And altho? I have, in the 
fore-going, Account, confined my Pen to write on a - 
 Clay-Soil, yet the Damage of planting Fruit- Trees 
to deep may likewiſe be attended with as bad 
Conſequences in a gravelly, ſandy, or hurlucky 
chalky Soil, as I ſhall make appear by what I am 
going to give an Account of as follows, viz. — 

To plant a Fruit-Tree in a hurlucky, chalky, gra- 
ly, or other ſuch light Soil, to Profit. — 
this Sort of chalky Earth, there are great Quan- 
tes of it lie in Ivinghoe and Piſtone Pariſhes in 
Buks, which, of itſelf, is a miſerable Soil to ſow 
r plant in, becauſe it is of a ſtony Subſtance, na- 
tally barren; but, as it is commonly furniſhed with 
4 boſe chalky Surface, it gives the Farmer an Op- 
portunity, by double dreſſing or manuring it, and 
taſonably plowing it, to get good Crops of Corn 
eff it in ſome Tears; and a Planter, with the Ap- 
plication of a maſterly Art, and good Aſſiſtance, 
v enjoy a fruitful Tree; for, without theſe two 
Qualifications, he will have the ſame Fate as a 
vntleman I know had, who ſtrove many Years 
b get fruitful Plantations of Cherry, Walnut, 
Apple, and Pear Trees on his white hurlucky 
round, but was very much baulked in his Expec- 
ton, becauſe the Trees did not thrive to his Wiſh ; 
ad this happened chiefly on Account of his plant- 
ug them almoſt on the bare hurlucky Chalk, and 
bo deep, Now, to prevent this Way of Planting 
i Fruit-Tree in a Chalk, Gravel, Sand, or other 
ah light, dry, poor Earth, I would proceed in 
8 Manner, viz, —. Firſt, I would make a Hole, 
e Foſs, three Feet deep, and four or five wide. 
ben this was done, I would lay a Parcel of Vir- 
gu- Mould, being that which lies next under a 
Val Turf, at the Bottom of it, tor a Foot —_ 
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128 Of Planting Trees, 1x 
On this 1 would lay a Bed of Cow-Durg, mine Fut! 


Virgin-Mould with the Cow-Dung, or Mud, aul 
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lion, as follows, viz. 
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with chopped Straw, or Mud mixed with the fam nag 
another Foot deep. Then I would mix ff is 
zn th 
lay over the laſt two for four Inches thick, and a Y 
this I would plant my Fruit-Tree ; which, whe Va 
done, I would fill the Hole, or Foſs, up vid ell in 


Mould, and — Turf, making a Sort of Hollow its. C 


Diſh-like, juſt over the Roots, for three Feet wid d ©: 
the better to convey the feeding Rains to them nithou! 
and more than ordinary to force on the Growth be He! 
the Fruit-Tree. — Theſe two particular Ways nd all 
never, before this Time, publiſhed in any of mW i! w 


Works: And, I hope, for theſe, and many othꝰ ©, * 


moſt ſerviceable Secrets, that I have made knowl Norks 
and thoſe I intend further to publiſh, not only i ne 
theſe Monthly Works, but alſo in others that I dei © tie 
ſign to write: Gentlemen and Farmers will be lat i 
good, as to encourage me, in ſuch my uſeful Endea ion t 
vours, for the univerſal Benefit of Great- Britain, i Noves 
buying up my Books; and, if I live to finiſh fiy ware 
Books more, to compleat the Year, I intend oni d.! 
particular Volume, on curious Subjects, that, I thin particu, 
I may fay, were never yet wrote on by myſelf, fly: 
any other, that will require near twenty Cuts; an uke in 
which will, perhaps, enhance the Price of the Boo oben 
to five or more Shillings : And, for defraying th Fr 
great Expence of ſuch an Undertaking, it is va Nothing 
probable, I may be obliged to Subſcriptions 3 wheel broung 
I hope, I may meet with an Aſſiſtance according ar 


- Bur, for farcher proving the ill Conſequence # Ikly y 


wrong Planting Fruit-Trees, I ſhall here tranſcrib f ne 
what the Reverend Mr. Laurence has wrote on th My te doi 
fame, at Page 40. in his Book of the ſecond Fa Decliv 


of Gardening, intituled, The Gentleman's Ref in. 
© | 1 Ru 
The Reverend Mr, Laurence's Account of wong 2 , 


| ruit 
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Of Planting Trees, &c. 129 
t-it-Trees, is an un{kilfal Ordering and wrong 
Kanagement of Fruit-Trees in their Planting. The 
(Uſe is here much the ſame in the Vegetable, as it 
zin the Moral World. Every one knows how fa- 
ally Youth is commonly enflaved to bad Courſes, 
fr Want of ſetting out right at firſt, and being 
yell inſtructed and ſeaſoned with virtuous Princi- 
ks, Corrupt Nature will ſoon over-bear the weak. 
nd tender Diſpoſitions to Goodneſs in Youth,, 
nithout an early Care, and wiſe Government: By 
te Help whereof head-ſtrong Paſſions are ſubdued, 
nd all the wild Sallies of a vicious Inclination are 
kept within due Bounds, And fo, by the Bleſſing of 
God, the Man thereby becomes fruitful in good 
Works, and uſeful in his Generation. So alſo here 
nthe Vegetable World, it is of great Conſequence 
p the Goodneſs and Proſperity of a Fruit- Tree, 
tat it be rightly managed and kept in due Order 
rom the Beginning. An Error in the Beginning 
roves often fatal, and is not ſo eaſily rectified af- 
troards, without great and too dangerous Viden- 
des. But let us examine this Matter a little more 
uriicularly, that we may the better know how to 
ply the proper Remedy: Firſt, there is no Miſ- 
uke in the Art of Gardening, that I have obſerved 
0 be more general and common than this, of Plant= . 
ng Fruit- Trees too deep in the Ground; and yet 
oaing is more fatal to them, eſpecially in ſome 
brounds too much ſubject ro Moiſture in the Win- 
&; and nothing tends more to keep Trees in a 
ily unthriving Condition, and conſequently from 
tearing either much, or good Fruit. Indeed, where 
le Soil is naturally exceeding dry, and lies on a 
Declivity, that will quickly carry off the Winter 
Wets, the Fault may be leſs dangerous ; bur, ex- 
aft there be a ſufficient Depth of natural good 
Larth above the Rock, or Gravel, the Evil, com- 
Pained of, will there quickly diſcover itſelf, after 

| | four 
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130 Of Planting Trees, G. 
four or five Years, when the Roots of the Tre bp th 
will be ſtarved by a hungry Gravel, Sand, Chalet Ro 
or Rock, or whatſoever the Bottom be that lies co! ſhall] 
near the Surface. On all Accounts, therefore, i genious 
is a much better and ſafer Way, to plant high, pro the Imf 
vided Care be but taken the firſt and ſecond Tea blos 
to keep the Roots tolerably cool and moiſt: TYM 1% 
which T add, that J am well afſured, nothing i þ ets, 
more fatal to Fruit-Trees, the tenderer Sort eſpe 9 */ 
cially, than planting them too deep, and therbi auf,! 
ſubjecting their Roots to too much Wet in th") tt 
Winter (for Summer Wets never hurt them.) Ground 
alſo here cannot but earneſtly recommend the mal ud Pl 
king Uſe of the beſt untried Earth that can b dung 
got, for filling up the Trenches, having had lon" fo 
Experience, that no Sort of Compoſition, mad of 
with Coſt and Art, can exceed the Riches of th ii 
Earth, or will make more vigorous, healthful, an 
jaſting Trees. There is, ſays this ingenious Cen { L. 
tleman, another common Miſtake, committed ii 
Planting, which is attended with very unhappf 0 
Conſequences, and that is, Planting the Trees to 5** 
near one another; the Miſchief whereof is ver *2** 


manifeſt, when they begin to croud and ſhoulde *©*? 
one another. But, beſides this, there is anothe 2000 
Damage attends Planting Trees too near each ot '* 
ther; which is, that the Roots of the Trees will 00 
quickly meet, and fo rob one another of the pr *2*? 
per Nouriſhment they ſhould receive. Where '** 
when Trees are planted at their due Diſtance 7 
their Roots do ſtil] receive new Succour, and freſſiſ 20 
Nouriſhment, as they advance, and as the Hea , ©? 
of the Tree increaſeth to require it; whereby al [ 
agreeable Health and Vigour is retained a long 3 


Time, even for many Years. Thus far Mr. Lau 
rence, —— There are ſeveral other Ways of pr 
paring wet Ground to plant on, as by draining 


or pitching its Bottom with Stones or ING CE 
| 5 — N | | cc 


- — 


* ; | 
/ 
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n Room in this Monthly Book to enlarge on it, 
7 [ ſhall proceed to give an Account of what an in- 
eious Gentleman has lately undertaken to do, in 
be Improvement of his Eſtate, by Planting, as 
7 follows 3 VIZ. EE i 7 
Hau a Gentleman bas begun Improving his Eſtate, 
% or Plants, and Seeds ſent him by the Author, 
3 fer a neu Method, — I call it a new Method, be- 
cba, I believe, few, and very few, have fell in 
in the ſerviceable Notion of furniſhing their 
: Grounds with theſe uncommon, but excellent Seeds 
a ud Plants, according to the Particulars I am 
wing to mention; which, I hope, will be a Pat- 
mm for many other to imitate, as well for the 
de of their Ornamental, as Medicinal, and other 
+ WW profitable Qualities. o . 
Is 2 of the SEEDS and SETS. 
vill 520 Acorns of the Evergreen Oak. 
om 5 Of Beech-Maſte. 
dodo Beechen Sets. b 
22000 Bay-T ree Berries. 
MJ 2000 Laurel Berries. 


| 12 Lignum Vite Berries, 5 
2000 Horn Beech Seeds. 

2000 Cypreſs Seeds. 
100 Cedar-Tree Seeds. | 

1 Pound of Juniper Berries. 
20 Almond Nuts. 
20 Service-Tree Seeds. | 

1 Pound of French Furz Seeds. 3 


your firſt Part, at Chapter the 18th. 
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the Roots from deſcending -; but, as I have 
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300 Of Arbele Plants, called bite- Wood in 
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The Copy of 4 Letter from the Gentlemay, y I). 
ſending him the above-mentioned Seeds and Plant, 
© Mr, ELLIs, wot ob 


Tz 


Mr. 
Ha 
J fol 
forme. 
i the tl 
laſt) t 
Uſe, 
did al 
(Night 
i to me 
upon! 


(nith 


I Have purchaſed your firſt and ſecond Part « 
* þ the Timber-Tree, In your firſt Part, yl 
tell your Reader, you can furniſh him with ſome 

* if not all, that is mentioned above, if applied if 
* in Time. I hope this will not come unſeaſonfi 
5 bly, being deſirous of making ſome agreeable A 
© terations, where I have pitched my Tent, if 
s Planting, that being my Taſte; and as M 
© will give me infinite more Pleaſure to ha 

< raiſed my Hedges, Sc. from Maſte, than Plant 
I hope you will uſe your Endeavours to poſſe 
* a young Planter of ſo great a Happineſs, v. 
in Return aſſures you, he himſelf will ſee youll | 
Directions (for each) followed cloſely. If yo Thaid 
cannot let me have the Whole, I deſire wha 700 
© you can conveniently; you may ſend then 1 
* by the London Carrier, directed for me at | Thos 
6 | 


nd am 
0 any © 
ther N 
Acquair 
al Lett 
Write or 
paid te 


And I am, 
Sir, Your unknown Humble Servant 


29 September 1742, 


| Theſe Plants and Seeds I ſent the Gentlema 
in the beſt Seaſon of the whole Year, Of: 


and in the greateſt Perfection; which ſo please mea 
him, that he not only ſent me my Price, but [mir 

a Preſent beſides, according to the Purport of tl 118 80 

; following Copy of his Letter. = * = 
5 | 5 Who m 
— 

inter, 


AC 
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4 4 4 Lotter from the ſame Gentleman, a er 
ya & had received the Sets and Seeds. bY 


Is, 


ur. ELL1s, 85 6, 15 
Have received all the Sorts of Maſte ſent 
ol | for (except the Lignum Vite) and am in- 
me bormed by my Servant, that Mrs. Hocket paid the 
de three Guineas (ſent her according to my 
ac) the laſt Journey to Mr. T:þbet for your 
be. I am ſorry ſhe proved ſo dilatory; I 


(did all in my Power to prevent it, and have this 
(Night ſent you a . Gaunder, which was brought 
o me for a Gooſe ; I have no Stubble Geeſe 
upon my own Grounds ; I have now Company 
yith me, therefore muſt conclude myſelf 

Tours, Sc. 1 


1 heid the Maſte in Sand, . | 
poſing to plant my Heapges 
in the Spring. 17 Nov, 1742. 


Thus J have obliged this worthy Gentleman, 
ndam ready to do the ſame at a reaſonable Profit 
bany other, with as much Fidelity, though altoge- 
tier a Stranger to me, as if I was their intimate 
acquaintance, And I am likewiſe ready to anſwer 
il Letters relating to any Subject I have, or may 
mite on; provided the Poſtage of ſuch Letter is 
pad to my Houſe, or it is franked, directed 
o me at Litile-Gaddeſden near Hempſtead in Hert- 
frifeire, which is thirty Miles from London. And 
[am in Hopes of having many ſuch Commiſſions 
for Sets and Seeds; which may not only be ſome 
Advantage to me, but more to thoſe Gentlemen, 
wo may thus make every Field a Garden, or a 
— recreative Place, both in Summer and 
inter, by planting the ſeveral Evergreens, Ic. that 
N arc 
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are mentioned in the aforeſaid Liſt, which will kee 
off the ſtormy Winds from Corn, Graſs, and Caf 
tle, forward the Ripening of all Vegetables, cay 
Cattle to eat their Meat with Pleaſure, and thrix 

a- pace on the ſame, increaſe Wood and Fruit i 
the cheapeſt Manner poſſible, and, in particular 
make a laſting and impenetrable Incloſure, az 
am going to ſhew. y.. 
How a laſting and impenetrable Incloſure may iſ 
made by planting proper Sets, on ſowing their Seeds ſf 
This Sort of Planting is certainly of very grealf 
Conſequence to Owners of Land, where an Inclolfi 
ſure is to be made for Fencing, in either Plowed of 
Meadow-ground, Woods, or Parks, Yards, of 
Orchards, Sc. and may be performed by eite 
Sets or Seeds. If by Sets, and they are drawn allf 
a proper Age and Bigneſs, and planted at a rig 
Time, in a good Soil, and in an artful Manner 
they will get the Start of Seed by four, five, ſix, of 
ſeven Years ; which is an Advantage, that many 
ought to covet an Account of obtaining an early 
Enjoyment of ſuch their Labour and Expence, anal 
this more eſpecially in Planting, above any Thing 
elſe in Huſbandry ; becauſe, at beſt, Trees are tel 
dious Growers, but much more ſo, when Igno 
rance and bad Sets and Seeds accompany the Under 
taking. And now, among the many Sorts of Veil 
getables proper to be planted in Hedges, I ſhall 
here become an Advocate for Raiſing the Ever 
green Sort, becauſe theſe will fupply the Owner 
with Pleaſure and Profit, in Winter, as well all 
Summer, when all other Trees and Shrubs appear 
with their naked Heads, and ſuffer bleak Winds to 
have a free Paſſage through their large Vacancies 
to the Damaging of Corn, Graſs, and Cattle, when 
the Evergreen ſtill preſerves its conſtant, uniform, : 
full Growth in a cloſe Head, and, I think, 1 may E 
ſay, Body too; becauſe theſe may be made to * 3 
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Plau Trees, Sr. 135 
q up either a Spread from the very Ground, or to 
grow in ſuch cloſe, woody Bodies, that not a Dog, 
(x, nor Hare can paſs between them; and this to 
yoreat Altitude, even to above twenty or thirty 
Fet in Heighth : And, therefore, is an excellent 
(antrivance to keep out Vermin, Cattle, and in- 
ching Thieves out of Fields, Woods, Parks, 
nd Gardens, in ſo fure a Manner, that there is no 
ich thing as n an Entrance through them, 
itnout eaving thoſe Marks of Violence, which 
te Law prohibits under ſevere Penalties. Thus a 
F:rſon may enjoy an impenetrable Fence againſt -. 
moſt all Sorts of Cattle, free of the Charge 
Cutting or Plaiſhing ; for theſe, when once 
hey have thoroughly taken the Ground, will 
row of themſelves in ſo cloſe a Poſture, as to ſup- 
iy the great Expence of Paling or Walling, or 
boſe looſe Woods that are commonly planted for 
beloſing of Fields, &c. and in Time will return 
great Quantities of profitable Woods, neceſſary for 
hulding, and Making of Utenſils, To anſwer 
ben theſe great and ſerviceable Ends, Sets of the 
Hhergreen Oak would certainly be very advanta- 
fous, for anticipating ſome Years of Growth, by 
Kd. But, as they are but lately introduced into 
wr Nation from America, the Seeds can be had, 
men the Sets cannot; and therefore J am obliged 
brecommend their Acorns, which I can furniſh a 
lerſon with at any Time of the Year. But for more 
lf the Evergreen Oak, ſee my ſecond Treatiſe of 
le Timber-Tree, at Page 17. Secondly, and next 
this, I would recommend the Cypreſs-Tree, as 
a Evergreen beautiful Sort, that will grow into 
igoodly Bulk and Stature, fit either for Hedge, 
inge Trees. In a Hedge the Cypreſs may be- 
ome very ſerviceable, as it is a Vegetable that 
nll bear Cutting from the Ground, and then as 
ten ſpring afreſh into a fine high Spread of twenty, 

or 
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| Seed-ſhoots to run up into cloſe Bodies that ms 
ſtand for the firſt ſeven Years, at one Foot aſut 


the Touching of each other's Body. The Setz 
the Cypreſs are not eaſily got; but their Cones 
At any Time, and, by them, theſe Sorts of Tre 


mate, and may be made to grow into ſuch thidl 


Virginia Cedar, and thoſe of the Cedar of Lebaw 


the Cedar may be made to grow in great Plent) 
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an impenetrable Hedge, for anſwering the fg 


Purpoſes as the Evergreen Oak, by ſuffering lit, a 
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der, and ſo on, till in Time they cloſe, or grow | 


Seed, which grow on the Male-tree, I can furnil 


may be raiſed at a ſmall Expence, in a very { 
Manner; for theſe very well agree with our Cl 


high Hedges, either by being cut into Shapes 
Pleaſure, or let to grow wild in the natural W; 
as to keep off the exceſſive Power of the greats 
Winds, from Fields, Gardens, and low Houſe 
But, as I have not Room here to enlarge fürth 
on the many good Properties belonging to the Cy 
preſs, I recommend my Reader to the Peruſal of 


large intire Chapter that I have wrote on the {an ing Fe 
in my ſecond Timber-tree Treatiſe, at Page 11 gro 
Thirdly, and next to the Cypreſs, I ſhall write om, 
the excellent Cedar-tree, for its many tranſcendent hund 
Qualities ; and in particular, for its univerſal ds of 
perties of Growing in the hotteſt and coldeſt Coui hne deſe 
tries, in boggy, or dry Grounds, Of this Tre lſe; and 
there are two Sorts; I ſell the Cones or Seeds i of th; 


be ſame, 
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both which may be as eaſily propagated as Oal 
from Acorns, or Beech from its Maſte. And th 


either in fine large Trees, or in delicate ornament 
high-cut Hedges; or in Hedges after the wil 
Manner, or in the impenetrable Method of Plan 
ing them a Foot aſunder, for growing ſo cloſe, + 
to become a ſecure Fence to any Field, Woot 
Garden, or Park, Fe. Thus, in either Shape, 


c / Plating Trees, Sc. 137 
re will grow and anſwer to great Conveniency, 
fic, and Pleaſure 3 and the more, as it is a Tree 
t no Worm can ever breed or lodge in, will laſt 
ever, and yield a moſt odoriferous Fragrancy : 
is therefore to be lamented, that Perſons of Abi- 
kr do not fall into the ſame Taſte for Planting 
* and other moſt valuable Trees as the Gentle- 
un has done, according to his Letter, I have be- 
r mentioned. But, for my Reader's further In- 
tmation, let him read my Chapter on this Tree, 
x Page 130, in my ſaid Treatiſe of the Timber- 
. The fourth and next will be the Lignum Vite 
Fr, that J ſhall write on; becauſe this is a goodly 
hergreen, will grow into a large Body and Head 
narich Soil, and is endowed with thoſe medicinal 
wperties, as in ſeveral Reſpects outdo all others. 
tis called Guaicum, Pock-wood, or Lignum Vite, 
nil bear Cutting or Lopping, and may be made 
bgrow not only in Trees, but alſo in Hedges of 
aj Shape, and will produce a moſt ftrong and 
ing Fence, There is a large Tree of this Sort 
growing at Gaddeſden-Hill, in a red, clayey 
kitom, where it has ſtood, Time out of Mind, in 
bund Condition, and may very likely laſt Hun- 
tes of Years longer. Its many and great Vertues 
une deſervedly given it the Name of the Tree of 
le; and accordingly, I have, in my ſecond Trea- 
lt of the Timber-tree, wrote x large Account of 
le fame, at Page 85. - The fifth Evergreen, I 
Where to write on, is the Yew, whoſe Beauty, 
length, and Profit have tempted many of late to 
ke it a conſtant Inhabitant in the Incloſure 
lteir Gardens, to break off Winds, prevent 
* and add a delicate Ornament to the 
ae, by planting its red Berries or Seeds firſt in 
Nurſery, and then its Sets, for growing up in 
"ard-Trees, or in a Hedge to be cut and kept 
thick, delicate Wall-Poſture, or at a Foot 
| e Diſtance 
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 pregnable Fence for a Field, Wood, Garden, 


Park, by letting them ſpire into Shoots according 
1y; which, if aſſiſted with a proper Manure at | 


ſhall direct by and bye. The 


Timber-tree Treatiſe, at Page 101. ——\The fix 


grows in any Shape of Hedges, either cut, or ut 


Vermin into Fields, Woods, Parks; or Garde 


| lowed, and kept trimmed, for growing into nake 
Bodies of Trees cloſe to one another, where tht 


'._ Planted for growing in theſe upright Tree Spire 


Field, Garden, Wood, or Park, may, by this V 
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Enemy, the wicked Man, the beſt of all other 
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at Page 92.— The ſeventh is the Box-tree, anoth( 
moſt hardy, beautiful Evergreen, whoſe W 


_ diſcouraged many from propagating its Species, 
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Mateſt P 
bed in 
that, at preſent, we are forced to fend for it fragend 
Turkey, and other Foreign Parts, to ſupply lch“ 


veral Times, will cauſe their r Growth, as 


| Vood of this Tree 
of ſuch an excellent Nature, that it outdoes m 
others, for ſeveral extraordinary Uſes, as I ha 
obſerved in the ſixteenth Chapter of my faid ſeco 


Evergreen is the hardy, ornamental Holly, th 
may be juſtly named the Fence of Fences, becau 
its tough Wood, and prickly Leaves, and: cle 
Growth make it almoſt impenetrable, when 


cut, and therefore will, the beſt of all other Eve 
greens, prevent the Breaking in of Cattle, or ev 


But, in a more ſurer Manner, if the Sets are 4 


will endure for Ages. But whether the Holly 
to ſupply the Want of Paling, or Wall, or if in 
cut Hedge, it certainly withſtands the Invaſion 
Man and Horſe, the beſt of all others; fo that 


getable, be ſecured againſt all Attacks, and d 
good Man's Territory defended againſt his greats 


See my Chapter on the Holly, in my ſaid Boo 


of more Value than any other that grows in Gr: 
Britain: But, as this is a moſt flow Grower, It 


W 


* 
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rant of the Mathematical Inſtrument-Maker, 
tv Engraver, the Carver, and many other Artifi- 
s, which makes it fell at a great Rate. When 
bx is planted as a Hedge, it may be kept in fo 
ick and cloſe a Growth, as to become not only 
ey good Fence for Fields, Parks, Gardens, 
Noods, and Wilderneſſes, but alſo to ſtrike the Eye 
f the Beholder with Pleaſure, to ſee its yellowiſh 
Laves and ſtrong Wood ſtand like a Wall, to 
ak off Winds, and prevent the Incurſions of 
ſatle and ſtrolling Vagrants into honeſt Men's 
Grounds, In ſhort, the Box deſerves Planting, for 
any profitable Reaſons, particularly, for its grow- 
win chalky and other barren Soils, and giving 
he beſt of ſafe Shelters to Rabbits, Singing-Birds, 
nd other Fowls, as I have more largely made ap- 
ar in the ſeventeenth Chapter of the Timber- tree. 
-Andnow follows, Eighthly, The hardy Evergreen 
Pre, or Fir-tree, whoſe Value is well known, by 
de univerſal Service its Timber and Boards are of 
b the greateſt Part of Europe, for Building, and 
der moſt neceſſary Occaſions. It is a very orna- 
tal Tree, growing to a very great Bigneſs and 
hh in a few Years, for no Evergreen runs up 
quick as this; inſomuch that, at fifty or ſixty 
lar of Age, it is at its full Growth. And thus, 
F fuch its quick Growth, profitable Wood, and 
manental, pyramidical Evergreen Head, it ought 
encourage its Planting more than ordinary, and 
le more for the fine Hedges it may be planted and 
tinto; but moſt of all for the ſhady, beautiful, 
Wolfome, and pleaſant Walks, that may be made 
1 Planting theſe Trees on loamy Hills, or in the 
Soils of Vales, in hot and cold Climates, to the 
patelt Profit, Its many valuable Uſes, I have de- 
ded in a large Chapter I have wrote on it, in my 
{eſa Treatiſe, will, I doubt not, give my Rea» 
: lach Satisfaction, as to make him fully ſatisfied 
r with 
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_ aforementioned Timber-iree Boot. The ninth Eve 


It will grow into a Standard, or Wall-tree, or in 


on many Occaſions, by the good Houſewife, wh 


in Viſtoes, Avenues, and Gardens, With its Berrie 


in common, in a twiſting Manner, about 
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with laying out two Shillings in the Purchaſe of th 


7 


green, I ſhall here take Notice of, is the Bay- tre 
which has ſeveral good Properties belonging to i 
thick, high Hedge, is very ornamental and ſhad 
by its large, ſtrong, beautiful Leaves, and thereſo 
by ſome planted about their Gardens. Both 
Leaves and Berries are Medicinal, and made uſe 


Chapt! 
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covets to have one of theſe Trees planted near t 
Dwelling-Houſe, that ſhe may enjoy its Bench 
on any emergent Want, They are much pr, 
pagated for growing in Pots and Tubs, t 
adorn the Yards, Gardens, and about the Windon 
of City and Town Houſes; and thus afford aprett 
Show both in Winter, as well as Summer.——Th 
Tenth Evergreen is the Laurel, that I ſhall het 
take Notice of, for its tough Wood, hardy Natur 
and ornamental Show. Its Wood is next to Bo 
for Solidity of Body, and its hardy Nature makes 
grow in clayey Soils, -and even under the Drip « 
Eves of Houſes ; and, for- Ornament, it is plant: 


ſome People make a Wine, while others refuſe 1 
on Account of a poiſonous Quality attending bo 
its Leaves and Berries, as I have more large 
wrote on in my ninth Chapter of the Timper-irt 


The Verdure of Evergreens is maintained and pre Of 
ſerved, by an oily, tenacious, viſcid Subſtance, 1 about 

| ſiding between the Bark and Trunk; infonuil ) pla 
that they bid Defiance to the moſt inclement Froſt by a e 

as a certain Author well obſerves, — The Eleven grow 
is the Ivy Evergreen Tree, or Shrub, which Fence 

good for many Purpoſes, It may be made 0 and fc 

grow in an ornamental Way to the Walls * but th 

Houſes ; but it is ſeldom done, becauſe it po _ 

| r 


an 


ö : 


wil, it has ſeveral good Qualities belonging to it, 
thin the Medicinal, and in the Artificer's Way. 


Wood and Colour, that, in Tunbridge Wooden- 
Ware, makes a pretty inviting, greeniſh Show. 
ls Leaves are excellent wholeſome Food for Sheep, 
ind other Beaſts ; and its Stalks and Leaves, very 
preeable, when they are made to grow in the Co- 
rer of Arbours, as I have ſhewn in my Thirty-ſixth 
Chapter of the Timber-tree.——— The laſt and 
Twelfth Evergreen, I ſhall take Notice of, is the 
juniper- tree, or Shrub, which is a hardy Vegetable, 
growing in almoſt all Sorts of Soils on Commons, 
or in Hedges, in a Shrub, or Buſh Faſhion, or in 
the Tree Shape, It alſo may be made to grow ſo, 
z to cover an Arbour, or make a good Fence to 
keep out all Sorts of Cattle, by its prickly Leaves. 
Its Fruit, or Berries, are of the moſt wholeſome 
dort, as appears by the great Conſumption of Ju- 
nper-berries, by the Diſtiller, Sc. Its Wood has 
made Cheſts, Tables, and many other Utenſils, 
when grown in a rich Soil, to its full Bigneſs, and 
in a hot Country; for, in ours, it ſeldom is ſuffered 
to grow out of the Buſh, or Hedge Faſhion, for 
the Sake of its Medicinal Berries; as I have more 
fully ſhewn in the Twenty- fourth Chapter of my 


fad Book. 1 


about the Beginning of this Month, you may ſafe- 


grow a vaſt Pace, make in Time an impenetrable 
Fence, or may be cut down at about twenty Years, 
and for Axle- trees for Coach, Cart, or Waggon; 
but there muſt be great Care uſed to preſerve the 
beech in its Infancy, for this particular Tree dif- 
lers from moſt others, in that it muſt not have its 
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ad other Trees. However, let it grow where it 


The Turner, in particular, is concerned in its fine 


Of Planting a Beechen Hedge. In October, or 


I plant the Sets of Beech; and, when it is done, 
by a clever Workman, in a good Soil, they will 


natural 
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142 Of Planting Trees, &c. 
natural Head cut off at Planting, nor bit « 
by Cattle; if it is, it very likely may die, 35 many 
have done. But one of the chief Benefits of thi 
Tree is, that it will thrive in poor, chalky Soils 
Y and flouriſh in the profitable Growth of Wood and 
Maſte : And, for the ſake of theſe good Properties 
Standard- Trees and Hedges ought to be planted 
in ſuch chalky or gravelly Soils ; and alſo becauſe 
they will furniſh their Owner, once in two or three 
Years, with vaſt Quantities of Food* for Deer, 


Swine, and Fowls, for - ſeveral of the Winter poſe, 
Months ; and at laſt the Beech-tree will fetch Six- better 
pence or Ninepence a Foot for its Timber, after it body, 
has ſtood a hundred or two of Years. It is propa- mill en 
gated by Seeds or Sets that will in Time be big Wett 
enough to produce great Plenty of Maſte or Fruit Pkaſar 
for making ſuch an excellent Oil, that none ex- il gr 
ceeds, but the Olive. I might very much enlarge is ex 
on the Profit of planting this Tree; but this is net w 
largely ſupplied by what I have wrote on it, in my cal Q 
ſaid 2.1 ] Timber-tree Treatifes, more 
How to make an impenetrable Fence for Parks, plant 
Woods, Fields, or Gardens, by planting of Much tt Sa 
Elms. —— This Tree, eſpecially for a wet Soil, ib, 
has been thought the propereſt of all others, for (elicio 
growing into an impenetrable Hedge or Fence, * 
for ſecuring Parks, Fields, Woods, or Gardens, * [ 
againſt the breaking in or out of Cattle; and there- | * 
fore Elms have been thus planted for ſupplying - ; 
of Walls, Paling or common Hedges; accordingly Wil * ha 
this valuable Tree will anſwer very well, if young 15 th 
Elms are tranſplanted of about eight Feet high, W 3 
and two Inches thick in their Bodies, within 4 Cc 
Foot of each other. And, if theſe are at firſt W 8 
kept faſt in their Place, by binding with Withs W "ag 
each one to another, or otherwiſe, till they have iſ 5 N 
taken the Ground, and can ſtand firm without My - 


any Help, they will, in a few Years, ſo _ | 
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Reeir Bodies, and grow ſo near together, that a 
'Weazel may not paſs between. Or, for producing 


fuch a Fence, the Sets of Elm may be planted in 


the Form of a Hedge, and be nouriſhed up to 
the Perfection I am writing of. I have heard of 


1 Park that has been thus incloſed, to great Safety 
nd Profit. But obſerve, that the Elm, I would 
recommend, is not the common Elm, for that 


wil not anſwer here like the Witch-Elm. It is 


tie Witch-Elm that I would prefer for this Pur- 
roſe, becauſe this will ſuffer Lopping much 
better than the other, will ſooner grow into a large 
Body, and yield a Brouſe for Deer, or Conies, that 


vill nouriſh them very faſt in the Winter hard 
Weather, becauſe the Bark of this Tree is a moſt 
peaſant healthful Food for them, and which they 
ill greedily eat in Froſty and Snowy Seaſons, Now 
this excellent Witch-Elm is a Sort that is not to be 


net with but in very few Places, nor are its benefi- 
cal Qualities known but to very few, If-it was 
nore known, I am perſuaded Thouſands would 
pant this Tree, that are quite ignorant of it, for 
tie Sake of its faſt Growth in ſwampy or dry 
vlls, to the greateſt Bulk of Trees; and for its 
delicious ſtringy Bark, as I ſaid, that Deer and 


Cones will eat to the laſt Bit. Obſerve allo, 
lat, if this Tree is tranſplanted at any Bigneſs, its 


Head muſt firſt be intirely lopped off. But, of 
ts valuable Witch-Elm Tree, ſee. more in 
Chapter J have wrote on it in my firſt Book 
an the Timber-Tree, at Page 92. Alſo, in my 
kond Book, I have given an ample Account of 
we common Elm. Firſt, Elm deſcribed. Di- 
ers Sorts, Their Bulk. ow to raiſe them. 
ivers Ways of propagating Elms. Tranſplant- 
ng Elms. More of Tranſplanting Elms. How 
Walks of them in Spain. What Land pleaſes 
i Elm, Elms leaſt hurtful to Corn * Pa- 
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ſture-Ground. How to plant Elms. Peng of the 
Elms. Grafting of Elms. Felling of Elms; © Uk. ek 
of Elms. Elm like Ebony. Other Uſes of Eu ale 
Inward Bark of Elm. How to plant Elms will” ” 

ee Hollowneſs of Elms. Elms fo * 
Water-work. Shelter. Mr. Lawſon's Account af w. 
Elm in Carolina. The Difference of Elms. Hoy 1 
an Elm was damaged by the Loſs of an Am — 
The Wheeler's Way of ſecuring Elms from the x $i 
Damage of Weather, Chapter the Fourth, 2 10 he 

Page 61. To conclude this Chapter of Elms, I . 
here offer my Service to furniſh any Perſon with 
the ſcarce Sets of the Witch-Elm Tree ; and thi 
I am the more capable of doing, becauſe, in our 
Neighbourhood, the Witch-Elm grows in Plenty, 
both as a Standard-Tree. and Hedge-Wood. But, 


for my 
tis P 
may lik 
or fror 
hewn 


as there is another Way practiſed by ſome for nk 
raiſing an impenetrable Fence, I ſhall proceed to 100 
give an Account thereof as follows:  _ , th 


How to make an impenetrable Fence for Parks, hi 
Woods, Fields, and Gardens, by planting the Aſh.— * 0 
I am here got to my laſt Article on this Ac- ar Me 
count, and that is to ſhew how ſuch a Fence may 20 
be made, by planting Aſh; and this I do from 10 
what I have done in a certain Park, where, about al 
four Years ago, a Parcel of young Aſh- Trees off "al 
eight Feet high, and two Inches thick, were plant- Ws 
ed at about a Foot Diſtance, juſt within the Park. 15 
Pales, which were held in an upright Poſture, and th 
confined in the ſame by being tied by Withs; and, ql 
for their greater Security, Buſhes were laid on their 15 
open Side to a good Heighth and Bulk, for keep- N . 1 
ing off and preventing the Stags and other Deer CA 
from debarking and ſpoiling them, and for their Now 
more ſpeedy Growth, and greater Security. Thr Wl... 
Heads were intirely cur off before Planting, left the making 
Winds might ſhade their Bodies, and diſturb their WW... — 
Roots, and the Deer be tempted to ſtrive at 4 
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becauſe the Owner had theſe growing in his ad- 
ent Woods, and not the Witch-Elms: Not but 


tis Purpoſe, and, indeed, near as profitable as 
the Witch-Elm, on Account of its being an equally 
nluable Timber, and for its good Bark, that the 
Deer will likewiſe eat well. But, as the Witch- 
Em will grow faſter, into a greater Bulk than the 
Ah, and its Bark is thicker and better, I ſhould, 
fr my Part, prefer the Witch-Elm to the Aſh for 
ths Purpoſe. This impenetrable Aſhen Fence 
may likewiſe be raiſed from Sets planted edge-wiſe, 
on from the Keys or Seeds of the Aſh, as I have 
hewmn in my two Timber-Tree Treatiſes. 

In my Firſt, I have wrote on the Nature and 
Improvement of the Aſh. En 

2dly, Of the Pollard Aſh. 

zaly, Of Aſhen Stems. Eee: 

4thly, Of the Standard Aſh. ; 

And in my Second Book, I have, firſt, ſhewn 
te Method of propagating the Aſh. | 


3dly, The Uſe of Aſh. 

italy, Felling Aſh. 

xthly, The Value of Afh. 
bthly, The Difference of Aſh. 

ly, When Aſh is to be cut down. 


d, italy, An Aſh that grew out of a Chimney. 

eir gtaly, Of Aſhen S_— 

9 lothly, Mr. Lawſon's Account of Afh. 

er Ithly, A new Invention for the Improvement 


Aſh, at Chapter 36. 
Now, notwithſtanding what I have wrote on 


ir * 

he ang impenetrable Fences by Evergreens, yet, for 

ir ling fuch Fences anſwer to the greateſt Profit, 

comes up to the Beech, Witch-Elm, or Aſh, 
- — becauſe 


18 
of their tender Shoots, Now why the Aſh was 
here preferred to the Witch-Elm, I ſuppoſe, was, 


tat the Aſh is a very proper Tree to plant for 


2dly, Of camleted Aſh, not inferior to Maple. f 
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| becauſe the firſt yields Fruit and Wood, and the 


Ornament, in affording ſuch a Pleaſure and Shelter 
as is extreamly agreeable, But the Timber-Tre: 
in keeping off the Power of deſtructive blightingf 


| theſe are ſome of the greateſt Improvement 


Fields, and views a different Scene of the noble 


5 It is certain, that the Brill- Huſbandry gets daily | 
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other two, excellent Lop, Bark, and Timber, Ie 
true, that the Ever-greens' are very | valuable for 


* 


Fence will grow taller, become a greater Shelter 
Winds, and a much ſtronger Fence; however, all 


in Nature. How charming a Sight muſt it yield 
to a Beholder, when he walks through his ſeveral 


Works of his Creator in. each of them, that 
yearly, with little or no Expence, grows into 
Profit, as well as Pleaſure ! It is no Wonder tha 
the Gentleman, I have beforementioned, preferred 
this Taſte of Planting for in this there is no End oi 
Delight, becauſe Trees are every Year new fur 
niſhed with a verdant Appearance, in the fever: 
Stages of their profitable Growth; and this free 
of that panic Hazard, and too often fatal Con 
ſequence of Loſs, that attend moſt other Endea 
vours after the Enjoyment of Pleaſures, 


Trees, great and ſmall, do in Proportion yield, 
At once, both Gain and Pleaſure in the Field, 
And Graſs and Flocks with their ſuest Cover icli, 
Brouſe to the Sheep, and Food to Bees diſpenſe, 
Or, woven in Hedges, prove your Corn's Defence. 
Of fix ſeveral Sorts of Drill-Ploughs, 8c. — 


S . ; 


Ground of the Virgilian, or old common Wa 
of Farming, and that with a great deal of Reaſon f 
for, by its plain and eaſy Uſe, Farmers may obtail 
the greateſt Crops of Grain, and artificial Gra 
in the cheapeſt Manner poſſible. The late Invan 


oat 


tion of one or two Sorts has proved . au 


/ * 


The Copy of a Letter, &c. 147 
kat it has encouraged Artiſts to endeavour the 
making more; and now there are fix at leaſt made 
-rarous Forms, for plowing and ſowing Grain and 
qificial Graſs-Seeds, c. in all Sports of Land, 
nere Drills can be conveniently made; ſo that 
wr both Hill and Vale-Ground of the Sandy, the 
Chalky, the Gravelly, the Loamy, and even Clay 
ils, may be improved by the Drill-Plough and 
Horſe-break, - Accordingly, I furniſh any of 
them to all Parts: As alſo all Manner of Corn 
o Graſs-Seeds, Sets and Seeds of Trees, young 
Fruit or other Trees, and anſwer Letters, provi- 
&d Poſtage is paid to my Houſe thirty Miles 
from London, or that the Letter be franked. If 
therefore any Perſon thinks fit to ſend to me, for 
wy Sort of Plough, I deſire they will let me 
know the Nature and Situation of their Soil. 


* 


CHAP, XVII. 
The Copy of a Letter on an important Subject. 


Hl 16 graze 4 Piece of Ground, by Sowing arti- 
ficial Graſs-Seeds, for always. : 


{ bp. IS I ſhall amplify by the following Co- 
pies of Letters, viz. Sir, I have ſold ſeveral 
o your Books of Farming ; and, in looking over 
'{vcral, I find you furniſh People with Seeds. 1 
being a Farm in my Hands (on Account of 
Tenant's endeavouring to ruin the Land) -and 
being quite a Stranger to the Ground in gene- 
al, deſire the Favour of you to let me know, 
Fat Sort of Graſs- Seeds will do for the Land, 
end at what Price you will deliver it at Len- 
an The Reaſon, why I want Graſs-Seeds, is, 
cauſe the Fenant has plowed up more by near 
„ U 2 twenty 
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twenty Acres, than the Farm will allow, then 
not being Grazing ſufficient for the Cattle ti 


N. 


ſuch a Farm requires; and pleaſe to let m l 
know the Quantity of Seeds that each Acre will 
require. I can have no other Manure but Lin 
which lies conveniently z about half the Lan 
lies upon the Top of a Hill, and at a fmalfffi 
Depth about ſix Inches in Places from the Su 
face in a Bed of Clay, called, Vater-Clay: Th 
other half of the Land, which I deſign for ti 
Grazing-Part, lies adjoining to the above, but Mf 


K Aa mY bu 
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(what I call a Hail) of a gentle Sloping, and is M 
little on the Cold- ſide of the Sun, ſhining full of 
the oppoſite Hill. The Land is of a good Soil 
and a greater Depth from the Clay. As th 
Tenant goes off at Lady-Day, I have very lit 
Time to turn me in; ſo I deſire the Anſwerby tui 
Poſt, which will much oblige N 
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March 13, 1742, Your humble Servant, 
The Land lies near 4/burn, in Derbyſtire* WI 
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My Anfwer to the foregoing Letter. — Sir, Al 
you deſire, I here anſwer your Letter by the Re 
turn of the Poſt ; by which J have to tell you 
that your Account is imperfect, as not being 
a ſufficient Direction for me to act by: There 
fore pleaſe to anſwer the following Queries Wl 
1, What is the Nature of your Surface, whe 
ther it is a Haſle-Mould, a black Loam, or ol 
ther Sort of Soil? 2dly, Whether the Grounq 
lies in a Ridge, that is, whole or half Acre Lands A 
plowed always one Way ; or, if it lies ploweal 
croſs-wiſe in Broad-lands, or in three or fou 1 
Bout-lands? 2g4ly, Whether it lies wet or dry 7 
I mean the lower Ground? 4tbiy, Whether i A 


lies in a common Field, or Incloſure . * 9 
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11 an important Subjeck. 149 
What the laſt Crop of Corn was that grew on 


«che Ground you intend: to lay down for Graſs- 


ground? G6tbly, Whether the ſame Land is by 
ſeyeral Plowings brought into a fine Tilth fit for 
+. Sowing it with Graſs-Seeds? thy, The Num- 
i her of Acres you would have ſown with Graſs- 
t Seeds? Pleaſe to be ſomewhat particular in 
«your Anſwers, and I ſhall take Meaſures accord- 


(ingly. I have ſent a Gentleman above 200 


pound Weight of a Sort of Graſs-Seed, that I 
eam apt to believe will do exceeding well for your 
' Purpoſe 3 for this Seed will, at once Sowing, 
(tho it be of the artificial Sort, furniſh the 


Ground with a Graſs that any Tenant will not 


ſcruple to pay as much Rent for, as if it was 
' natural Graſs 3 for it will fatten Cattle with 
' great Expedition, and, before it is wore out, the 
ame Ground will, of itſelf, run into a natural 


' Graſs, as formerly, from the Roots and Seeds 


of the Ground that was plowed up by your vil- 
' inous Tenant ; ſo that you ſhall loſe no Time 
' by this Contrivance, if -I can be ſo happy as to 
meet with a Parcel of it; for which Purpoſe I 
will in the mean Time ride about in our Parts, 
' (for I have none of my own at preſent) to endea- 
wur the getting of it, for there is none of this 
dort to be bought in London. If I cannot get it, 
' [ſhall ſend you what I think is next beſt, but 
'the Ground muſt be plowed twice at leaſt, to get 
it fine enough ſor the Reception of the Seed: 
Therefore you will do well to have it plowed as 
' faſt as you can, if it is not fine enough already ; 
and, when J ſend the Seed, I ſhall with it ſend 
„Directions for its Management. — Clover. Seed 
bas been this Seaſon from Three-pence Half- 
benny, to Four-pence per Pound; but there has 
been ſuch a Call for this, and all other Graſs- 
beds, that it has riſen to Five. pence per Pound, 

| and 
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of ſhall compute — at 2 — es ag ew i 


© lows, viz. Clover at Five-pence per Pound, 7+: 


<« foil in Hull at three Shillings and Six- [ok { | 
— 


Buſhel, Ray- graſs four Shillings per Bu 
© Graſs I intend to ſend you at Seven - pence 
Pound. Now 12 Pound of Clover-Sted fo Gora a 


Acre of Ground well. Trefoil in Hull, twlf 
< Buſhels ſows an Acre. Ray-graſs the ſam g 
© Quantity. And the Graſs-Seeds J intend tall 
_ © ſend you, one Acre ef Land requires at leaſſiſ 
12 Pound Weight of it; but, if there was mor 


of it ſown on an Acre, it would be better, — Ac. 
cording then to the above Computation, you 


don, who; on paying my Bill, ſhall have my Req; 
ceipt for the ſame, March 20, 1742, 


will partly be a Judge of near the Coſt of Seeds 
in Proportion to the Number of Acres you would 
ſow. Therefore, pleaſe to ſend Money for th 
ſame by your Carrier, or Correſpondene/ in Lu 
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For the Month of December. 


r 
Of Sowing Wheat in this Month. 


F 7Þe ill 8 incident to the 
ll Sowing of Wheat in this Month, 
and the Way to prevent them. 
In Marſh Ground, in Vale Ridge- 
lands, and in the ſtiff Clayey Soils 
of Middleſex, they ſeldom or never 
2 ſow Wheat-ſeeds in this Month. 
bn, in Chilturn Countries, there are Thouſands of 
Acres ſown with Wheat in December, as ſoon as 
Tumeps, or Cole, or Rape-heads, are eaten off: 
And this more eſpecially, where a Farmer has a 
pet that Wheat will ſell at a good Price af- 
&the next Harveſt, for then many are tempted 


to 
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2 Of Sewing Wheat in this Mtb. 
to ſow Wheat, though late in the Year, whi 
otherwiſe would not, but ſow the ſame Ground 
with Barley or other Grain. .Yet it concerns eve 
ry Farmer to avoid ſowing Wheat in this Month 


the P 
ome 7 
ceſs ha 
jt has 
tice 0 
violent 
or rat 
ter tha 
then a 
Weath 
but alf 
t. B. 


unleſs there is ſuch a Proſpect, or other neceſſitoul 
Reaſons 3 I fay, a Neceſſity that may thus happen 5 
In caſe the Turneps, or Rapes, are eaten off, an 
| the Ground is ready to be plowed and fowl 
1 with Wheat in dry and open Weather in thi 
1 | Month, then it may encourage the Plowing an f 
= Sowing ſuch a Field with Wheat; becauſe, at thi 
1 Time of Year, this Sort of Weather ſeldom had 


= Pens, elſe the Sowing of Wheat ought to be d ds 
1 ferred till next Month; for this is a ſtanding Ru (il 


; with many of the experienced and knowing Far 
f mers: That Wheat, ſown in a favourable Seaſon ii 
; January, will. be as forward, as that in Decemb4if 
it before Chriſtmas; and this, becauſe the Days in 
ky creaſe, as well as the Sun's Heat, which forward 
ö the Chipping and Sprouting of the Wheat: ſceq 


enjoy | 
ow 'y 
of it, 
Metho 

The 
Wheat 


1 and brings it under a conſtant Growth; whi a v 
by that ſown in this Month, by the long cold Night in: 
4 4 and the little and rare Heats of the Sun, lies ita 


nating and deadening in the Earth, oftentimes i 
the Loſs of moſt of the Crop of Wheat; not vil 
that Wheat is often ſown in this Month to goof 
Succeſs, as ſoon as Turneps, Rape, or Cole, are ca 
en off by the Sheep; but then ſuch Succels WW 
owing to the potent Reaſons following: TM 
firſt is, The Dung of the Sheep, if not ſoon ploy 
ed in, would be waſted by the Waſh of Rains Oi 
Snows, and the Earth get the more clung a 
ſour. Secondly, The ſooner ſuch Ground is ploy 
ed and ſowed, the better Heart it will be in Wi 
nouriſh the Grain, Thirdly, This will be the 19 
fer and more profitably done, if a fine * p 
Seaſon happens at this Time; and the Succq; 
will be the more, if ſuch mild Weather ſucce 


6 
W 


/ Swing Wheat in this Month,” 3 
the Plowing and Sowing of the Wheat-ſeed for 
ume Time to forward its Growth. Yet ſuch Suc- 
2G has proved very prejudicial to a Farmer, where 
it has encouraged him to make a common Prac- 
ire of ſowing Wheat in this Month, and a long 
violent Froſt has quickly followed ſuch Sowings ; 
ir rather when great Rains have fell preſently af- 
r that have chipped and ſprouted the Wheat, and 
then a long ſevere Froſt quickly followed ſuch wet 
Weather; ſo as not only to check its firſt Growth, 
hut alſo to kill moſt of it, or at leaſt ſome Part of 
it, But, notwithſtanding the ſeveral fatal Acci- 
&nts attending ſowing Wheat in December, many 
Gilurn Farmers of late, out of Covetouſneſs to 
moy Plenty of this Golden Grain, do plow and 
by Wheat in this Month where the Soil admits 
if it, for the ſeveral Reaſons, and after the ſeveral 
Methods I am going to obſerve. on 

The ſeveral Ways that ſome Farmers take to ſow 
Wheat in this Month, — The Practice of ſow- 
ng Wheat in this Month, in different Manners, 
ends very much on the Nature of the Soil. If 
ts a gravelly Loam, a ſandy Loam, a chalky 
Lam, or an intire dry loamy Earth, Wheat-ſeed 
tay poſſibly be ſown in this Month, with a Proſpect . 
i Succeſs + Firſt, by ſowing Wheat after Wheat. 
*ondly, by ſowing Wheat after Barley. Third- 
u by ſowing Wheat after Clover; and Fourth- 
þ by ſowing Wheat after Turneps, or Rape, 
. | | | | 
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Hi, How a Farmer ſowed Wheat direfly after 
Wheat, to great Advantage, — This was done by a 
Feat Farmer, that lived about two Miles diſtant 
um me, who, by good Plowings and Dungings, 
l the Year 1739, had got his gravelly and 
talky loamy Land in very fine Order, for ſow- 
4 it with Wheat, and accordingly ſowed it 
Ki this Grain, but to little Purpoſe z for he had 

3 hardly 
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| 4 ; Of Sow ing Wheat in this Month, %a 

hardly more than his Seed again, becauſe the Ears 
lay in ſuch a hollow looſe Condition, by ſuch 1 
good Plowings and Dungings, as gave the greaff 
hard Froſt that followed Room to make a free EA 
trance, and kill the Wheat Roots. Now, as then 
was not a Crop of Wheat ſufficient to exhauſt af 
ſpend the Vertue of the Dung, as ſoon as Hau 
veſt was over, the Farmer plowed up the ſam 
Ground; and after he had got it fine enough, bi 
more than one Plowing, he ſowed the fame lat 
with Wheat again, and the ſecond Crop prove 
as good as the firſt was bad. ' 
A fecond Way — Is done by ſome Chilturn Fail 
mers, who think their gravelly, or ſandy loan 
Soils in ſuch good Order and Heart, as to bear 
ſecond Crop of Wheat directly after the firſt 
That is, as ſoon as Harveſt is over, they plow ſud 
Ground up, and let it lie fome Time for till 
Wheat-ſtubble to rot; but this would be bett 
done, if they had firſt raked off the Stubble bull 
fore Plowing, which would fave ſome Time if 
getting the Land fine; for, the more the Stubb\_l 
the longer Time it requires to rot; and it generaſi 
is in this Month (if the Stubble is large) ba 
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fore it rots enough to give the Farmer Leave il 
plow and fow Wheat; and then ſuch Wheat: eq 
may be ſown either in two Bout-lands, in Broagl 
lands, or in by the Drill-plough, as the Land 
more or leſs fine, and afterwards aſſiſted by To 
dreſſing, as I ſhall by and by give an Account of. 
O Sowing Wheat after a Barley-Crop.— I 
is oftener done, than ſowing Wheat directly al 
Wheat, becauſe it is not ſo natural for the Ear 
to bear the ſame Grain twice together, as when 
is ſown with a Change of Seed. Wheat-fced : 
often ſown immediately after Harveſt in Brod 
lands, on only one Plowing, and harrowed In, whe 4 
che Earth is of the light Sort; but, in _ — 1 
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/ Sowing Wheat in this Month, 5 
kiffer, then it is beſt done after two or three 
Plowings, to get it into a thorough Fineneſs, 
&r ſowing. the Seed in two Bout- lands: Howe- 
ver, in either of theſe two Forms of Sowing, there 
za Fault attending this Undertaking, ; for, where 
z full Crop of Barley has been mown off, it ge- 
erally leaves the Ground ſo hollow, as makes the 
Wheat-Crop fall down before Harveſt, to the 
geat Damage of the Farmer; and therefore ma- 
of late have been ſo judicious, as to roll all fuch 
Wheat that has been fown directly after a Barley- 
Crop, when it has appeared in a green Blade, in 
oder to faſten the Earth about its Roots, to pre- 
rent the Misfortune. * 2". 5; « TY 
f Sowing Wheat late after Clover. — This is 
sometimes, but rarely, done, by reaſon of the 

ate Feeding that ſome Farmers are neceſſitated to 
vive their Clover-graſs; who, being thus forced to 
emoy it as long as poſſible for their Cattle, ſuffer 
t to grow very late; and then for fear Harrowing 
n Wheat, on only one Plowing, would expoſe the 
Ned too much to the Rapine of Field Fowls, and 
the Deſtruction of very hard long Froſts, they give 
ſuch Land two or three Plowings, to get it fine 
enough to plow and ſow Wheat in two Bout-lands; 
nich covers and ſecures it much better from ei- 
= of theſe Diſaſters, than when it lies in Broad- 

nds. 4 
Of Sowing Wheat after Turneps, or Rape, or 
(ile, — Of this I have juſt wrote before, and it is 
performed by the two ſeveral Ways of ſowing and 
arrowing in Wheat on one thin Plowing on 
broad-lands in this, or in the Months of January or 
thruary, as ſoon as the Turneps, or Cole, or Rape 
ac eaten off by Sheep, or Bullocks ; but, if two 
or more Plowings are given ſuch Land, Wheat 
my be ſown therein in two Bout-Stitches, or in the 
Dall Mode, which will anſwer the beſt of any N. 

where 


of the Three-wheel, or Pulley-Ploughs, as in tt 


may be fown in Drills after Wheat, Barley, Clo 
1 
this by getting the Ground, by ſeveral Plowing 


Wheat - ſeed will lie deeper in the Earth, than M 
the Broad-land Faſhion of Sowing; and this is 


ſheltered from theſe Misfortumes. Now, whe 
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6 Of .Sowing Wheat in this Mont —_ 
where the Soil is light enough for the 'Operar;- 


next Place I ſhall give an Account of. 

Sowing Wheat in this Month by the | | Plaz 
— As to the Sowing of Wheat by the Drill 
Plough, I have in my former Works wrote on it 
but here I muſt vary a little, by writing that Whef 


ver, Turneps, or Rapes, Sc. to Succeſs; : 


into ſuch a Fineneſs, or Tilth, as will fit it fe 
this Uſe ; and which may be done, if the Land 
light enough for the Purpoſe, free of large Stone 
and lies dry: Then, I ſay, the Drill-Huſbands 


gt E. 
will anſwer here better than any other; becauſet i 


the Poy 
Thouſa 
ther, in 
& ſown 
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more neceſſary to be done at this Time of Je 
to preſerve it ſafe againft the Power of North a hure 
Eaſterly Winds and great Froſts, that often & nit « 
almoſt whole Crops of Wheat, while it lies ben,! 
Broad and Bout- lands: In the firſt Shape, as bfr 3 
ing too ſhallow a Situation; and in the other, kus, 
the Wheat lies high expoſed to the Weathe nd coy 
while that ſown in Drills lies warmly and rich Mt of t. 
=, or 
be Drill 
J. An 
Ithis M 
15, 572 
Of D; 
Metres, 


fuch Ground is, by ſeveral Plowings with a con 
mon Plough, firſt got into a Filth, or fine Tel 
ture of porous Parts, then the Earth is fit 1 
Drilling in Wheat, which may be done (if the N 
ture of the Soil is proper) by the excellent Fall 
Rent three-wheel light Drill-Plough; and which; 
by being drawn with two Horſes in the making Wi har 
a new Drill as cloſe as the Plough can well go nen Fay, 
to the laſt Drill: As the Wheat-ſeed drops out Gl! vp.-di 
the Hopper, the Earth, if it is truly light and bh © be 
will fall in upon the Seed of itſelf, and, cover bd; 


in a very looſe Manner, fo well as to defend , then | 


+ 
» 
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1 Of Swing Wheat in this Month, 7 
om all Accidents of Winter Weather; and, 
y the Waſh of Rains on the Sides and Top 
# the Drills, the Wheat will be nouriſhed in 
t Perfection, ſtand faſter than when ſown in 
de common Ways of Sowing, and much better 
withſtand the violent ſcorching Heats that in 
ame Summers laſt a long Time; and therefore, 
when the Soil is of the ſandy, or other very dry 
rt, by this Method of drilling in Wheat- 
ted, it will not only be free from theſe Misfor- 
mes I have mentioned, bur alſo from that other 
ro often fatal one, of the Roots of Wheat being 
movered by fierce Winds, that blow away the 
ht Earth from off them, and fo expoſe them to 
te Power of Froſts, that kill Thouſands and ten 
Thouſands of them in very hard Winters. But far- 
ter, in caſe the Earth, in which Wheat - ſeed is to 
k own at this Time of Year, is of a more heavy 
Niture than Sand, Chalk, or Gravel, and yet will 
mit of this Wheel Drill-Plough's Operation: 
Then, I ſay, if the Ground cannot be got ſo fine, 
ter a Crop of Wheat, Barley, Clover, Peaſe, 
kins, Turneps, or Cole, or Rape, as to fall upon 
a0 cover the Seed of itſelf, as ſoon as it is ſown 
of the Hopper; if this happens, a light Har- 
W, or Harrows, may be drawn long-ways over 
ke Drills, and they will cover the Seed with Safe- 
=” And, for dreſſing and manuring Wheat ſown 
5 ay Month, I ſhall enlarge on the ſame as fol- 
, v7 „ | 
Of Dreſing latter ſown Wheat, by Dungs and 
WT irs. — This Month is commonly attended 
WT”. hard froſty Weather; when it ſo happens, it 
u Fvour of thoſe Farmers, who have Occaſion 
= Þ-dreſs their Wheat; for it is the Caſe of ma- 
= be under ſuch a neceſſitous Circumſtance, 
£ 0 had not Dung enough by them, or who could 
ben buy Manure enough to dreſs their Wheat- 
—_  -- _—_— Ground 
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Ground ſufficiently before Sowing; however, a 
there were and are ſeveral PUR Ba Far 
mers have to enrich their Wheat-Crops by Dung 
and Manures, I ſhall here mention ſome of them 
The firſt Opportunity they have, is by plowing 
long Dung into the Ground at the firſt _ Stirre 
Time, or ſecond Plowing the Land, ..preparatorfi 
for ſowing it with Wheat-ſeed in September or Oc 

tober : By this early Piece of Huſbandry, ſucſ i 
long Dung has Time enough to rot and incorporate 
with the Earth, by the ſeveral aftet Plowings, thailf 
are neceſſarily performed for bringing it into M 
fine Tilth; and, indeed, is a good Way to preveniif 


| | 13 50 

the Cankering of the new ſown Seed, or the Bree ir tu 
of Smut and Pepper-Wheat, Diſeaſes which a bene 
often occaſioned by plowing in Dung Juſt beſoſ mon 
the Wheat-ſeed is ſown, The Second is by th Lis, 
Fold, which is allowed to be the beſt of Dreſſn br 2 
for a Wheat-Crop, either in Chilturn or Va ir) 8 
lands; and, as it is an univerſal one, happy al Wiea 
they who live near a large Common for Feeding it w; 
their Flocks, free of that Fatigue, which mam cir 
are obliged to ſuffer, who live one or two Mig kame 
diſtant from a Common; as I have known ſome lhre 
do, and yet are forced to drive their Sheep events de- 
Day to it. In this Caſe, their Flocks hardly ec beat 
half the Benefit of that which grazes near Home i: Sde 
However, to ſupply this Defect, a right Chi ka. F 
Farmer will always have Clover or other artific Wl © Fro 
Graſs enough growing in his incloſed Fields, dee 
ſupply, in a great Meaſure, this Sufficiency, A bnd 
give his Sheep a Belly-full before they are folded et- 
tor the poor Feeding of folded Sheep is next £4 lepect, 
Drawing an empty Dung- cart over the go > he, or 
Now the Happineſs of a good Flock of Wear owing 
Sheep gives the Farmer not only an Oo" as 
of dunging his Land in the early Part of the Suff der N. 
mer, bur alſo as a Top- dreſſing in the latter Korn, 


/ Sung Wheat in this Month, yg 
i it, even after the Wheat is ſown, either in Broads 
nds, Ridge-lands, Bout- lands, or in the Drill- 
yay 3 and which has this peculiar Quality belonging 
0 it, that once Folding now, or in the latter Part, 
b worth twice Folding in the former Part of the 
dummer: Therefore, where Wheat is ſown in this 
Month, and the Weather is not too wet or ſnowy, 
nd the Ground will admit of it, a Flock of 
deep; with a Rack of Wheat; or Bean, Pea, or 
Therch-Straw, or _ will do great Service, by 
keding them in the Fold for their more plentiful 
Dunging, and keeping them in Health: But Bar- 
ky, or Oat-ſtraw, in particular, is to be avoided 
fr this Purpoſe 3 becauſe theſe are apt to ſhed their 
Kernels, and ſtain the Wheat, by their taking Root 
mong it; and then it would be the Farmer's great : 
Lok, who muſt ſell a Sack of ſuch ftained Wheat, ” 
fr a Shilling or two leſs, than if it was clear from 
hich Soil, In ſhort, by thus Folding on new-fown 
Wieat, it will cauſe it, in a great Degree, do re- 
it Winds and Wets, and very much preſerve it a- 
ginſt that Loſs, which generally happens to the 
Farmer; when his Wheat falls down, and is laid 
Kore Harveſt 3 force the Worms to quit their Liv- 
bg near the Surface, and Knawing the Roots of 
heat; and, at the fame Time, by the Tread of 
le Sheep, it will be fo faſtened and cloſed, that the 
feld-Fowls cannot come at it to devour the Seed, nor 
le Froſts to damage it. The third Way is done 
motten, ſhort, Stable-dung, plowed into the 
ound at the very laſt Plowing of all, when the 
Wheat-Seed is ſown 3 this is a good Way in one 
het, eſpecially where the Wheat is ſown in two, 
ire, or four Bout- lands; becauſe, by this Way of 
loving and Sowing, the Plough mixes the Dung 
ud lays it ſo mixed with the Earth, in a very. re- 
tar Manner, to the great Advantage of the Sced's 
wh, which here is 2 warm by the — 
an 
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10 Of Sowing Wheat in this Month, 


ture, is apt to heat, eanker, and ſpoil or damage 
ther I ever met with: Accordingly, J believe, I 1 


more, than Farmers do in other Counties, by thi 
old pernicious Cuſtom of laying on our rotten Hung 


fine, minute Parts, free from that mouldy Heat 
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and very much defended againſt- the Damage vans. + 
great Winds, hard Froſts, and violent Rains: But 
then. there 1s this Inconvenience attending it; the 
Dung, which naturally is of a het and mouldy Na. 


the Wheat-Seed, to the Breeding of Smutty or Pep 
r-Wheat: Tet, as prejudicial as this is, it is mor 
practiſed by the Heriſordſbire Farmers, than any o- 


may venture to affirm it for a Truth, that we, in 
the Weſtern Parts of Hertfordſhire, ſufferas much, oi 


Juſt before we plow and ſow our Ground with Wheat. 
And this, in a great Meafure, I prove, by what 
I have been an Eye-witnefs of, in other Parts off 
England. In Kent and Eſſex, to avoid this ill Piecl 
of Huſbandry, they mix their Dung with Mould 
and ſmall Chalk, or Lime, early in the Summer 
againſt Wheat-Seaſon; which gives them an Op 
portunity of turning their one great Heap, and mai 
ing its fertile Ingredients together more than once Wi 
ſo that, in Time, they become incorporated inal 


Part of 
there fo. 
by his 

dy the 

ls Stal 
of Whe 
ider ( 
Vertue 
that he. 
t will o 
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both lot 
arried | 


which, as I ſaid, Dung alone is ſubject to. Andi 
thus, they not only prevent theſe Diſaſters, but mak 
fuch Manure go a great Way further in the fertig; 
ſing their Wheat-Crop, becauſe it mixes with almoſ 
all Parts of the Earth. Others think even this ro 
great a Hazard, and fear, if they lay their Dung 
on their Wheat-land the ſame Year they ſow 1 
that it will heat. and canker their Wheat-Seed, 10 
the Breeding of Smutty and Pepper-Wheat. ANY 
therefote they make a Compoſt or great Heap vil lap, 
ſeveral Materials, which they lay on their Lane 4 0 Part 
when they ſow it with Oats, Barley, or Beans; ch it, 
that, in the following Year, when they ſow the ſa 2 Wheat. 
Ground with Wheat, they are pretty ſure of * Z Lonyenj 


I 
þ is 


 frered from theſe two Misfortunes. This they do 
in ſome Parts of Ee, near the Town of Barly, 


ut | 48 | 
he ir that Part of Zeriford/aire, next Eſſex, and in ſe- 
ga. tcral other Places. In Norfolk, . Surry, &c. they 

co ime their Wheat-land; in Hampfhire, Cheſhire, &c. 


they marle it 3 in Wiliſbire, &c. they dreſs their 
Wheat-ground with a white Manure ; in Cambridge- 
fire, &c. they lay on Oil-cake Powder ; and in 
ome Parts of Hertfordſhire, they make uſe of Soot, 
 Horn-ſhavings, Rags, Sheeps-trotters, Cows and 
Hogs Hair and Hooves, &c. ſtriving, as much as 
they can, to dreſs their Wheat-ground with any 
Thing but Dung, and laying that on their Mea- 
dw, or Barley, Oat, or Bean-land: By which they 
void the great Damage that naked Dung often 
brings their Wheat-crop under. The fourth Way is 
done, by laying long Dung over Wheat, in laſt or 
this Month. This Practice, as I ſaid before, is 
aiefly done through Neceſſity, when the Farmer 
has not had Dung enough by him in the former 
Part of the Year to dreſs his Wheat-land with, and 
therefore is glad to do it now, with that he makes 
by his Stable, his Hog-ftye, or his Cow-houſe. If 
iy the firſt, it highly concerns his Intereſt, to make 
is Stable-dung, as I have obſerved, from the Feed 
i Wheat, Bean, or Pea-ſtraw, or Hay, and lay it 
der Cover, that the Rains may not waſh out 1ts 
Vertue3 and then, when froſty Weather happens, 
lat he can draw it on, and ſpread it over his Wheat, 
twill do great Service. My Way, in this Reſpect 


Management, is thus: 1 lay ſuch Stable-dung, 
C both long and ſhort together, under Cover, as it is 
"8 "ied out of my Stable; and, as J increaſe the 
ap, my Boy throws the Chamber- pot over eve- 


0) Part of it, which very much helps to rot and en- 
i it, and cauſe it to do great Service to the 
heat. crop at this Time of Year : But, to this great 
dveniency, I muſt tack the Account of an Incon- 
8 | 2 veniency 
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of Wheat, in January, and afterwards, commoniz 
yellow, and perhaps kill many of them; But, by 


| the Help of Rains, which will waſh out the fertig 
Quality of the Dung and Stale, but afterwards th 


fortune — This is the worſt Misfortune that attend: 4 


the Farmers Intereſt, ſeldom or never fail of making 


over the Ground, and, in their flocking March 
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veniency attending the Laying on of long Dung 
Wheat; and — is, r E Og n 
never be laid on Wheat after this Month; becauſe 
by the Length of the Straw, it will be apt to ſmot 
the young Blades of the Wheat, and thus do more 
Harm than Good. I ſhould have faid, that the Blade: 


get ſuch a Length and Bigneſs, as to cover moſt 
or all the Ground; and then, if ſych long Dung ig 
laid over them, it will be apt to make them look 


laying it On in this Month, in the Inf ant-grow * f 
the Wheat, it will not only greatly noutiſh it, by 


Straw-part will keep the Wheat warm, and ſhe| 
ter it againſt the North and Eaſt Winds, which 
ſometimes kill or cripple Thouſands of Acres of thi 
golden Vegetable, and alſo enable it to reſiſt the 
Chill of Waters, that, in many flat, ſtiff Soils, arc 
very apt to damage the Wheat-crop. Laſtly, there 
is an Opportunity, at this Time of Year, to drelyf 
Wheat-Crops by the Hand, in ſowing over the 
Soot, Peat-aſhes, Oil-cake Powder, or Cows on 
Hogs-hair, Sc. But, as it is rather too ſoon to de 
it in this Month, I ſhall defer a further Diſcourling 
on them till next. a e 
How a laiter-fown M pbeat- Crop was almoſt ſpoiled g 
by Crows and Rooks, and how to prevent the like Mi 
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Sowing Wheat late, for then theſe knowing Crea 
tures, that act as ſo many watchful Enemies again" 


any very latter ſown Corn their chief Place of Ren 
devouz. And, as the black Tribe of Crows, aud 
Rooks, are the moſt numerous, and beſt furniſneq 
with the ſtrongeſt Beaks, they moſt diligently tac 
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Of Sewing Wheat in this Month, 13 


iy Means of Clover, Cole, and Turnep-Crops, our 


Wheat, Barley, Cc. and then, notwithſtanding all 
wr Inventions of ſowing Wheat, in the ſecureſt 


mint this Sort of Field-Cormorants ; becauſe, tho? 


d and plowed in Under-thoroughs, or in the Drill- 
Mode, yet what theſe Invaders cannot come at pre- 
ſatly after Sowing-Time, they will make a ſecond 
ud fierce Effort, at the firft Sprouting of the Wheat, 
whoſe Blades ſerve, as ſo many Marks, or Signs, 
v direct theſe winged Pioniers, to ſtock or peck up 


tom it, than when the Corn is juſt new-ſown, as 
laving now the Increaſe of the Blade added to it. 
Bit there is till another Reaſon for ſowing Wheat 
lte, as may appear by the following Caſe :— A 
bnvelly incloſed Field was ſown with Wheat ear- 
Fin November, becauſe this warm dry Soil is apt 
o cauſe the Grain to grow rank too ſoon, if ſown 
n September, or Offober ; and becauſe, the leſs 


"Pp will be nouriſhed ; for as a dry huſky Gravel 


Dung is ſuffered to lie as long here, as it uſually 
Ws in the ſtiffer Sort, the Wheat will com- 
Plan for Want of a fertile Aſſiſtance before Harveſt, 
Now this new-ſown Field of Wheat ſuffered much 
ly the Crows and Rooks, becauſe it was thus ſown 
ke; but, as the Seed was plowed in, they could 

| | Not 


Ground is made the moſt liable to be ſown late with 


Manner, yet it cannot be ſaid to be intirely ſafe, a- 


tmay be ſown in two, or more Bout- lands, or ſow- 


be Kernel, in its Embryo of Growth; for then, as 
tis not yet all ſpent in Root, the Crow and Rook 
meet with a ſweet, tender, and larger Subſiſtence 


Time the Dung lies in this Soil, the more the Wheat- 


they have full Time and Liberty of executing their 
Rapine, to the Deſtruction, ſometimes, of a ſmall . 
Field of Grain: Now, no Country ſuffers, on this 
Account, ſo much as the incloſed Chilturn ; becauſe, 


8 the moſt Jean and hungry Soil of all others, if 
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1 Of Sui Wheat in this M 
not come at enough of it to ſpoil the Crop in ged. 
great Degree; however, the Weather own — 9. ] 
terwards in their Fayour, by a three (Sa In "The 
Froſt in this Month, the Ground became fo lookn Mi 1 
ed by it at the next Thaw, as to giye theſe Foyle tialky 
an Invitation to come and peck up the new ſprou i by Wi 
ed Kernels. Accordingly, about the eighteenth Das er th 
of December, great Numbers of them fell to work Wi powin 
and, being directed to their Prey by the ſprouting burt in 
Blades of the Wheat, they ſtruck in their Bills, and & his 
by the ſtirring Motion of them to the right and leH nd at 
they ſo opened and parted the Earth, as to com in was 
at and pull up the new opened Kernel; and thu raw, 
they tore up the Seed, leaving. many of the brok t vas 
off Blades, about two Inches long, behind them, o t with 
the Surface of the Earth, by which they demoliſh it, exc 
ed great Part of the Crop; and the more as thios 
Field lay at a great Diſtance from the Farmer Ml }:nefit 
Houſe, and he was not armed with that Knowledge (abe, k 
and Diligence, that ſome are Maſters of, for he oni d the 
burnt a little Straw here and there about the Ground HA R 
whereas, had he ſhot ſome for a dead Scare-crov ul » <nj0 
or catched ſome, by twiſting two or three ſmall Winter 
Threads together, and tied crooked Pins to thei il the 
Ends, and faſtened ſome Peaſe on them; I ſay, un in 
he had laid a good Number of theſe Snares abouf iters, | 
the fame Field in due Time, fixed to Bits of Stick it grea 
thruſt into the Ground, he very probably might have bol! 
taken as many of theſe his Enemies, as would have ue et 
ſerved as ſo many Beacons, to fright and keep of fine of 
all others of their Fraternity. , I knew an old Ch went 
turn Farmer, who lived near Dagnal, in Hertford": Im 
/bire, follow this Practice, with ſuch Succeſs, that h may 
prevented a great deal of Damage, that the Crow id hay 
and Rooks would otherwiſe have done to his Comm ] Nohts, 
Crops : But as I know two other Ways, that woule f [mep- 
prove more efficaciops than theſe, if rightly ma it by ] 
| mage ert, 


O Sewing Wheat in this Month 75 
weed, I intend to publiſh them in March next, 
when Barley, c. are to be ſown. 5 
| The Way that a Chilturn Farmer took to enrich his 
w run Wheat.— His Wheat was ſown in 4 
talky Soil of the looſer Sort, which | he enriched 
by Winter-folding his Weather-Sheep on the ſame, 
fer this Manner : Having large Crops of Turneps 
rowing in his incloſed Fields at Dagnal, that lie 
art in Buckinghamſhire, and Part in Bedfordſbire, he 
& his Weather-Sheep on them in the Day- time, 
nd at Night folded them on his Wheat. If the Sea- 
in was dry, he would fill a moveable Rack with 
(raw, that ſtood ready placed on the Wheat. If 
t vas baſhy, wettiſh Weather, he then would fill 
t with Hay, and thus carry on Folding all the Win- 
tr, except when very great Rains happened, or when 
rows fell; and, even then, he would not loſe the 
Enefit of the Sheeps Dung and Stale, for in this 
(ae, he would confine them in a Straw-yard, and 
kd them there with Pea, Barley, or Oat-Straw, out 
a Rack ; ſo that he made it his particular Care 
henjoy the Benefit of this excellent Dung all the 
Winter in one Place or other, and indeed I may fay, 
il the Year, Thus he enriched his Wheat. crop, 
bm in a chalky, looſe Soil, the beſt Way of all 
ters, becauſe here the Sheep, by their Tread, do 
he great Service in trampling on and preſſing down 
le hollow Earth on the Wheat-Roots, ſo as to 
make their Stalks ſtand faſt hereafter, againſt the 
te of Winds and great Rains, and againſt the 
went Heat and Drought of Summer, to the no 
ite Improvement of ſuch a Wheat-crop. But here 
| may be aſked, What Dreſſing will the Turnep- 
nd have, if the Sheeps Dung is thus carried off in 
Vohrs. To this, I anſwer, that, for obtaining a full 
lumep-crop, we ſeldom fail of dreſſing the Ground 
by Dung, or by the Fold; and, as it thus firſt 
*:d, the Dung and Stale of the Sheep, while 
| | eed 
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16 Of Sowing Wheat in this Month, 
feed and remain among them all the Day. is 6 MW. .... 
ent to fertiliſe the Ground fe Aa Vo | Io 
crop. But our common Cuſtom is, to dreſs ſyelliie. 
Ground again, when we ſet on it either a Whez 
or Barley-crop 3 and this we do by laying on ra: 
Dung, or Horn-ſhavings, or Rags, Cc. juſt befor 
we plow and ſow either of theſe Grains; or «if 
throw Soot over the ſame, after the green Blade half 
appeared, or we run the Fold on it. By ſome of thee 
Materials, we generally improve either a Wheat of 
Barley-Crop, that may be ſown directly after thi 
© Turneps are eaten off. But, if there was no ſuch ad 
_ ditional Dreſſing beſtowed on the Land after a full 
; Turnep-crop, it is a great Chance if-a good Crop 
of Wheat or Barley does not ſucceed : And thu 
= Wheat or Barley. crop may be much improved, wher 
3 ſown either in the Broad-land, or in the Drill-mode 


C:ſon 3 


=_ If it is to be done inthelaſt Form, ſuch Turnep-· grounꝗ 
2 : ſhould be plowed, twice at leaſt, and harrowed {lf 
| veral Times well, for preparing and getting it ina 
a proper Fineneſs for ſuch Drill ſowing of Wheat of 
Barley, by the Three-wheel light Plough... MM 
When, and why, Wheat is better ſome Yearsin Vale 
than others, — In this Month, 1742, the Wheat crop 
in Vales, made as fine an Appearance, I believe, ai 
ever was known, The Reaſon was this; for thelgl 
two or three Summers laſt paſt, we have enjoyed 
long Seaſons of very dry Weather, which gave tai 
Farmer ſuch a favourable Opportunity of plowing 
his Ground, both at Fallow, Stirree, and Sowing lM 
Time, that he did more Good to it with one Plow 
ing, than two or three would have done in ver 
wet Weather, whereby he brought it into a. mol 
fine ſweer Condition of Tilth ; two Qualification 
that often prove more advantageous to the Farmer Wl 
Intereſt, than a ſorry Dreſſing: That is, if ten Loads "WV he 
of Dung were laid on one Acre of Land, and oy : — 
1 f „„ er Bea] 
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| Of Manures and Dreflings, c. 17 
into it at Fallow, or at the. firſt Stirree-time 31 
V this Quantity of Dreſſing ſo plowed in a dry 
En; and if ſuch a dry Summer ſucceeds, that he 
U plow and ſow his Wheat in fuch dry Weather, 
+ will do him more Service; than double the 
Quntity; or more, laid on and plowed in, in wet 
Jae, if ſuch a wet Summer follows that he 
obliged afterwards to plow and ſow his Wheat 
; at a wettiſh Time. But there is another main 
ſon that confirms what I here write; and that 
k by ſuch ſeveral Operations of the Plough in 
y Weather, for preparing Vale Ridge-lands to 
«ive Wheat-ſeed in the beſt Perfection, in order 
jr producing a full Crop of this King of Grain: 
ſhe Thiſtle; the Arch-Enemy of Vale Wheat- 
(ops, is hereby kept under, and prevented doing 
tutruinous Harm, which; in many Places of theſe 
by ſtiff Soils, in wet Seaſons proves, if not fatal, 
rt of great Damage; fo ſuch Wheat Crops. 
Wheat Sown after a Turnep Crop at Giles's Chaf- 
bn, near Amerſham, in Bucks; — Here the Soil is 
frthe moſt Part a gravelly Sort, and therefore they 
by it with Wheat accordingly in ſeveral Shapes; 
leit particular Ways of doing it, at other Times 
tthe Year, I ſhall not here mention, beeauſe I am 
m confined to their doing it after a Turnep- 
(op. As ſoon as the Turneps are eaten clean 
ch they give their Ground only one ſingle Plow- 
g and ſow their Wheat-ſeed in half a Quantity 
brad-caſt, which they plow in with their TWo- 
mee! Wood-chip-plough very ſhallow, on Pur- 
ve that the Wheat-roots ſhould reach the Dung 
ad the State of the Sheep that they left in and on 
le Surface; then on the rough Earth, as the 
tough left it, they ſow the other half Quantity 
lf Wheat-ſeed, and harrow it in. By this Ma- 
gement great Part of the Seed is ſecured againſt 
be Beaks of Field-fowls, which, at this Time of 
= Tear, 
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Year, are very ravenious, and will bolly fu 
their Lives to get at any new-ſown Wheat, f 
want of other Opportunities of living better. An 
as March is the oft dangerous Month in off 
whole Year for killing Wheat, I hive à new Ml 
rhod to publiſh, that will, for a Trifle Cliarge al 
Trouble, prevent it, and not only prevent it, bi 
greatly improve the Wheat in its after Growth. 
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Of Salt-Petre, 


AY Accomit of the infinite Advantage that n 
& Þ neceſſarily accrue to this Nation, if Salt-Pet 
can be made in every Town and Village for'a 7 
Charge, according to Dr. Allen's Propuſal.—— 
the Northampton- Mercury, or Weekly News-Pap 
bearing Date the 7th of March 7155 there is 
Advertiſement inſerted in the following Word 
Good Judges who have ſeen and read the Re 
rend Mr. Thomas Allen's compleat Body of ui 
verſal Hiſtory, Theology, and Chronology, Wl 
< Manuſcript, beſides thoſe who have given il 
public Character before it had its ſmpringi 
© tur from Oxford, dated November 19, 1742, 
eſteem it a Maſter-piece in its Kind, and wh 
_ < worthy the Encouragement of the Public, wig 
_ © Pleaſure and Profit it equally conſults, and vo 
fair for requiting the Monthly Charge of i 
Shilling for obtaining the ſame from that U 
© yerſity-prefs, if it were only for their Child 
s Sake, and thoſe wiſe and orthodox Teners 
< conveys by Word and Examples, for the 
© Forming and Prineipling the growing Gene 


| © tion in the Fear and Love of God.. 
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. B. His Secret of making Salc-Petre in every 
born and Village of — 1 * 
pence, he deſigns, if encouraged, to offer ſoon 
o the Public; which will not only pay his Sub- 
fibers well for their Civility, but alſp. fave this 


750 
poo — 


ent to China and the Lal ladies ſot the Pur- 
aſe of that Commedi j.. 

0}/ervations on the Revereud Mr. Allen's Propo- 
Wt find Nitre, or Satt-Petre. — This Gentl | | 


in, I am but barely acquainted with, as havin 
xrer been in his Company above twice z but, as 
bow him chiefly by his Works to be a moſt in- 
#njous deſerving Gentleman, I have here, with- 
at his Privity or Conſent, re-publiſhed his Adver- 
jment, to apprize. the World of the great. Se- 
ert he offers to diſcover, if encouraged: A Secret 
bat, when diſcloſed, will in Courſe be of prodi- 
gous Advantage to all Farmers in particular ; for, 
WT they can obtain this choice Expedient, at ſo 
cap a Rate as Mr. Alen intimates, they will be 
wbled to get the largeſt Crops of Grain and 
bak, Ce. by Means of mixing the Salt-Petre in 


EGS IL 


prder, Malt-duſt, or any other Manure, and 
treby make the moſt fertile Compoſition that 
n be aid on Land, and may be juſtly called 4 
Mine above Ground. But to give a farther 
ge Account of Salt-Petre in a little Room, take 
mat Mr. Houghton writes of it, as follows, viz. 
= Þy the Account Thomas Hen/haw, Eſq; has 
Nen of this he ſays, Chryſtals of it are often 
wnd in Africa and India; and that he himſelf 
irawn very good Rock - Petre from the Stiria 
Wging like Jewels in arched Cellars and Vaults: 
i alſo thinks. the Air to be full, and has often 
Wcted it from the Rain, and eſpecially Dew, 
3 | n ( 


1 
at little or no Ex- | 


Nation many Thouſand Pounds annually, which 


jo is now Miniſter of Kettering in Nyrtbampton- 


buder with Peat or other Aſhes, Oil-Cake- 
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| altho? but in ſmall Quantities, for the Rains quic 
| Ez iy waſh it away; and the chiefeſt Places are thi 
n= covered from Rain, from which he adviſes Dun 
| hills to be fo ordered; and obſerves, let the Fil 
be never ſo good, if it be laid on Brick or Boa 
the Petre will not be ſo rich. Any Place, thus qu f 


. 


; „ lified, will have 14 etre; and the Workman kno 
1 when it is there, by laying a little of the Ea 
| on the End of his Tongue; and, if the Ground 
| good, it continues rich to fix, eight, or ten F 
5 After the Petre is extracted, if the Earth be laid 

| again wet, it will be twenty Years before Plenil 
comes; but, if well dried, it will come in tw 

or fourteen Years ; and, if Pigeons Dung, Ge. 
| mimingled with it, it will be fit to dig again in fre 
; ix Tears; Water throwed'on it will fink the BY 
| tre; and he is informed, that Soap-ſuds will qu 
Aero t. 
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Of Plowing. 


Pe Chilturn Lands for Barley. —— In Ol 
E Weſtern Part of Hertfordſhire, which is a Ol 
—_ | turn, or hilly incloſed Country, we ſeldom or ne 
_ make a Fallow for Barley, becauſe we ſow co 
monly this Grain after Wheat or Turneps ; 

therefore, when we deſign to ſow a Wheat- tub 

. _- with Barley, we begin to plow it up, as ſoon 48 
. have made an End of ſowing our Wheat; 
the firſt Stirree or ſecond Plowing is generally "8 
formed in this or next Month, to prepare the EA 

for ſowing it with Barley in March keien # 

and this with good Reaſon, for, if the\Groungl 
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not in a very looſe Condition, and of a right Wl iu 


X we Barley will not thrive in it; becauſe it has 
— or Roots than. either Wheat, Oats, Peaſe, or 
Fins, which render them uncapable of penetra- 
ing Clays and hard Earths. It is fomewhat on 


Iniey ſooner than the latter End of March, or the 
o keinning of April, leſt even their gravelly Soil 

dould be baſhed and bound by Brooking or great 
Rains, that frequently happen in February, and 
metimes after, to the Damage of the Barley- 


ch heavy Rains fall in two or three Days after 
well tie Sowing of Barley at any Time, ſome Far- 

oer will draw the Harrows over the ſame Ground 

Wl © looſen the Surface, and give its Roots an eaſy 
« TY Room to ſhoot and fpread ; fo that three Times 

ol ?owing in all is but meerly requiſite towards the 
ebtaining a full Crop of this uſeful Grain. And 
dow as the firſt Stirree, or fecond Plowing, is to 
be done in this or next Month, if the Weather 
permits, it is excellent Huſbandry to lay fifteen 
Cat-loads of Dung, or better twenty, over each 
Acre of Ground, regularly ſpread and plowed in. 
If it is a light Soil, it may be well plowed in 
Broad-lands : If a Chilturn ſtiff Soil, in ſingle 
bouts, By either of theſe Ways, the Dung will 
tt ſo well mixed and incorporated with the Earth 
ganſt Barley-Seaſon, as to bring it into a looſe 
ine Condition, and thereby render it more capable 
of receiving the Benefit of nitrous Airs, Snows, and 


nuch more ſo, when it lies in that beſt Form of 
ithers (ſingle Bours) ; for, in this Poſition, the top 
Erth lies about fifteen Inches from the Bottom of 
each Thorough or Furrow ; and as each ſingle Bout 
i Ridge is near twenty Inches thick at Bottom, 
ad about four at Top, a hard Froſt can penetrate 
rough the greateſt Part of this laid up _ 
9 l 
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ba : tis Account alſo, that Farmers forbear Sowing 


wid f Crop fown in that Time, Hence it is, that, in cafe 


Rains, to the great Improvementof ſuch Land; and 
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Places, to ſhorten and ſweeten their ſtiff pet Soil 


| who live in Middleſex, in that they would ng 
long Low-Jands in ſingle Bouts, for the bene 


Weeds, and bringing their Ground into a fi 
Tilth, and be made ready for receiving. and no 


the Ground in the moſt ample Manner : Or, ui 


Wheat; and then we call ſych a Barley-Crop, 
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kill thoſe Weeds whoſe Roots the Froſt ean chu 
come at, ſweeten the Ground in the beſt Mann 
poſſible, and preſerve it in the drieft Condito 
that can be done by a Plough. It is this Mod 

of Plowing that is very much wanted in mail 


in the moſt expeditious Manner, becauſe Thad 
ſands know not the Art of performing it: Ih 
heard an ingenious Gentleman lament. the ig 
rant Perverſeneſs of his neighbouring Farmer 


be brought into the Practice of Plowing thei 
killing of their deſtructive Couch-graſs, and oth 


Tilth and Sweetneſs, much ſooner than the 
common Way of Plowing it, and laying it up ii 
three or four Bout-lands. By this all Chπ 
ſtiff Soils may be reduced into a fine pulyeriſel 


riſhing the minute Seeds of Clover, and other a 
tificial Graſſes that may be. ſown among Barley 
becauſe, by bouting the ſame Land a ſecond Tim 
off the laſt Bouts, it breaks the Bottom and a 


ſame may, for a third Plowing, be back- beute 
which will alſo ſhatter or break all the Ground 
Or, inſtead thereof, it may be only thorougnen 
down, and then harrowed or plowed a-crols nil 
Broad-lands, for ſowing and harrowing in Barlcul 
Thus we manage many of our incloſed Field 
that are of the ſtiff Sort of Earths, after a Crop q 


Hitch-Crop, as not having a regular Tilth waa 
for the ſame. By theſe ſeveral Ways of Plong 
ing, and laying up Land in deep ſharp ing 
Bouts, it is not only prepared for ſowing it Wi 
Barley and Grafß- Secds, in the Broad-land Fal- 


+: aſo for ſowing it with Barley in the Drill- 
nM iſethod : Or for Sowing in the fame Turneps, 
ed, Cole, or Rape-ſeed, French-wheat, St. Foyne- 
e, or the Seeds of Trees, &c. after the Drill- 
Mode 3 and which is indeed the very beſt Mode of 
il others, for fertiliſing and propagating Crops of 
ſegetables, in the cheapeſt Manner that poſſibly 
an be done, where the Soil and Situation will 
umit of it, as many Thouſand Acres will, that 
ere never yet employed in the Drill Huſbandry. 
ut as J have in laſt Month given a Hint of the vaſt 
Toft that an Honourable Gentleman acquired far 
the North, by purchaſing a large Tract of 
krten Ground at a very low Price, and by the new _ 
Ptill-way of Plowing and Sowing, Cc. had fo 
mproved it, as to make it as rich a Soil, as any 
dthe adjacent Country: I hope my Endeavours 
c further the Knowledge of this moſt excellent 
Management will not prove ineffectual; and that 
ley may not, but, on the contrary, have their due 
Meet on the Minds of my Readers, whoſe Pur- 
ple the Drill-Huſbandry may ſuit, I ſhall by 
nd by, in this Book, inſert the Copy of a Letter 
m an eminent ingenious Planter in one of the 
lerican Colonies, who, by only reading my 
Monthly Book for May, became ſo enamoured 
"th my Deſcription of the three-wheel Drill- 
Jough, or Horſe-break, that he ſent over an Or- 
r to Mr. Jonathan Forward, Merchant, in Phil- 
lane, near Billingſgate, to pay me my Price 
u them; and accordingly they were both made 
ad delivered to him in January 1742, to be by 
im ſent to his Correſpondent, But to the Mat- 
rin Hand, of preparing Ground for Sowing it 
ith Barley in the Chilturn Country; I am here 
2 inter to obſerve, that ſuch Preparation by Plow- 
ad Dunging is more than ordinary neceſſary, 
# Mere a Riff Loam is to be ſown with Barley ; 
: T | becauſe, 
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becauſe, by ſuch Preparation, the Earth is brough 
into a fine crumbling Condition; and Þ fine it 
ought to be, where it is to be fownby the Drill: 
Plough, that the Mould ſhould fall into the Drill 
upon the Seed of itſelf ; which is certainly thei 
moſt natural Way of all others to cover the Seed; 
by Reaſon the Earth in this Manner lies fo foff 
and looſe; as to give the Barley-ſprout an eaſy 
Paſſage into the Air, and therefore is far prefer 
able to the uſual Way of Drawing a Harrow 
long-ways over the Drill to cover the Seed with 
Mould, that generally diſturbs it, and remove 
Part of it from its firſt regular Diſtance of lying 

as it dropped out of the r we: Thy and at the ſam 
Time rakes the Earth over the Seed, and leave 
it in an uneven Thickneſs. It was on the goth 
Day of December 1742, that I plowed in long 
| Stable-Dung into my Ground, that I deſign to 
ſow with Barley in the following Manner: A 
| ſoon as I could after Harveſt, I plowed up 
Wheat-ſtubble into Broad-lands as it lay before WM 
and after it had lain ſo to rot, till late in tal 
Month, in a froſty Time, I carried out my Stable 
Dung, and ſpread it all over the Ground, ana 
plowed it in, in the Form of ſharp ſingle Bout 
which directly mixed it with the Earth; and 198 
thus lies in a high Poſition of Bouts, if bara 
Froſts happen ſome Time together, I hope Tina 
and them will ſhorten the Straw-Part; ſo that b + 
bouting the ſame Land down hereafter, and pon 
ing it again into Broad-lands when I ſow it me 
Barley and Clover-ſeed, I may come by 2 89 
Crop of bot. 2 
The Method a Farmer took to prepare and enricagt 
bis Land for Sowing Barley-Seed. — This 3 3 
Farmer occupied a large Farm, whoſe incloſedÞ 1 
conſiſted of gravelly and chalky Loams ;/ Which to 


improve in a very high Manner, his uſual * 19 
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2s to carry up to London, three or four Times a 
Year, a Waggon; load containing ſixteen Sacks each 
Lad of Wheat - flour, only to defray the Charge 
i travelling and bringing down, what we in Hert- 
frdſpire call, London Dreſſing; that is, Soot, or 
Horn-Shavings, for dreſſing his Wheat or Barley- 
Crops before and in the Spring Time, His Horn- 
Savings he bought in Petticoat-Lane, near White- 
dappel, where he filled his Quarter Sacks with 
them for eleven or fourteen Shillings a Sack each. 
F he gave the firſt Price, it was for the larger 
Hrt of Shavings; if the latter, it was for the 
ſmaller or Ink-horn Sort, as they are here called. 
Now theſe Shavings he plows into his Ground 
n Winter to mix with, and lie and rot in the 
Earth againſt Barley-Seaſon, which the Shavings 
il do in a better Manner, if great Rains frequently 
fl in the mean Time; for, by their being thus 
often wetted, they will heat, ſmoak, and ſtink ve- 
y much, if they were ſown pretty thick. Thus he 
makes Uſe of theſe Shavings, when he plows his 
Wheat-ſtubble up, to ſow-the ſame Ground with 
arley, and ſometimes for ſowing his Barley-ſtub- 
le with Wheat, Fc. But here an Objection may 
nſe, that ſuch hot, dry, gravelly Ground, is not 
b proper to be drefſed with Horn-Shavings, 
8 the colder and ſtiffer Soils are. Ir is true, 
hat they are moſt natural for the latter Sort of 
Land, becauſe, by their hot and dry Nature, they 
Wl warm ſuch cold ſtiff Ground, keep it hollow, 
ad help to preſerve it from the Damage of Chills 
5 too much wet Weather, which ſuch Soils are 
Fry ſubject to. Vet as a hungry Gravel is a Sort of 
and that often ſpoils great Quantities of the new- 
Wn Seed of Corn, when great Rains fall preſent- 
lf after Sowing, by binding and cloſing, the Surface 
0 that many of 2 3 Blades of Wheat or 
tley cannot get through it; it is a proper Ma- 
E | nure 


bes” +. 


nure to prevent this Misfortune, and at the ſam 41 lx 
Time, by its tough and ſpungy Parts, it will con menty- 
tinue and remain a feeding Dreſſing to ſuch a lea. reat C 
voracious Soil, much longer than either Stubble of then 
any other Dung; and alſo, by receiving and retain (arriagt 
ing of Waters, the Shavings will keep ſuch Lan m Pa 
in a moiſt Condition in the drieſt hotteſt Seaſons Kderably 
a Benefit of no ſmall Importance to Barley- Crop Landon, 
becauſe, as this Grain is ſown late in the Springꝗ k faid, 
dry Weather often ſucceeds ſo long, as to proy bund 
fatal to many Crops, by hindering its ſhooting in de Pa: 
to large full Ears, and cauſing ſuch Crops to con ery mi 
- fiſt at Mowing-Time of two or three Ripeneſſe E. A 
which in Courſe will make ſuch bad Malt, as tf hire hit 
deceive both the Buyer and Brewer of it. ich he 
Where and how ſome Farmers uſed to dreſs tei d them 
Ground with Horn-Shavings, preparatory for ſown vnce o 
it with Barley in March; and how they have of la d Mar 
left much of this good Huſbandry off, becauſe M Wicked: 
Parſon ſhould not enjoy ſo much of their Corn- Di tat Lib 
es he formerly did. When I was at Hertford Aſſi int has 
on the Jury in 1741, J there met with a Farmer: of E 
Who faid he lived not a great Way off Bennington only o 
in Hertfordſhire, who aſſured me, that, in a Pari iubt no 
near him, the Generality of the Farmers bougi e the 
great Quantities of Horn-Shavings in London nk the 
very Tear, and plowed them in, when they laid ul: Reſide 
their heavy Loams in laſt or this Month again lime we 
Barley Seaſon. Another Way, he ſaid, that the Jeafure 
ſometimes practiſed, was to plow, theſe Shaving wo join 
into the Ground, juſt before they ſowed these diff 
Barley ; and then he, that had a full Pocket, woul F Ik know 
dreſs each Acre with four Quarter Sacks of tag at of 
Manure, which is a greater Quantity than Deve bomen 
knew uſed before; for in our Parts he, that en | te Morr 
ploys three Quarter Sacks this Way on every ** ain the 
is thought to lay a great deal on indeed : Wikre ſhut 


there is this to be ſaid in Behalf of theſe * E: 
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© Of Plowing, 257 
to live in or about Bennington, that lies about 
Lenty-four Miles from London, that they enjoy the 

great Conveniency of having ſuch Goods brought 

o them in a moſt cheap Manner by the Water 
ariage of Pare River, while we in the Wel- 

em Parts of Herefordſhire are forced to pay con- 
Herably for their Carriage by Waggons from 
lmdon, at thirty Miles Diſtance; but that of late, 
e ſaid, they neglected to dreſs their Plowed- 
Ground as much as they uſed to do, becauſe 
te Parſon of the Pariſh had affronted them 
ey much, by ſpending his Money out of it, 
6. And this, he faid, they did, in order to de- 
rie him of that large Quantity of Tythe-Corn 
mich he formerly gathered when he better plea- 
kd them, and when they did not grudge the Ex- 
rence of dreſſing their Land in the compleat- - 
t Manner. — Here is an Example of exalted 
Wickedneſs : What! Muſt not a Gentleman enjoy 
lat Liberty and Property that the meaneſt Pea- - 
int has a Right to, and who would think it a 
rt of Exile to be confined to lay out his Money 

yy  oly one Pariſh. Theſe Farmers themſelves, I 

ub. not, would loudly proclaim their Hardſhip, 
re they forced to do the like. They ought to 

in themſelves very happy in the Enjoyment of 
WT keſident Miniſter, that many Pariſhes at this 
line would be glad of, and do all they can to 

Jeafure him, I know four or five Pariſhes al- 

2 bolt joining to each other, and every one of them 

Ws: different Miniſter belonging to it; theſe Peo- 
Wy 7: know the Value of a Reſident Miniſter by the 
bit of him; for I heard one Farmer ſay, their 
oy omen ſeldom ever went to Church, becauſe in 

FE i Morning they ſtaid at Home to dreſs Dinner, 

F din the Afternoon of a Sunday the Church-Doors 
© ſhut up, by - Reaſon the Miniſter officiated 
| — _ L "nn 
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2 The il Huſbandry of fameFale-Farmen; 
in two Pariſhes. the ſame Day. In ſhort, it is a d 
| Plorable Caſe to ſee Farmers Children and Servan 
in particular, by this Means; tempted to ſeek out Ou 
portunities of ſpending their Time on a, Sunday, if 
Playing and running into thoſe Commiſſions of Exil 
that may, perhaps, by Cuſtom lead them into Ruin. 
for Want of an Opportunity of employing the am 
Time better at Ch. OM 


E | — —dſ — — 
The ill Husbandry of fome Vale-Farmers, fþ 


JOY, by the old Way of Farming, ſeveral Eu 
| mers, near Newton in Buckinghamſhire, /oaf 
their Ridge-lands but once in three Years, — Here Wl 
undertake to give an Account of one Piece of ti 
old diſadvantageous Virgilian Way of Farming, WM 
theſe Parts, and the new improved Drill-way, tha 
may be here put in Practice in their ſtiff, low, Val 
_ Grounds. About this Village, or Town of M 
zon, their Lands lie naturally very flat, and are vey 
ſubject to be damaged by Inundations of Water 
from the Fall of great Rains; which obliges the 9 
Farmers to lay up their Earth, in the higheſt Magi 
ner poſſible with the Foot-plough, even to near log 
Feet high, from the Ridge to the Water-thoroughll 
And that they may lie thus high, and dry, thaw 
lay up their half Acre. lands, at the Sowingof Wheal 
as ſharp as they can, by Ridging them up, contra K 
ry to what they practiſe about Cheddinginn, and mall 5 
ny other Places, in the ſame Vale, where their Grouſ A We 
lies not quite ſo wet, and therefore caſt it COVE _ 
when they ſow Wheat. About this Village of M 1 
ton, I think, ſome of their Farmers as bad Huſpanq * the 
men, as any I ever ſaw, for they neglect to oi burne⸗ 


Bean- crop, after a Wheat- crop. It Is _— f | N their 
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_ 7 i Huſbandry of. fome Vale-Farmert, 29 
bott of the Vale Farmers ſow only Wheat and 
WT Horſe-beans, and make a Fallow every third: Vear: 
nt theſe ſer on only a Wheat- crop, and let the 
Ground lie fallow two Years together. I cannot 
ndeed ſay, they have nothing growing on their Land 
the ſecond Year after Wheat; becauſe, inſtead of a 
Bean-crop, which ſhouldchave ſucceeded the Wheat- 
crop, they only mow a Crop of Thiſtles, and other 
Weeds, that they carefully make into Hay, for 
their Horſes and: Cows. Winter Subſiſtence, in wer, 
froſty, and ſnowy Seaſons,” as may appear by what 

Lam going We ĩꝛ ., 
How they mow Thiſtles, andother Weeds, near New- 
ton, for making them into Hay. A. Neighbour of 
nine, about the latter End of this Month, was tra- 
ling from the Town of Buckingham Home, who, 
in his Way through Wadden Chace, miſtgok his 
Road, which obliged him to arrive late at a ſingle 
Fublic-houſe, near this Village of Newton, where 
e put up his Horſe ; and when the Landlord came 
o rack up the Horſe for all Night, he brought a 
i Parcel of Hay, to my Neighbour's Surprize, made 
of Thiſtles, and other Weeds, On aſking the Rea- 
ſn of this, the Landlord ſaid, that ſeveral of his 
Neighbours were ſuch indolent People, that they 
would not ſow their Land with Beans, becauſe the 
Thiſtle, wild Oat, wild Parſnip, yellow. Curlock, 
Hale-weed, May-weed, and other Sorts of Weeds 
would choak and ruin the Crop; and therefore they let 
tieſe Weeds grow, in order to mow them for Hay, 
nd, when it was well made, they eſteemed it good 
ay; for that they took Care to mow the Thiſtles 
nd Weeds, before they grew too old, rank, and 
ald; and then they made ſuch good Hay, that 
hey fell it by Weight, To this, the Landlord ad- 
&, they were ſenſible, that a Flock of Sheep, time- 
V tur ned in among Beans, would feed on the Weeds 
u their Infancy, and cripple their Growth, —_ 
5 | | OU- 
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Nouriſhment of the Bean- crop: Bur ſore of thei 


"petty, or poor Farmers, were ſo obſtinate, that thei 
would not buy in Sheep for this Purpoſe, for fear. 


I ſuppoſe, of loſing them by the Rot, to whic 
they are the moſt ſubject, of any other Country 


ever was in, He alſo ſaid, that their Farmers were! 
very well apprized of the. beneficial Way that gene 
rally accrued to them, by ſetting Horſe-beans croilf 
their Ridge-lands in Rows, at about twelve or 6M 
teen Inches aſunder, and that this Method - would 
not only fave Seed, but give them an Opportunity 
afterwards of houghing between the Rows, to keep 
down Weeds; but they thought even this Way too 
troubleſome and chargeable ; and therefore, rather 
than do it, they would ſow no Beans: However, avi 
they had heard of drilling Horſe-beans out of af 
Hopper, fixed in a particular Inſtrument, they ſhould Ml 
be mighty glad to enjoy ſuch a beneficial Conveni- 
ency; and the more, if a Horſe-break could be drawn Wi 
between the Rows of Beans to kill the Weeds, and 
nouriſh the Corn at a cheap Rate. Here the Land- 
lords deſerve Reflexion; but of this in next Month. 
How ſuch Vale- Farmers may be encouraged i ſo Wi 
their wwet Ridge-lands two Years together, — By this 
Time, I ſuppoſe, my Reader will think it highly ne- 
ceſſary, I ſhould inform theſe People, how to im- bound 
prove the Land better, than what they have done Wi 
by the Account I have given, or elſe my expoſing Wi 
their bad Husbandry will be to little Purpoſe. 10% 
this End, therefore, I have this to offer, that, as thele JN ta 
Ridge half-acre Vale-lands oblige the Farmer to * 2 
F 120018 


plow them always one Way, either by ridging them 


up, or caſting them down: It is certain, that they Wi 
E ery oc 
ing their Ground ſo expeditiouſly and ſafely, as 2 ly i ti 
Cbiliurn Farmer has, who can plow and harrow his We 
croſs-ways at Pleaſure. No, and therefore Weeds ls; 


have a very great Advantage of increaſing. their 


kave not that Opportunity of ſhortening and ſweeten- 
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ung forward Proſe in Middleſex. 31 
WM c:opth among their Corn-crops. Now as ſeveral 
c theſe little, or poor, Vale-Farmers cannot, or 

nn not venture to buy and keep Sheep enough, 
aficient to eat and keep down the Growth of Weeds, 


tans, ſome Invention that would ſupply ſuch Charge 


Weeds that four and impoveriſh their Land, and 
en diſcourage their Farmers from ſowing Horſe- 
trans, muſt certainly be of great Value to theſe Peo- 
ge, and to their Landlords. I therefore intend, in 
he next Month, or in February, to inform them, 


that will effectually anſwer theſe great Ends, and 


mich I never yet deſcribed in any of my former 
Works. bo: 5 


v. 
Of Swing forward Peaſe in Middleſex, 


1 


Sorts of Soils. In, and near London, they 


ad hungry a Nature, that they would have but ve- 
n poor 8 of Graſs and Garden Ware, were it 
or for their vaſt Quantities of Dungs and Manures, 
lat they are continually making and applying. A- 


guy good one, that is, a ſandy Loam; and. where 
s fuch, there is hardly any exceeds it, for the 
boch of any Sort of Grain, or Culinary Vegeta- 


we oo Yy ww ww kw Dp ww WH Go 4 


aby Waters, by reaſon its hollow Particles ſerve 


*-..-- wo 


ur be at the Charge of Houghing between their ſer 
ind Trouble, and would keep down the Growth of 


ad many others, of -two very cheap Inſtruments, 
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HIS Country chiefly conſiſts of three different | 


| | ound with the gravelly Sort, which is of ſo lean ; 


bout Chelſea, Hammerſmith, Fulham, and their con- 
By 210us Parts, they enjoy a much better Soil, than 
ay where elſe in this County; a. Soil that I call a 


les; becauſe this Soil is ſeldom or never overflow- 
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as a Drain or Strainer to let them deſcend in ſuch ani 


ol ſowing his Peaſe in the Broad: land, or Round f | 
work Way, either by the Drill-plough, or by firangl 


ing or ſpraining them out of a Man's Hand, in Wh 
Furrow, or Thorough, after the Swing-plough, whicll 
are covered by the Fall ofthe next Thorough of Earth 
and ſo on, till all is fown and harrowed afterwards 
And here they may ſow the early Barns's, or ſhoi # 
Hot-Spur, or long Hot-ſpur Pea for the firſt Crop ii 7 
October, November, or in this Month, in a — 
or the E/ſex-Roading ſmall Pea will do for the lam 
Purpoſe ; and this, in a ſafer Manner, than | 
any other Part of England, as this Ground lies = 5 
the hot Air of London, and the Soil is naturally " 


i N. 1 
. b 5 
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expeditious a Manner, as to deliver the Surface from cb 
the Stagnation and Chill of Waters; and yet not u aft M 
quick, but that the Roots of ſuch Vegetables mat HH Mi 
receive their due Nonrifh ment from them. It if Hendoi 
this charming Soil alſo, that, by its hollow and ſhort bis th 
Nature, gives the Plough and Spade an ea op four, « 
portunity of bringing it under a fine, ſweet Tilt MM le my 
in a little Time. One Plowing or Digging here will 60 it h 
go as far as two or three about Aon and Handm bm g 
where their Earth conſiſts of yellow or red UT int 
Loams; and therefore they are here enabled tb pet : 2 rol 
three or four Crops of Grain, or Culinary Vegera wo 
ble, off of an Acre of their ſandy, loamy Ground 5 
in one Year ; becauſe they can lodge greater Qu * 5 at : ; 
tities of Dung in this Soil, than they can in claycyli 3d - 
wet Bottoms; for here they can plow and dig it ii e 
deeper, and rot it ſooner, than in ſuch ſtiff Earths WW... 
inſomuch, that ſome of their Ground is almoſt in i 1 4 
continual Ferment and Chaleur, as their Pea anq 8 
Bean-gatherers often painfully experience, by the =... 
burning Heat their Feet ſuffer, in long and dry hol ini e 
Seaſons of the Year, This dry Soil, though it lie ne) 
in a low, flat Situation, gives the Farmer and Gar . 4 
dener the great Conveniency, better than any other by fo 
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Of Sowing forward Peaſe 


* 9 P n 
Ie ** * 


u ach from the Spoil of Froſts, Wets, and North- 


of Middleſex, that lie about Aon, Edgware, and 
lenden, very much expoſe them to; and therefore, 
here they are forced to ſow or ſet their Peaſe in three, 
fur, or ſix or more Bout-lands, according as they 
he more or leſs dry. If they ſow them, they may 
oo it here either by the Drill-plough, or by ſowing 
hem in a Thorough that their Swing-plough makes, 
in the Broad-caſt Faſhion, or harrow them in on 
he rough Ground, as the Plough leaves it. In the 
(ritmas Holidays, they were plowing and ſowing 
dort of Grey-pea about Aon; and here. it is, 
tat they ſow moſt of their Peaſe in Drills, becauſe 
hey can have them ſooner ripe, and turn and gather 
tem much better, than if they were ſown in Broad- 
nds after a promiſcuous Manner, as the ancient 


br gathering them in the green Pod, they ſow them 
it ſeveral Times in the Year, that one Crop may 
xceed another; and thereby they are enabled to 
miſh the great City with their delicious green Food, 
bm May or Zune, at a cheap Rate, till Michael- 


o Peaſe again for a latter Crop, or Turneps, 
wy” Wheat, Sc. Thus, theſe Middle/ex Farmers 
ra crop or two more in a Year, than we can do, 
WT” live at thirty Miles Diſtance from the Metro- 
WT”. But this one Article ſtands againſt them: 
lt neither their Pea, Bean, Carrot, Turnep, 
bage, nor Savoy Crops, can be ſo delicately ſweet 
uſoleſome as ours are, for the moſt Part, in Hert- 
%%, becauſe the Dreſſing of our Land, by the 
e by Lime, by Chalk, by Malt-duſt, by Oil- 
Wy: Powder, by Horn-ſhavings, Trotters, Hooves 
| al Hair of Beafts, cauſes all Vegetables, that grow 
cir fertile — in Gravels, Chalks, —_— 
„ 15 | . 5; 


mw Gnas , TH 


in Middleſex; 53 
ud warm of itſelf, that defends the Pea-crops very 
uſt Winds; which the clayey, ſtiff, loamy Soils 


Way was. In Middleſex, as they ſow their Peaſe 


u. And when a Crop of early Peaſe is got off, 
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And dry Loams, to eat moſt pleaſantly tiy feet. and 
be very healthful to the human Body, in Compati 
fon of thoſe that grow by the Nouriſhinient of th in Cal 
filthy rank Dungs of London. But of this, and th 
ſevera] Sorts of Peaſe, they uſually ſow in Midi: 
fex, I intend to write more particularly of in nen 
Month. . *\ | e % : 
Of Sowing Hog-peaſe in this Month, in chalky din 
.— At Vards comb, in the Pariſh of Tvinghoe, all ch 
Buckinghamſhire, a great Deal of their Land con farth, 
fiſts of a ſtifiſh Chalk, of a Nature between a dr follows 
 Hurlucky, or what we call a ſhort Sugar. pu dere 
Chalk, and a white Clay. In this Soil, a Quake mark 
Farmer was plowing and ſowing the Horn-gref One of 
Hog-pea, in Chriſtmas Holidays, for the ſeveral © Fic 
Reaſons hereafter mentioned, viz. = [Ib 
The Reaſons why a Quaker Farmer fowed bis chal | "0-v 
Ground with Peaſe, fo early as in Chriſtmas Hui tat we 
days — This Horn-grey Pea is of a pretty lag n a !o: 
Size, but not ſo large as to deſerve the Name of WW: Thor 
Rouncival-Pea, and is, paſt Contradiction, the ha oder 
dieſt Pea of all others whatſoever ;_ for this Pea vii de har 
withſtand the Severity of froſty Weather, when ai peat F 

| | others are deſtroyed by its Violence, having this pal bour ſi 
5 ticular beneficial Quality belonging to it: Tha Uſe of, 
though, through the” Vehemency of the cold, chili u the! 

Air, the Infant Heads and Stalks of this Pea ail mth th 

fo pinched by it, as to turn even almoſt as red as ee ti 

| Fox's Tail, yet, on a Succeſſion of mild Weather. 

they will recover their priſtine Verdure, and foul + this, 

riſh again; and this they will do ſeveral Times, Wi Lil; a 

Froſts and mild Weather alternately happen; u the 

Character I can give no other Pea, with ſuch a C, be 

fainty, as I can of this. Yet as hardy as this PQ "ops b 
is, when it is ſown in Clays, or ſtiff loamy Grounq er ha 
it has ſuffered by long Proſts, and chilly Well = f 
which have overpowered its ny Howe bos, 
ever, there is no Pea, known in our Parts of He 1 


, 


= ſruſbire, that ſuits either a Chalk, a Clay, or a ſtiff 
Caoam, fo well as this Horn- grey Pea, provided, 
dc they are to be ſown in a chalky Soil, that 


EY te following Directions are ſtrictly obſerved : Firſt, 


25 that, in this Soil, the F ot · ploug be made Uſe of : 


x F tefore the Wheel-plough 3 becauſe the Foor-plough 
an turn a Thorough, or Furrow, much thinner than 


the Wheel-plough, by which Means, the Pea-head 
jill the better make its Way through this Cover of 
Farth, for there have many Times fatal Conſequences 
followed the Miſtake of uſing the Wheel-plough, 
there the Foot-plough ought to have gone. I ſhall 
mark but one Inſtance = of this, and that is: 
One of my Neighbours, who had a Ten- acre inclo- 
kd Field adjoining to one of mine, was fo perverſe- 
Wl |; obſtinate, as to make Choice of a Pecked-ſhare 
1 '0-wheel Pea-ſtitch Plough, to plow in his Peaſe, 
Wl that were ſtrained or ſprained out of a Man's Hand, 
na loamy, gravelly Soil, which turned up ſo deep 

=: Thorough, as to bury moſt of his Peaſe, whoſe 
a nd:r Heads could not make their Way through . 
be hard Cruſt of ſuch a binding Earth; and fo loft 
eat Part of his Pea-crop : When his next Neigh- 
bor ſucceeded as well as he did ill, by making 
Uk of, and ſowing his Peaſe in a Thorough, made 


i y the Foot-plough, that turned fo thin an Earth, as, 


che Help of Harrows employed afterwards, 
ae the Pea-heads an eaſy, free Paſſage into the 
Wy. Secondly, that this Horn-grey Pea be ſown 
=_ this, or next Month, 40 fande. in ſuch a chalky 
l; and why this Quaker Farmer did begin Sow- 
schem fo early, as in the Chriſtmas Holidays, 


"is, becauſe he former]y loſt great Part of his Pea- 
_—_ by lowing them late; for then, ſuch dry Wea- 
nM" happening afterwards to follow ſuch Sowing, 


. ay firſt Place, it let in the Froſts, to their 
Wy”, and did them ſome Harm, But the next 
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Of Swing forward Peaſe in Middleſex, 37 


ers, who occupied much Land that was of the 


chalky Sort, the Reaſon of which is as follows: 
© How the Sowing of Hog-peaſe, in a wrong Manner, 
bas contributed to the Breaking of ſome Farmers, — For 


a Proof of this, I need not £0 many Miles from my 


wn Home, where are great Quantities of chalky 
ind gravelly Soils, and where ſome Farmers have 
broke and others very much ſuffered, I believe, I 
may venture to affirm it, partly from the Sowing of 
Hog-peaſe in a wrong Manner ; for, where they 


orudge Seed enough, the Heat will certainly enter, : 


nd dry up the Roots, in very hot and long dry 
Gmmer-weather ; and then they complain of their 
great Loſſes by the going away and drying up of the 
Pra-bloſſom, to the Ruin of the Crop. Now, it 
x obvious, that this Misfortune is owing, in a great 


Degree, to the Sowing of their Pea-ſeed too thin, 


for then the Interſpaces, in ſuch looſe Earth, 
zve the Sun Room to enter, and ſoon dry up that 
Moiſture, which ſhould remain longer to nouriſh 
the Pea-roots 3 and which is very much prevented, 
yhen the Stalks and Leaves grow together in a ve- 


j cloſe Poſture ; for then they, like a great Com- 


pany of Men, can eaſily hinder an Enemy breaking 
n upon them, when a few, that ſtand at a wider 


: Diſtance, will be eaſily overcome. It is this Sort of 
Loſs, occaſioned by ſowing Peaſe too thin, that hag 


a late obliged ſeveral of theſe chalky Farmers to 
kave off ſowing any Peaſe at all in this Soil, and 
uke to the ſowing of Oats in their Room, every 
Ian Seaſon, to their great Prejudice, on Account 


of wanting Pea-ſtraw to feed their Horſes, Cows, 


and Sheep with in Winter; for that this Straw, when 
got in dry and ſweet, will ſupply the Want of Hay, 
s] yearly, and moſt other Chilturn Farmers ex- 
petience: And, of all Pea-ſtraw, there is none ſo good 


kr this Purpoſe, as that made for the Hog-pea ; 


and, 
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duces a better Haulm or Straw, than the Horn 
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117 Pea. ; But this great Evil in next Mon th, = 5 


; by ſhewing the great Uſefulneſs of em 
Foot-Plough in the Sowing of Peaſe. 
How profitable the Foot-Plougb is to a Farmer 


Time. Now, where 


mer; for the Fin is not only neceſſary for the 


not be in Danger of being buried. Thus, this 
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mploying the 


in the Sowing of Hog-Peaſe in Broad - landl. EY | 


As moſt chalky Soils are infeſted with ſeverall. 
particular Sorts of Weeds, that will certainly da- 
mage, if not ſpoil a Pea-Crop, if not eradicated 
by the Mattock, or cut by the Plough or Weed-W 
Hook, it therefore concerns the Farmer to uſe 
his beſt Endeavours to 3 their Miſchief in 
/eeds are many and large, ei P 

the Farmer is diſcouraged from attempting their 
Deſtruction by the Matrock, as being too charge - 
able and tedious an Undertaking. And, as 
to the Weed-Hook, it will do ſome Good, but, 
not without Charge, and damaging the Crop 
otherways. It is on this Account, that I recom- 
mend the Foot-Plough with an Iron Fin, or 
Wing, fixed on its Broad-ſhare, near the Point oil 
it, for cutting all Roots that it meets with in 119 
Way, and this without any Charge to the Far- 


= conſider 
. 3 | Ju 33 : : thick, h 
Purpoſe of cutting in two and hindering or crip-ul 
ling the Growth of Weeds, but alſo for plow 
ing the Ground thinner than any other Plough Ground 
whatſoever can, even to the Thickneſs of little 5 
more than an Inch, if Occaſion was; and which 158 
very neceſſary to be done at the Sowing of Peale, 
becauſe, by ſuch thin Plowing, the Pea-ſeed will x 


In the n. 


eth 
Foot- 15 


Foot-1 
cut th 


in February, I intend to ſnew how it may be ef. ob 
fectually remedied, not only by ſowing Pea- feed ; 

thick enough, but alſo in another much better wh 

Manner, by more than one Means; but, before 1 greatly 


quit the Pea- Subject here, I ſhall further enlarge 
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ut the Cats-tail, or great blue Weed, the Poppy, 
de Curlock, the May-weed, and others fo, as to 
WW check the Luxuriancy of their Growth all the Sum- 
W cr after; and, if they are not checked, they will 
greatly damage Pea, Thetch, and Oat-Crops, e- 
ſpecially the Cats-tail-weed, which always comes 
p once in three Years, and no oftener, becauſe the 
Tilth for Wheat prevents them. But, when it does, 
ll :n 01d Cats-tail will ſpread almoſt two or three Feet 
boot, and increaſe, if let alone, very much, to the 
Voiling of any Corn that grows in the Compaſs of 
: for it roots ſome what forked at the Bottom, and 
n its upper Part like a Carrot. Thus I have given 
| n Account of managing a Pea-Crop, when ſown 
= cry in this Month, in a chalky Soil in the Broad- 
and Way of Plowing, which was abſolutely ne- 
eſſary to be done; becauſe Hundreds have loſt 
their Pea-Crops, for Want of knowing how to 
manage them at firſt, and are altogether ignorant 
af ſowing Peaſe by the three-wheel Drill-Plough, 
. But, before I conclude this Pea Article, I 
nuſt obſerve, that it is the ill Huſbandry of ſome 
Farmers, to let ſuch Weeds as the Cats-tail and 
Poppy alone till Weeding Time; and then, if 
they will check their further Growth, they muſt 


un vet Weather pull them up by the Hand, like 
bock; but, by ſuch Pulling, they muſt ſpoil a 
tnſiderable Quantity of Corn, where they are 
| nick, by trampling and treading it down; and, e- 
; Fen then ſuch Pulling will not deſtroy them quite, 


, W becauſe they leave ſome remaining Strings in the 
X bround : However, if they leave theſe Weeds 
diſturbed in their Growth till May, they then 


many and too large for the Weed-hook.. But, 

BY the next Month, I ſhall give an Account of two 
= fire other new Ways of ſowing Peaſe, 
= | How 


W t:ot-Plough, with its broad Point and Fin, will 


| F nut pull them up, by reaſon their Stalks are 
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our plowed Fields about Gaddeſden, and the Weſ 
tern Parts of Hertfordſhire, that few are without its 
| Growth, more or leſs ; and where it is thick, in 
the fallow Year, many mow it for making Hay, 
others for Seed, and others feed it] green, ' inſtead 
of Clover. Hence it is that we in theſe Parts fur 
niſn great Quantities of its Seed to London, where 
they ſell it under the Name of Cow-graſs 3 and 
though I write on it as a natural Graſs, yet it ma 
be ſown and made to become an annual one to 
great Profit, as Clover, Treyfoil, or other arti 
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ficial Graſſes are. And accordingly I undertake buroing 
to furniſh any Gentleman, or Farmer, with au nach, ©, 
Quantity of its Seed, ſaved the ſame Year in tne; .o 
greateſt Perfection, clear of the Danger of buy. b deſtroy 
ing too old or Mow burn Seed, which ſeldom onl:.... - 
never grows to Profit. Some are of Opinion, thaq ut ; . 


the Honey-Suckle breeds naturally in ſome Sort 
of Ground, and the more where the Earth is in? 
fine Tilth ; for this Reaſon the Honey-Suckle 1 
obſerved to come up moſt in a Wheat Year, anal 
not in Lent Crops, for which Reaſon they wh 1 
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ward Peaſe in"Middleſex, Ft. © 
te finer the Tilth, the ſooner and more the Ho- 
jey-Suckle appears. Others think four Tilths 
breed it moſt, but, whether the Cauſe be this or 
that, it is certainly a moſt pernicious Weed as 
nong Corn-Crops : And therefore in this Month 
Now up that Stubble you deſign to ſow with 
Peaſe, that the ſame Ground may have two Plow- _ 
ngs, otherwiſe, where it has taken with the Ho- 
wy-Suckle in any great Degree, you ' muſt not 
expect a good Crop of Peale, that is to be ſown 
in the promiſcuous, or the Stitch Way; for this 
Weed kills many of the Pea Roots, if the Land 
ks only one Plowing, beſtowed upon it. Others 
tink Soot or Aſhes breeds the Honey-Suckle, 
yhen it is ſown among Corn in Plowed- grounds; 
hut it has been obſerved, that, where no Soot has 
been made Uſe of, this Weed grows. As I ſaid 
n laſt Month, ſo I ſay in this, that, when its I 
ked is ſown. for producing only one Year's Crop 
of Graſs, and then to be plowed up, if the 
Ground is in good Heart, it will grow in a wet - 
dummer, to two or three Feet in. Length to great 
Profit, and conſequently muſt do conſiderable Ser- 
ice in the Middleſex ſtiff clayey Loams, where 
tie Twitch or Couch-graſs grows ſo rampant, 
hat they are every Year forced to plow and har- 
v much to kill it, by raking it off the Land and 
tuning it; but the Honey-Suckle will fave them 
nuch, or all of that Labour, becauſe here it will 
dom ſo rank in their rich dunged Grounds, as 
bdeſtroy the Growth of the Twitch-graſs by its 
Fater and high ſpreading Cover, and yet will 
ot hover Cows or Sheep, as Clover will. 
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| OW to prepare Ground, for Swing it wil 

III Oats in February. — The latter End of thi 

.  - Month will be a good Time, if the Weather per 
5 mits to plow up ſour Lays into Broad lands; and 

alſo all ſuch Wood- grounds that have been late 

ſtocked, and dug clean ready for the Plough's Go 

ing; and this in order to get it ready for ſowing 

Oats in them in February or March next, in thi 

Broad- land, or Drill Way. Now, why ſuch pref 

vious early Plowings are requiſite for ſowing thi 

ſame Land with Oats in February, is, becauſe ii 

thus lies expoſed to the Froſts, which fo thattel 

! the Surface, and ſo ſweeten the "Earth, ali 

| makes it more readily receive and invelope thi 

Seed, and carry on its Growth with the great 

Fertility. Such early Plowing alſo prepares thi 

Earth for fowing it with Oats in the Dnl-Wayl 

by ſweetening and looſening its Parts, and mak 

it the better fit for the Drill-Plough, to ſow ti 

Oats in Drills. I know a Gentleman, who, la 

Year, got a prodigious Crop of Oats this Wali 

from Seed ſown out of the Pulley-Plough in WI 

ſtiff Soil; which is a Piece of Huſbandry that a 

- ought to make Uſe of, that have ſuch Land any 

can afford to buy ſuch a Plough. —_— 
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prove Land by their feeding on them.— By 
tis, Plowed- Ground may be vaſtly enriched and 


nd ſtand thick, ſo that Ground is not loſt by Va- 
ancies ; ſuch large Turneps will be fed and ſcoop- 
d hollow, and, when they are ſo, they will receive 
nd hold Dews and Rain-water, which corrupt the 


t preads and fertiliſes- more Ground than the Ty: 
eps ftoad on. By feeding Sheep on Turneps, | 


ters, if one Acre of Turneps is fold for forty 


Number of Sheep fed thereon. - 
h 10 prevent failing Sheep ſuffering by froſty 
Weather, — This is an Article of Importance to 
die on, becauſe I ſhall here give an Account of the 
d and bad Succeſs of Turnep-crops in particular, 
(they relate to the Feeding and Fattening of Sheep 
gned for the Market. A Gentleman's Bayliff 
} bed ſome of the round, red Turnep-ſeed, and the 
and green Turnep-ſeed, in the ſame Field, 
aur was extraordinary well dunged, though the 
vnd was in very good Heart before: The Ef- 
of this was, that, in this Month, 1742, the red 
ved to be a very large Sort of Turnep, and was 

| G 2 . 


| Of Sheep and Turneps. 1 0 
Ar urne-croÞs, and how Sheep dreſ and im- 


inproved, eſpecially where the Turneps are large, 


remaining Part of them, and cauſe them to imbibe 
de Nitre of the Air; and, when the Shell breaks, 


Land is dunged, as if it had been folded; inſo- 
nuch that it is allowed by the Generality of Far- 


killings to feed Sheep on them, they will leave twen- 
5 Sullings Worth of Dreſſing behind them; and 
bin Proportion to the Goodneſs of the Crop, and 


„ - t/ Spare 
thought to be the biggeſt ever ſeen in our Parts 


1 

but the green Turnep proved the beſt of the two; 600 

for, the red at this Time being in their greateſt Mag great 

nitude, and old, by being ſown early in the Sum. ung! 
mer, they were got ſoſpungy, ſtringy, tough, and dry 2 0 

iſh, that they were good for little elſe but to be beat ii by w. 

Pieces, and plowed in to dreſs the Ground, inſtead fitting 

of Dung, yet they were kept to feed Sheep with vie 
but to little Purpoſe 3 for now they ſtood fo muei vitl: * 

above Ground, and had ſuch ſhallow Rooting in iti dama: 

by the few Roots that this Turnep naturally alway vftr 

had; that the Sheep, by only treading about o cher 

them, turned ſeveral out of their Places; and other $icep, 

that did not ſuffer this Way, when they came i Mark: 

ſtrain their Jaws in ſcooping them, were likewil He 

diſplaced ; and then, being rolled about in thi 711/19: 
Dirt, were refuſed, and left to rot; while the roun cops 

green Turnep took deeper Root in the Ground fatteni! 
ſtood firmer, and, having its Head leſs expoſed i tben, i 

the Air, than the red round Turnep, the Froſts ha und th 

not that Power, nor the Sheep by their Tread a Feld f 

Bite, to hurt them, as both did the red, to than vent th 

Owner's Detriment. This Caſe was alſo verified H kr, wi 

the Growth of Turneps, in Dagnal Fields, near m Creatur 

where, in ſeveral of them, their large Sort, having Turner 

moſt, or all, their Heads above Ground, were Wal neceſtar 

expoſed to ſome ſharp Froſts that happened in ti Meat, 

Month, 1742, that they loſt a great Deal of tif deep 

Goodneſs which a more couchant Turnep, of a % * then 

ſer Size, enjoyed; for no Turnep is near fo valuab 2 Trous 

after the Froſt has thoroughly penetrated it, as H d Bra 
fore; this made a Man, who bought two Acres e Oats 

Turneps that grew in a Dagnal Field, fell them Wl ind the: 


bout the Country, the latter End of this Mont dition 
for ſound ſweet Turneps; which being of a middlit | Ort of 
Bigneſs, and of the round green Sort, the Fro Heep, y 


had not that Power to hurt them, as the 4 = Thi 
| ; ] ung, P. 


2 


i a 
"4" 


_ Of Sheep and Turneps. = _ 
ger Turnep, whoſe Head grew almoſt out of the 
Ground. Hence I would obſerve, that there was a 
great Fault in the Conduct of their Owner, by let- 
ing his red great Turneps remain ſo long uneaten, 
zz to get ftringy, huſky, dryiſh, and weak - rooted, 
by which they did but half Service, or leſs, towards 
fitting his Sheep, and dreſſing his Ground, as other- . 
wiſe they would have done, if he had eaten them 
vith Sheep before they had got old and rank, and 
damaged by the Froſts; and yet this Perſon did not 
 {ufer ſo great a Loſs by his Turnep- crop, as a But- 
cher did, who bought a large one for fatting his 
Sheep, in the hard Winter, of 1739, for Smithfeld 
Market, as I am going to relate by what follows: 

| How a Turnep=crop may be eaten off in a ſaſe and 
grofiable Manner. — In this Month, moſt Turnep- 
crops are in their greateſt Perfection for feeding and 
fattening of Sheep, provided deep Snows keep off; 
then, if rightly managed, they will fat them apace; 
and the more, if a Rack of Hay is ſet in the ſame 
Field for feeding Sheep at Pleaſure, in order to pre- 
rent theſe fatal Diſeaſes of the red and white Wa- 
tr, which is a Sort of Dropſy, very incident to theſe 
Creatures, while they are feeding on the watery 
Turnep 3 and therefore, ſuch dry Food is more than 
necefſary at this Time, to faſten and bind this looſe 
Meat, and cauſe the Beaſt to thrive the faſter. But, 
it deep Snow fall ſo that fatting Sheep cannot come 
at them, enough to fill their Bellies, then Peaſe in 
: Trough ſhould be given them, or, better, Peaſe 
and Bran mixed together; or Horſe-beans alone, 
or Oats. Thoſe, or any of theſe, the Sheep will eat, 
BY id they will improve and fat them with great Ex- 
th pedition, and thus they will Joſe no Time; but this 
10 bot of dry Food is moſt of all neceſſary to be given 
© dip, when Turneps begin to rot by Froſts, Rains, 
nd Thaws; for then ſuch Turneps are very apt to 
un, putrefy, and cauſe a Sickneſs in Sheep, fo as 
| | [9 
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a Off Sheep and Turneps. . 
to make them fall away, inſtead of thriving; 
and ſome to die by it, unleſs. they have the Aft. M 
tance of, fuch Trough- meat. In the great Froſt of 
1739, a Butcher (as I have formerly mentioned) MI 
who lives near me, bought ſome. Fields of Turneps Ml 
to fat his Sheep for a London Market, and at firſt Mf 


they went on very well, till the great Froſt broke Wl e 
and rotted the Turneps, ſo that they ſtunk like Car- toned 
rion; however, the Butcher did not take that Care h) ie: 
of them, as was neceſſary, to preſerye and further of Ro. 
their Fattening, by enough of dry, hearty Trough e Dang: 
and Rack-meat in Time ;. and therefore he loſt a er Sp! 
pretty many of then by the Red-water and Sick- Lange 
neſs, while others grew lean, inſtead of fattening, in that 
to his very great Loſs : For, having only Hay in 4 
the ſame Field with the ſtinking Turneps, the Sheep burt o. 
endeavoured to fill their Bellies with both; but, the ix on 
Turneps being rotten, they took off their Appetites ll droug! 
from both Hay and Turneps, and thus they were ifore- 
brought into a pining, lingering Condition, till many © of | 
of them died: However, if theſe Diſaſters do not the Fa 
happen, and the Weather proves propitious for feed-l wo ot 
ing and fattening of Sheep on Turneps, then take ", and 
Care and watch them early and late, eſt two other One S, 
Misfortunes befal them, as they have happened to wich: 
many others, who have been killed by them. One ther m. 
is, that when Turneps are in their priſtine full Growth, Wl Parpoſc 
their Leaves are endued with a windy ſtrong Qua- nber 
lity, which is very perilous to this Creature, as well dat enc 

as to larger Beaſts, the Cow and Ox, many of which for here 
have been hoved and killed by the Feed of theſe tut liv 
Leaves, before Aſſiſtance could come to their Re- ® here 1 
lief; for, in this Caſe, many have been ſaved by Rev are 
medies given them at the Mouth, or by ſtabbing g des are 


them, to let the Wind out, as the moſt deſperatq : Hare, 
and laſt Shift. The other Misfortune, that I would Joa gr. 
precaution againſt, is, Sheep, Cows, or Oxen, be- "eral M 


ing choaked by a Piece of Turnep from a large = | 


D 


or by a ſmall one ſticking in their Throats, to which 
theſe Creatures are very liable, that feed on Tur- 
reps in a Field; and therefore they ſhould be either 
conſtantly watched, or frequently viſited, that a Re- 
nedy may be made Uſe of in Time, as I am in 
the next Paragraph to make known. 


loved by feeding on the Leaves of Turneps, or choaked 
y their Roots, — But of this in February, for Want 
of Room here, and becauſe then there is the greateft 
Danger of Cattle's Hoving, by Reaſon the Leaves 
or Sprouts are firmeſt, and ſubject to be the more 
dangerous, on Account of the Rains that uſually fall 
in that Month, - e 

A new Contrivance for ſaving Sheep from being 
hurt or killed by open Hurdles, while they are feed- 
in on Turneps for Fatting. Before Sheep are 


q of giving them ſuch a Quantity of Turneps as 
the Farmer thinks fit at a Time. Now there are 
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n, and confining them to ſuch a Parcel and no more. 


ther made Uſe of in the Weſt Country, for this 
Purpoſe. I think it was between Enford, and War- 
nnter in Wiliſbire, I ſaw one Fold of this Sort, 


lor here they keep the greateſt Flocks of all others, 


se that live in remoter Parts of this Kingdom; and it 


ere that their Farmers are more in the Right than 


E dles are fo cloſely worked, that they will keep out 
te Hare, and break off all Winds from the Sheep, 
oa great Degree; which likewiſe prevents the ſe- 
l Misfortunes that ſometimes happen to us by 


. - ._ Bf Sheep and Turneps. . op. 


How to ſave Sheep, Cows, or Oxen, that are either 


brought into a Field of Turneps, we always provide 
before-hand a Row of Hurdles, for the Convenien- 


wo Sorts of Hurdles made Uſe of for Folding Sheep 


One Sort is the rodded, or cloſe made Hurdle, 
nich are very much, I believe, I may ſay, altoge- 


that encompaſſed a whole Acre of Land at a Time; 


Rare in Hertfordſhire, becauſe theſe rodded Hur- 
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Bf Sheep and Turneps: 49 
thus · put their Heads between the Sloats, they rake 
and tear off their Wool from about their Heads and 
Breaſts, beſides hazarding their Lives ; for, if any of 
them ſnould be catched, and faſtened in by their Horns 
between the Sloats in the Night- time, it. is a Chance 
but they die by Morning. It is therefore that a 
farmer will act the good Husbandman if, as ſoon 
15 he has ſet his Row of Hurdles, he pulls up all 
thoſe Turneps-that grow within two Feet of the Inſide 
and Outſide: of them, and then he need not be ap- 
rehenſive of thoſe fatal Accidents that have hap- 
pened by the Neglect of ſuch Management. 
be great Benefit of ſtored, or hoanded Turneps.— 
n this Month, it ſometimes happens, that great 
Froſts, or deep Snows, deprive Sheep and Bullocks 
om coming at the Feed of Turneps in the- Field. 
nd which likewiſe prevents their being drawn, or 
pulled up, for Hoarding, or for a Sale at Market. 
Now, therefore, the Farmer's bad, or good Huſ- 
bndry, is brought to the Teſt; if he has made a 
turnep-hoard in Time, by placing conſiderable 
Number of them in a Barn, or other ſheltered Place, 
ole enough to keep out Freſts, and other Wea- 
ter, from damaging them, then it is in his Pow. 
co bring ſuch hoarded Turneps out, or Carrots, 

ll © Parſnips, for feeding his Sheep, Cows, Bullocks, 
yl wine, Rabbits, Buſtards, Turkies, Pheaſants, or 
fracocks, Geeſe, or Ducks, with. them under Cover, 
yy 0 an open Place, fo that theſe can have full Room 
ad Power to eat them raw, or prepared; or, if he 
S Nas been ſo frugal, to hoard any or all theſe Roots, 
is in che Field, he may now make a great Ad- 
mage of them, by feeding Sheep, Cows, Bullocks, 
use, Rabbits, Buſtards, Turkies, Pheaſants, Pea- 
es, Geeſe, Ducks, Guinea Hens, Guinea Pigs, 
2 ad other Creatures, who delight in ſuch delicious 
3 od, which, in ſuch cold Weather, will very ex- 
= tief fatten them; becauſe, as theſe Roots are 
5 — not 
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Fo. Of Sheep and 9 
not frozen, and as Cattle in ſuch froſty Seaſons hach 
the greateſt Appetite, they will eat much, and thrive 
apace. Accordingly, this good Husbandry of heard 
ing Turneps, Carrots, Parſnips, and Potatoes jeff 
more duly obſerved in Suffolk, Norfolk, and other 
ſandy Parts of the Eaſt, than any where elſe in Crea 
Britain; particularly in Relation to the yellow Tur 
nep, which is the ſweeteſt of all others, as being offi 

the carroty Kind, and therefore more profitable 
not only for their Sheep and Bullocks, Sc. but al 
ſo for their Horſes, elſe theſe Eaſtern Farmers would 
ſtand a poor Chance of making their Rents; for 
jf it was not for theſe Turneps, they muſt make U 
of Rye, Barley, or Oats, and then, it would no 
anſwer, by Reaſon it is theſe Grains, and their fat 
ted Cattle, that pay their Rent, as not being able 
in a thouſand Parts of theſe ſandy Countries, to ge 
any Wheat, or Peaſe, or Beans: But, with this yell 
low carroty Turnep, they feed their Plough ani 
Cart-Horſes in great Perfection, for ſome of then 
will feed and fat on them as they eat them in th 


Manger. It is alſo by ſuch Hoarding of Turnepgny *"cr, a1 

that the Leighton, Bricthill, Wooburn, and Ampth 4 the Far 
Gardeners bring them out of their Sand-pits at ti oblie 
Time of Year, and ſo in many other Places, for ſup yl nd cle: 

plying our Markets, when none of the Field-Tu © 800d 
neps, can be come at, for Froſts and Snows. It is a bet. if t 
ſo by the Help of Turneps, that many Farmers, an of Wee 
poor People, who live in Vales, where they dare na ©niequy 

ſow any Turneps, for Fear of their making ſuch Hold heve, I 
in their ſtiff Soils, as will hold Water, ſour the Ground been tw 
and cauſe them the Loſs of great Crops of Corn; for | Wheat, 
where a large Turnep has grown, there will remal |. Ceaning 
a hollow Place behind it, and prove a Receptacle ial that ma 

tie Rain, and hinder the ſame Earth from being g * 200d 
into a true, fine, ſweet Tilth, for Years after, unle z Wil a b; 
an extraordinary long dry Seaſon happens, in the nei =, d 
n. 


er ſucceeding Years ; 1 lay, thele Vale People, f 


BY 


Of Cleaning Corn fir Market. if 
ea have no Turneps growing in their wet Ridge- 
nds, buy theſe that are brought them, out of 
indy, gravelly, and chalky Countries, to boil, not 
Galy with their Meat, but alſo with Bran for Swine 3 
which ſuch a Mixture will wonderfully do, and fave: 
the Charge of more coſtly Food, till the Hog is 
half, or more fat, and then Peaſe, or Beans, will 
te neceſſary to carry on his Fatting, and harden his 
Fleſh, | | 


1 


_— 
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Oy Cleaning Corn for Market. 


0 F Cleaning Corn for Market — Now Wheat, 
Barley, Oats, Beans, Peaſe, and other Grain, 
ae near got as dry, as they will be, in the Mow, in 
the Cock, and in the Barn; and, as the Field-work is 
by the Beginning of this Month for the moſt Part 
ver, and the Weather commonly froſty and ſnowy, 
the Farmer in Courſe, for theſe, and other Reaſons, 
s obliged to employ his Hands in traſhing out 
ind cleaning Corn for Market; a Work that requires 
agood Workman: For, though Corn is got in dry, 
yet, if the Taſker cannot clean and free it of the Seeds 
of Weeds, and other Trumpery, the Maſter muſt 
wnſequently be a Loſer. On this Account, I be- 
lere, I may affirm it for a Truth, that there have 
been two or three Shillings loſt in five Buſhels of 
Wheat, for Want of a ſkilful diligent Workman's 
Cleaning it thoroughly well: And therefore it is, 
at many of our Hertfordſhire Farmers will give 
a good Taſker ſeven Pounds a Year, before they 
vill a bad one five; becauſe the Want of the Corn's 
being duly cleaned may thus amount to a great 
dam in one Year's Time; for when a Crop of Corn 

_ 3 has 
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gz Of Clanitg Corn for Markex 
has the Seeds of Weeds mixed among: it, or, if Ml 
is ſmutty, or abounds with Pepper- Wheat (whiciil 
is often unavoidable in ſome Soils). them the Art fi 
the Taſker is to get out all, or moſt, of ſuch Seed 
of Weeds, and clean it from many of its Smutti 
or Pepper-Wheat Kernels. To do which, there ar 
ſeveral Ways practifed in different Countries, as 
mall by and by give an Account of.; and the rathef 
becauſe no Author whatſoever has hitherto done i 
although it is a moſt material Article in the Art il 
good Husbandry, and ſo neceſſary, that our fine 
Bread cannot be made in the pureſt Condition, un 
leſs Corn is truly freed from the Mixture of the ma 
ny pernicious Weeds that often grow among it Wi 
fome of which, as the Crow-garlic, or Wild. onioi 
the Melilet, and ſome others give the Wheat ſuch 
# nauſeous Fang, and unwholſome Quality, thar ti iterer 
Bread, made from it, is very much damaged; an difer i 
fo are Gruels, Puddings, and other 'Fhings mad their C. 
from thoſe Oats, where ſuch filthy Seeds of Weed vod P. 
have grown amongſt it; and. yet the Darnel, th tw, 
Burr, the Crow-needle, and others are often ſcenic long 
among Grain, as it ſtands to be fold: inour Market orig! 
which are chiefly propagated by the old Virgiia f tnt the 
promiſcuous Way of ſowing the Seeds of Corn, tha Wild up 
admits not of getting the Weed all cleam ourof Crop For this 
of Grain, as they grow in the Field. Hence it waa dheaves 
that there was a Neceſſity for the Invention of th mc Roy 
Drilling-huſbandry, becauſe it gives the Farmer as done, 
Opportunity to extirpate and deſtroy the Growth Fla, o 
of the Seeds of Weeds amongſt Corn, by houghing epped 
the Interſpaces and Vacancies between its Rows O uns a! 
Drills, the greateſt Part of the Summer, when tha Dey du 
Sap, in ſuch Weeds, is in its ſtrongeſt Motion, 0 nor 
Eirculation, and thereby the more eaſily killed. OW" cut ar 
_ this Account it was, that the excellent Pay-ren fond Fla 


Fhree-wheel Drill-plough and Horſe-break vo ee 
1 | OE, "I 
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ö atrived, and get more and more into Uſe, for 


WH creating che valt Charge of weeding Corn by the 
peed-Hook, treading it down to perform the ſame; 


d : ind then leaving the Weeds to make a fecond Growth 
be ame Summer; and doing their Miſchief when 


con is at that Heighth, that they | cannot be 
come at; ſo that Corn, thus ſown in the random 
WS 7:hion, is inevitably liable to have the Seeds of 


y | ; Weeds grow among it, to the Farmer's great Preju- | 


WY ic: ; and the more, if his Workman-Taſker do 
rt get them from out of the Corn he is to make 
WY dy for a Market-Sale; and, that he may be the 


{# | better capacitated-for doing it in the greateſt Perfecti- 


Wn, I ſhall proceed to give an Account of the firſt 
 dge of it, and that is: Fr att 
= Of Thra/hing Wheat in Middleſex. — There are 
WR Diferences-1n Thraſhing of Corn. In Middleſex, they 
= fr in this. Work from Hertfordſhire, becauſe, as 


so Part of their Rent by the Sale of their Wheat- 
WY fra, they are very careful to preferve it as reedy 
r long as they can, in order to keep the Straw in 
WY original Body, as it came out of the Field; ſo 
ut the Length of their ſtraight Straws, when bun- 


a dd up in a Truſs, will be about five Peet, or more: 


br this Purpoſe, they ſpread their unbound Wheat- 
bCeaves, and lay them flat on the Barn-Floor, with 
ee Row of Ears oppoſite to the other: When this 


done, the Taſker is ready to make Uſe of his 


WY Fail, of which there are three Sorts 3 one that is 
SJ ped with Iron at the End of the Hand-ſtaff; and 
uns a Swingel by an iron Swivel, that makes it a 
ay durable one; but the Iron and the Wood 
0 rot rightly agree together, for the Iron is apt 
WY” cut and wear away the Wood too ſoon; the ſe- 
ud Flail is made with a Capping of Horn, that is 

ocrally allowed to be the beſt of all others, be- 

ae this is neither too hard, nor too ſoft, and laſts 
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ber Country is ſituated near London, and they make 
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2 great 


= great while; the third Flail is mb ib ne 
of bent Aſh, and is the commoneſt Sort of Capping 
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that is made, as being the cheapeſt of all other 
The Flail being ready, the Taſker,as Iſaid, throws hi 
Wheat: Sheaves from off the Mow, and lays then 
flat on the Barn-Flour, with their Heads and Ear 
againſt one another, fo that, when two! Rows ar. 
thus compleated, he falls to Work; and, if he 11g 
acute at his Buſinefs, he will bring. up the Swinoelfil i 
as cloſe to his Head as he can, by which, with ch 
more Facility, he is enabled to ſtrike downrighlM 
fharp Strokes, with great Quickneſs, for beating 
out the Wheat - Kernels, in the moſt complea 
Manner; while a bad Workman, who; through Ig "s ! 
norance, may bring up his Swingel in a half. roundiſii 
Swing, will be-aconftderable Time longer about hi 
Work, and not ſo well able to get out all tha 
Wheat. Now the Midulgſar Farmer, beyond all 
others in England, ſtands moſt in need of an honeftlli 
diligent, ſkilful Workman, for thraſhing out hi 
Wheat, becauſe here he is obliged to preſerve his Straw 
in its longeſt and ſtiffeſt Condition for a London Mar 


* 


ind ma 
of the | 
mark, { 
| ket, inſomuch that it muſt appear in a hard, ſtraight ihe fou 
reedy Poſture, or elſe he may carry it home again s faic 
but this they are not wanting in, eſpecially when s o 
Truſs of Wheat - ſtraw, weighing thirty-ſix Pounds nore t. 
fetches eight or ten Pence, as ſometimes it does, de Flai 
the higheſt Price, and at the loweſt, a Groat a Truls WW iy, of 
And, that their Wheat-ſtraw may anſwer theſe Pur bet W. 
poſes, the Taſker dares not make Uſe of thoſe ſwee 1 eweis 
ing horizontal Strokes, in the Time of his Thrafna then ſw 
ing, as is commonly done by the Heriford/ore_ll rs th: 
Buckinghamſhire, and many other Thraſhers 3 if e omnrig 
does, he will beat up the Straw in Puckers, brealllll ewe b. 
it, and render it ſo ſoft and weak, as to be refuſec Farmers 
at Market: To prevent this, he makes Uſe of on Ter, fe 
ly his two Hands to ſhake the looſe Kernels out 0 th ke] 
mes a | 


the Ears and Straw, and thraſhes on, till he _ * 


= Of Cleaning Corn for Market, 53 
{wants Twoug Then with the Help of the Hand- 
ng, and one Hand, he turns the Flooring, leaving 
bat Straw with its Ears uppermoſt, that before lay 
. ermoſt, but ſtill preſerves all in the Poſture it firit 
( put in. Next he thraſhes away again, till he 
(aks it is enough done, and then, with a Fork, 
ee firs and ſhakes all the Straw, to let the remain- 
i Wheat-Kernels fall out. When the Thraſhing 
gs thus finiſhed, the next Thing is to bind the Straw 
w in Truſſes, which the Workman does directly 
tom off the Barn-floor, as the Straw lies in Length, 
nd, with Bands made of the ſame, tucks all up in 
1 very tight Manner, ready for loading, and carry- 
ng it to Landon; which theſe Middkſex Men do in 
1 more compleat Way, than all others that ever 
aw, for theſe bind ſometimes a Load and a Half, 
r more, on one of their large Carts, which is fifty- 
bor Truſſes; a Number they could not carry, were 
= i not that the Roads are mended by Turnpikes, 
ind made, for about ten Miles round London, ſome 
of the beſt in England. Now here I have to re- 
mark, that Wheat, thus thraſhed in Middleſæex, ig 
the fouleſt thraſhed of any in England, becauſe, 
81 ſaid, they are obliged to thraſh it as it lies al- 
ys one Way, as not daring to break the Straw 
more than needs muſt, by any croſs Strokes of 
tie Flail, according to the Practice, I believe I may 
lay, of all other Counties in this Nation, as the 
teſt Way of all others to clean the Ears of their 
Kernels; for by firſt throwing downright Strokes, and 
hen ſweeping or croſs ones, the Flail ſtrikes thoſe 
kat that were covered and defended againſt only 
Gwnright Strokes, as I ſhall more particularly ob- 
eve by and by: However, though the Middleſex 
Farmers loſe a good Deal of Wheat this Way in a 
Tear, for Want of clean Thraſhing it out, the Poul- 
y, kept in the Inn-Vards of London, find ſome- 
mes a pretty Deal amorg the Stable- Litters z and 


= 


The more, when they take ſame of the ſhort Strang, =. 
with their Ears, from off the Heap of thraſhed Corn, MI 
and tuck into the Body of the Truſs, hen they find The 


it a little too light. But, before L quit this Para- a 
graph, I ſhall-touch on a Matter, as it happened : 
to one of our Heriford/hire Thraſhers, as he was 


working in a Barn in Middleſex.  . This Man, a. 


Mong others, went up qut-of our Parts into this, at . * 
Mowing- Sea ſon, as is the conſtant yearly Cuſtom hi 
of great Numbers of Men, out of Hertfordſhire and 1 hs : 
Buckinghamſhire, where ſome of them ſtay a Month, __ 
or two together, for mowing -Graſs, and making Wl 
Hay; but it ſometimes happens, that great Rains : . 5 
fall frequently in the Time, which obliges the Far- _ bu: 
mer to find out Work for ſome, to. keep them em- 3 
ployed, leſt they leave him, and he want them af. Here 
terwards: For this Purpoſe, one :of theſe Meadow baun, 
Farmers, who plowed ſome Grounds every Year, ſet 3 RA 
the Man at Work to thraſh Wheat, and accord- 4 * 
ingly he began, and proceeded as he did in Hert- ons 
fordfbire ; but, as ſoon as the Maſter perceived it, | {ap 
be fell a railing at him, and telling him he had bet- erz 
ter give him ſome, Shillings a Day to ſtand ſtill, ra- res 
Ther than go on as he did; on this, the Thrafher f om 
a{king the Reaſon, the Maſter ſaid, becauſe he would wha? 
ſpoil all his Straw, by the ſweeping crols Strokes yd 
that he made. Then the Man followed his Di- Win. 
rections, and thraſhed out the Wheat, by on * = 
downright Strokes of the Flail, as the Midalger N 


Way is; in ſhort, the Middleſex Farmer does no 1 | 
a the Taſker's leaving a pretty many 2 . Nx 
among his Wheat. ſtraw, becauſe, he cannot 2 = veſt vs 
_ otherwiſe, in this Way of thraſhing ; for, if . ey Ewe, 
| thraſh all the Wheatclean out, they mult break the 33 vt 
Straw, and ſpoil its Sale. £4.22 I 

1 The * of Wheat in Middleſex.— As , the . 1 
Cleaning of Wheat in Middleſex, they follow the ſa we 


7 | 5 b a 
Method of doing it, as we do 1n d/o z 4) th 
which I ſhall, by and by, give an Account of. bay 


CHAP 


The Hatordlbire Way of thruſting, &c. ww 
f - CF A&P. VAT. 5 


The Hertfordlhire Way of thraſhing Wheat, and 
 eleaning it. 


HE Hertford ſhire Way of thraſbing Mpeat. The 
P Hertfordſhire Chilturn Country, and the Buck- 
inghamhire Vale-country Way of thraſhing Wheat, 
js one and the ſame z they 2 differ in the cleaning 
of it. In both, it is of high Importance to the Far- 
mer, to have a long and broad 'Thraſhing- floor ; 
becauſe, in the firft Place, his Taſ'zer can lay a 
greater Number of Wheat- ſheaves on it at a Time, 
than he can on a leſſer Floor; which will fave him 
a conſiderable Time, in preventing him going twice 
on the Wheat-Mow, for the ſame Quantity of 
Shexves. Secondly, by a large Floor, he has Li- 
berty to move on backwards and forwards with 
ſriking the largeſt Strokes, when and where he 
thinks fit, and it, is by ſuch downright and {weeping 
Blows with the Swingel, that the Thraſher ſtrikes 
out ſome of the Corns, almoſt as high as the 
Rafters of the Barn; ſo that by the Force 
of his downright, and his ſweeping croſs Strokes, 
he has here the greateſt Opportunity of thraſhing 
but a great Deal of Wheat in one Day, and this in 
the cleaneſt Manner. Thirdly, by the full Length 
and Breadth of a neceſſary Barn- floor, the Thraſher 
an clean his Wheat much better than in a ſhort 
Floor; and this, becauſe, by the long Throw of 
tie Caſting-ſhove], the Crow-needle, the Iticky Seeds 
of that ugly Weed the Bur, the light Corns of that 
vorſt of Weeds the Darnel, and many other Sceds 
af Weeds drop ſhort in the long Space that is be- 
men the Thrower and the Barn-cloth. Oa this 
Account, it is, that. I am ſanguine enough to aſſert, 
bat one Throw of Wheat over a long Floor is 
better than two over a ſhort Floor, as 1s well known 


0 almoſt all Thraſhers z becauſe, by a ſhort Throw 
I Vit. 
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78 De Hertfordſhire Way of © thraſhiny " | 
with the Caſting-Shove],-the Seeds of Weeds wit . 
be carried. in great Numbers with the Wheat, and 
but few fall ſhort, in Compariſon of a long Throw . 
ſo that, in a ſhort Throw, there is hardly half that . 
Advantage in the cleaning of Wheat, as in a long ; 
Fhrow. Fourthly, in a long Floor, there is Room MW dis W 
for two Men to thraſh, to the Farmer's greater Ad- be 14 
vantage; becauſe two Men can thraſh out the Ker: 
nels cleaner than one Man, by their Blows- coming Wi have th! 
quicker and clofer on the Wheat-Ears, which beat ll Bike, 
out the Corns with the greater Force, confine them al i 
more to the Spot of Ground, and get out that it into 
Chaff which a ſingle Flail cannot fo well do. TVo te Ker 


Flails, working at a Time, break the Wheat more et; an 


at once going over it the firſt Time, than a ſingle er Pla- 
Flail can do, which is, very material in thraſhing: our 2 
this Grain; becauſe, if it can be thoroughly beaten, W Wheat | 
the firſt Fime going over it, it requires the le{s Taſker 1 


Trouble afterwards ;. but, if the firſt Thraſking is ai te broa 


lender one, it requires the more Trouble afterwards ger Er 


and this is often the Caſe of a ſingle Flail in a large al 4. 

Floor. However, where a Floor is of a leſſer Size, an "IMF ct part 

admits of only one Man's Fhraſhing, I ſay, in fuch: Wy caſe 
hort Floor, one Man may. do as much, or more, in ne Sced. 


Proportion, than two; becauſe here there is not Room =: cond 
for two Men to thraſh at a Time, and. therefore on n order 
will be apt to hinder the other's Working. W hen one rc, wh 
Man thraſhes Wheat: he at laſt draws off only a ſing' Wo wich | 
Row at a Time, which is tedious; but,. when twch WF Purpoſe ; 
_ thraſh together, they draw off a double, wo i ad Seed: 
whole Flooring of Straw at once, and thus do ere wit 
great Deal in a little Time. In order” K bre, he 
Middl:ſex, they generally have extraordinary J =" back, 
floors ;. in Hertfordſhire, there are ſome pF, bac, to 
ones, and fo in Buckinghamſhire. But I am 0 + ed Mar 
nion, that, for the moſt Part, thoſe in Kent exce nee, th, 
And here I ſhould go on in deſcribing the Manneg 


hut, an 
17 5 their. longer Duration, anq de 7. 
of laying Barn-floors for their long great Taſk 


% 


ater Conveniency of thraſhing out Corn; but that 
; rather too long a Subject for this Month's Trea- 
ce. and, therefore, I ſhall defer it to a more conve- 
tent Opportunity, = 
be Hertfordſhire Fay of cleaning heat — In 


is Work, as I ſaid before, we do not differ from 


be Midde/ex Farmers, but proceed in all Reſpects 
WS; they do in the following Manner, viz. After we 
voc thraſhed out our Wheat, we, with a Caving- 


Rike, of five, or fix wooden Teeth, rake off the 


| al hort Straws, and other Trumpery, and put 
WS i into a Caving-Sieve, through which we paſs all 


br Kernels that may be among it, and we can get 


= cut; and then throw the remaining groſs Stuff to 
WY on: Place, in order to get a Heap of it, and thraſh 
i ou: at a more leiſure Opportunity. When the 
eat is thus cleared of its Offal or Caving, the 
aer ſtands at one End of a Barn-floor, and with 
be broad, light, Caſting-Ihovel he throws it to the 


WY eter End; when all.is done, he ſweeps off what we 


all the Corals, or thoſe Wheat-Kernels that would 
bt part with their Chaff in thraſhing : And then, 
AY Caſe the Wheat is not thrown clear enough of 
WY i Sectls of Weeds and Chaff, ſome will throw it 

WY: {cond Time, to get them all, or near all out 3 


WY" order to which, the Taſker is to obſerve as at 


WY ft, whether the Wind blows againſt his Throw, 
WY” vith it. If it blows with it, it is wrong for his 


* upoſe; becauſe it will blow and force the Chaff, 


and sseeds of Weeds, to keep Company in ſome De- 


ee with the Wheat-Kernels. In this Caſe, there- 


br, he muſt carry the Wheat in a Buſhel, or throw 


Place, to enjoy the ſecond cleaning Throw, in the 
et Manner; which is a Matter of fuch Impor- 
ce, that, though the Barn-Doors, or Gates, are 
WY ut, and the Wind blows into the Barn, yet 


I 2 Wind, 


1 a9 C | _ 
Wheat, and cleaning It. 59 


| I back, with the Caſting-Shovel, to the former 


F de Taſker ought to throw his Wheat againſt the - 
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60 The Hertfordſhire Way, of thraſbing | 
Wind. Indeed, where a Barn is made ſo very cloſe; W 
that the Wind can have no Power, then they doll 
not ſtand much upon this Point; but, if they have 


a Mind to throw it a ſecond Time, they throw it ta 
the contrary End of the Floor, without regard 
ing which Way the Wind is. After every four oof 


five Buſhels are thrown, and the Corals are ſwept off, 


and the throwing Part is finiſhed ; The next Thing 
to be done, is to further clean the Wheat, by th 


W heat-ridder, which is a round, ſplintered SieveM 
worked in a round Manner, by the Taſker's tyq 


Hands, and who, by the Art of working this Steve 


will cauſe thoſe Corals, Seeds of Weeds, and othef 
Trumpery, that eſcaped the throwing Labour, toil 
gather on the Top of the Wheat in the Sieve for hill 
throwing them out, to be kept in a particular Par 
cel by themſclves, to be thraſhed hereafter ; an 
this we call Peggings, being compoſed of thoſe Coll 
rals that were ſwept off the Heap of Wheat, aft 
Throwing 3 and thoſe Corals, Seeds of Weeds, an 
other Trumpery the Ridder-Sieve thus diſcharge 
Then the Farmer, when he has got a ſufficient Qun 
tity of them, thraſhes them clean, and grinds the 
for his Family Uſe, or mixes ſome of theſe Pegging 
with ſome better Wheat, for his home Confumpl 
tion. And thus he does by his Cavings; for as a 
| Wheat that ariſes from the Thraſhing of his Caving 
or Peggings, has a Mixture of the Seeds of Werd gi 
or Pepper or Smutty-Wheat, it is not fit to be can 
ried to Market, with the better Sort; no, not 
little of it, leſt ſuch a little ſpoil the Sale of EF 
great Quantity of good Wheat. But to return 
my Subject in Hand. After the Wheat has ve 
cleaned, by throwing and riddering, the next 
third, and laſt Stage of cleaning is done by ſcreen „ 
ing it; for this Purpoſe, the Hertfordſhire, Mal 
Zeſex, and moſt other Farmers make Uſe of ta 
tell Wire-ſcreen that ſtands in a leaning P auf z 
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they ſtand in the Market; becauſe when they are 


 _ VF 


b, and eleaning it, © 65 


E 0 3 and here the Taſker does all his Work 


imſelf, as he did when he throwed the Wheat, 


(But, when he riddered it, I ſhould have told you, 


je made Uſe of a Boy to ſupply his Sieve, by put- 
155 more Wheat into Paget a Shovel 3 
Sieve let it out.) Now, this Screen having an open 
wooden Receiver, or Hopper, on the top Part, the 
Thraſher, with his Caſting- Shovel, puts up more 
Wheat from Time to Time, as the former paſſes 
through it; and ſo on till all are ſcreened and 
cleaned. Then the next and laſt. Thing he does to 
his Wheat is meaſuring it, and, at the ſame Time, 
putting it up by the Bathel into five Buſhel Sacks, 
which we in Hertford/hire call one Load, and is 
carried ona Man's Back into a Cart or Waggon ready 
to be drawn to Market. This puts me in Mind of 
what 1 ſaw in other Countries, where their Sacks 
held three Buſhels only, others four; but, in our 
Country, they carry it all in five Buſhel Sacks; and 
at Market, thoſe Men, called Sack- carriers, carry a 
aSack of Wheat twenty Poles together before they 
mount a high Ladder with it, to ſhoot it into a 
Grainary ; but, as this is very hard and dangerous 
Work, we always give them three Half-pence a 
Sack for their Pains. e 
How ſome Farmers clean and manage the top Bu. 

frel of a Sack of Wheat, for the better Sale of the whole 
Quantity they bring to Market, — Our Hertfordſhire 
Way of ſelling Wheat at Market is as follows : We 
carry either a Waggon or Cart-Load of Wheat, 
and haveall the Sacks of Grain pitch*d down on the 
Ground ; then, when the Market-Bell rings at 
Twelve o'Clock, every Farmer opens only one of 
his Sacks of Wheat, which ſerves as a Sample for 

ſelling that, and all the reſt of the Sacks. Ac- 
cordingly the Buyer never ſcruples his not ſeeing 

and examining all the other Sacks of Wheat, while 


2 J J 
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62 Tre Hertfordſhire Way of thrafttng, K N 

ſhot in the Grainary (which they always do in an is div 
Hour or two, or thereabouts, after Buying) he then WW ked, i 
can ſee whether the Wheat be all alike: If not, Wl is mac 
then' conſequently enſues a Fraction and an Abate. Wl comm 
ment of Price, proportionable to the Fraud, Bur, in thei 
to come cloſer to my preſent Deſign, it is the Prac- in tha 
tice of many Farmers to make the top Buſhel of Wl vhich 
every Sack they ſell by, a little cleaner and better WY Price i 
than ordinary; and this they do by the Help of a 
braſs or iron Wire round Hand-Sieve, which we W 
call a Rying-Sieve, through which the lighteſt thin. WI 
bodied Wheat-corns paſs, and alſo moſt of thoſe W 
Seeds of Weeds which eſcaped being left behind 
at the throwing, riddering, and ſcreening Times, Wl T7; 
as I have before wrote of: And this Practice of | 
Rying, or cleaning better than ordinary, every 

top Bufhel of each Sack we think a juſt Action, WI 
by Reaſon the Corals and Seeds of Weeds, that re- 
main in the whole Sack of Wheat, are not to riſe WW! 


up towards the Top in the moving, carrying, and WW ,;. t 


pitching down of ſuch Sacks 4 and accordingly the ime 
Wheat-buyer never diſputes this Matter, though be Wi Plenty 


may be ſenſible of it. But when the two top Ba- Wi _ 
ſhels or half the Sack of Wheat are ferved ſo, on r 
Purpoſe to deceive the Wheat-Buyer, if it be bio 
found out, it then is deemed a Fraud, and a Re- 
compence commonly demanded, or elſe they wil Wl Thraſ 
know that Man another Time, and buy no more ll 
of him, unleſs Neceſſity force them, and then they Wl cean 
will look ſharp both after his Corn and Meaſure. hd n. 
But this Sort of Impoſition does not often happen, We wack © 
becauſe the Wheat-Buyer is as ſly as any of the tee e 
Farmers, and as knowing as the beſt of them; and WW 
this with good Reaſon ; for theſe Men travel every 
Week to London, to viſit the Bakers, and others of une 
their Cuſtomers, and are all of them to a Man Ma- 
ſters of that Knowledge, requiſite for their 24 1 


compleat Judges of this Golden Grain, Wheat, in * | | Foy tt 


* 
| | 


its dividual Stages; as in that of its Bran, its Pol- 
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commonly made Uſe of by Farmers for ſpending it 
in their Families, and for Country Tradeſmen; and 
in that fineſt of all Flour or Meal, called Houſpold, 
which is ſent to London, for the Sake of a greater 
Price it fetches there, more than in the Country. 
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Pe | — * 
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The Vale Way of thraſhing and cleaning 


Wheat. 
1 


N Vole Way of thrafoing Wheat. — The 


richeſt Land this Nation affords is commonly 
ound in Vales, that returns the biggeſt of Crops; 
With the leaſt Preſſing; and that thus makes the 
Farmer Amends for a bad Road, and the Want of 
Ylenty of Wood; both which are commonly en- 
pyed in their greateſt Latitude by moſt Chilturn 
Farmers. As then theſe Vale Farmers enjoy the 
biggeſt Crops of Wheat in the Kingdom, they 
land in Need of the ſtrongeſt and artfulleſt 
Thraſhers : Firſt, to get the Corn clean out of 
their long Lammas Ears and Straw, and next to 
clean it in the beſt Manner poſſible 3 and this they 


rach the greateſt Price at Market; for ſome of 
theſe come out of Leicefter/hire and Northampton- 
fire, as well as out of Buckinghamfhire, and draw 
fifty or ſixty Buſhels at a Time to Hempſtead- 
Market, which lies thirty or forty Miles Diſtance 
tom ſome of their Homes. They therefore em- 


Foy the ſtouteſt and ſkilfulleſt Taſkers they can 


De Vale Way of thrafting, & 64. 


hid, its Ran- dan, or the coarſeſt Wheat Flour that 
is made; its Second, or Middling, or that Meal 


ad need do, and every Thing, elſe they can, to 


. 
— 
1 
K F % » Oo . 
r — PROP he wo ern hv ww __ K — 
— — — — 8 — —— — — — — — - — p —— — — — - — — — — — 
— — — — ——— — — — —— — — — — — 6. — — - - - = — — — — — — — — — we — — — —4 ot a — — — - - 
a — — r — — 4 — — — — — 5 7 a - — — — ——— — gn _ —— — —_ —— — — — Is * — wh 8 
. CORES — —é — —— — — NT Is I er — . —— — — — ne — — — --— 
0 — —— . "=" — ty —— — — — — — — eb . EE — 2 — P ——— —-—-— — — . — — 
—— - _ * — — ” bo _—_ «Cher — » "” — — K — grey, ye Wy I Or PRIESTS — eerie» 
- _ — . — - 2 © * - * * —— — 2 — — 2 — 9 — 2 — «4: — 2 2 — — i We Fn oe, - ap by 
— — = {> L 2 v5 2 2 3 329 = — 2 — — 2 2 = ” — CRE IEEE —— — S ie 
— — — _ — — — — — g — - 2 — 1 — — — 2 -_ —— — * ks — —— 2 
— — Ie — — - TD 2 Mo Cee —— — ä —̃ — — ; = = — — — 8 DS Y Z ——— — 2 — 
c 0 be 0 — — — —— — — — Q 
— 2 — —— — —— — 5 — a — — — pack — — — . - * N — 
: — — — — wy * — —— con ary. — oe — — — — — = - . — — won" HP<PAG — — — — — — ——— — o—_r — ho ty = 6 na — 
* = 


Set- 


— — —＋ —— by 
: ih ma: 0h, > . 2 — . — 
- — 
— — 5 — — —.— 
— —— — . I Sy fg 2 
— —— — . — ä—mä— — 


— - 

— — — 

my — — — 
—— ere * — 
— — — 

— ä—/—/—jᷣ»„—-——— oC 


— 
Ha ee PREY 3 6 AD 
2 HIS — — 


2 — — 
w — 2 * — 2 1 — 
- — — - p< — 
— — 
— by 8 . ˙ ts EE ICI 
* —— — — 4 — 


4 
4 


MY 


- aww 11, 0, AH SD 
get, for thraſhing out their Pay*rentCorn, Wheat: br 
and, as they for the moſt Part poffeſs the beſt of vor 
Oaken planked Floors, they take Care to have cor 


their Straw thraſhed thoroughly clean out; for al, 


that may be left behind by a ſlovenly Thraſher, is 2 yenin 
Joſt to the Farmer. On this Account, it has been! : . 
at 


known, that a lazy ignorant Tafker has left a 
much Wheat behind him after he had done thraſh 


but 01 


ing it, as his Wages come to, for Reaſons I am irt, 
| going to give : | „„ f ind! 
The Damage that ſome Farmers have ſuſtained V * dina 
bow 4 


Tnaviſb and idle Thraſhers of Corn. — The Sort of 


Damage, I am going to write of, accrues for than" Te 
moſt Part to indolent Gentlemen, and thoſe Far- an 
mers who are negligent of inſpecting into theigh Thraſh 
. Domeſtic Affairs, or unſkilful in judging into Hull _ | 
bandry Matters when they do. This Damage her 5 4 
is committed by two Sorts of Perſons, the menial 5 er 
Tafker Servant, and the Days-man Thraſher. % £0 
by the firſt, he does it chiefly for the Sake of ma "WE 
king Haſte to thraſh out five Buſhels of Wheat a ay 
one Day, and leave it in its Chaff, in order to ſpenq C = 
the Remainder of the ſame Day in the Enjoymengl ö 5 
of his Pleaſure abroad; for, ſays he, if I can Arx 
perform my Taſk in thraſhing out and cleaning FI h 255 
five and twenty Buſhels of Wheat in one Week * 


what is it to my Maſter whether I work or play 
But here too often happens a Damage to the Magi ulli 
ſter; for the Thraſher, to diſpatch his Taſk, ane we. 
have the more Time to himſelf; I ſay, too ofte 4 * ; s 


dd wic! 


thraſhes out the Head of the Wheat, and leave WW "iran f 
that which ſticks cloſeſt and faſteſt in the Chai Ne 7 


and Ear behind, beeauſe this Sort requires ti - Chil 
more Labour and longeſt Beating to get it our 
and thus, as I ſaid before, all ſuch Wheat, ſo 1: 


= — id ca Wheit, By 
WW Thraſher has his Wages paid him commonly for his 
Wl Work, be it for any thing he is ſet about, and 
Lordingly muſt remain in the Barn from fix 
Cock in the Morning, to fix o' Clock in the E- 
Wing in Summer Time: Therefore, in Courſe, 
N=. will make his Work as eaſy as he can, and 
i bat is to be done in Thraſhing; by beating 
out only the biggeſt Corns, that always came out 
bt, and thus leave many of the ſmall Corns be- 
nd in the Ear, becauſe they require more than 
WS irdinary Labour to get out. This puts me in Mind 
Bl tow a raſcally Fellow ſerved a Gentleman Farmer, 
i Noman, as the Country Term is. The Gen- 
man, to prevent (as he thought) a Day's-man 
- WY Thraſhers impoſing on him, bargained with him ta 
am and clean his Wheat for three Pence a Buſſiel 
BY i for Market, the Bargain being made during the 
WE Gntleman's Pleaſure : This Thraſher found out 4 
ay to be too cunning for him, by taking this Ad- 
tage; he threw down a Flooring of Wheat- 
beaves off the Mow, as uſual, and ſeemingly be- 
br the Gentlemian's Face thraſhed in a right Man- 
0 or; but; in his Abſence, he took the Opportunity 
(beating ſo much Corn out of every Sheaf, as 
WY would come out very eaſily, and then bound up 
ie fame Sheaf, and laid it in a Part of the Mow, 
re it could appear ds if it had never been med- 
id withal. And thus he proceeded till he got the 
Guntity that was to be ſent to Market, in Hopes 
ta, when the next Thraſher was employed, they 
ond lay this Fraud to his Charge, and forget the 
Veteran Rogue. FFF | 
Ve Vale Way of cleaning Wheat. — In Vales 
un Chiliurn Countries, their Way of thraſhing 
beat, as I have obſerved, is one and the ſame 5 
ein cleaning it for Market, they differ very 
ach. In the Vale, they clean by the Wind-fan; as 
4 ing the cleaneſt W ay of all others; and although 
| | K our 


Is i 4g * 2 Mo 1 
F 
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Hu cleaning OT 
(bn it much eaſier, cheaper, and better than the 

chiuurn Farmer-: Eaſier, becauſe the Wind-fan 
ens = gfe bal nr nnn 
WW firmer employs in throwing and cleaning his 
com: Cheaper, becauſe two Men and a Boy will 
o 2 confiderable deal more in a Pay, than the 


lands: Better, becauſe it is publickly known, at 
pfad, and other great Markets in Hertford- 
Wl fre, that the Vale- wheat comes, for the moſt Part, 


carn-wheat generally does; and not only clean- 
., but larger-bodied.; becauſe, by the vehement 
WT force of the Wind which the Fan raiſes, the moft 
icht Wheat-Kernels are blown away from the main 
ep; ſo that there remain none but: theſe of a 
ler Size, which always meet with a Preference 
a Market: Wherefore it is plain, that it is not 
ay their occupying better Land than our CHillum 
WY 01.47 Farmers do, that cauſes them to fell «the 
rngeſt-bodied Corn for the greateſt Price:; but 
WY their Way of cleaning it adds a prodigious Ad- 
outage to it, as I have here, I think, ſufficiently 
proved. And happy it is for them, that they do 
bas enjoy the beſt of Land, and make: Uſe of the 
ect of Art to clean their Grain; for, as many of 
dem draw their Wheat twenty, thirty, or more 
lies an End to our Markets, if they did not ſell 


beir very great Damage, by reaſon it would oblige 
lem to attend another Market for its Sale at 2 
erat Expence. In ſhort, the Vale- Farmer eften 
bes as much at once Sifting: and Fanning, as the 
ii Farmer does at twice Throwing and Rid- 
bring; for, when Wheat' is-in a foul Condition by 
ee Seeds of Weeds and ether Trumpery, the Chil- 
uu Farmer is frequently-obliged to throw it twice. 

ad nder it twice, before he can make. it fit for 
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auch cleaner from Soil and *Frumpery than our 


rwe ſame Pay they brought it, it would be to 
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6% O Thrafving Barley, & 
- the Screen. Hence the uſual Saying took its Riſe! 


that once Throwing of ſome Wheat will do it 21 


much Service, as two Throws will do a vor . 
Sort. That is, when Wheat is not very foul, once iy 1 
Throwing it will clean it, as much as twice prove 
Throwing will a fouler Sort. In a Word, the Vale dere 
Farmer is thought to have the Advantage of thꝰ ſtand 
Chilturn Farmer in the Cleaning of his Wheat; bu for t! 
Cuſtom carries it ſo much in the Country, that ther ſced 
are frequently ſeen, eyen in one and the ſame Pariſh WW Place: 
two different Ways of plowing and ſowing the ſamꝰ Turn: 
Sort of Land, in the Management of their Catt!gl pens, 
and many other Things in the Farming Way; in. ad fo 
ſomuch that one obſtinate Farmer, by his continu togetl 
ing his obſolete old and wrong Method of proceed or thr 
ing in Huſbandry Affairs, has broke, and his Sue which 
ceſſor got Money, and went forward, as much a firlt; t 
the other went backwards in the World; and chil and ct 
by his more rational and improved Way of going that, 
on as I have ſhewn in many Inſtances of my for ther h: 
mer Works, and intend in my future ones to far a Me: 
ther make appear. f Thrafl 
© _ 8 | his Ski 
w_ , | hn many 1 
e H A P. 8 A. 1 4 i _ 
| | : can be 
Of Thraſhing Barley in Middleſex, Hertford che 
. ſhire, and in Vales. f our 2 
1H E Way of Thraſbing Barley in Middleſex, Herti obſerve 
G ford 23 3 This Work is don dreſſed 
in one and the ſame Manner throughout all _ 1 3 tl 
Countries, for they vary in nothing but in i ery 
cleaning Part, There is, indeed, this ee N 1 ald 
either of them: Where there is a ſound plank Th: thy 
| Oaken or Beachen Floor, of a 2 ＋ i 1 e. 
} at er : 
Length, two Thraſhers are far bett at Bae the Thu 


er N e ; 
znd more particularly ſo, for thraſhing | "beyon( 


— 
2 
— 2 — Cay 
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- 


2 


— — 7" vg" £ — — dey — 


_ 3T braſhing. Barley, Sc; 5 
beyond all other large Grain, as I ſhall make ap- 
pear by what follows, VIZ. „ ne $6 pe En 
two Men are more neceſſary to thraſh out Bar- 
ley than any other large Grain, — This I pretend to 
prove from the Nature of the Barley-Corn; for 
there is no Corn, that I know of, ſo liable to with- 
ſtand the Strokes of the Flail, as Barley, and this 
for the following Reaſons: Firſt, when Barley- 
feed is ſown late, which the Farmers in many 
Places are forced to do, becauſe of eating their 
Turneps or Cole off ſo late as April, it often hap- 
pens, that dry Weather ſucceeds the Sowing of it, 
and ſometimes continues four, ſix, or eight Weeks 
together. In this Caſe, there generally enſue two 
or three Ripeneſſes in a Barley-Crop. That Seed, 
which lay deepeſt in the Earth, always comes up 
firſt; that, which lay next deepeſt, comes up next; 
and that, which Jay uppermoſt, comes up laſt; ſo 
that, at MHowing- time, one Parcel is ripe, the o- 
ther half ripe, and the other greeniſn. Now ſuch 
a Medley of ripe and unripe Barley gives the 
Thraſher Qccaſion to exert his Strength, and try 
his Skill to the utmoſt ; for, as there are not only 
many unripe Corns in the Ears, but alſo many ſmall 
dwindling half Kernels, that ſtick ſo faſt, as hardly 
can be got out with all the Labour that can be uſed 
by the Thraſher, there muſt be conſequently many 
left behind; but the more where only one Man is 
employed in thraſhing, as I ſhall by and by further 
obſerve. In the. ſecond Place, when Ground is 
dreſſed or manured in ſuch a rich Manner, that, 
with the Help of ſuch a rainy warm Spring and 
Summer, the Barley runs into ſo great a Crop, as to 
be laid before Harveſt, it then commonly yields a 
lean thin Kernel, that will be difficult to get out. 
Thirdly, it always happens, that, when Barley is 
mowed before it 1s full. ripe, it proves very hard to 
(ic Thraſher to force it out of its Ear. * 
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and laſtly, if Barley is thraſhed before it has 4%. 
| Jweating in the Mow, it adheres very cloſe to fog bit c 
Hoſe, and muſt require hard Labour indeed el b 8 
thraſh it clean out; becauſe it miſſes one Pare off n 
that Maturity or Cure, that is requiſite to make 1 raſh 
rel eaſily from its Hoſe and Ear. As to the firſt. 1 there r 
Have in my former Works printed the beſt Nude . the Ba 
For preventing any Damage happening to a Barley-Straw 
Crap by Exceſs of dry Weather, that ever was r the 
publiſhed. As to the ſecond, there wants no Ad- ode 
vice ; and, for the third and fourth Caſes, he muſti heir! 
be an ignorant, or a knaviſh Farmer, that ſuffen nile ; 
His Barley to come under theſe Misfortunes. WhyMW iis ch: 
T make Uſe of the Term Knaviſb is on Account off: inn 
thoſe, who, to preſerve a fine pale Colour on thel:).cow i 
Barley-Corn, thrafh and ſell it preſently after it i the He. 
out of the Field, without giving it Time in ther it 
Mow to ſwear, leſt the Weeds, that may be mowed 3 
and carried into the Barn with the Barley, cauſe 1 ” 
to fweat ſo much, as. to give it a higher Colour than —— 
the Farmer defires. When it ſo happens, the 
Brewer commonly ſuffers, becauſe ſuch unſweatedi 
Barley-Corn feldom ſprouts and throws out its 
Spires in a right Manner for making true Malt 
However, let Barley be got in ever ſo good Or- 
der, two Thraſhers at a Time, in one Barn, are far 
more preferable to the Owner than one; becauſe 
two Flails follow one another with fo quick a Mo- 
tion, that they keep it from jumping about, and | 
confine the Ears in the Way of its Strokes muck 
cloſer than a fingle Flail can; but the main Rea - 
ſon why two Flails are better than one in this Work! 
is, that they can beat and break the Ails or Beard s 
of the Barley much more than a ſingle Flail can: 
A Thing ſo neceffary to be done, that, if Barley 1688 
not delivered from theſe Exuberances, it will fetch) z 


rs bor the moſt Part thraſhed over again, in Or- 


thraſhing of the Ears and Straw with the Flail,. 


f ] the Barley of irs Ails 5 and that is, as ſoon as the 
Straw and its Ears are well thraſhed, and carried 
er the Floor, then, if the Barley-Crop was inned in 


Z cheir Flails, and ſoundly beat the Barley again, 
while it lies in its Chaff, to break off theſe Tails or 
is that may remain on it; but, if the Barley- Crop 

vas inned wettiſn, or otherwiſe ill, they commonly 
row it firſt out of the Chaff, and then flack the 


or it, and thraſh it again and again, and all for 
karing the Barley of its pernicious Ails or Tails. 


_ 


— 


e HAP. XI. 
C Cleaning of Barley. 


cleaning Barley. — In theſe two and in moſt 


Vales, in the Manner of cleaning their Barley. 
When it is thraſhed out, and the Ails are beat and 
ufciently broke, they paſs the Corn through a 
arge-holed Caving-Sieve, for taking away the fhort 
aws and offal Trumpery, in order to prepate it 
ircleaning, by throwing ; and, where there is Room 
gh, two Men may throw it well to clear it of 
schaff, the Seeds of Weeds, and the lighteſt 
ens. If the Barley was inned pretty clear of 
feeds, 
| due 


clean off as they can; and, after all their Labour in 


dere remains ſomething to be done beſides to clear 


od Order, the two Thraſhers will work on with 


. Heap of Corn not only once at it lies, but they 


ö | HE Middleſex and Hertfordſhire Jays of 


| uber Countries of the Chilturn, they differ from the 


was full ripe at Mowing, and had its 
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due Cure, by ſweating 'in the Mow, then, perhaps wit a 
once Throwing will be enough to make it read 10 
for a further Cleaning, by the great wodtlen and jas F 
| wired Screen; but, if it was ill inned, then it b. 
commonly requires a ſecond Throwing, to take oui. * al 
thoſe light and lean Kernels that would not drool 3 
ſhort in the Interſpace at the firſt Throwing, When | 
the Barley is throwed enough, the next Thing to bl ——- 
done is, to ridder or riddle it; for which Purpoſe M 
a Boy attends the Man who ſieves it, by ſupplyinef 
him with more Barley, as faſt as it is diſcharged by 
the Sieve, and fo on till all is done riddling, and _- 
made thus ready for the great Screen; 1 ſay, ll. 7; 
wooden and wired flat Screen that ſtands a little : 
(doping, the better to let out the Duſt, Seeds oi de th 
Weeds, and light Kernels, and to diſtinguiſh it from _. be 
the long Worm-like wired Sieve 3 by which bot tha 
Wheat, Barley, and Oats may be very expeditiouſly; .. 
cleaned in great Perfection. When all the Barley fl Th 
is thus ſcreened, it is ready to put into Sacks fol z all 
Market; but, in caſe ſome Seeds of Darne] ſhould fort 8. 
be left among the Barley, as it often happens, be con 2 
cauſe theſe Sceds are ſo near the Bigneſs of a Barley x. , - 
Corn, that they cannot be eaſily ſeparated, it is no, Man 
of great Importance or Damage to the Barley; fol be Bart 
that this Seed is of ſuch a Nature, as to add : ll (hf o 
Strength to the Liquor, and make the Beer or Ale ad port 
brewed from ſuch Malt, the more potent. But tha oice th 
main Matter is to free it off its Ails and Tails; for _ pe 
if theſe are left, in any Quantity, among the Barley nd feec 
there will a lower Price be bid for it, than other inning 
that are free from ſuch Trumpery. It is this ra Vile C 
makes the Cleaners - of Barley oftentimes wal Y Country 
on the thraſhed Barley, to tread on and break ol ow 
theſe Alls; and ſometimes neither Thraſhing no ira P. 
Treading will thoroughly break off theſe Ails (ad ohe 
nough to make the Parcel intirely clear of theme, 1 


Once Man will ſometimes thraſh and clean 00 Z 


3 


ines it is Work enough for two. But when Barley 


red, one Man has joe ＋ Quarters of it in 
ne Day, I may go farthef and fay fix, but then it 
has ol throwed out of its Chaff 

tkaning. ; 


. . , 


CHAP. XII. 
We Vale Way of cleaning Barley. 
1 HE Vale Way of cleaning Barley. — As 
to the Thraſhing Part of Barley in Vales, it is 


Gone the ſame as, in Middleſex and Hertfordſhire, as I 
ave before obſerved ; they only vary in cleaning it, 


__ 


5 ad that is thus: After they have thraſhed out the 
bey clean from the Straw, they rake” the coarſe 
"WY fil ſhort Straws off, and then paſs Barley, Chaff, 
0 ad all through a Sieve, to take out the next offal 


bort Straws and Ears that may remain among the 
con and Chaff: When this is done, they bring the 
1 BY Vind-fan near the Heap, and then with the Help of 
* W: Man to ſieve, and a Boy to ſupply it, they fan, as 


be Barley runs but of the Sive, and blow away the 
(chef of ſome of the lighteſt Kernels into the Yard; 
nd for this Purpoſe they lay the Heap of Barley, and 
A Pace the Wind-fan ſo near the Barn-Door; that it 


1 may be blown into the Yard for fattening their $winez 
nd feeding their Poultry. This Method of Wind- 


ming Corn is not only followed and practiſed in 
ae Countries: It is alſo done much in the Weſt⸗ 


Country among their dry Farms, and they take this 
o Method to fatten their Swine in Part for Bacon; 

br Porker will fat alone upon the light Kernels, 
ad other Trumpery that is blown out of the Barn; 
vr here they take all the Care poſſible to fatten a 


ALA 
15 


The Vale Way of cleaning Barley- 74 
wht Buſhels of Barley in one Day; and ſome- 
us been inned well, and. a plentiful Crop has hap- 


before he began 


L wet 
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94 The Vale May ef chaning Barley. 


great Number of Swine every Year ; becauſe amol 


their whole Living depends upon this Sort of Flef f : 


as is evident in ſome Meaſure by the commoliMl 


Anſwer a Traveller meets with at their Inns, whe 


he aſks what is for Supper? Their Reply is, Por 
and Cale, or Cole, or more properly Coleworts, A 
eordingly their Butchers make no Difficulty of killin 
Bacon-Hogs and Porkers throughout the who 
Summer in many Places of the Weſt, At Frome Ml 
ſaw it done, I think, in July, without fearing an 
Damage accruing by the great Heat of the Wea 
ther, which in many other Places proves a ſufficien 
Reaſon to hinder the Slaughtering of Hogs, lei 
they ſhould not make the Fleſh take Salt, and kee 
fo ſafe and ſound as it will in cooler Weather; bull 
here, I ſay, they are not apprehenſive of any fucliM 
Danger; becaufe, preſently after Killing, they throw 
the Fleſh into a Tub of Brine. But to return to nl 
Subject. After the Heap of Barley is once cleaneq 


by the Wind-fan, and they perceive it will be tal 
their Advantage, to fan over again the lighteſt Par 
of the Barley, they do it a ſecond Time; and then 
the Wind-fan. leaves all the Corn in fo com 
Pleat a Condition, as makes it fit to be put up nM 
Sacks for a Market-Sale. And thus two Men and 
a Boy will clean more Quarters of Barley in a Day 
than any two Men can by Throwing, Riddling, anal 
Screening in our Chilturn Country; and, at the lama 
Time, clear the Barley from Soil and Trumpery tar 
better than ours can. But altho' F praiſe Vale-Fari 
mers, and others, for their more expeditious and 
cleaner Way of preparing Wheat, Barley, and 
other Corn for Market, than what. we do in the : 
Chilturn Country of Hertfordſhire and in Middieſes, 
yet I cannot well help diſpraiſing them in their ex- 
travagant Oeconomy of Fanning their light Corn 
and Chaff. into the Farm-Yard, becauſe they mull 
in Courſe waſte and loſe a great Part of their Chaff, 
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Hertfor 
much tl 
proceed 


ſhed, 


be Hogs Feet. If ſuch a Piece of Huſbandry was 
en in our Parts, the very Boys would cry out 
me on ſuch a Farmer, for the great Waſte he 
old fo make. „ 2 
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PW 
14 } Thraſhing Oats, Peaſe, and Beans in Mid- 
—_ dex, Hertfordſhire, and in Vales. 


HE Way of thraſhing and cleaning Oats, 
Peaſe, Beans, aud Thetches, in Middleſex, 
Hertfordſhire, and Vales. — The Thraſhing of 


tes is performed all one Way, but their Cleaning 
b not; for, in the Vale, they differ from the two 
rt Countries, by Wind-fanning their Oats after 
is Manner: ä ; 
= Th: Vale Way of cleaning Oats. — After they 
re thraſhed, they rake and cavin them, to get out 
e ſhort Straws, and other groſs Foulneſs; which 
when they have done, they are ready for the Wind- 
kn; and accordingly the Wind - fan is brought, 


ome fan the Chaff, light Kernels, and Trum- 
pery out of Doors into the Yard ; others, that are 
better Huſbands, fan all their Oats ſo as to - ſave 


The Tail, or light Part of their Oats, they ſome- 
times fan twice. © „ | 

The Way of cleaning Oats in Middleſex and 
Hertfordſhire. — Their Way of cleaning Oats is 


proceed thus: As ſoon as the Thraſhing Part is fi- 
whed, they rake off the ſhort Straws from the 


ad ſome of their Corn, by the Dirt and Tread of 


Oats in Middleſex, Hertfordſhire, and in Vale Coun- 


WY ind to Men and a Boy employed to clean them 3 


tier Chaff in the Barn with the lighteſt Kernels. 


much the ſame in one County as the other. They 
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8, : 
Heap, and paſs the reſt through the Cavin large- The 
holed Sieve ; when this is done, they fan them wih Too 
the Knee-fan; then paſs all through a Ridder-Sieve WY the ſ 
which lets out the beſt Oats; and cauſes the Trum ver 
pery to riſe up to the Top, which is taken out by the bid 
Hand of the Sifter, and put into a Place by them llt 
felves. Next, in caſe the Oats are thus almoſt clean: Man 
ed, they only flack them with the Knee- fan again, td once 
take out all the remaining Seeds of Weeds, very lighi that 
Kernels, and other Trumpery, and fo buſhel them is do! 

uß into a Sack; but, if they were not ſo clean as ii fait 
do with what T have wrote, they paſs them a ſecond Part 
Time through the Ridder, or Riddle-Sieve, and :5 the 
then they are commonly done in Perfection. tte 1 
De Vale Way of cleaning Beans, Peaſe, aud bor tt 
Thetches.— After theſe are thraſhed, the Hea Horſ 
is raked, and both Corn and Chaff paſſed through foone 
the Cavin-Sieve : When this is done, any of chef which 
Grains are ready to be cleaned by the Wind-fan cyouſ] 
which will blow away the Chaff and Trumpery ſuf Field. 
ficiently for ſacking them; for they ſeldom fan theſſi . 
twice, ON „„ ee kein 
We Middleſex and Hertfordſhire Ways of cleaning Wind 
Beans, Peaſe, and Thetches. — Peaſe and Thetcheſ #or cle 
are commonly cleaned thus: As ſoon as they ar Mil, 

| thraſhed out, the Straw and Trumpery are raked of beet 
the Heap; then they are throwed by the Caſting WW wil c! 
Shovel, to take out and ſeparate the Chaff from t Make: 
Peafe and Thetches: Next, they are paſſed througiſi fo M 
the Wheat-ridder Sieve, for clearing them ol Wom 
Burs, ſmall Kids, and ſuch like Offal; which, bi any 
the Riddling, or round Sifting, cauſes them and than " Huſ 
naughty Peaſe or Thetches to riſe on the Top, and len tt 
ſo are taken out by the Sifter's Hand. They neveſ Team, 
throw theſe twice, becauſe they are of the hea would 
vieſt Sort of Corn, and therefore the eaſier ſeparateq f © ine 


from their Chaff at once Throwing. Horſe-beang 
are cleaned in the ſame Manner as Peaſe and 
ä 2” : 2 ++ _—_ 


al » — « 


Of Thraſhing Oats, Peaſe, Beans, Gr. 75 
Thetches in theſe two Counties, and ſeveral others. 
Two Men are ſeldom ſeen to clean Corn at one and 


a very large one indeed. One Man can fan and clean 
fre Quarters of Oats in a Day; for theſe are of too 
light a Body to clean by throwing. And one 
Man can clean fifty Buſhels of Peale in a Day, by 
once throwing and ſifting them. I ſhould have faid, 
that the Thraſhing of Beans, Peaſe, and Thetches 
is done all one Way in Vales, Middleſex, and Hert- 
firdſhire ; except that, in Middleſex, they for the moſt 
Part bind up the Horſe-beans in Sheaves, as ſoon 


the Thraſhing- floor as we do Wheat-Sheaves ready 
for the Flail; and it is by this Means that ſuch 
which is to ſpread them on the Barn-floor promiſ- 
Field. | 


Hv fome clean their Corn in Oxfordſhire. — 
Their general Way of cleaning Corn, here, is by the 


18H Vind-fan ; but when there is an urgent Neceſſity | 


© for cleaning a Griſs of Wheat to be ſent to the 
ra Mill, a Couple of Women will ſometimes take a 


of Sheer in their Hands, which, by flacking to and fro, 


go vl clear the Chaff from the Corn; but this is a 
hal Make-fhift ; for this Sort of cleaning will not do 
ol for Market. About twenty or thirty Years ago, 
o Women in ſome Parts of this Country, as well as in 
DB any more, would exert their Strength and Skill 
hell Huſbandry Affairs, more than they do now; for 
na then they would reap Corn, fill Dung-Carts, drive a 
e Team, and now and then, for making Haſte; 
would mount a Horſe and ride away with the ſame 

ohe Mill or otherwiſe, ee. 
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the fame Time in theſe Counties, unleſs the Floor is 
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25 they are cut or reaped, and then they are lain on 
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Horſe- beans may be thraſhed eaſier, and much 
ſooner than in the Vale, or Hertfordſhire Way,; 
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cuouſly as they are mown and brought out of the 
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78 Different Meaſures of Om 
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The Kentiſh Way of thraſhing Corn; — How : 
they are ſo ſagacious, as to bind up not only their © * 
Wheat in Sheaves, but alſo bundle up all other comm. 
Corn; by which Means the Ears are lain in two brrein 
Rows, one againſt the other, and thus give the meet 
Thraſher an Opportunity of beating out more Corn Perſor 
in one Day, than when it lies promiſcuouſly, or in a Mark. 
confuſed Manner on the Floor. I ſhould enlarge bas nc 
here on their wiſe Method of firſt tying up their 
Corn in Bundles in the Field before they houſe it; Lk. C 
but, as I have been pretty 8 on this Matter mea 
re of it. * 


before, I ſhall write no more f this 
oe - (ub-B, 
8 ES 3 wy Dm 
— I bbe Se 
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Of the in fits cauſed by diferent Autre f e 
55 Dorn. e in. 


ILIO V Gentlemen and Farmers ſuffer cuſdrrabig _ 
Loſſes by the different Meaſures of Buſhets,-1 his ves T 
Article I ſhould have aſſumed before this, to ſhew andi vos of 
expoſe the great Loſſes attending the Gentlemen and vc |. 
Farmers in the Sale of their Corn, by Means of then 


various Sorts of Buſhels now made Uſe of in many 


Parts of this Kingdom; I ſay, I ſhould have done 
this before now, in Hopes that what I have here to RH 


advance, on this Head, may be inſtrumental toward bor, as: 
obtaining a Law to remedy this great Evil. Firſt c |, - 
then, I ſhall obſerve, that there are ſeveral ill diſpo bodber 
ſed Perſons, as Corn-Buyers, Maltſters, and others ee ay, 
who keep two Sorts of Buſhels by them, one to buy 12 
by, and the other to ſell by; and this in ſome Places bm Z, 


even where the Braſs Standard Wincheſter Buſhel in K,, 1 
kept in a Market, for deciding any Differences po bisger tl 
may ariſe on the Account of Meaſure. But ” bush 
Perſons, I am here expoſing, are not thoſe we ufa By 
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Different Meaſures of Co 9 
ere to viſit this Arbitrator, unleſs it be for an un- 
-ommon neceſſitous Reaſon, becauſe their chief End 
herein is to another Purpoſe : And that is, when they 
meet with a Noveliſt, or an unſkilful, or a modeſt 
Perſon that has been but once, or a few Times, at 
Market to ſell Corn, they then inſiſt on it, that he 
has not ſold ſufficient Meaſure, becauſe his Buſhel 
does not fill theirs. Now you muſt know, that ſuch 
Gile-Corn is very rarely fold in the Market, without 
meaſuring one Buſhel out of every Sack; and 
if chis one Bufhel does not hold out with their 
(ub-Buſhel (as ſome rightly name them) then 
Demand enfues for a Recompence to be made by 
the Seller, according to the Proportion of what is 
ranted to fill the Buyer's Buſhel ; and, if he is a 
Junior, full of Modeſty, and wants Courage to 
tand the Teſt of a Standard Deciſion, he ſubmits to 
what our Judge and Party Buyer thinks fit to mulct 
lim, Oh! the Villany of ſuch Men, who well 
know at the fame Time, they are thus biting and 
impoſing on an innocent Perſon, that they them- 
"WY {ves perhaps would be the moſt noiſy and clamo- 
"=: - of all others, were they to be uſed in the fame 

Manner. | 
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5 Do not with Ignorance unjuſtly deal, 
eres Prongs to Heaven have Appeal. 


J For, as a Divine writes, they, who get and retain the 
boods of others unjuſtly, are altogether as guilty of 
WY Robbery, as thoſe who take them by Force. Se- 

ody, at Cheſham Corn-market, in Bucking- 

BY n/ire, that lies five and twenty Miles Diſtance 
tom London, and about five Miles from Hempſtead, 
By” {fr:ford/bire, their cuſtomary Market-Buſhel is 
Mi lipoer than Hempſtead and St. Aban's Wincheſter Mar- 
, ler-buſhe], by half a Peck in eight Buſhels, which is 

aka Buſhel and half a Peck in every five Quarters 
of 
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he Over plus Meaſure I have before obſerved : 80 
dat an Act of Parliament for reducing all the Mar- 
br-buſhels of this Kingdom into one and the ſame 


would, in my humble Opinion, be of vaſt Service to 
thoſe Gentlemen and Farmers who occupy conſider- 
ble Quantities of Arable Land, and are now forced 


Tub unſizeable Buſhel is now and then in Uſe, or 
ere the cuſtomary Market-buſhel'is more than the 


gandard Wincheſter Buſhel. 
A Copy of a Letter 10 4 Member of Part att. : 
$15 „„ 


take all Advantages in my Power of ſerving 
my Country; I have made Uſe of the preſent Sub. 
{ ject, with an Intention to do the ſame now. For 
' which Purpoſe I humbly take the Liberty to ſend 
the incloſed Petition to your Worſhip, preſuming 
ou will ſee Cauſe enough for Farmers to pray for 
' a ſpeedy Relief; and as it affects Landlords, Te- 
' nants, and Tradeſmen, in general, it is hoped you 
' will employ your ſtrenuous Endeavours to pro- 
' mote ſo glorious a Work, in delivering the Britiſh 
Farmers from the infinite Damage they muſt ne- 


„ cefſarily ſuſtain, if a Stop is not put to the Impor- 


N W © tation of Wheat, Sc. from America into Europe. 


Tam, honoured Sir, your moſt Obedient Servant, 
| WixIIAM ELLIVs, 
One of your Electors. To Charles Gore, E,; and 
William Houblon, Eq; Members of Par- 
/iament for Hertford ſhire, March 20. 1742-3. 


M By 


4 Copy of 4 Zetter Kc. 8 
: Katute Mincbeſter Meature, under a ſevere Penalty, 


o fell their Corn at thoſe Markets where the private 


© A S it has been my Cuſtom for many Years to 
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55 Aq e Da 8 
4 By BY Dare it may appear ſorwwhit wy 
hops for Relief this prefent Sellion of ber 


becauſe it ended on the But, as 1 hog _ 
1 could not too ſoon and the obtaining ig Ine 
my Duty obliged me to preſent the an ; fro1 
' now lay the Cafe before the Public, for the inform fr 
ing them of theſe growing Evils, for fo they are in Wl Af 
moſt potent Manner; inſomuch that it s of - 
higheſt Concern to Crbat- Britin to emplo her bei 
Endeavours to encourage Tillage with the utmoſ 
Expedition, even if it were not on Account of th 6 
Indians ſending Corn into Europe; becauſe Fran yo 
and Ireland now do it in the. moſt exalted Degree i 
and particularly the laſt ; whoſe diligent Dublin al Wl jane, 
ciety has found out Ways to drain cheir Bogs, an u, / 
get excellent Crops of Corn, where neither Ma Y tba 
nor Beaſt durſt formerly go on, leſt they were ſmall b 
lowed up alive. And can Tillage be better improſ ur N 
ved, than by Authors writing from their own, an 9, 
other Experience. But how can this be done th ura 
beſt Way? Why, b 7 giving ſuch Authors due En lere / 
couragement to enable them to hold ſerviceable Cor Chain 
reſpondences, making Inſpections at Home and A 1 
broad, and proving Things by chargeable Trials yl ri 7 
for their conducing to the Good of the Publigh i 
Weal ; and thus capacitate this Nation, not only ud, 
vie with, but out- do all others in the Improvemcnl ind, as 
of Huſbandry. ler 
This 
l talhay | 
Trade, 
jour Pr 
Fit 
„e. 
* H A cular | 
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bie Copy of a curious Letter ſent to the Author 
from Virginia, ſhewing the Skill and great Indu- 
ſiry of one of their chief Planters in Huſbandry 
Affairs. „ 


Nr. WILLIAM ELLIS, 


SIR, „ | 
| 70 U will be very much ſurpriſed at an Applica- 
tion made to you by a Perſon at ſo remote a Di- 
ſunce, which I can no otherwiſe excuſe, than by telling 
wm, I have the ſame Inilinations to improve the Coun- 
try that it was my Lot to be born in, as you may ſeem 
h have, by your Endeavours, io improve the Place of 
wr Nativity; in order to which I am induced to defire 
wu to ſend me a proper Plough for a ſandy Soil that is 
wturally rich and good, and very level; and as J 
lee found by Trials 1 have made, that Drilling of 
brain is extremely agreeable to this hot Climate, I 
wud deſire you to fend me one of your three-wheet 
Drill-Ploughs, and a Horſe-Break, and ſuch of your 
utes relating io Modern Huſbandry, as are already 
red, except for the Month of May, which I have : 
i, as 7 find theſe Experiments anſwer, I ſhall make 
ber Application to you. = 1 
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This Letter will be conveyed to you by Mr. Jo- 
an Forward, a noted Merchant in the Virginia 
Inde, who will receive theſe Things, and pay you 
jour Price. He lives in London. N 


{f it would not be too great a T reſpaſs on your 
od Nature, I ſhould be glad if you would be par- 
L cular in giving me your Opinion in the following. 
tauches of Buſineſs, 1 oy 
_ Fn- 
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Imprimis, I have laid off a conſiderable Tract of 
about three thouſand Acres of Land, to be employ. 
ed in Farming. I have adjoining a large. Piece of 
ſwampy marſhy Ground, which is capable of great 
Improvements. Your Direction as to che Diſtribu- 
tion of the Farm. land, and the Draining of my 
Marſh, would be of ſingular Service to me. I have 
alſo erected a convenient Malt-houſe, Brew-houſe, 
and Diſtilling-houſe, which ſeveral Callings I carry 
on within myſelf, though not with ſo much Succeſs, M 
as I have Reaſon to hope I ſhall, with proper Infor- 
mation, having hitherto been only aſſiſted by my 
own Genius, and improved by ſome Obſervations I 
made when in England, at an Age when the Follies iM 
of Youth were predominant. I have lately read 
four Pamphlets relating to Brewing, which I take 
by the Stile to be your Performance; they afford Ml 
me a great deal of Satisfaction, and I believe willi 
prove very beneficial to me; and, if you can com- 
municate any farther Obſervations, you will lay a 
great Obligation on me, and you may depend, iff 
you give me Encouragement, you ſhall hear con 
ſtantly of my Succeſs, and the ſeveral Stages of my 
Proceedings. e © 

There is nothing ſo prejudicial to Mankind in ge 
neral, as the Imprudence of Tutors, who continue, Wl 2 
without Regard to the Genius of the Youth unde s 

their Care, to attempt nothing more than the ma F 
king them Poets, or Grammarians; tho', by al 
more proper Method, without knowing one Word; 
of Latin, many, that are whipped into Stupidity 
might be made uſeful Members of Societies, ana 
ſhining Ornaments to their Country, Were J te Z 


tell you the many different Trades I carry on wit boſtan 
my Slaves, without any other Inſtructions, than a thre: 
am capable of giving them, you would ſcarce ha- break 
Faith ſufficient to depend upon the Truth of m Emba 
Affertion. I am a Coachmaker, Carver, Caf Mougy 


R 


ter, Cooper, Blackſmith, Maſon, Bricklayer, Mill- 
wright, Engineer, and many other Trades too te- 
Jious to enumerate { In which ſeveral Callings, be- 
fdes Planting and Farming, I employ near ſeventy 
Hands, and reap ſome Profit from every Branch, be- 
des my own Works I have in Hand. After what 
| have ſaid you will readily conclude, I was not cal- 
culated for a Poet, though my Maſter, like all 
other Fools, if I may call Scholars ' ſo, would never 
be perſuaded to entertain any other Opinion of me. 
have a Machine in Hand; if it ſucceeds, I will 
obſerve further upon it, having as yet no other Con- 
viction than what is apparent from my own Model. 
You will pardon this Trouble, and believe me to be 
2 well Wiſher and Encourager of all public- ſpirit- 
ed Men, I ami 1 
Sir, Tour moſt Humble Servant, 
Rappa River, ix Virginia, | N 
Auguſt 23. 1742. 
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CHAT, XVI. 
The AUTH OR's Ax sw ER. 
The Author*s Anſwer to the Virginia Letter. 
a * OU R ingenious Letter gave me no ſmall 
1 Pleaſure to find that there is a Perſon in Vir- 
ro ene, who has a true Taſte for Improvements in 
yl Huſbandry ; I therefore more gladly embrace 
the Opportunity of correſponding with you, and 
dow acquaint you, that, on the tenth Day of this 
' Infant, I went to my Plough-maker, and befpoke 
' 2 three-wheel Drill-plough, and a Sort of Horſe- 
' break proper for your Soil, to be delivered for 
 Embarkation, as Mr. Forward directed: Which 
: Hough, by the Help of three little Boxes ſent 
» h * With 


% 


986 The Author's Anſwer 


© with it, and are to be made Uſe of accord 


ww * 


deſign to ſow, will enable e 
< the Grain u 190 » - Mul chade YOU tc 2 0 
< ſow either * Barley, Wheat, Peaſe, or Hori: MW va 
© beans, in Drills out of a Hopper fixed over th i he | 
box may be made to ſow St. Foywe-ſeed, Turnep r 
Cole, Clover, Trefoil, Ray-graſs, Lucern, an ohe 
* other Sorts, to a very great Advantage z for it is 
only putting ſuch Box on the iron Spindle of hq . dtde 
© third Wheel, as is wanted to ſow ſuch a Grain a Fo" 
< beſt pleaſes you; and, as you are an Engineer, th nn 
Matter will be plain at ane View, when you have, , 
a Sight of the three Sorts of Boxes ſent you, whic F 
will direct you in the making any other that may i dout 
* be necellary tor ſowing French Wheat, Kidney, 
< beans, Tick-beans, Seeds of Pears, Apples, Rice box 
< and many others, perhaps, that grow in America =. - 
and you may want to Propagate in the Drill- Way and 
* that we know nothing of in England. each 
The Improvement of ſand Land. — As to the _ cd: 
three thouſand Acres of ſandy Land, that you in W' high 
* tend to employ in the Farming Way, by ſowing other 
© jt with Corn, Sc. it is ſuch a Quantity of Ground = vi! 
as deſerves a due Conſideration how to improve 1 i Row 
in the higheſt Perfection; m_— you * oK. 
* is naturally rich, and lies in a level Poſture, It! me F 
© the received Opinion of the moſt ſagacious Far on bc 
© mers and Gardeners, that a true ſandy, loamy So! a vil b 
is the beſt Sort in England for producing the mo e 1 
plentiful Crops of Grains, artificial Graſſes, 3 ame 
other Vegetables; and accordingly 1 of bri 
© about Godalmin, lets and ſells for the moſt Coll me 5 
Lever knew any at the fame Diſtance —_ | a. 
* man or Godalmin in Surry lies at from = Wa that, 
0 and your ſandy Ground, I find, may 2 4 1 ' Poiſon 
great Way behind it in Goodneſs „there 3 dcuriſ 
Lare very much in the Right in thinking tha it 1 om 
+ Drill-plough will beſt ſuit its Nature z for, 28, dert 
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or Study in many Parts of England, and our Con- 


to: ;;jvance, to fow even the large Horſe-bean in fuck 
. Manner in our red furly Clays, that it may not 
be buried by being plowed in, and therefore we 
m2 t only harrow them in; fo it on the Contrary con- 
PS © crns you to fow your Wheat, Barley, Oats, or 


other Grain in ſuch a fandy Soil at fach a Depth, 
33 is ſufficient to hinder the too powerful Heats of 
i the Sun from drying the Roots of Corn ſowed 
i therein, to the Degree of Damage or Rum. And 
this the excellent three-wheel Drill-Plough will 
i do in the beſt Manner poſſible, with the Help of a 
( Horfe-break 3 for thefe two Inftruments give a 
i double Security to the Grain: One by this Plough 
at Sowing-time, for, as the Seed drops out of the 
i Box between the two broad Boards into the Drill 
or Thorough that the Share makes, this looſe 
andy Ground immediately falls in of itſelf from 
each Side, and fills up the Drills, fo that there 
Wy ' n:cds no more to be done to the Corn till it is got 


high enough up to want the Horſe-break. The 


i ober therefore is done by the Horſe- break, which 
p vill make a Tilth as it were between the Drills or 
Koss of Corn, by tearing or turning the Ground, 
a. k | — 
is kill and hinder the Growth of Weeds, and give 
a WJ © Hand-hough an Opportunity of laying Earth 
oil © both Sides the Roots of ſuch drilled Corn, which 


vill both ſhade andſhelter, as I faid, the Roots from 
WJ ttc Damage of Heats and Droughts, and at the 
me time give them a new Nouriſhment capable 
of bringing forth the greateſt of Crops, eſpecially if 
be Seed was firſt ſteeped or ſoaked in a Prepara- 
don adequate to its Nature; for you may underſtand, 
far, as we ſay, one Man's Meat is another Man's 
ain, fo that Liquor or Preparation, which will 
; "nouriſh and bring forward a great Crop of Grain 
it 1 Tom one Sort of Seed, will, if another Sort is ſteep- 

= or ſoaked in it, ſpoil it, Hence I take the Liberty 
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to obſerve to you, that I. am Maſter of a nprerry, i : 

many * and profitable Receipts ee =Y : 6. 
on this Account: As how to prepare Carrot-ſeeq ing 
two ſeveral Ways, ſo that it ſhall. come up in a Ing 
much leſs Time, and with. more Safety and Fer- for 
tility, than when it is ſown in the common naked Wl « $01 
Way: Alſo how to prepare Turnep-ſeed. either WM © the 
in the wet or dry Way, fo as to prevent any Da- * ore: 
mage from the Worm, Fly, and Slug, and © bib: 
. cauſe it to ſprout in a little Time. Both which Rai 
Secrets are of great Importance to Farmers and WW © Roc 
others; becauſe, Carrot-ſced . ſometimes has lain © fron 
< two Months in the Earth before it has ſhewed its © Soil 
« Sprouts, and Turnep-ſeed ſix Weeks, to the Loſ * Pctr 
of their Crop, or to the Damage of a late Growth. Wl © dry | 
« But what would Thouſands give to know an infal- © ble \ 
< lible cheap Way, that infallibly will ſecure a Crop © Crop 
of Turneps, Cole or Rape, Savory, Weld oof © love! 
«© Wold, and many other Field or Garden Vegeta © of N 
a bles, from the Deſtruction of the Worm, Fly Print 
and Slug in any Sort of Weather, let it be eve ly cc 
c ſo wet or dry; which is what no one can pretenq * and { 
to be certain of, by the Uſe of Lime, Tobacco chaſe 
« duſt, or Aſhes, by reaſon of the Waſh of Rains vil tt 
« that oftentimes has proved ſuch powdered An tbe V 
« tidotes of little or no Value for this Purpoſe. WW mn: 14 
« likewiſe make Uſe of a Compoſition for ſtcepingily * the . 
« of Beans of all Sorts, from the great broad Winag Mode 
hr. bean, to the ſmalleſt Horſe- bean, or any So * the I. 
© of Peaſe, that is ſo efficacious as to bring on a made 
« early Sprouting, prevent the common Deſtructio ; Drill. 
« by Mice, and force on a quick Growth in the arg nd E. 
« eſt Seaſons; ſo that thoſe, who are obliged to ſo 7 their n 
« theſe late, may be as forward in their Crops, , might 
© thoſe ſown much ſooner ; and, by the Help | wt 
« ſach a liquid Aſſiſtance, enjoy a ſurpriſing la otber F 
provement, free of that Loſs that once accu uy Cheap F 


a certain Gentleman; who, being deſirous 4 7 1 
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i 4 great Crop of Horſe-beans, was perſuaded toſteep 
the Seed in a certain Liquor, and he did it accord- 

© ingly 3 but he found himſelf deceived both in the 
( Ingredients and in the Time of ſteeping the Seed 
for great Rains, deſcending immediately after 
© owing, the Seed burſt too ſoon, and rotted; to 
the Loſs almoſt of the whole Crop; becauſe, by tie 
great Quantity of Liquor that the Beans had im- 
© hibed, and the ſudden Fall of great and laſting 
Rains, the Seed had not Time to make a regular 
Rooting into the Earth; fo as to ſecure the Crop 
from ſuch a fatal Diſaſter, It is in ſuch a ſandy 
© Soil that I recommend to you the Uſe of my Salt- 
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89 
petre Receipt above all other Soils, becauſe ſuch 
. © dry looſe Earth ſtands moſt in need of its ineſtima- 


— 
1 


ble Value for forwarding, ſecuring, and increaſing 
Wl © Crops of Barley in particular, beyond all other 
ñlaventions of this Kind, yet fourid out by the Art 


10 


1 «of Man, and which I am the ſole Publiſher of in 
Print; to be done by a Method that may be eaſi- 
ei © ly comprehended by the moſt. ignorant Ruſtic; 
ad © and fo cheap, that an ordinary Farmer may pur- 
08 © chaſe the Ingredients. - Here I ſtop my Pen; to 


tell the Difference of Mankind; whoſe Fancies, as 
' the Verſe ſays, differ like: their Faces: — What 
' nz Man praiſes, another diſprdiſes. — It was in 
"the Year 1736, that a Man carried ſeveral of my 
Models of new Ploughs about the. Country, as 


or © tie Hertfordſbire two-wheel double Share-Plough, 
amade with a Crook in its Beam; the three-wheel 
10088 * Drill-Plough; and others, for giving Gentlemen 
lr ad Farmers an Opportunity of inſpecting into 
(08 ticir many and great improving Advantages that 


might accrue to them by the Uſe of ſuch Inſtru- 
ments in proper Soils, above and beyond what any 
' other Piough in this Nation can perform at the 
Cheap Rate they do. It happened that at Beeccles, in 
felt, there then lived. a Clergyman, who poſ- 
85 = ſeſſed 


he Author's ige: | 
_ © ſeſſed a conſiderable Living, and who ted in the 
Commiſſion of the Peace: This Gentleman, be- 
ing a Lover of Improvements in Agriculture, be- 
came a Purchaſer at London of the firſt Book FM 
*:wrote-on Huſbandry, intitled, The Practical Far- 
mer; wherein I inſerted the famous Salt. Petre, or 
Nitre Reoeipt, which he took the Hint of, and 
recommended it to a Gentleman in his Neigh- 
©: bourhood for his following its Directions: How to 
fleep Barley- ſeed, fo as to make an Acre of welk 
©-hearted Earth produce ſeven Quarters; and the 
Book happened to fall into right Hands; for the 
Gentleman put it in Execution on the firſt Oppor-W 
tunity, and had ſuch a Crop of Barley growing in 
his poor fandy Land that ſurpriſed the Country, 
J and brought People far and near to ſee it. Ho 
much his Return was at Harveſt I cannot ſay, be- 
cauſe I never had an Aceount of it: But this LK now]. 
© that it was the general Computation for that very 
long dry Summer and ſandy Country, four Buſnels, 
or what they call a Coomb there, was the genera i 
Product of an Acre of Land; | becauſe, as they 
ſowed their Seed by Hand in this lean, dry, looſeſ 
Ground, the Roots of the Barley were caſil 
© parched and dried up; yet, though the Gentſemamſ 
© fowed his ſteeped Barley-ſeed in this Manner, Fun- 
- derſtand he muſt have had a great Crop of Barley 
© by its green Sight in the mid Part- of the Som- 
© mer, even eight or ten Times more than hig 
© Neighbours, who ſowed their Barley-ſeed in th 
„dry and naked Way: Which Crop was of tna 
more Value to the Owner, becauſe, this Grain fail 
© ing; almoſt every where this Summer in as greauy 
a Degree, perhaps, as ever was known, it gadq; 
him an Opportunity of ſelling his Barley at a vel) 
high Rate; ſo that, in Courſe, he muſt get well by : 
© his courageous Venturing on a new Method, — 2 
© advances a ſmall Charge for a great Profit. Th 
. | | * encourae 


« — the — Parſon to * out three Shil- 
lings and fix Pence in other Books of my Writing 
that the Man fold, for the further Improvement 


2 of Huſbandry. From hence the Man travelled on, 
and in his Travels after ſome Days, accidentally 


* ſeeing a Gentleman, who, i it ſeems, was a Londoner, 
« ſtand at his own Door, he offered his Book to 
« Sale, with the Sight of one of his Medels; which 


moved the Gentleman into ſuch a Paſſion, that he 
D- ye, wbat do you come imo this 


* faid, 
* Country for, Jil ſoon have you taken up; which 
e am in Mind of what a Militia Captain ſaid to 


* a Soldier of the Guards, who happened that 


Pay to ſupply a Man's Room in his Company, 
* when they muſtered the Trained Bands; they 
* aſked this Man his Name, and what he was, he 
* anſwered, a Soldier, Oh! ſays the Captain, 1 will 

© have no Soldier in my Company. But what 
vas almoſt, or, indeed, more ſurpriſing than this, 
the Man had not travelled above two Miles from 

* this Place, before he came where there was a 
great Concourſe of People aſſembled about an Inn: 

* On his aſking what was the Matter, they told 

him there was that Day a great deal of Sport 
o be performed on a Common juſt by— As ſocn 


45 the Gentleman had dined. 2 this the Man 
| Fets into the Preſence of them; and, when they 


aw his Plough Models, they looked on them very 


* earneſtly, but did not buy any of his Books, nor 


0 much as aſk him to drink; which provokes 
me to ſay further, that it was the more ungrate- 
' ul, becauſe it happened to be in a ſandy Country, 
« that ſtood moſt in Need of artificial Helps from 
both the double and the three-wheel Drill- 
' Poughs ; from the double Plough, becauſe in this 
lot | looſe Earth four Horſes would plow double 
* the Quantity of Ground in one Day, that their 
 Jcky Wheel-Plough can, and in a far better 


' Nanger than that does ; for this Plough, by its 
„ 8 
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of one or both of theſe Ploughs, becauſe theſe do 
that beneficial Way of ſowing ſteeped Barley, 


+ againſt the greateſt Degree of Heat from the Sun Wl 
and more as the Roots of the ſoaked Seeds receiv 
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two Shares, makes very narrow Thoroughs, ar 
Furrows, which is much better for the Increaſe of 
Crops of Grain, than when one large Thorough, is 
turned by the ſingle Share-Plough;- Hence come 
the old but true Saying, — The mone Furrows, the 
more Corn: — ſo that it is their own Fault, if 
their County did not reap the Advantage of many We 
Thouſand Pounds Value in one Year, by the Ute MW 


moſt Service in light Earth; and alſo for! 3 


which is a new Improvement that is more neceſſa- 


ry to be followed in the two Counties of Norfolk BN 
and Suffolk, than in any other two Counties, I am Wi 
of Opinion, in all England, becauſe of the many WW 


Thouſand Acres of ſandy Land that lie in thete WM 
Parts; an Earth, as you obſerve, that certainly 
receives the greateſt Advantages from the Drill 
Huſbandry ; and alſo from Corn firſt ſoaked in ſome 
Liquid, for preparing it to be ſown in the Spring 
and Summer Seaſons: And ſa neceſſary and pro- 
fitable is the new Way of preparing both Field 
and Garden Seed, that, in my humble Opinion, 
the Subject deſerves a particular Treatiſe to be 
wrote on the ſame, of which I intend to make a 
further Obſervation hereafter, * Now by theſe twain 
great Advantages of firſt ſoaking Barley and other 
other Seeds, and ſowing them in the Drill Way 
Farmers, who occupy ſandy, chalky, and otheai 
light Earth, moſt ſurely ſtand a double Chance E 
and far better of enjoying a full Crop of Graing 
than when dry Seed is either plowed or harroweaal 
in; becauſe, by drilling in the Seed, it lies at ſuc 
a ſafe Depth in the Ground, as to be defended 


the additional Help of more Earth being hougheq 
vp and laid on them, free of the common Danger ou 


« burying Seed by plowing it in, which often hap- 
« pens in a great Degree, as the Earth is more or lefs 
« of a ſtiff Nature. To this I add, thar as you are 
© an Engineer, and ſkilled as a Mechanic in 
Smiths, Carpenters, and Wheel-wrights Works, 
vou will eaſily make theſe plain three-wheel Drill 
c Ploughs and Horſe-breaks ; Inſtruments that may 
not only be of prodigious Service to you, for in- 
s creaſing Crops of Grain, but likewiſe give you an 


„r TY. >., 


«© the Make and Sale of them, as a new Branch of 


+ Horſe-break, and for improving Land by Ma- 
© nures and Dreſſings, Sc. I muſt recommend to 
you to the Peruſal of my ſeveral Books already 
« written, and thoſe I intend to write and publiſh ; 
for, if I was to attempt a full Account of ſuch 
Matters to you by Letters, it would employ my 
pen in writing ſeveral Sheets; and therefore I ſhall 
£ haſten to what J have to write, in Anſwer to the 
Improvement of your Marſh Land.“ 


153 
de frveral Ways to improve ſwampy and marſhy 
9 L:nds: Firſt, by making Channels or Water ducts 
„a under Ground, and this even where the Earth lies in 
er a level Surface, by cutting ſuch Aqueducts in a de- 
89 {ending Poſture, as to cauſe its Water to fall into a 
ci Receptacle or Reſervoir capable of diſcharging ' 
be them, which is commonly either a Ditch, Pond, or 
WJ River: And to ſuch an Art have many arrived on 
ec this Account, that there are Thouſands of Acres 
Ic made to bear the beſt of Corn, that formerly were 
eq not capable of being plowed, for the great Quantities 
n of Water that frequently lodged on the ſame. In 
vn Lcolnſbire, Bedfordſpire, Kent, Eſſex, and in many 
1eC Other Parts, there have been Thouſands of Acres 
ro covered from the Damage of Sea- Floods and other 
ing 2 "08 I © Wa 


Inun- 
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Opportunity of making a conſiderable Profit from 


« Merchandiſe, But for more of this Plough and 


The Improvement of ſwampy Land. — There are 
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Inundations of Waters, by making of Bank.Fericas 1 Fertili 
_ againſt their Rapidity, and by cutting Drains under be ric 
Ground for carrying off the Swell of ſuch Waters, andi Sur 
preventing the like Misfortunes for the Time tui ſe to 
come. I know an ingenious Gentleman in £Z/ex Wl ;--10 
that every Year lays out about fifty Pounds in cut- s Sur 
ting of ſubterraneous Drains, and thus delivers his . hurt: 
flat ſwampy Fields from thoſe Waters which for Wl ©. ti 
merly uſed to lie on his flat ſtiff Grounds, to the hin bn it! 
dering it from bearing tolerable Crops of Grain; geatef 
but, ſince he has thus made Improvements by cutting 


b wh: 
Drains, he has as good Crops as any; for here the oy 
Plough goes over theſe Aqueducts as free and ſafe, 2 / ft 
af there was no ſuch Operation performed in the o be 
Field; and this by the Method of proceeding I have ef whi 
publiſhed in my former Works; and of making Sea. n acc 
Banks, which you will perceive when you come to bort 1 
peruſe my Monthly Treatiſes. . WET nary f 
A fecond Way to improve ſwampy Land — Is by WY 2-7 
{owing it with the Seed of thoſe Vegetables that 158 conv 
Proper for it, as I intend to give an Account of in gent! 
the Month of February, WY becomi 
A third Way of improving ſwampy Land. — Who- by 
ever thinks fit to follow the antient Way of denſhi- In nine 
ring, or improving Land by burning its Turf, may: mampy 
but of late many refuſe it. If they will burn it, it multi Wo natery 
be firſt plowed ; and, if the Earth be of the ſtiff Sort, noi 
it ſhould be burnt in a Clamp; but, if it be of the lar, 
light Sort, then it is better burnt in Heaps in the „ Ehr 
Field. The Author of improving wet and barren wurd, 
Lands ſays, that, by burning the Ground two Inches vunmei 
thick, there will be two Hundred and ſixty Loads of ine by 
Alhes to an Acre; and, by burning it three Inches ave the 
deep, there will be four Hundred Loads to an Acre. WE Pinion, | 
Ic is true ſuch Burning will clear the Land of Weeds Lide, 
and all Manner of Trumpery ; but Woe be fo = E 
Farmer after the Aſhes have been ſpent, which vin 
be, as he ſays, at three Years End; for then wih 


come on as great a Barrenneſs as the Aſhes _— F 


ve to burn their Turf to enrich their Land, and 


s Surface, rather than thinning it, eſpecially where 
WJ . hurtucky Chalk, or red or yell 
Wy ©: lie very near the Top Part; and for this Rea- 
bn it is, that Dung is ſometimes allowed to do the 


g „ when powdered Manures add nothing to its 


y be done by planting Oſiers and aquatic Trees, 
WY of which there are ſeveral Sorts, too long to give 
n Account of here: Therefore I ſhall be very 
bort in what I have to ſay on this Head. The 
may fine Rows of Alder Hedges that grow between 
unpſtead and Watford, in Hertfordſhire, would eaſi- 
SY | convince any knowing Perſon, on Sight, of the 
9 creat Profit belonging to them, in their not only 
WY tcoming one of the ſtrongeſt Hedges or Fences, but 
b by their growing into very many large high Poles 
in nine Years Time. Another Improvement of 
bamnpy Land is to be made by planting the drier 
WY watery Sort with Oſiers and Willows, as the more 
Wy noſt Ground is by planting it with White-wood, 
By toplar, Elm, Sc. But of theſe more in the Month 
c February. I find by what I heard at Mr. For- 
vord's, that you fent to him to help you to ſome 
WY bummer Barley, and that he is furniſhed with the 
WY ime by the Corn-Chandler. It is poſſible you may 
be the right Sort fent this Way; but I am of G- 
on, it is ten to one againſt it; for I never knew 
Licon Corn-Chandler fell this Sort in particular, 
s ding a lean thin Kernel, and therefore not agree- 
be to the Londoner, who commonly covets a full- 
oed Kernel for feeding their Cocks, Hens, — 
| Other 


fertility 3 and this for I know not how long, becauſe 
he richeſt Part of the Ground, which is the Turf 
q gr Surface, 18 gone. Hence it is, that ſo many re- 
3 recauſe moſt Ground ſtands in need of thickening 


w Clay, or Springs, 
geateſt Service to ſome Land, becauſe this thickens 


A fourth Way' of improving foampy Land — Is 
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96 We Copyof a Petition, Re. 
other Uſes. Whereas, as I faid, the Rathripe Barley 
comes off a ſandy loamy Ground in a lean Kernel: 
but, being ſown in a ſtiffer Soil, it makes che next 
Year the beſt Malt, as being multiplied in a Kernel 
of a much larger Size; yet, if it is ſown above twice 
in ſuch a ſtiff Soil, the ſame will degenerate into more 

a thick-ſkinned ſmall Kernel. But this Misfortune ot late 
may be very much prevented, by your ſowing the lage ci 
Barley-Corn alternately in your two different Sorts WY tir ca 
of Earth, which is a Happineſs that Thouſands J), 
would be glad to enjoy, and cannot. This.Rath- WM thcrefc 

_ ripe Barley-ſeed I have ſent into Cumberland, York: von 0 
hire, and other Parts, for its early fipe Quality in WW Means 

theſe Northern Countis. dlable 
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The C opy of a Petition ſent 10 a Member of Parliament, 
on Account of exporting Corn from America no 
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10 the Right Worſhipful the Knights, Citizens, ; : 
and Burgeſſes in Parliament aſſembled; _ F 


1 SQA AC 


S 5 


a 


The humble Petition of WILLIAM ELIIs, ard 
other Farmers in Hertfordſhire, in Beba op 

themſelves and all the Farmers in Great- Br 

tain, 131 5 | 


SEW ET H. e 
HAT your Petitioner WII IIA ELLIS, ba 
ving lately received an Order for ſending ove 

to a chief Planter in Virginia ſome new Inſtru 
ments of Huſbandry, for improving great Qvantißz 
ties of Corn Land, he is informed of their prodigiou 


Endeavours to increaſe this Trade, by cutting _ 3 


De 
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every Year Abundance of Wood, ſowing'the ſame | 
Ground with Grain, and exporting their Whear, 
ge. into Europe, where they ſell it at thoſe Places, 
wich always have been the Britiſh Farmers Mar- 
kts; and this Trade they carry on every Tear 
more arid mere: And whereas Frame and Ireland 
af late have given greater Encouragement for Til- 
ae chan ever, fo that in Courſe they will be the bet- 
* FT ; capacitated to export Corn to Portugal, Spain, 
ah, and other Parts, which increaſeth the Evil: If 
WT ticrefore a ſpeedy Stop is not put to the Importa- 
boa of Corn into Europe, it will neceſſarily be the 
WHT Means to cauſe Rents to fall, and, perhaps in Time, 
BW Gable Farmers from paying any. 


Your Petitioners therefore humbly beg, that this 
augult Houſe will take the Premiſes into their 
Conſideration, and prohibit the Exportation of 
Corn from America into Europe, and other 
AE Things that may prejudice the Britiſh Farmer 
and Tradeſman:; for that, in Penſilvania, Netw- ; 
. England, Nrinia, and other Plantations, they 
have now about a Thouſand Ships, ſome of 
"5 which are not only employed to carry Corn, 
baut alſo by that Means hinder the Freight of 
_ Britih Ships to the Weſt-Indies, and elſewhere, 
as that orthodox Author has made appear in 
a Pamphlet, intitled, The Landbolder's Com- 
panion, wrote by William Allen, of Fobſtone, in 
Pembrokeſhire, Eſq; printed 1 in 1742. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
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The Copy of « Letter Jent to Sir John, of the N an. 
_ fetting forth the infinite Damage that Importation o « font 


Wheat, Sc. from America io Europe dbes Great- « peti 
— Fare ee ras « obſc 

. 6 
HE Honour that you have done me i Col 
I condeicending to viſit me from a remote « and 
Part of Great Britain, for giving me Leave tc «fits 
91 hold a Correſpondence with you, in order to im- ner, 
prove the Knowledge of Huſbandry, has embol- bol 
dened me to preſent you with the Copy of a Tea 
Letter J lately received from Virginia; wherein is was 
contained a Commiſſion for my ſending the Perſon yet 
© a Drill-Plough and Horſe-break, to enable him * the; 
the better to carry on the Farming Buſineſs, by WY * in F 
improving his ſandy Land in the higheſt Perfec- on 
tion; which may be certainly done, by the Help Pro 
of theſe Inſtruments, Steeping of his Seed, and com 
other Managements, that he will be apprized of © cial 
from my Monthly Writings: This Tma ke no Doubt one 
of, as he is a very ingenious and great Virginia Plan- to 2 
ter; I call him great, becauſe his Father was ac; the) 
counted the chief Planter in theſe Parts; and in- ver) 
genious, by Reaſon he manifeſts himſelf: ro be an Ac 
Engineer, as being, in ſome Degree, Maſter of ma- * Slay 
ny Mechanic Arts, for which he deſerves high Com- © gre: 
mendation. Accordingly I have faithfully executed * riag 
his Orders in ſending him the famous three-wheel Wy © the 
* Plough with its Horſe- break; and which I ought to © fide! 
do in the beſt Manner poſſible, by Reaſon he was of tt 
« ſo generous, as to give me Leave to make my own * to 1 
© Price, which was more than ordinary obligatory n * to it 
me for uſing him reaſonably. Now I ſuppoſe chi N _ 

in 


Perſon will take it ill at my Hands for 3 F 
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Tube Copy of a Letter, Ne. 99 
this Uſe of his Letter, and turning the Contents 
of it againſt himſelf and his Country; but I am 
too much attached to the Intereft of my own, 10 
give up any. of its valuable Branches to ſuch Re- 
ſentment, as my Country's Welfare ſtand in Com- 
« petition with; and «therefore I ſhall proceed te 
« obſerve to you, teu 

That I am told, theſe Virginian Americans ar nu- 
« ally make great Acquiſitions in ſeveral of their 
« Colonies, or Counties, by cutting down Wood, 
© and converting the Land to what Iſe they think 
« fit; and this þy ſuch a Right, and in ſuch a Man- 
der, that every Acre of Land becomes their Free- 
bold. And, altho'. Virginia, for a long Tract of. 
cars after its firſt being inhabited by the Eugliſb, 
WY + was chiefly employed : in the Produce of Tobacco, 
pet of late Years, by their great Increaſe of Land, 
they have been tempted, as well as thoſe who live 
in Penſilvania, and other Parts of America, to carry 
© on the Cultivation-of Corn, and have made ſuch 
BY © Progreſs in its Improvements, that they are be- 
© come Maſters of prodigious Crops of Grain, eſpe- 
© cially the fineſt of Wheat, by enjoying, perhaps, 
* one of the beſt Opportunities the World affords, 
to advance their Intereſt by it: That is to ſay, 
they have the richeſt of Land both dry and wet, a 
very potent Influence from the Sun's Heat, their 
By © Acknowledgement or Rent, little or nothing, their 
Saves labour for a Trifle Charge, and witnal the 
great Cheapneſs and Conveniency of Water Car- 
* rage for tranſporting their Corn into Europe, to 
the infinite Prejudice of Great-Britain. The Con- 
* fideration of which, I am of Opinion, is a Matter 
* of the higheſt Importance to this Nation, as I hope 
* to make appear by what follows; and, in order 
to it, I ſhall quote ſome Paſſages out of what that 
* truly orthodox Author William Allen, of Fobſtone, Eſg; 
in Pembrokeſhire, has wrote on this Subject in bis 
| F a 
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100 The Copy of a Letter, #6, 
Pamphlet, intitled, The Landbolder*s Companion, op 


flections on ſuch Differences. Our young Gen- 
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| & Gc 

* Ways and Means io raiſe the Value of Land” And « W 
firſt J ſhall begin with inſerting ſome Lines of his WY © Le 
"Preface, virxndn... WW * reje 
When any Branch of Trade has been declining, « M. 

“ ſome generous- ſpirited Man, or other, or ſome 4 anc 

: £ hireling Writer has commonly endeavoured to re- « Tuc 
& 'ſtore it to its former Proſperity. - When the Inte- « (5c 

“ reſt of our Landed Men is under Diſtreſs, it ſcl- any 

% dom meets with the ſame good Fortune. What « bei. 

« to impute it to may, perhaps, be too tender a „ Get 

4 Point for ſome Sort of prudent Men to diſcover ; « ſtuc 
<< that is, thoſe who are afraid of mentioning a pub- Wl * I cc 
lic Fault, through Fear of offending the Public; wel 
« however, I will venture to ſay, as Truth cannot „ ther 

e give any juſt Offence, it is to an- Ignorance of « wro 
4 our Conſtitution and Landed Intereſt, or to Gen- to 
„ tlemen of Judgment ſuffering Faction, or abſtruſe Wi © (wh 


F oy thy 


& and curious, more than practical Parts of Science 

to ingroſs their Time. All the Hints and Diſ- * ſelf, 
<« courſes I have ſeen, concerning the Landed Inte- gene 
4 reſt, are falſe Lights. The firſt Sort of Know- fice. 

* fedge capacitates to judge of Things with more 
„Depth and Accuracy, than it could otherwiſe : © Co 
„ But what Seneca ſaid, of the Syſtems in the Art of WW © of ad. 
* Reaſoning, That they ought to be looked into, but WY © Corn 
«© not conſtantly followed, is properly applicable to holde. 
* ſuch Purſuits. I wiſh that thoſe, who have a Ca- It has 


been f 
hw © faym 
tlemen, who delight in Reading and Meditation, , there | 
commonly employ themſelves in Mathematics, WW ricime 
and Philoſophy. When they arrive at Manhood, BI the K. 
the Pleaſure, which Cuſtom has cauſed, hood-W Y* their ( 
winks them from obſerving thaſe Methods and of our 
Studies, which would enable them to do Social a toler 
Acts of Kindneſs to their Countrymen. Searching v-ncur. 


after, and Laying down practical Plans _— by: ©, wh 


acity to ſerve their Country, may paſs juſt Re- 
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4 Good of their Brethren, would be a happier 
« Way of giving an Account of thoſe Talents and 
« Leiſure Providence'bleſſes them with. It would 
« rejoice me more to benefit the Community I am a 
« Member of, than to know all the Propoſitions 
and Problems of Locke and Newton; and, in my 
« Judgment, the compleat Knowledge in Trade, 
« (5c, requires as much Labour'and Attention, as 
« any of the Arts and Sciences. The Corn Affair 
being a Subject of the moſt Importance to the 
« Generality of Landlords and Tenants, I have 
« ſtudied it with the utmoſt Aſſiduity and ExaCtneſs 
] could, and hope it will not be liable to many 
« vell- grounded Objections. All that I have fur- 
© ther to obſerve is, that if the Grecians did not act 
« wrongly in favouring Authors, who endeavoured 
to contribute to the Proſperity of their Country, 
(which was Candor and Greatneſs of Nature, wor- 

* thy of the Imitation of all Nations) I flatter my- 
„ ſelf, that theſe Sheets will meet with the Indul- 
« gznce of my Countrymen-' — Thus far his Pre- 
ce. And then begins his firſt Chapter, thus: 


nd 
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© Conſiderations on the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity 
F advancing the Farming Intereſt, particularly the 
WY © Corn Trade, — The Intereſt of our Britiſb Land- 
WY © holders has been declining ſeveral Years laſt paſt : 

lt has been a general Obſervation, that Rents have 
been ſinking, and Tenants unable to make as good 
By tayments as formerly, even in Counties where 
there is the greateſt Circulation of Money, the Ma- 
BY ' ritime ones, and thoſe near the Capital Cities of 
the Kingdom. As this is too well known to be 


3} | 

bei Cale, they, deſerve the Attention and Favour 
1 of our Legiſlature: It is proper they ſhould make 
| a tolerable Intereſt of their Money, as well as Ad- 
eenturers in other Buſineſſes; which few of them 
1 do, who have not enjoyed their Bargains twenty 
ds 5 0 
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Years, or a longer Time; for Lands are much 


t 
dearer now. Though Grain has borne a good 5 
Price lately, it has not been high enough for ſuch ri 
Purpoſes, nor for making them Satisfaction for - cup 
their Loſs in the Years preceding this Year and « par 
the laſt, On the Suppoſition that Barley, Peaſe, „Ch. 
and Oats had fold as dear as Wheat (I mean in Wl * ly, 
Proportion) they would have been now in a to- abo 
lerable Condition; but the Caſe has been other- fort 
wiſe, the Price of thoſe Grains, this Year and laſt, * tho 
has been too low: Before they can pay their Rents, nan 
Sc. (which are generally high) Wheat of middling i and 
Goodneſs ought, I think, to fell for about four of 8 
 Shillings and three Pence per Wincheſter, not in a to 
few Places, but throughout the Kingdom. Barley WW © hou 
for Half a Crown, Peaſe two Shillings and three WM are 
Pence, and Oats eighteen Pence per Wincheſter ; I WY * $coi 
know in former Times leſs Prices were ſuffici- WY © duc 
ent; but, as Circumſtances alter, the ſame Thing Wl * the / 
is altered. Let it not be thought there is no Ne- © ment 
ceſſity to ſupport and add te the preſent Prices of WM cauſe 
Grain, becauſe Wheat has been fo high, and high- WA © his I 
er in ſome of the principal Cities of the Kingdom; © fary 
for the other Grains have generally been fold for WW * reafo: 
much lower Prices, than the above, for much off * ing C 
them has not been exported. And Wheat this Tear © Trad 
and laſt, 1734, never mounted yet, in ſome of the ſuppl 
extreme Parts of the Kingdom, to above three Lace 
Shillings and eight Pence per Vincbeſter: Barley 19 Velve 
now fold in the Mæſt of England, for two Shilling" W © count: 
per Wincheſter Buſhel. It has been leſs there thig pie en 
Year, and very low in other Places. Prices ar Decay 
often higher fifty Miles round London than elſe © Decla 
where; which induces ſeveral great Men to thin ſtances 
the Countrymen live better than they really do could 
Country Meaſures (which are frequently large Our E 


than the Wincheſter, or legal Buſhels) contribute wy hens 


farther to ſuch Miſtakes. Corn Farms (Winden dale 72 


— 


© ron, Harveſt- People, and Servants [weighty Arti- 
« cles of Expence] being much dearer than in former 
Times) will not yield ſufficient Profit to the Oc- 


FF cupiers of them, unleſs they can have ſuch Prices 3. 


particularly as Cattle, Pigs, Sheep, Butter, and 
« Cheeſe are now one third Part cheaper than former- 
ly, and what is called a living Price. If what is faid 
« about the Expence of Farming, being greater than 
formerly, is conſidered, it muſt be allowed (by 
+ thoſe who underſtand Country Affairs) that a Te- 
© nant in a Corn Farm muſt make near three Rents 
and a half of his Tenement, beſides a Reſervation 
« of Sced-corn for the following Year, to enable him 


„to live as he ought; and that one of thoſe Rents 


« ſhould ariſe from the Stock and Dairy Profit; (there 
© are ſome ſmall Variations in England, Wales, and 
Scotland; but my Calculation is in the general.) A 
due Weighing of the additional Expences, with 
the Abatements in Profit, will prevent the Prices, I 
mentioned, being thought very unreaſonable, be- 
* cauſe the Tenant is to pay out of what he fells 
bis Landlord's Rent, Tythe, Manurement, necef- 
ſary out-going Expences of various Kinds, and a 
' reaſonable Proviſion for his Family. The flouriſh- 
ing Condition of the Landed Intereſt ſupparts all 
Trades: Moſt Trades now, except thoſe which 
' ſupply Luxury; thoſe of Gold and Silver Smiths, 
' Lacemen, Vintners, Painters, Dealers in Silks, 
Velvets, and high priced Cloths {which the unac- 
* countable Luxury and Emulation among our Peo- 
ple encourage and ſupport) are under an apparent 
Decay; which is not only proved by the general 
' Declarations of Tradeſmen, but by two many In- 
' ſtances of Bankrupcy amongſt them. I wiſh I 
could ſay the preſent Times are not the worſt, 


o Exports are, perhaps, as great as formerly; 


' whence then all this Complaint ? Our Farmers 


3 1 5 h | 
ee worſe Cuſtomers than formerly; Neceſlity has 
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obliged them to more Carefulneſs and Frugality 15 
in laying out their Money, than they were accuf: p = 
tomed to in better Times. The Home Conſump - f. 
E oy | „ Na | 4 W 
tion of our Manufactures is much greater than MW 8 
our Exportation; judge then, how largely the WM . © 
Landed Man deals in them. Now, if bis ln Bl « ©: 
leſſens, he becomes a worſe Cuſtomer to Tradeſmen D 
than he would otherwiſe be. I have known Trade. . e 
men of a middling Claſs ob/erve, that their Sale a N ˖ 
Accounts were too well acquainted with thoſe Sorts of £ n a 
Truths; nay, in the cheap Years, I have beard 6 as 
them ſay, they wiſhed the Price of Grain high, He © 
goes on at Page 12, and ſays, that Handers being 3 
now in Peace, and a Country where a great deal of Wl . of 
Money and good Management abound, eſpecially WY , * 
as the Inhabitants are accounted the beſt Farmers wot 
in the World, muſt rob us of a great many of cut Wl . "9 
Markets, I have ſeen it noted in ſome Accounts of . e 
this Country, That the Farming, the Meaſuring WW . * 
of Corn in the City of Antwerp, formerly was ſet N . , 4 
at 100,000 Crowns yearly, As we may well allow 1 
vaſt Quantities of Corn to be ſent to Foreign Mar- 901 
kets, as well as what we have for that Purpoſe, [ = : bile 
think it appears by what has been ſaid, that we , 
ſhould give all proper Encouragement to our ex vaſt 
porting Grain, and be always jealous of others . © 
getting Foreign Markets from us. The chief Po- er | 
licy of a Government in its Commerce is, to ſup + Cert 
port that Buſineſs which is not only beneficial in now 
itſelf, but Conſequences. The Corn Trade, being x 
a bulky Commodity, profits our Navigation, a ; 5. 
well as our Manufafures, as ſignified before; anal © 07 
Foreigners in the Prices they give for our Cor in“ 
do, in Effect, pay our Freights. Ireland is now. haps 
Af of Parliament, enlarging its. Tillage z the T great 


Landholders here are compelled to plow ceria 
Quantities of Ground; and, if the Succeſs - 3 
great as may be reaſonably expected, it . . dere 
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our Corn-Trade's Funeral; for the Plantations 
have already given it a deadly Stab, by ſending 
« wonderful Quantities up the Streights, and to Liſbon, 
« formerly Benefit-Places to us. How few then muſt 
« our Markets be, and how low our Prices? Con- 
« ſequences muſt enſue, which will demand the At- 
« tention of every Landholder of Britain. As Salt 
is very cheap in Ireland, there is no great Expec- 
tation of the Farmers getting much by Cattle, c. 
« therefore the Legiſlature, with Submiſſion, would 
do well to think of proper Means to raiſe and 
« preſerve the Price of Corn, as before hinted ; par- 
« ticularly as there have been ſeveral Thouſand Acres 
of Wood-lands and Sheep-walks plowed up very 
lately. To turn ſuch Lands to Sheep-walks again 
would be avoiding Scylla, to go to Charybdis. I 
have ſeen a great Part of our Kingdom, and have 
* made many Obſervations (according to the beſt of 
my Capacity) on the Trade and Huſbandry of it: 
* F do therefore know there is more than double the 
Land under Corn now, than formerly, which ought 
to increaſe our Concern for it, as the primum Mo- 
* bile of all our Buſineſſes. Now is the Time to re- 
{ lieve the poor Farmers, that they may recover their 
© paſt Loſſes, and be free from the like Preſſures 
* for the Future. If Care 1s not taken now, do not 
* Jet us wonder hereafter at the Fall of our Rents : 
Certain Cauſes will be attended with certain Events 
now, as heretofore. If our Fathers ſuffered Ship- 
* wreck by Careleſneſs, let us not commit the like 
Error. Dr. Swift ſays, Engliſhmen can feel, but 
un ſee, If we ſupport our Corn-Trade, Money 
will be plenty among all Ranks of Men; and, per- 
haps, it is better to cheriſh effectually a few of the 
gteateſt Trades (whereby we may get the better 

of other Nations) than to ſtarve alb by ſmall in- 
ecfectual Helps to all. If we act in this Manner 
Wy - ticre will not only be a new Acceſs of Money, — 
1 9e. 
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Foreigners will leave their Money in our Funds, W ff 
with Contentment to them and us, and the general Wl * 2 
Rental and Strength of the Kingdom will be en- *© 2 
larged; then we ſhall continue raiſing large Quan- © *! 
tities'of Grain, without any Fluctuation of Bug. WY F 
neſs z which People in Neceſſity are apt to ſubmit 1 
to, and very often for the worſt; and then, if our N 
neighbouring Nations happen at any Time to m 
have great Wants of Corn, it may be ſaid of us, * vi 
as Sir Walter Raleigh ſaid of the Dutch and ſome * ſte 
of the Hans Towns, that, by the Sale of Corn in © fo 
ſuch Years, they uſed to be enriched for ſeven WM © cn 
afterwards, If we extend what the Knight ſays ch 
elſewhere, according to Proportion, we may think to 
he was right in what he ſaid; for he has obſerved th 
that they drew for Corn out of England, in one M 
Year, 2,000,000 Pounds Sterling. At that Time © ing 
our Nation was little more than above one half as © pat 
populous as it now is. Now there cannot be any it. 
thing more beneficial than the Proſperity of this * our 
Trade, nor more dangerous than the Non-encou- WW © of 
ragement of it. Innumerable are the Diſtreſſes of i © in 
our Farmers, even among thoſe who may be © che 
preſumed to have good Bargains, - The Inadver- ther 
tency of great Men, and the Arts of Stewards, in I are 
granting Bargains, prove that ſuch Men's Eſtates WW Ho 
are commonly cheaply rented ; and yet many ca- mot 
lamitous Complaints are amongſt them: All I ſhall WY be 
now obſerve is, a certain Duke would have had a Bou 
great deal of his Eſtate given up to him, if he had ven 
inſiſted on having his Rents. Another noble Duke Ha 
(according to my Information) has vaſt Numbers 8 port 
of his Tenants, who owe him three Years Rent. © men 
Then he afterwards proceeds on VX nn Uſe 
Conſiderations on Methods of relieving our Land- © wher 
holders. — At Page 21, he ſays, It would be better ll © deſer 
+ to advance the Sale of our Beef, Butter, and * is no! 


6 Caceſe, by encouraging Foreigners co take = ; 
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from us, inſtead of the 1ri/h, by giving proper 


gounties. There is a Neceſſity for their being lar- 


b ger; for the Jriſþ Meat is ſalted much cheaper 


than ours; two third Parts of the Salt they uſe for 
Foreign Conſumption, is ſold after the Rate of 
four Shillings per Hundred. — Smuggling Iriſb 
« Meat, Sc. into England is very common (and 
much to our Detriment) particularly ſince the Re- 


* vival of the Salt Duty; among innumerable In- 
ſlances of ſuch Practices, I have Reaſon, if my In- 


formation is true, to think that a Merchant, that 
© employs thirty or forty Ships yearly, victuals them 
© chizfly with 1ri/b. Proviſions. I intimate ſo much 


to ſhew the Neceſſity of enacting ſeverer Laws, 


than we have at preſent, againſt Smuggling [71/5 
« Meat, &c. As our Kingdom is an Ifland abound- 
ing with Havens, we ſuffer very much thereby, 
particularly in the Weſt and South-Weſt Parts of 
© jt, It would be a Service to our Land-holders, if 
* our Ships going to Newfoundland, and other Parts 
* of the Weſt- Indies, were hindered from victualling 
in Ireland. — The Northern People raiſe Corn 
© cheaper than we do; Labour is not as dear with 
them as with us. From them chiefly the: Dutch 
© are ſupplied with Quantities for their Markets at 
* Home and Abroad, Now, to enable us to reap 
more Advantages by our Corn-Buſineſs, it will 
© be neceſſary to enlarge our Bounty- Money. The 


Bounty for Wheat ought to be, I think, ele- 


* ven Pence (eight Gallons) for Barley five Pence 
* Half-penny, and other Grains in an advanced Pro- 
portion. The Sinking-Fund, or ſome hereafter 
mentioned, may in Part be applied to ſuch 


© Uſes. It is an uſual Thing for a Trading Nation, 
* when any Branch of its Buſineſs (does not Corn 


* deſerve as much Favour as other Commodities?) 
s not on an equal Footing, as it is elſewhere, to 
aid it with ſufficient Bounty-money: If we give 


F'2 too 


in wa FE — ————— —— — - 


Fo (4 5 
11 
1 
ith 
, 15 4 nur 
TH? 
FRET] 
4 
11 
$1: is! 
ifs; 
Is 
{73 | 
i \ 
2 
#1 288 
11 
$13: $ 
* 1. 
T9738 
14 
: 3 
$2 BY 
1 
1 * 
1 
112 
1 
9 
' 4 
14 1 
{1X8 
| 
T3; 
17 
x TH? 
41 555 
7. 
1 
\ a 
' 
. « 
7. 
+ 
; 1 
1 , 
12357 o 
Ii! 
11 
11 ; 
7 
7 
1 
? 91 
4 * 
4 4 7 
+ : 
: ;4 
175 on 
1 i 
. offi : 
' : 
19075: 
11 
1 
111288 
019: 7 
$4 
1148 
N 17 
f o 
4} 1} 
| 87 
| : 
17 * 
| : +; 
: . 
1 
: 
819 + 
1119 
deft © 
$35 3:4: 
44 14 8 
% 17 
1 31 
4 : 
411128 
Hy \ 
$1959 
311 88 
It 1 
| M1 
71 
4 | * 
i: 
111 
. 4 
, 1 
LN 
' * 
n : 
#13 
1 
: ; 
1 { 
= 
no 
: 
41188 
11 
19 
i 1 
1 
: u 
I 
: [ . 
zl 
153 
f 
1 
I! F 
1 . 
i 
: 8 ©: 
? 1 
11 
1 N 
: A 
17 ! 
11570000 
N _ 
_ 
{1 
; 
. 
I 
. * 
1 
1 
: is 
i912 > 
F? 
* 
4 
a 
tz! 
x 
| 
i 11 
3 4 
17TH 
115 


4 
= 
< 
= f 
0 
£ 


o 
- 
4 


g 
. 
. 
* 


Corn from thence Year after Year to the S!reights, 


« 
0 
E 
(4 
* 
0 
c 
c 
« 
E 
C 
» 
» 
c 
* 
c 
i 
[4 
C 
C 
c 
C 
c 
c 
[4 


- ought to prevent Exportation of Corn, &«. out of WW 


ture ſhall think proper for Home Uſe, . The 
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too little, other Nations will find Markets, when 
we cannot. — Another Relief may be broughe WM 
about by encouraging the Exportation of Ale and 
Beer; for at preſent, he fays (at Page 35) he finds Ml 
no large Quantities are ſent out of England, which 
is probably owing to too little Encouragementfron Wl 
our Laws, and lays down ſeveral other Reaſons for 
this Purpoſe, After theſe Reaſons, he adds, that 
our Engliſh Tillage, fince the dear Year of Corn 
(ſix Years ago) is ſo great, that a Scarcity of Corn 
at Home again cannot be well feared ; and there. 
fore we ſhould have our Exportations highly en- 
couraged. If our Colonies of New England, New Wl 
York, and Penſilvania were hindered from export- MW 
ing to Barbadoes, Famaica, Virginia, and ſome WR 
other of our Southern Plantations, eſpecially as 
we might, as well as they, ſupply the Spaniſh Met. 
Indies with Flour, &c. (by the Way of Jamaica) WR 
our Corn-Markets would infallibly riſe. The In- 
habitants of the Colonies, following other Buſi- Wi 
neſs, have great Want of Corn. Our Indolence WW 
heretofore . (I wiſh, ſays he, it may not continue) 
has been a good Benefit-Ticket to them. We 


our Plantations, particularly to any Parts of Eu- 
rope, ſome of their Ground being not, probably, 
plowed ſince the Creation, till this Age throws out 
immenſe Quantities of Grain, and they follow the 
Corn-Trade chiefly, except Virginia, Jamaica, and 
Barbadoes. I have been informed by one who has 
been in Penſilvania, that there are between two and 
three hundred Ships chiefly employed in carrying 


Liſbon, our Tobacco and Sugar Colonies, and to 
Ireland very often. To prevent their Exporta- 4 
tion from the Northern Colonies, they may be 


obliged not to till more Ground than the Legiſla · T 
n, in 


Times Wy 


W 


ner ee 
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«© Times of Scarcity, they themſelves would be our 
Cuſtomers. As we could have Freights Home 
« from our Colonies, we could ſend Corn there cheap- 
« er, and conſequently oftener, than other European 
« Corn-Dealers: However, others ought not to be 
« allowed to ſhare ſuch a Trade with us. Again, 
« he finds Fault with the Liberty the Dutch take to 
import Corn into {relaxd, to our Prejudice; for, 
© he ſays, the Hiſtory of Holland, in two Volumes, 
Octavo, gives us an Account, that the Hundredth 
part of Corn the Dutch export, is not their own 
© Growth. But, to return to the Plantations, their 
ships coming to Jreland, France, Spain, and Por- 
gal, with Corn, hurts all our Manufactures, as 
well as our Farmers; thereby, they carry Home 
the Manufactures of thoſe Nations, to ſupply their 
Wants: Moreover, it is well known, that the 
© Duich, for Cheapneſs of Freight, frequently hire 
* our Plantation-Ships from the Mediterranean to 
Holland. Then as the Dutch work ſeveral of their 
* ManufaCtures cheaper than we do, and only half 
Freight being to be paid Homewards, the Dutch 
Manufactures and India Goods are bought cheap- 
* er by the People of our Northern Colonies, than 
ours when we export them thither.— The wiſe 


3 * Spamards and Portugueſe do voluntarily hinder 


their Plantations in America to interfere with the 
Manufactures which are made in France and Eng- 
* land, as well as with thoſe which are made in 
Hain and Portugal: Surely then there is much 
more Reaſon for us to prevent our Colonies going 
on with their Corn-Trade. There are other Com- 
modoties ſufficiently profitable, which may em- 
* ploy them fully, without Injuring us. The ho- 
{ neſt judicious Quaker, Fo/bua Gee, who deierves 
a Monument to be erected to his Memory for his 
Book on the Trade and Navigation of Greai-Bri- 
lain, has told us what they are, viz, Hemp, 2 

| =. | aw- 
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* Raw-filk, Iron, Pot-aſh, Ships, Cockineal, rang 
© Indico, planting Cocoa Nuts, '&e, And hence «© 
* makes a marginal Obſervation by the Way, ana Ml 

lays, we BE a dh EP 


* 

* How remarkable Lewis the XIVth was, for re- 
* warding valuable Authors, — At Page'47, he 
< writes thus: Lewis the XIVth was very remark. Wl 
© able for rewarding valuable Authors: Such Men 
are profitable Members of the Common-wealth Ml 
* Peter the Great of Muſcovy had the fame Way of 
Acting: He honoured and favoured ſuch Sort off 
Men liberally, and of his own Accord: He 
« eſteemed them as Benefactors to himſelf and Peo- Ml 
ple; and, as a Pamphlet Author on Wool ob- 
© ſerves, Nothing is more reaſonable, than that every 
Man ſhould receive Protection and Encouragement 
from the Legiſlature, as they contribute io the real WY 
* Welfare and Happineſs of their Country, : 
* How the Northern Colomes in America iure 
England — Our Northern Colonies injure £12- 
land in ſo high a Degree in our Manufactures, as 
< well as Corn- Trade, that, as ſays he, I hope all will WM 
< unite in reforming ſuch Abuſes. To make this WM 
Point a little clearer, I ſhall mention ſome Facts: 
< The Northern Colonies, at preſent, ſays a late 
< Writer, produce much the fame Commodities, as 
< Great-Britain ; eſpecially New England, New Wh 
Vork, and Penſilvania; and they have ſet up feve- WM 
© ral of our Manufactures (the 12,660 Cards ex- 
ported in twelve Months is no ſmall Specimen) W 
« juch as Woollen, Camlet, Linnen, Hats, Leather, 
« wrought Iron, Bridles, Saddles, Harneſs, Beaver- W 
Hats, Wheat, Cyder, Flour, Malt, Liquor, But- : 
<£ ter, Cheeſe, Soap, Candles, Chairs, Cabinet, and 
Turners Ware. They can have no Want of ö 
People, particularly as their Exports of all Kinds W 
are now ſo great as to employ near 1000 Sail of f 


Ships and Sloops to our Southern Plantations, = . not 


* 
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© the European Markets. (See a Book called, The © 
« Man of Commerce.) — As the greateſt Value of 
' thoſe Exports conſiſts in Corn and Grain, ſome 
« ſhort-ſighted Reaſoners will ſay, we ſhall advance 
« the Dutch Corn Intereſt as well as our own, and 
« then we ſhall not be fo fond of ſuch an Expe- 
« dient. Ir will be better our Neighbours ſhould 
receive ſome Benefit, than that all the Bri/i/h Far- 
ming Intereſt fall into Ruin, — Let us no longer 
© imitate the fooliſh Faſhions of the French, and 
© negle& imitating them in Affairs of Commerce, 
They wiſely reſtrain their Plantations ſucking out 
© the Heart's Blood of their Kingdom, by carrying 
* on the ſame Buſineſs as is carried on in France. If 
* we are not too wiſe, ſays this Author, at Page 
* 54, to change old Opinions, and to imitate the 
Good of bad Men, let us follow the Example of 
* Cromwell, in putting the higheſt Value poſſible 
* upon the Corn- Trade. That Uſurper, who was 
* ſubtle, deep, and circumſpect, who gave every 
Thing of Value due Attention; who took not 
| Appearances for Realities, and who did not neg- 
ect great, political, good Points, for a few Incon- 
veniences attending them, knew there was not 
any Thing that could have benefited England 
more, than enlarging its Corn- Trade, though in 
Embryo. His ſtrong Attempts in treating with 
Holland, to expel them from Dealing in Corn, 
and his inſiſting on its being to be reckoned a 
' contraband Commodity, if met on the Seas, as 
we are told by a moſt famous Dutch Author De 
Ni, in his Intereſt of Holland, ſhew us his Senti- 
' ments in this Matter. Since he would have 
' Exerciſed ſuch a Power, if he could, over a Fo- 
' reign State, let us, animated with the ſame Zeal 
for England, exerciſe the like Power over our 
' Plantations, which are now much cleared (tho? 
not then) of Wood. If they had been then 

- under 
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under Tillage as much as now, we may eaſily ima- 
gine what would have become of them. hope 
ſays this Author, at Page 55, Gentlemen in Pow. W 
er, as they know their Duty to their Country, will] . 
not act like Medea, to know Good, and not do it; 
and, then proceeds thus with the Concluſion, — If 
the Landed Intereſt ſhould be in the like Diftrec, Ml 
as it was lately, it would, in all Probability in three 
or four Years afterwards, end in the Ruin off 
Trade and Navigation, as well as Huſbandry, 
Every fifty Farmers, of 200 Pounds Stock in Buſi- 
neſs, do neceſſarily ſupport and maintain 11008 
Tradeſmen and Artificers, viz. Butchers, Bakers, 
Carpenters, Smiths, Braſiers, Iron-mongers, Rope- 
makers, Shoemakers, Grocers, Chandlers, Shop- 
keepers, Makers of Hats, Clothiers, Taylors, Pew-JMWp 
terers, Coopers, Flax-dreſſers, Linnen and Wool 
len Weavers, Sc. and ſeveral other Sorts which 
would be too tedious to enumerate. The frozen 
benumming Temperature of the Winter does not 
damp the Growth of Vegetables more, than th 
Poverty of Farmers doth the Intereſt and Spirit ver 
of Tradeſmen. The Tradeſmen, having loſt theiſſ ends 
beſt Cuſtomers, would be unable to carry on thei the 
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Buſineſs, Freights would be few, . Landholcerg © imit 
« would deſcend from bad to worſe, Rents wou of! 
be generally ill paid, and, at laſt, unpaid; Land © #5 1 
« would be unmanured, and other Advantages neg will. 
lected (the common Caſe of Poverty) and thereby do 
the Rents of the Kingdom, which may be kep f Net. 
up, if the Methods laid down are purſued, within ties 
five Years Time, reduced near three Millions pe ' freq 
« Annum leſs than at preſent. Every rational pracſ pres 
© tical Farmer can tell you the Odds between ma Ran 
« nured and unmanured Lands, and the diſſeren wich 


* 


Conſequences, and thereby ſhew that ſuch a Re . 
duction is not imaginary only. The Reverſe c = 


thoſe Methods, which chiefly raiſed the = ; 


A 


as 
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Lands from King Fames the Firſt's Time, when 
ye began to imitate the Netherland Huſbandry, 
© to the preſent, muſt, when they happen, abate the 
Value of them. What I mean is, that ſowing 
« Graſs-Seeds, Incloſures, and manuring Lands, be- 
© ing neglected and diſuſed in ſuch a State of Miſ- 
fortune, muſt have ſuch a Conſequence, T hoſe 
« great Improvements in Huſbandry were not com- 
mon, particularly liming, fanding, and uſingCoal- 
« Aſhes, not, I think, till Charles the Second's 
Reign, when the Effect was ſeen by giving a great 
many Years Purchaſe for the Freehold of Lands: 
Trade, flouriſhing, helped in a certain Proportion. 
perhaps, the Tradeſmen uſe and conſume of the 
product of Land, as Trade is at preſent, between 
three and four Millions of Pounds per Aunum. 
And the Gentlemen, Clergy, Free-holders, and 
others not Tradeſmen, uſe of our Corn Manufac- 
* tures 13,000,000 J. per Annum. I have tried theſe 
{ Eſtimates by ſome Rules in Political Arithmetic, 
which ſeem to juſtify the Truth of them; whoe- 
ver diſlikes them, may reje& them.“ At laſt, he 
ends his Book with the following Lines — I hope 
the Guardians of our Liberties and Properties (not 
' imitating too many of our Countrymen, who judge 
' of Matters they do not ſee or feel, not more than 
das Matters of Speculation and uſeleſs Refinement,) 
vill, out of Affection to themſelves and Country, 
do all in their Power to ſupport the Landed Inte- 
' reſt, There have been ſometimes mighty Inqui- 
es about ſome National Intereſts ; but they have 
frequently paſſed away too ſoon 3 however, the 
' preſent Subject is of ſo much Importance to all 
Ranks of Men among us, that I hope it will meet 
with all the Attention due to it.” 


| Q | Thus,; 
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Thus, Sir, I have made bold to intrude on vi I 
Patience by writing you a long Detail of this i impor 
tant Affair, and hope you will excuſe the Prolixityl 


of my tranſcribing ſo long a Diſcourſe, finee it il Str Jc 
done with a true Intent of endeavouring my Coun⸗ | 
try's Welfare, after an Author, who has ſhewedlfi =_ 
himſelf a true Briton, in his Writing for the famg ; 181 
Purpoſe; and who, at Page 14, ſays, he finiſhed 5 
this Book Anno Domini 1734. Accordingly he 1 R 
would have all his Readers take Notice of the ſame, 1 ye 
that they may calculate Matters mentioned in the « can C 
Book, in Proportion to the ſaid Time. And as it 16 L 
is well known you are better acquainted with the « mang 
practical Part of the New-Drill-Huſbandry, as well « Clim 
as the ancient Virgilian; and alſo more PrniſhedM WT « ble fc 
with the Knowledge of all Books wrote on Huſeandryf «© moſt 
that were ever printed in this Kingdom, than Thou: « Impo 
ſands of others; I thought I could not addreſs my: « cially 
ſelf to a more proper Perfon in Great-Britain tha WY © Grou 
you, in Hopes of ſuch an Anſwer, as I very wel « the Ir 
know you to be capable of giving, for the Satisfac Men, 
tion of ef, and all my Readers, who 55 and ! 
| ND 3  eſteer 
Honoured Sir, EY i Re Wy © is m 
Sn F wie 
Your moſt obliged Servant, MY < form 
p denk 
WIILIAu ELLiSs Com 
Little-Gadde gſden, 30 De- = * ain's 
: ember 1742. © that 
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Sir John - - - = 's, Anfver to the foregoing 
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SIR, Faun 27 3743. 


1 Received yours of the Current, in which 
0 J you have tranſcribed a Letter from an Ameri- 
can Correſpondent, and very juſtly obſerve, that, 


managed by Slaves much eaſter, and perhaps the 
« Climate in ſome of theſe Colonies more favoura- 
« ble for raiſing Corn than here) it will be of the ut- 
© moſt Conſequence to Britain to diſcourage the 
« Importation of Corn from thence to Europe; eſpe- 
© cially conſidering that of late a great deal of waſte 
Ground hath been converted into Arable, and by 
the Inſtruction got from the Writings of ingenious 
Men, who have applied themſelves to the Study 
© and Practice of Huſbandry, of which Number I 


© is much improved, and we are all taught how to 
© raiſe larger Crops than could be obtained by the 
former Practice. I remember to have read in a 
Book wrote about the Encouraging the Eaſt-India 
Company in King James the Firſt of Great-Bri- 
* tain's Reign, that the victualling of large Ships for 
that Voyage occaſioned a Scarcity of Corn; and 
the Books wrote in Defence of the Company ſay, that 
the large Ships were commonly victualled in France, 
aud could not affect the Price of Corn in Greai- 
Boeilain. The Books wrote on Trade alſo, in that 
= © Reign, ſay, that Encouragement ought to be gi- 
ven to the Importation of Corn, and all other 
BY *- Proviſions, and no Duty paid for ſuch Commodi- 
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« (as Land bears a ſmall Value, and Labour being 


« eſteem you to be the molt uſeful, the Science itſelf 
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of wanting Corn in this Iſland at any Time, ii 
Care be taken to keep a ſufficient Stock at Hon 3 
for Caſualties: The only Difficulty is to find: 3 


ties. Now it is found neceſſary to give a Premi 
um on Exportation, and we can be in no Dange 


Market Abroad, the rather that the French hay 
lately made an Ordinance for the Encouragemenf 
of Tillage, whereby the Taille or Land 


portionably as in' Britain, whereby the Land 


bourers are not at the Mercy of the Tax-gathe WM 
rers, who looked where they could eaſieſt com 
at it, and made all alike poor once in the Year, ti 
the utter Diſcouragement of Induſtry. Spain allo 
who, from a long received Maxim of diſcharginꝗ 
all Exportation of Corn, altho? it be a Count 
capable of ſupplying both themſelves and thei 
Neighbours, have ſo diſcouraged Tillage, that thi 


Farmers there plow but very little of their Ground 


becauſe in a plentiful Year Corn is fo cheap 
that it will not bear the Charge of Reaping 
and they chuſe rather to turn their Cattle into th 
Corn-Fields, than be at the Charge of cutting 
down Corn. Yet now they begin to ſee their E 


ror, and to allow the Exportation of Grain, whic 


will be a great Encouragement to Tillage, and : ; : 
Loſs to thoſe who uſed to ſupply them. From all 
theſe Conſiderations, it appears highly reaſonable 


that, in your Monthly Paper, you warn yourCoun 
try of the Danger of falling of Rents, which is iq 
our own Power to prevent, before we be brough 


to the fatal Neceſſity of turning our Cattle into ou 
Corn-Fields, or to learn from theſe Americans 


plant Tobacco in the Place of Corn, Thus 
according to your Deſire, I have given you MJ 
Thoughts upon the Subject of your Letter, wic 


I hope you will accept of, altho* rude and con 


ae 


; -Tax i 
which is in that Country paid by the Labourers oi 
the Ground, is fixed, aſcertained, and levied * 23 
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fuſedly put together. I ſhould be glad to have 


an Anſwer of my former Letter, and to know how 
your Cale, Rape, and Turneps thrive, and how 
oon they will be ready for your Sheep. I am to 
plant a good many Potatoes this Year ; and, if 
they anſwer to half what an Author mentioned, 
that I ſaw lie on your Table, that is, two Bufhels a 


pole, as they ſell at double the Price he writes of, 


; ] ſhall make more of them than of Corn. My 
Method of planting them I ſhall make known to 
you hereafter ; If you can procure me a Buſhel of 
« naked Barley, and ſend it to London, Mr. 
will pay you what Price you charge for it. In 
i caſe you have a Mind to write to me before you 


go to London, you may; if not, Mr. — will give 
you a F rank or two, but I would rather pay any 


poſtage, than not have the Pleaſure of hearing 
from you. Qur Societies have not met for ſome 
Time, but I ſhall not forget what I promiſed. 


Jan, tr, | 


Your moſt humble and obliged Servant. 


To Mr. William Ellis, at Little Gaddeſs 
den near Hempſtead, in Hertfordſhire. 


Further Obſervations on the Importation of Corn in- 
Europe from America. — I hope what I have be- 
fore written, will prove ſufficient to inform all my 
Readers of the great Neceſlity there is for an Act of 
Parliament to prevent the fineſt of Wheat, &c. be- 


ing brought into Europe from America, to the Preju- 


lice of the Britiſh Farmers, who have certainly the 
moſt Right to ſupply Foreign Markets of all o- 
ters: And what ought to urge the Neceſſity of ha- 
ring this cured, with the utmoſt Expedition, is, that 
is great Evil is yearly increaſing upon us, by the 
Multitude of Acres of Land that theſe Indians ac- 
quire by cutting down Wood, and the great Num- 
ber of Convicts that are frequently tranſported from 

I 2 England 
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England to them; whereby they are enabled noe Ml 
only to carry on their great Engroſſment of Land, 
but alſo capacitated, by the Skill of the many Me- 
chanics, thus furniſhed to them, to work as I have Ml 
obſerved on our Manufactures, and ſend them in- 
to Europe to our infinite Prejudice; and, as theſe 
American Planters {till yearly increaſe their Quan- 
tities of Land and Riches, they will conſequently be 
enabled to give ſuch extraordinary Encouragements 


tions g 
Fellow: 
their V 
chiefly 
out of 
gre ſet 
the Tei 
there a 


as will tempt many Voluntier Artificers, out off f 
Europe, into their Service, till they become the . Ac 
greateſt Proficients; for the Neglect of Encourage- ud 6 
ment, at Home, has too frequently furniſhed foreign : true 8 

Countries with many of our beſt and ableſt Ar tiſts. ſequenc 

f . . „ : 1Dog, 
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IN NœZE Neceſſity that all Country-gentlemen ani =; 
Farmers are under of keeping a good Jar 4g. Colly- for 


— [he Farmer, above all others, is under tne WJ :Garder 
greateſt Neceſſity of keeping a right Yard-dog, Wl bed of 2 
hecauſe he has an abſolute Occaſion for his Service, age Pia 
both at Home and Abroad. At Home, becauſe off, in t! 
his Yard, Home- orchard, and Garden are all ex- Hate, ſ 
poſed to the Rapine of Thieves; in his ge WY about th 
generally keeps his Poultry, his tame Rabbits, 10 bre he h 
Hogs, and Pigs, his Horſes and Cows in h ud prof; 

Winter-time, his Implements for Huſban 1 ll the next | 
and Fire-wood, moſt of which are liable to be 3 re 4 
all the Year, but more particularly in this Te ls alice — 
becauſe the Nights are at the longeſt, the. Weat * oe Envy 
moſt ſeverely cold, and many idle, for Want 08 Frome N 
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bons generally take their Riſe, for prompting looſe 
Fellows to pillage and rob the Farmer, to ſupply 
their Wants, and, too often, their Extravagances, 
cdiiefly againſt the Holy-days of Chriſtmas, partly 
bout of an ignorant falſe Notion, that ſuch Days 
ne ſet a- part for Rioting and Luxury. But, let 
the Temptations be what they will, the Farmer (for 
there are no other in moſt Places) is the Butt of 
their wicked Deſigns; and, as few or no Farm- 
yards are ſo incloſed, but that ſuch Miſcreants can 
ve Acceſs into them, one of the beſt Ways, to 
WY curd againſt their Attempts, is to be Maſter of 
tue Sort of bred Dog. It is alſo of great Con- 
= {quence to the . Farmer's Intereſt, that he keeps 
bog, capable of defending his Fruits, which too 
many of the Populace think no Sin to rob him of, 
ss being Things of little Value, when taken away 
in a {mall Degree; but, when ſuch Pilferers ſuc- 
ceed in their firſt Attempts, it often provokes 
them to hazard a Second, and ſo on till they be- 
come common Thieves, and ready to venture their 
Neck for a Penny Value. 2 
How a Perſon was robbed of a great Number of 
Colly- lower Plants.—In the Year, I think, 1741, 
a Gardener, of Cheſham in Buckinghamfhire,was rob- 
bed of great Numbers of Colly-flower Plants, Cab- 
ae Plants, and other Things, that were carried 
co in the Night-time, by a Fellow, who, in great 
Haſte, fold them off to Gentlemen, and others, 
about the Country, .at an underline Price ; but, be- 
fore he had fold off all his Parcels, he was taken 
and proſecuted. This was done for Intereſt, but 
tie next Robbery was otherwiſe occaſioned :. 

How a Robbery was committed in a Garden out of 
Malice —T his Robbery was chiefly committed out 
ak Envy and Revenge to a Gardener, who kept 
Frome Market in Somer ſetſhire. The Matter was 
us related to me : Two Fellows, who owed a 
5 Grudge 
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Grudge to their Neighbour Gardener; were reſolved 7.112in: 
to vent their Malice by robbing him of Cabbage ificr, t. 
and other Garden- ware, which . they. did ſeveral ban, ur 
Times to the Man's great Damage, inſomuch that ;lowec 
the Gardener became ſo provoked, as to arm him- inch ; 
Telf and his Son with two Guns, which he had of then 
charged with large Shot; when they had thus fur- 1740, | 
nlſhed themſelves with Arms, arid had, ſore Time robberic 
before, made public Declaration of the Dunger that perbaps 
any Thief might expect to fall under, the Fathen Mattie 
and the Son watched their Garden, and, about one the Th 
of the Clock, in the Night, on the 24th of mei Chance 
1732, they ſaw two Men enter the Garden, and :ttcmpt 
fall to cutting of Cabbages; on which the Fatheſttey fel. 
cocked and levelled his Piece, but the Son [cried Manig 
Do not ſhoot Father; however, the Father let ſy i the 9 
and ſhot one of the Fellows into the Small of hig But the 
Back, which ſo diſabled him that he could nog Uſes 
get off; the other ran away and left his Comrade J 4 
ſo wounded, that the Urine iffued from behind a. St 
him, and he died the next Day, confeſſing, he : Dag 7 
did it out of Spite. Upon this, the Father wa Gadde/de 
bound over to anfwer this Fact at the next Aſſies biſtance 
which was held at the City of Wells, and there ac: Gentle 
quitted. But fo audacious were theſe Sort of Gar pite 
den- thieves, at that Time of. Day, that this did "ST 'obbcd ; 
prove a ſufficient Warning, as you will find by mY tiey laid 
next Account of a Robbery. _ | bo ren 
How another Garden-robbery S committed nag within a 
the other Plate, and preſently after it. On the Ati being a 
of July following, while I was at-Froome, a pool emed þ 
Woman, who carried on the Gardening-buſinel WY Rogue i. 
came crying into this Town, ſaying, ſhe had bee Propoſal, 
robbed, the Night before, to the Value of three tic Boot) 
Pounds, by Rogues who ſpoiled her Cucumber receiy] 
and Vines, and cut down the ſeedy Heads of Oni want, 
ons and other Plants that were faved for producing tcllow tr 
Crops of Seeds; and to ſuch a Paſs did many 
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Villains arrive in theſe Parts, that, in a few Years 
ifter, they pulled down a fine built Houſe at Mel/- 
kom, under Pretence, they had not Wages enough 
lowed them for their Work in, the Clothing Bu- 
ſneſs ; but they were ſoon brought to Juſtice, three 
of them being hanged at Saliſbury, about the Year 
1740, for this ſame Fact. Bur, as theſe Garden- 
wbberies were committed in a Country, where, 
perhaps, the Gardeners could not afford to keep a 
Maſtiff always ready for their Gardens Defence, 
the Thieves, in ſuch a Caſe, have the greater 
Chance of coming off ſafer than thoſe, who may 
tempt the ſame in Gardens near London; for here 
they ſeldom fail of keeping a ſtout, fair-legged, 
Midnight-centinel, a true-bred Maſtiff- dog, who 
x the greateſt Terror to theſe. Sort of Pilferers. 
But the next Account will farther ſhew the neceſſa- 
7 Uſes of this excellent Dog.  _ 

An Account of a notorious great Robbery commil- 
td at Studham, in Hertfordſhire, and of p0:iſcning 
Dog to effeft the ſame —— This Pariſh joins Little 
Caddeſden, in which ſtands a large lone Houſe, at a 
Diſtance from any other. Here, the Owner being 
Gentleman of a conſiderable Eſtate, his Houſe 
was pitched on, by a Gang of Thieves, to be 
robbed ; and, as a ſafe Introduction to the ſame, 
they laid a Plan of it before one of the Neighbours, 
Who rented a little Farm of Ten Pounds a Year, 
"thin a Mile of the great Houſe. This Perſon, 
being a ſtupid ignorant Villain in that which con- 
eened his chiefeſt Happineſs, but an artful fly 
Rogue in that which was wicked, accepted their 
fropoſal, on Condition of coming in for Part of 
tie Booty. Accordingly; having an Opportunity 
> receiving frequent Viſits from the Shepherd's 
Krvant, to whom he was Uncle, he ſifted the 
Flow from Time to Time, and got out of him, 
| R | when 
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when and what Money was brought into the Houſe 


where laid, the Time when ap ey hgh b x 
ake 


ind the 
4 TB = the Ex. | = troyed 
eaſieſt ſurpriſed, and where the Houſe WAS We wr 
for their breaking in; and all this was ſo ly carr; Wi Correlf 
on, that the Servant perceived nothing of any Rab "© * 
bing-intent, . When this was done, the next Thin 
was to poiſon a Maſtiff Dog, that a fiall fn 0 
kept who lived within a Stone's-throm of U * 
Houſe, leſt his Barking ſhould alarm the Family and 1 ch ; 
betray them. This effected, the Thieves broke ii * 
as the People were at Supper, by the Maid's open on 
ine a Back-door ; and when they had bound al >” 
and plundered the Houſe (as it is 00 of ſevcralii bei v 
hundred Pounds in Specie, they went ſafely off er : © 


oſtentim 


Bur the confined Perſons did not long lie fo, for 


as the Rogues left a Candle burning among them 5 
pe extended his Hand ſo far as to burn the String | ard, 0 
in two that bound another, and thus all were eng 
quickly releaſed ; upon which they ran to th p 8 
Church to ring a Bell that alarmed the Pariſh, an. * 
it was obſerved, that the firſt Man, who pretendeꝗ urſu 
to come to their Relief, was the very Villain wha * A 

ſet the Robbery, feigning a great Deal of Conde . is 
lence for their Loſs. In ſhort, the Thieves wer ons 
never diſcovered till Years after, when ſome oi 1 Fra. 
them were hanged for other Robberies, and, ai p him 


the Gallows, confeſſed the Particulars of this WM,” and 


therefore none was proſecuted on this Account 3 
But a Curſe followed moſt of them, and he vhꝗ ber f : 
was the Informer and Traitor, though he got ſon: . tha 
Money by this baſe Action, and took a fifty Pound os 

a Year Farm afterwards, at laſt was reduced to gre: ; ks” 
Poverty, both in Pocket and Body, dying in a mol woke not 
miſerable Condition, leaving an only Son behind yh 

him, who came to the Galiows that his Father had _ ky 5 
deſerved before him. This Account ought to mak . OY 


Perſons ſuſpect impending Danger, when 10 ; lates 7 
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id their Dog poiſoned, ſtolen, or otherwiſe” de- 


froyed, and alſo not to ſuffer any Servant to hold 
Correſpondence with any wicked Neighbour. But 
nore of this when I write on The Government of 4 


Of the good and ill Properties of the Bear-dog.— 
This Dog is of the largeſt-fized Breed of all others; 
have ſeen ſome of them as big as a ſmall Aſs, 
ind therefore only fit for Fighting in the Bear- 
nrden, or to be kept looſe by Tanners, great Brew- 
es, Butchers, or chained up in Gentlemen's Yards, 
Orchards or Gardens, by Way of Terror, for 
their Voice, as well as extraordinary Bigneſs, proves 
oftentimes ſuch a Scare-crow, as to keep off ſome, 
who would other wiſe venture to rob a Yard, Or- 
chard, or Garden; for the very Voice of this large 
Creature ſtrikes an Awe on the guilty Mind of Pil- 
ferers, leſt, by its potent Sound, it alarm the Fa- 
nih on approaching Danger, and cauſe a Watch 
r Purſuer. But there are two Inconveniences at- 

ending the keeping ſuch an auguſt Dog; one is, 
that he is rather of too heavy, dull, and ſleepy a 

Nature, to act the moſt vigilant Quadrupede 

Watcher, and therefore requires a ſmall Cur-dog to 

ep him Company, who, by his more ready Hear= 
ng, and quick Proneneſs of Barking, will give him 

Notice of impending Danger, go before him Fack- 

like, and ſhew him his Enemy or Prey. The 
ither is, the great Quantity of Horſe or other 
ſh, that ſuch a large Dog requires, to keep him 
nHeart, and prevent ſo keen a Hunger as would 
provoke him to fall on a Man or Beaſt that he 
Wont not to meddle with. I once had a ſmall 
kar-dog ſent me from Londen by a Friend, who 
ended me a great Pleaſure by the Act, but it 
id not prove ſo in the End; for, in leſs than a 
at's Time after I had him, whether for Want 
R 2 — Of 
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124 Die Service of Dogs 
of a Bellyfull of Meat, or being tempted by off 
voracious Propenſity of Nature, he killed three of 
my next Neighbour's Sheep in one Night, which Ml 
to ſatisfy the Farmer for, I gave him Leave ta 
pick out three of the beſt Wethers in my Flock 
and hanged my Dog into the Bargain; contrary iq 
the common reigning Notion amongſt Farmers au 
this Time of Day, who generally imagine they have 
made ſuficient Recompence or Reſtitution, hen 
they have hanged the Dog that has killed hid 
Neighbour's Sheep or Lambs. And here I cannot 
but ſtop my Pen, to make an Obſervation on thin 
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Humanity and Generoſity of a moſt noble Perſon /: 
whoſe Scat ſtands near the Edge of Suffolk, a There 
though it is a little foreign to my preſent Sub ral Col 
ject. 3 I countee 
Of tube Humanity and Generoſity of a moſt m pariſon 
Perſon.— It is well known by innumerable Inſtan 1s well 
ces, that the Perſon, Iam here writing of, has ſigna for Co1 
lifed himſelf by Acts of Generofity, to a ſurpriſing moſt o 
Degree, even from his Youth, One of which in of his 
particular was extended to me in my juvenile Years Woune 
But, to come nearer to my Purpoſe, this Noblema ing a! 
being a great Lover of Fox- hunting, in a fine open fightin; 
ſandy. Country, encourages the Breed and Preſerva Creatui 
tion of them, even in his Neighbourhood. No. He fe. 
when I travelled in thoſe Parts, a few Years ago terrible 
it did not a little move my Wonder to hear, in th that a 
Country about him, of the great Miſchief the Wy gaining 
Foxes occaſioned the Farmers, by cauſing them t or Swo 
be at extraordinary Charge of keeping a Watch gather | 
aimoſt all the Lambing-Seaſon, to protect theiſi the Hat 
Lambs from the greedy Jaws of the deſtructive to graſf 
bold, and ſubtle Fox, who is ſo prone to prey o ſtirring 
theſe harmleſs, young Creatures, that, notwithſtand ll mand, 
ing two Men watched with their Guns, in a Moon Buckle. 
ſhiny Night, yet a hungry Fox killed two, 20 of the 
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wounded four Lambs, that were.incloſed in a Fold, 


before the Men could reach the Place, though they 
(as one of them told me) run pretty faſt, For 
al this there were none, that I heard of, complain- 
ed of this Nobleman, but ſeemed glad to live near 
{ good a Perſon, becauſe he amply made them A- 
mends, whenever they made appear any Damage 
they had ſuſtained from any Fox, or otherwiſe, by 
his Means, beſides giving them Reaſon, at other 
Times of the Year, to rejoice they had ſo liberal 
and great a Perſon in their Country for their Be- 
nefactor. e war „ 

Of the good and ill Properties of the Bull-dag.— 
There are ſeveral Sizes of this Dog, and alſo ſeve- 
ral Colours, of which the Brindle is generally ac- 
counted the beſt, yet he is but a ſmall Dog in Com- 
pariſon of the Bear-breed. The Engliſb Bull-dog 
s well known to exceed all Dogs in the Univerſe 
for Courage, becauſe he will endeavour to the ut- 
moſt of his Power to run at a Bull, even after Part 
of his Legs are cut off, on his Stumps; for no 
Wound or Terror can affright him. from attack- 
ing a Bull, as long as he 1s capable of it, and ſo in 
fighting with any Dog, Badger, Fox, or any other 
Creature, from the greateſt to the ſmalleſt Size. 
He fears no Man, though armed with the moſt 
terrible Weapon. I have ſeen a Bull-dog ſo taught, 
that a Man muſt be very dextrous to keep him off 
gaining his Hand, if he once could get the Stick 
or Sword into his Mouth, for he would ftrive to 
gather more and more Hold, till he could ſeize on 
the Hand. Another I have ſeen, that was taught 


to graſp the Inſtep of a Man, in Order to ſtop his 


ſtirring any farther, and this at the Word of Com- 
mand, when his Maſter ſaid, —Take Hold of his 
buckle — But, netwithſtanding all this, he is one 
of the moſt difficult Sort that is, to be taught any 

| other 
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other Tricks than what relate to Seizure, Which Al bullock 
take to be owing to the Inflexibility of his mon Vait<r 
ſurly Nature, when vexed, and high Courage no / 7: 
to ſubmit to any Beating. Indeed J have ſeen them —! 2 
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brought to fetch and carry at a Word, but then! 
he was taught ſo to do by fair not by foul Means. 
for this magnanimous Creature may be led, but 
not driven or forced. The Bull-dog is not fit to 
be kept in Common in any Gentleman or Farmers 
Yard, becauſe he is too ready to lay Hold on any 
tame Bull, Ox, Cow, or Calf; and, when he faſten; bis mo 
on either Man or Beaſt, it is a moſt difficult Mat- Lentlen 
ter to make him let go, he is ſo hard bitten. This bas an C 
Quality in them cauſes moſt Bull- dogs to loſe Part WM the Sake 
_ of or all their Fore- teeth in a little Time after they I red anc 
have been uſed to engage Game · bulls, eſpecially bon the. 
their upper ones, which always, in a ttue-bred kd 34 
Bull-dog, ſtand more in than the lower Teeth, I WM the Bul 
have known a well ſized ſtrong Bull-dog kept on being of 
Purpoſe, to ſeize on a Stag when he ſtood at Bay e Bree 
in a Park, which he ſeldom ever failed to do, and WW "iti ſuc 
held him till the Keeper cut his Throat, notwith- WW Manage: 
{ſtanding all the Oppoſition his long and many ſharp de Uſe « 
Antlers could make, with which ſome Stags have WW Þ'evers, 
killed ſeveral Hounds, before they have been over- G. If t. 
come. The Bull-dog is a moſt faithful Servant Wal 2 large 
and pretty ſure Safeguard to his Maſter's Perſon, Wl Ha Wh 
for it is a moſt dangerous Attempt for any Stran- Wl (which 1 
ger to attack him in the Sight of ſuch a Dog, who Wl i Head 
in this Caſe is naturally inclined to jump at the (t it is 
Throat of that Man who offers Violence to his WW 8 ther 
greateſt Benefactor. Yet this Breed is ſomewhat : aft, be 
dangerous in the Country, even when it ts between N if 
him and a Mongrel, as was proved by two Dogs W "th the 
kept by a Butcher near [vinghoe, who, being in Gn = 

ho 


Queſt of R gory fell in the Night-Time'on wy ; 1 
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pullocks, and tore them to Death, ſo that their 
Maſter was forced to pay for them. | 


Of the good and ill Properties of the Maſtiff-dog. 
—[ am now come to the laſt Character I intend 
here to give a Dog, and that is of the Maſtiff, 
yhich is the Sort I deſigned this Chapter purpoſe 
o treat of, as being the moſt uſeful domeſtic Dog 
of all others; and, although I have before wrote 
on the Bear and Bull-dog, it was to ſerve only as 
n Introduction to what I am going to write on 
this moſt ſerviceable Creature; a Creature that no 
Gentleman or Farmer ought to be without, who 
has an Opportunity and Occaſion to keep him, for 
the Sake of the many Advantages attending a true 
bred and broke Maſtiff-dog. But, before I men- 
ton them, I ſhall obſerve, that what may be cal- 
aa Maſtiſt, is a Dog that may be bred between 
he Bull, the Bear, and other Dogs. The Bull 

being of a ſmall Size, and the Bear of the largeſt, 
the Breed will be of a right Bigneſs, and endowed. 
vith ſuch Qualities, as will render it, with good 
Management in their Whelp-age, a right Dog for 
tie Uſe of Gentlemen, Farmers, Tanners, Butchers, 
brewers, and others who are Owners of large Yards, 
Cc. If there is any Fault in ſuch a Breed, it may be 
oo large for ſome, or too ſharp bitten for others. 
If a Whelp has the greateſt Share of the Bull in it 
(which may be partly known by its chub or round- 
ih Head) they too often faſten and hold fo hard, 
tat it is a difficult Matter to make them let go, 
ad therefore are ſubject to ſpoil a Cow, or other 
beaſt, before they can be diſengaged. On this Ac- 
wunt, if any Perſon is apprehenſive of either or 
wth theſe Faults in a Dog, it is only having a ſe- 
cond Breed from him, with either a Water-ſpaniel, 
3 brey-hound, Lurcher, or ſuch like. I have known 
breed very much coveted between a Bull- dog and. 

by a large 
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. 4 i n 12 * 54. N 2 r 5 but t 
a large Water- ſpaniel, becauſe the Latter is com- = ” 
why 67 Matter of an excellent Scent, which, on his : * 
Hunt, he takes from the Air, and upon the We. "| 
ter, that capacitates him to recover Water. fowls 5 of St, 
that are ſhot and wounded, and would be other. fl be ker 
wiſe loſt. And, as ſuch a Spaniel has generally Wi : Bull 
a rough Coat and a hardy Conſtitution, he fears "0 
no Weather in his Search after his Game; 1 f, Maſti 
therefore, a Breed from fuch a Spaniel will give bers 
the Bull- part a Noſe that ny be very ſerviceable hour 
to a Dog that may have Occaſion to hunt and ſeize aste 
a Fox, Badger, Otter, Hedge-hog, Pole-cat, Mar. 5 lp 5 
tern, Wild-cat, and other Vermin, that too often 44 f 
infeſt Grounds near Home, and do great gion he ca 
which may be prevented by keeping ſuch a Maſtif WT Night 
or Yard-dog, who may fecure your his — beach 
mn Wed, ² e 
bandry, that lie in and about your Houſe, Orchard, W who, b 
Garden or Home-cloſe ; and, if a Thief, 5 =. n thei 
Badger, ſhould chance to carry off their 115 ” ann 
may poſſibly happen, that ſuch a Dog ny bbe 5 orcat 
dem on a freſh Scent, and ſhew you the Robber's BY bre 
Houſe, or to the Hole of the ee = p WS jd in 
Dogs, if they are of a true Size, and right 7 7 W Now. 
will have Courage, Strength, and —_—_— com. WY for this 
enough to encounter any wild Beaſt, and ar A0 changi 
| monly cunning enough to take the greate : 


better 
'T: 3 | and finewy Wl Ty 
vantage in their biting the moſt tender ethers 
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a good 
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a rough 
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pportunity of coming off Victors. Ot i 
2 Maſtiff or Yard-dog bred 3 | 
the Bull-dog and the Grey-hound, * my "i 
enjoy a light courageous Cur, capable © - 508 
a Hare or Coney, if either of them 3 „ 
in his Way, that they cannot get wer „ 
in Caſe he has the Opportunity of pur * lle. 
Badger, Pole- cat, Martern, wild Cat, an 15 
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but the Maſtiff is. likewiſe ſerviceable on ſeveral 
other Accounts too tedious to name here; howe> 
yer, I ſhall mention one, for its being very particu- 
ker, and that is, as I am informed, the great Town 
of St. Malo, a Sea. port Town in France, is faid to 
he kept by Maſtiff-dogs, proceeding at firſt from 
Bull race, ſent over thither from England, many 
Years ago, but ſince degenerated into a Sort of _ 
Maſtiffs ; theſe, in the Day-Time, lie under But- 

chers Stalls and other ſhady Places, till at ſuch an 
Hour in the Evening, when a Man with a Horn 
calls them to him, to which, by Cuſtom, they rea- 
diy anſwer, by aſſembling themſelves into a Pack 
nnd follow him. When they are all got out of 
the Gates of the Town, they are ſhut out for all 
Night to watch and guard it; and they ſo dili- 
gently incompaſs the Walls of this Ifland-town, 
that they ſeldom fail of tearing a Man to Pieces, 
who, by Ignorance, Wilfulneſs, or Accident, comes 
in their Way, Another Account of Maſtiffs, that 
| cannot well paſs over, is: I have obſerved very 
great Dogs, kept by Cow-keepers in Middleſex, 
tor guarding their Yards, and attending the Cow- 
herd in his driving Cows to and from the Field, 
Now, theſe large Dogs were not kept altogether 
for this Uſe ; no, the Owner made a Sort of Mer- 
chandiſe of them, for they paid him as well, or 
better, than the beſt breeding Sow has done ſome 
others 3 and this by taking great Care to have # 
Breed from the largeſt Bear-dog and any other of 
a good Size. I remember a Dog, kept by one 
of theſe Cow-keepers, that appeared to me to be 
the higheſt” and fineſt-ſhaped J ever ſaw, having 
a rough, long, hairy, fallow-coloured Hide, with | 
2 long turned Tail, which gave me to underſtand 
he was bred between one of the largeſt Bear- dogs 
ad biggeſt Grey-hound, or Lurcher. When theſe 

_ gs arrived 
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arrived to a proper Age and Bigneſs," the next! 
Thing was to get a good Market for them; andi 

the beſt, that he commonly met with, was to ſei 
them to Frenchmen, who every Year come into i 
England for the ſame Purpoſe z and, as the Cow. MU 


keeper, I am mentioning, generally kept two o 


theſe at a Time, he got a conſiderable deal of # 
Money by them, befides the enjoying the Benefit WM 
of their being his Yard and Cattle*s Guardians. 


But ſome may wiſh for a Maſtiff- dog that is not 


ſo dangerouſly furious, as the common Sort are, 
On this Account I muit recommend to them the Wi 


gelt Maſtiff s— 


The good and ill Properties of the gelt Maſtif-dog. ll 
A Maſtifi-dog may be ſo far improved by gelding 
him when he is young, as to abate his natural Pro- 
penſity to Fury, and thereby bring him under 


ſuch a Temper, as to put his Maſter out of Danger 
of paying for Cures, or the Death of Sheep, or other 


Creatures; for a furious Temper is certainly inhe- WM 


rent to moſt of the Maſtiff-breed, who, if their fie- 


ry Nature is not broke by good Diſcipline in their | 


Whelp-age, as I have before obſerved, it is ten to 


one, but they become too miſchievous when older. 


Hence proceeds the Invention of Gelding, for re- 
ducing their ſavage Quality, which it will do with 
great Aſſurance. Our late Miniſter kept a gelt 
Dog ſeveral Years till he died in November, 1742. 
This Dog was a Maſtiff, of a Fallow-colour, a mid- 


ling Stature, ſtrong built, had a Head between the 


Bull and the Bzar-dog, with a long Tail that turn- 


cd up towards the End, and was thought to be one | . 


o the handſomeſt Dogs in our Country; and, for 
making him as uſeful as he was handſome, he was 


kept chained up, all the Day, near the Gates of the 2 
Dwelling-houſe, but every Night let looſe and con- 


fined to the Compaſs of an, incloſed Yard, Now, 
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by thus chaining this Dog up in the Day-time, it 
checked his eager Advances towards any ftrange 
Dog, that might caſually come near or to the Houſe, 
and prevented him going beyond his Chain to any 
Victuals that might be ſhewn him, on Purpoſe to 
rovoke his, eager Deſires after it, and learn him 
to become curſe and ſharp; for, by ſuch Confine- 
ment, the Dog is incenſed, and that dull heavy 
Temper, that he may be either naturally poſſeſſed 
of, or acquire by Gelding, was hereby altered, fo 
that this ſame Dog, who by Gelding, for a good 
While, became ſo fearful, that he dared not to 
ght a leſſer one, nor ſtand againſt a heaved up 
Stick, afterwards grew ſo bold and courageous, that 
he would fall on any who attempted to be rude with 
the Maid or Boy-ſervant, or would pretend to 
ſtrike him with a Stick, or Whip, to prevent it. 
In ſhort, this gelt Maſtiff, who, to my Knowledge, 
came off ſuch a furious Bitch, that ſhe was the Ter- 
zor of the Neighbourhood, became of ſo right a 
Temper, that he anſwered the End of his Gelding 
and Keeping to Admiration. I wouid have bought 
this Dog for a Gentieman my good Friend, but 
Madam, the Parſon's Wife, would not conſent to 
ton any Terms, becauſe, in the Day-Time, the 
dight of this large Dog diſcouraged Vagrants com- 


ing too near the Houſe, and, in the Night-Time, 


his audible Voice, which uſed to ring throughout 
the Neighbourhood, forbad any Attempt from 
Thieves coming to, and breaking into the Houſe 
or adjoining Barns. But I cannot quit this Subject 
vefore I mention two other good Properties belong- 
ing to a gelt Dog; one is, that ſuch a Dog will 
keep himſelf in good Caſe with leſs Meat than an 
ungelt Dog can, which is a deſirable Conveniency, 
where a Gentleman, or Farmer, keeps a ſmall 
Table; or, where a rich Miſer bens a one, 

32 that, 
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T32 The Service of Dogs © 
that, according to the old proverbial Phraſt . 
The, Dog may be ſaid to run away with whole Shou]. 
ders. But neither of theſe. was the Parſon? 
_ Caſe, for, to do Juſtice to his Memory in this Re. 
ſpect, the Neighbourhood knew there was ſuch a 
Man lived amongſt them, by the plentiful Enter. 
tainment he gave his Friends, and the Hoſpitality 
he uſually extended towards the indigent” Inhabi- 
tants near him, ſo that his Maſtiff- Dog never want; 


ed an offal Subſiſtence. The other good Property, 3 


belonging to a gelt Maſtiff-dog, is, that, by ſuch 
Caſtration, he is out of the Power of being ſeduced 


into Silence, by the common Impoſition of a falt | 5 
Bitch, which is a Bite that has ſubſiſted Time out 
of Mind, and is too often practiſed by Thieves 4 


at this Day, who intend to break open an Houſe 
in the Night-Time, or rob an Orchard or Garden, 
Sc. I ſhould have writ on other good Qualities 
belonging to the Maſtiff-dog, but I have only 
Room to obſerve, that, as ſuch a Dog is common- 
ly of a large Size and ſtrong Body, he may, in his 
early Age, be ſo taught, as to become a very uſe» 
ful Domeſtic Porter to his Maſter, by fetching and 


carrying Things of ſome Weight, even to the Eaſe | | 
and Relief of the Perſon he follows. I once brought Wi 


up a Curr-dog to be fo ſerviceable, as to accom- 
, pany my Wife, and carry a Baſket of Eggs after 
. which he would very carefully do, by taking 


the Handles of the Baſket into his Mouth, and, WW 


when he had a Mind to reſt, he would let the 


Baſket ſtand on its Bottom on the Ground, but 


the Handles he would not part with; and ſo many 


other Things. But, were J to mention the ſeveral : 


diverting Actions that this docile Creature would 
perform at the Word of Command, beſides fervice- 
able ones, they would exceed half a Score. 


ſhall only add an Account of a particular Accident 


that 
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at befell this Dog: As he was bred a meer Mon- 
grel, or Curr, he had ſo ſmall a Share of a ſcent- 
vg Noſe, that he was once loſt for ſeveral Months; 
and when, by Information, I heard where he was, 
went and demanded my Dog; the People I 
found very willing to part with him, for they were 
ſo poor as hardly able to keep a Cat well, telling 
me, they would have hanged him out of their 
Way, but that he pleaſed them with ſitting up in 
2 begging Poſture every Time they were at Vic- 
tals, which ſo diverted them, that they ſpared his 
Life; in ſhort, the Dog had been kept ſo poor, 
that he was hardly able to follow me Home, tho? 
it was leſs than ten Miles from my Habitation. If 
was to proceed farther in giving a full Detail of 
the many Services this uſeful Animal is capable of 
diſcharging, I might (beſides mentioning what I 
have before ſaid, and that of their drawing a conſi- 
derable Weight, which I have ſeen one and more 
Dogs do in Harneſs, particularly the four-wheel 
Chair, with a Perſon fitting in it, by four or ſix 
of theſe Maſtiff-dogs, to the pleaſing Sight of their 
| Brholders) write a Folio Volume of their Worth 
and Actions. But, to ſay a great deal of this ex- 
cellent Creature in a little Compaſs of Paper, I 
ſhall inſert the following Lines in his Praiſe, viz. 


» 


On the Dog, tranſlated from the Latin. 


THE Dog among the Juadrupedes, 
For Sport and Faithfulneſs, exceeds 

All other Beaſts. He beſt attends 

His Maſter's Call ; bis Houſe defends, 

And, th he's driven away with Spurns, 

With wagging Tail he flill returns, 
— 5 | When 
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When you his Excellence diſplay, - HER 
He's ſenfible of nobat — e ee X 
And, in dumb Sbeav, His Thanks -aves ; 70. . 
He ſivims chere er you take the Ford,” 
Whene'er you ' fail he goes on Board ; 
With you oer rugged Alps he goes, 
And guards you through a Croud of Foes. ec 
Still, wi the. Day, he keeps in ies, OS 
Nor is he in the Dark leſs true, .... 
He loves not him that loves not you, EN 0 . 

Through all the Windings of the Wand, 
He toils to make your Paſtime good; * 
Runs down for you the nimble Hare, 
And it, untore, in's Mouth does bear : "wy 
Pur ſies all Game through Buſh and Brake, 
Not for himſelf,” but for your Sake. 
When you repoſe, he couches by, 
Or bears his Chain contentedly, 
Your Houſe's and your Poultry's S 
Drives Thieves and Foxes from your Yard; 
In Sleep fecure your Houfhold fnore, 
He drives all Treach'ry from your Door. 
He aſes no dainty Bit, or Cup, 
Profuſe, to keep his Spirits up. 
Content your dirty Plate to lick, 
A Cruſt to gnaw, or Bone to pick, 
Ido would not ſuch cheap Servants pleaſe 
Who would not love and rden, N 
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COPIES of LETTERS. 


The Copy of a Letter to this Author, ſhewing 
how happy a Gentleman has been in aiſcover- 

ing Peat-Earth in bis Estate, ſince the Way 
of doing it was firſt publiſhed in bis Monthly 
Book for July. | Ee 


STR; | RR. „ 
; V OUR public Spirit, in communicating 
1 your Knowledge in Huſbandry to the 
World, and generous Declaration of being ready 
„to give Gentlemen any farther Satisfaction, by 
Letter, in Points wherein they may want to be in- 
formed, has encouraged me to give you this pre- 
* ſent Trouble EE | 
The Time drawing near for ſowing Barley, I 
* am deſirous of making Uſe of the Receipt you have 
' publiſhed for ſteeping it; but want to be inform- 
' ed, whether you mean by Chryſtal Nitre, com- 
mon Salt-Petre, or the Preparation of it called 
Mirum Purificatum, and why Salt-Petre will 
WT © not do as well, as this Preparation of it: If this 
be meant, you will alſo oblige me in being parti. 
rr in informing me what Quantities of each of the 
* Ingredients you add to the ſteeped Liquor, when 
it wants renewing for the ſteeping of more Barley; 
g and, as you ſay you have diſcovered, ſince the Publi- 
cation of this Receipt, another Ingredient to ſupply 
the Place of the Nitre, which is much cheaper, 
* and will anſwer the End as well, I ſhall acknow- 
edge the Favour, if you will be pleaſed to com- 
« Municate that alſo to me. 
1 Since 
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136 Copies of Letters, & © 
Since the Publication of your Books, I hate 
© found in this Pariſh where I live a Peat-Earth, 
which I burnt laſt Summer, the Aſhes of which 
anſwered intirely to the Deſcription you have gi- 
ven of ſuch Aſnes. I have ſown them in theQuan- 
tity you direct, viz. Somewhat under two Quar- 
ters of our Meaſure to the Acre, upon Land new 
laid down laſt Spring with Clover, upon Wheat- Wl 
land and St. Foine : I have alſo reſerved ſome to 
ſow upon Barley-land. Our Farmers, who ate not 
uſed to the powdered Sort of Manures, think that 
ſo ſmall a Quantity of Aſhes upon an Acre of 
Land cannot poſſibly do Service; I ſhall be glad MW 
to be informed, whether you have ever made Uſe Wl 
of this Manure yourſeli upon your own Land; 
or whether you have known any of your Neigh- W 
bours make Uſe. of the Langley Aſhes, which 
Place I gueſs to be not far diſtant from you, 
and with what Succeſs. £ — 
] am thinking with myſelf, whether I cannot 
make this Beginning of my Acquaintance with 
you in ſome Reſpects ſerviceable to yourſelf, by 
being your Chapman for ſome Sorts of Seeds, 
which you may poſſibly want to ſell, and I to 
buy. I ſhall have Occaſion this Spring for ſome | 
Hundred Weight of Clover-Seed, and milled Tre- 
foil; if you have any Quantity of theſe Seeds to 
« ſell, and can deliver them at New Luton in Bed- 
fordſbire,] ſhall be glad to know your Prices, and 
to deal with you for what I want, The Keitering 
Carrier goes through Luton, and paſſes by my 
Poor, ſo that he can bring any thing of this Kind 
© from thence, if it is delivered to him at Lulon. If 
« you pleaſe to favour me with an Anſwer to this 
© Letter, direct to me, Sc. e 
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IT is with great Pleaſure that J anſwer ſuch a 
1 Gentleman's Letter as yours, becauſe you have 
© diſcovered yourſelf to be a true Lover of Im- 
© provements in Huſbandry. If more were of 
poor Mind, they would more than they do de- 
pend on the rational Account of a Practical Au- 
« thor, and make large Efforts to. better their Land- 
© ed Eſtates.” On the Contrary, it yery much cha- 
* oreens me to ſee my Countrymen dilatory in ſuch 
« excellent Matters, while Gentlemen both in Te- 
* land and Scotland are now in full Career with En- 
« deavours to enrich their reſpective Countries, ſtri- 
© ving to vie with or out- do England in the greateſt 
and moſt beneficial Branches of Grain, Graſſes, 
« Beaſts, and other Matters of Huſbandry, It was 
for this Purpoſe, that three Gentlemen, about Mi- 
* chaelmas 1742 laſt, came from Scotland, to deſire 
my Correſpondence, where they have now eſtabliſh- 
* ed two Societies, one at Edinburgh, the other at 
* Ormiſtone, for finding out Ways and Means to im- 
prove their Country in the beſt Manner poſſible. 
As to the Steeping of Barley-Seed, it is to be 
* done with the Chryſtal Salt-Petre, which I call 
* the common Salt. Petre, ſuch as they uſe in Salt- 
ing Bacon, and Pickling of Pork. When the 
firſt Liquor is drawn off, add more Mudgel-Hole 
* Water, and two Pounds of Salt-Petre, and ſo on 
at every Renewal. And as to the cheap Ingredi- 
ent that will ſupply the Salt-Petre, I intend to 
give you an Account of it, when I ſend you the 
; (ter and Trefoil Seeds, notwithſtanding I have 
*\anaf yet publiſhed it, as I remember, in any 
EE - Book; 


— <4 


5 | 3 
„ Book ; and, if you ill nder . 1 . 
* ceipt, you need not fear Out-doing- your Nig 
hours. | + | 
I rejoice to hand of your Succeſs i in the Diſcove. BW 
c ry of Peat, and in the Uſe of its Aſhes + 1 buy Wl 
mine at Langley, and fow them on natural and 
artificial Graſſes, Wheat, Peaſe, &c. but they are 
found to anſwer beſt on Peaſe and Clover; not 
but that they will certainly (if a kind Year hap- 
pens) do Service to all Sorts of Corn and Graſſes, 
and in Gardens, Sc. But of Peat I have a conſi- 
derable Account more to publiſh on. the Burning 
of it, and hope I ſhall be the Occaſion of many 
more Diſcoveries of this excellent Manure, and W 
other moſt valuable Matters in Agriculture, if Gen- 
tlemen would be as hearty in encouraging them, 
as they are in a thouſand Times leſs valuable 
Things. The Price of Clover. ſeed is four Pence 
Half- penny a Pound, or two and forty Shillings a W 
Hundred Weight. Our Trefoil in Hull is three 
Shillings per Buſhel, for we never ſow it milled in 2 tole: 
Hertfordſhire ; becauſe we find it much the fecu- = dound 
rer Way againſt Worms, Froſts, and Chills of Many 
Waters. I ſhall always be glad of any Opportu- 8 which 
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nity of giving you what Satisfaction lies in my WW Recei 
Power, as being, - Adva 
. Nan A 

: Sir, your obedient humble Servant, _ 
: | e = {nd r 

WILLIAM Eluisi | ing C 

Little Gaddeſden, 30 De- „o Hoa 


cember 1742. . hang 
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Me Author's Anſwer. 139 
_ Obſervations on thisGentleman's Finding Peat-Earth 
i bis Eſtate. — This Nortbampionſbire Gentleman, 
WW whom I never ſaw, as being altogether a total 
W Stranger to me, directly on reading my Treatiſe of 
Pra- Earth, repoſed a Confidence in the fame, and 
preferably to any phantaſtical Whim, or vain 
Fancies, which generally produce only Loſs of 
Time, Money, and Labour, ſearched after the bet- 
er Part, even that which, perhaps, may be never 
bot, or taken away from his Family; and, having 
bund a rich Mine in his Eſtate under and (if I may 
ſo term it) above Ground at a very ſmall Expence 
and Pains, is thereby capacitated not only to fur- 
niſh himſelf with one of the beſt and cheapeſt Ma- 
nures in the Kingdom, but alſo to ſupply his 
neighbouring Farmers with the ſame to their great 
Conveniency and Profit. I ſay, to their Conveniency: 
for, as they were Strangers before to the Efficacy and 
Power of a Powder-Dreſſing, it is very likely there 
was no ſuch Thing to be had in their Parts at 
a tolerable Price; therefore it muſt conſequently re- 
dound to their very great Profit, to enjoy fo fertile a 
Manure ſo near them at a moſt cheap Rate. For 
winch Diſcovery of mine, and for ſending him a 
Receipt how to improve Barley-crops to a great 
Advantage for a trifle Charge, even for four Pence 
an Acre Expence, beſides Plowing, Seed, and Ma- 
nure, this honeſt Gentleman was ſo grateful, as to 
lend me a Preſent in February 1742-3, by the Ketter- 
ing Carrier, and paid Carriage for the fame to my 
Houſe. Hence I would obſerve, that if our Britifh 
Gentlemen would employ more of their Time in 
the Study and Improvement of their Eſtates, as the 
Gentleman has done I am writing of, and leſs in 
thoſe Things, which on the Contrary too often bring 
a Ruination on them; we might by theſe Means, 
with the Help of the fertile Nature and happy Situ- 
flon of our Climate, undoubtedly, become one of, if 
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not the moſt flouriſhing Nation in the v old, pro- chen 
vided a ſpeedy Stop be put to the Importation or are 
Corn, Sc. into Europe from our Plantations in exal 
America. And as J am the firſt Author that has ſo 
particularly deſcribed the Parts where Peat- Earth i WM 7 
to be found, ſo that it may be diſcovered in a thou- Tha 
ſand Places where the Owners never before enter. Nor 
tained a ſingle Thought of the ſame, I hope 1 the 
ſhall have the Pleaſure, in a little Time, to hear of Nig 
more Acquiſitions of this Kind; and, that I may be Orn 
compleatly inſtrumental in doing ſuch infinite Ser- tlem 
vice to my Country, I am ready to inform any be e 
Gentleman how to burn and uſe the Peat and its WM fions 
Aſhes by Letter, provided they pay Poſtage, ot WI Att 
frank theirs to my Houſe thirty Miles diſtant from his! 
London, otherwiſe they muſt not expect an Anſwer. WI that 
And here I could proceed a great deal further in ob- - 
ſerving how gainfut the Uſe of theſe Peat-Aſhes abo. 
may be made, in forcing on the Growth of Timber- ll #rua 
Trees, Hedges, and a thouſand other Vegetables, | Met 
but the Dimenſions of my Paper will not permit it man 
here. C noty 
6 ES "2 ver 
. — — * 
CHAP. AH. The 
* | as Diſt 
Of Charity, and the Acts of ſome Charitable WI Pro: 
BR ._ Pau =o” 0 Tab 
XY Eo „ bute 
5 O F Charity, and the great Importance of extend- Tra 
ing it to proper Objects in this Month. The are 
ſhorteſt Days, the longeſt Nights, and generally the who 
coldeſt Weather accompany this Month; and to {i 
therefore it becomes the moſt expenſive and mot vous 
neceſſitous Seaſon in the whole Vear to Thouſands of man 
the poorer Sort of People and their Families, who there 
are hereby incapacitated to get their daily Bread by altec 
their uſual Labour and Induſtry; which renders to th 


them 


| | exalted and beneficial Manner poſſible. = 2 
_ 97% Frſ. Example of 4 Charitable Gentleman, — 
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e Ourty, i 
them the greateſt Objects for thoſe to relieve, who 
are of Ability to employ. their Charity in the moſt 


That I begin with, is as it was [publiſhed in the 


; | Northampton Mercury, or Weekly News-Paper,dated 


the 28th of February 1742-3, thus: On Friday 
Night laſt died of a Conſumption, at his Seat near 
Ormſtirk in Lancaſhire, Walter Lloyd, Eſq; a Gen- 


tleman poſſeſſed of an Eſtate of 15001. a Year, which 


he employed not in the modern extravagant Diver- 
fions of Maſquerades and Operas, but conſtantly. in 
Acts of Hoſpitality and Charity; which makes 


= his Memory dear, and his Loſs irreparable to all 
= that knew him. 


A ſecond Example. — The hard Froſt that began 
about Chriſtmas 1739, and ended the 23d of Fe- 
bruary following, was deemed the ſharpeſt in the 


Memory of Man; for it occafioned the Death of 


many poor People who wanted Heat and Victuals; 
notwithſtanding it was obſerved, that there were ne- 


ver greater Acts of Charity diſplayed than in this 


Seaſon, One of the Public Papers has it thus: 
There being at this Time more poor Families in 
Diſtreſs than was ever yet known, we hear ſeveral 


People of Faſhion have ordered a Diſh leſs at their 


Table every Day, and the Value of it to be diſtri- 
buted to poor Objects, who through the Badneſs of 
Trade, and the Dearneſs of all Sorts of Proviſions, 
are reduced to great Want. Happy is the Man, 


whoſe Heart and Abilities are equally diſpoſed to 


to ſuccour and relieve Perſons labouring under grie + 
vous Afflictions, a Pleaſure the greateſt which Hu- 
man Nature is capable of taſting ; and it is thought 


there never was more Reaſon to diſplay their ex- 


alted Virtue than at this Time, when the Poor died 
to the Number of many Thouſands by their Pota- 
7” = | toes 
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$ | toes being ſpoiled by this Froſt ; and, in\Cheſire ag 


- - gently waited on the Farmers Brewings, to beg | F 
their Grains, to eat and ſubſiſt eon. 


Saunders of Brill, in Bucks, Eſq;: He formerly was 
in Commiſſion of the Peace for this County; he 


ment of his Expiration, deſired the Clergyman who 
attended him, to read the recommendatory Prayer, mee 


try, and had every Man of Courage and true Pa- 


folk has this Chriſtmas given r to the Poor of the 
i 


| Gift his Lordſhip has contributed Annually ever 
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well as in many other Parts, the pooreſt Sort ili. 


A third Example — Is by the Death -of Thomas 


* 


* 


was an Officer under Captain Balchen, during Queen WY = 
Anne's Wars, and was twice taken by Monſieur Dy WW + 5 
Guet ; and, how well the Captain and his Officers Wil de 
behaved in both Engagements, is well known by Per. 
wdhat Monſieur Du Guei ſaid, That it was the D, Wo 
or Balchen fought a ſecond Time. His Love for his 54, 
Country appeared in his Retirement, as well as in He 
his moſt active Parts of Life. His Intereſt was his WW Pas 
Country's. His Houſe was open to all that loved WM mor 
old England. He was the ſincereſt and warmeſt WW Z 
Friend, the moſt affectionate Huſband, and the WW tber 
moſt tender and indulgent Parent. He died as he WW _ 
lived with true Chriſtian Courage; and, at the Mo- dm, 


And happy would it be for Britain, had every Of- 
ficer ſo much Courage and real Love for his Coun- 


triotiſm ſo much Religion. He died in December 1741, 


A fourth Example — Is taken from a News-Pa- folk 
per, dated the 1175 of Fanuary 1741. We hear Bil knoy 
from Saffron-Walden in Eſſex, that the Earl of Sy- cones 


Six neareſt Pariſhes to where he lives ſix very good 
Steers, and ſix Hundred Threepenny Loaves, which 
ſince his Marriage. cc os 

A fifth Example, — As mentioned in the Evening of ty 


Poſt the 14th of February 1737, is this: The Re- Wi 1.1. 


lit of Sir Ed. Stradling, in Glamorganſbire, maine ” 
tained the ancient Brit/ Hoſpitality ; wy 11 that. 


, 
W {cred the Remains of a plentiful Table to the Poor. Ci 
She loved her Country ſo, that no Diverſion could +, i 
get her to Town out of Wales. She loved the 5 
Church ſo, that ſhe would never make an Excuſe Wi 
for Staying from it. In ſhort, ſhe had no other 
Views on Earth, but what looked towards Hea- ff 
ven. 2 ES „ 
A ſixth Example ls a very particular one, as 17.0 
it was related to me by a poor Man, who faid, that i" 
the Rich Man of Glouceſtershire is ſo charitable a 5 
Perſon, as to give, as uſual, a Shilling to each | 
Woolcomber and Weaver at Cirenceſter every Chriſt. 
mas, he at one Gate, and his Lady at the other, | 1 
He gave it out of his Hat; and, when his Money 
was gone, he deſired his Lady to ſtop, till he fetched *] 
more from his Coffer : At his Return, ſheaſked him, 
How the Money held out? He anſwered, He thought I! 
there was never the leſs for what he had given. ii 
A ſeventh Example - of a Pinmaker in Zon- | 
dm, who, to my certain Knowledge, allowed a poor | 
Man five Pounds a Year for ſeveral Years together, ; 
meerly out of Charity, as having: formerly been a 
ſubſtantial Houſe-keeper. „„ 3 
An eighth Example — Ts of that moſt Noble 5 


Lady, who is ſuch an Ornament of Humility, as 
to give the poor People of New-Market in 'Suf- | 
folk free Acceſs to her Perſon, in order to make 
known their neceſſitous Grievances, and as readily 
contributes to their Relief, by Alms of Cloaths, Me- 

dicines, or Money. But to come nearer Home: | 
A ninth Example. — Our Gaddeſden Poor were 

this Chriſtmas 1742, as well as at other Times, ve- | 
ry ſenſible of a ready Money and Bread Charity, | 
extended to them by a moſt Noble Family; as alſo 

of two others from the ſame. One by a Weekly 

Dole of offal Victuals, and the other by the Li- 

berty given the Poor to gather the broken Wood 

that Age and Storms of Wind cauſe to fall _ 
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* thoſe large Beechen Trees that now ſtand in one-of 
the, beſt wooded P arks in the Kingdom. * 7 | : | 


1 


known to me, as done by two Widow Gtrtlewo- * 
men, Mother and Daughter, living at that Time, 
December 1742, in Weſtminſter ; who by repeated 
Acts of Charity, and only for the Sake of C arity, = . 
have given two, three, four, and five Guineas away WW ©" 
at a Time in a moſt excellent Manner: As when a Wc 
Servant-Maid "marries from them, towards furniſh- i 
ing a Room for them: To a young Man at his Wl 
being out of his Apprenticeſhip, for buying him Wl 
Tools to work for himſelf: To another whowas We 
formerly a Servant to them, but through Age wants 
Relief, and fo to others, for various and important 
Reaſons. For this is their generous and noble No- 
tion, that a Charity given in a Quantity of Money, 
at once, may enable a Perſon to perform that, which 
is very likely to prove a Foundation for getting his 
or her Bread, and, perhaps, their Generation after M 
them. But to proceed to my ' -. ,-,: 2 
 * . Eleventh Example of Charity. — It is. one I ſhall 
make known in the Character of an angelic ſingle. 
Gentlewoman poſſeſſed of about 500 J. a Year, li- 
ving at this Time in the County of Middliſen, with- 
in a few Miles of London, a rare Example of ſuch BW the 
Charity that I never knew any other of her Fortune | 
come up to; for ſhe was ſo public- ſpirited, and ſo 
inclined to do Good to many in the Country about 
her, that ſhe ſent for the Officers of the Pariſh, and Del 
committed to their Care and Inſpection a conſidera- 
ble Sum of Money to be diſtributed by them to the Perk 
moſt neceſſitous Poor in the ſevereſt Seaſon of the 
Year. But theſe Officers did not anſwer her Delign | 


in giving away her Bounty- Money in fo right a par 
Manner as ſhe wiſhed, and therefore ſhe took this f kg 


Method afterwards to beſtow it better. As ſhe lived leſt t 


on the Spot, ſhe ordered her Woman to go among 
| Families 
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| | makethe beſt Enquiry ſhe could, who were the moſt 
a induſtrious, and yet moſt penurious Perſons. When 


WM {nt either Cloaths, Medicines, or Money to their 
 Rclicf ; but, of the many and great Alms ſhe thus 
gives, I ſhall only mention this one: — A Man,; 
who is a Day-Labourer to Farmers, having a 
Wife, and one Child, big with another when ſhe 


rable Object. In this Condition ſhe lay, and muſt 
_ conſequently have periſhed, had not this Charitable 
Gentlewoman ſignaliſed her Goodneſs in a moſt ex- 
traordinary Manner, which ſhe did with a Witneſs ; 


plied her with a Nurſe, gave her a new Gown, and 


for them, that they were unable to have done, by 
Means of the great Charge the Man before had 
been at on account of his ſick Wife, who, by theſe 


vide for their two Children by their own Labour 
hereafter. This Caſe I am fo well apprized of, that I 
affirm it be an abſolute true one, as it happened in 
the Year 1742 3 a Caſe ſo uncommon, that I can- 
not forbear adding, it is uſual for this heavenly Wo- 
man to ſend for thoſe to her Houſe, after ſhe hath 
delivered them out of their Diſtreſs, and there with 
Delight ſee them enjoy a plentiful Dinner, ſome at 
her own Table, and others elſewhere. In ſhort, if 
Perſons of Ability would imitate ſuch Charity as 
this, how happy would they make the World ! The 
Poor would not be ruined by Apothecaries Bills; 


and the villainous Poor would be afraid to offend, 
leſt their Character take off their Hopes of being 
felieved in Time of Need by ſuch a good Friend; 

BB ms 
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W fumilles in the Neighbourhood, and there ſee and 


this was done, ſhe directly, by the ſame Woman, 


was ſeized with an Ague, which in Time brought 
on a Jaundice, ſo as to render this Woman a miſe- 


for ſhe frequently ſent her Cordials and Wines, ſup- 
other Apparel, and, at laſt, paid half a Year's Rent 


Helps, recovered, and they are in a fair Way to pro- 


Pariſhes would be eaſed of chargeable ſick Families, 


” 
* 


< N N 


the Neighbourhood has juſt Reaſon to put up their Ml 


daily Prayers for the Continuance of the Health and 


Proſperity of ſo worthy a. Perſon, who does all this : 
out of pure Charity, without any Tie of Conſangui- W 
_niky. | | | 2 ON 


'4 Twelfth Example — is from our Northompln 


Mercury of the 14th of March 1742, where it gives 


an Account of Jobn Duncomb, Eſq; who died at his 
Houſe near Shavington in Shropſhire, laſt Week, a 


| Gentleman of a very large Eſtate, which he daily MW 
ſpent in Acts of Hoſpitality and Charity: The 
Rich have loſt an agreeable Companion, and the 
Poor a conſtant and generous Benefactor. Now, to 


conclude this Subject of Charity, I ſhall briefly 
touch on ſeveral others that occurred to my Know- 
ledge : The firſt is, the good Miniſter who lives be- 
tween Ayleſbury and Uxbridge, that puts to School 
about ſeventy ſmall Children at his own Charge, 
and finds them with Bibles, Prayer-Books, and 


others, beſides giving at every Chriſtmas a PeckLoaf, | 


and Beef, to every poor Houſe-keeper.— The big- 
ger Sort of Children are alſo put to School out of 
the ſame Pariſh and Adjacency, by a moſt noble 


worthy Pcrſon at his own Charge, to the Number 
of near Fourſcore. The excellent Charity likewiſe 


of the Chews Family deſerves Encomiums of Praiſe, 
for the vaſt Service it is of to the poor Pariſh of 
Dunſtable, where they have built a fine School and 
Alms-houſes, maintain forty Boys always in Learn- 


ing and Cloathe, four of which are every Year put 
Apprentice, with eight Pounds, and allowed the 


ſame Sum when out of their Time, and in their 
Room four are always taken in; if there are none in 


this, they take them from the next Pariſh. The 
laſt Charity I ſhall here mention is that of a Wi- 


dow Gentlewoman at Thames-Ditton, in Surm, 
who, out of about fifty Pounds a Year Income, al- 


' tho? ſhe had three Children, gave away many fine 
10h | 2 Cordial 
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ooreſt Poor, who were unable to buy them; and ſo 
eficacious were theſe, that, if a Perſon did not mend 


by their Help, their Recovery was commonly de- 
ſpaired of. But, if I finiſh my Country Houſewife” 
Treatiſe, that I have begun in Oppoſition to Mr. 


Bradley's two, which are filled up with little elſe 
but Cookery-Receipts, more fit for a Nobleman's 
Kitchen than a Farmer's, I ſhall, enlarge upon this 


Subject in comparing the former good with the pre- 


ſent ill Uſes that too many employ their Money 
and Time in, x; 1 


CHA P. XXIII. 
Of Improvements in Huſbandry. 


The Copy of a Letter to the Author concerning Im- 


proving Land in Yorkſhire, 
o : 


OM A you are ſo good as to give Leave to thoſe 


who apprehend they want your Advice to 
apply to you, I therefore take this Liberty. 


About nine Years ago I incloſed about four 


* hundred Acres of Arable Land at —— in 
* Iorkfhire. EE — 
* In that four hundred Acres is (as is common) a 


great Variety of Soils, ſome gravelly, ſome ſtiff 


Clay, ſome ſandy, and in the ſame Cloſe frequent- 


ly one Part Clay, and another Part dead Sand: 
Several particular Parts were over-run with Furz, 


* there called MHhius, which three or four Years 


ago were digged and plowed, and two or three 


c C . . | . 
15 = of Corn taken off, but begin * to ap 


Cordial Medicines of her own Preparing to the 
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My old Swarth lets at twen 


s cre, in what Part ſoever of the A e A 
it lies, which I take to be an Indication of the 


s Goodneſs the Soil in general is of z and yet one 
Piece with another, of that which was Arable, lets 
* nownot for more than five or ſix Shillings an Acre, 


I have now four and twenty Acres of Wheat 


growing I want to know the Value of, being 
b willing five or ſix Months hence to {ell it ſtanding, 
and then the Value, not before, can be 5 
In a Piece of old Swarth now plowed, to lay it 
* ſtrait and even, about eighteen Acres early this 
< Seaſon were ſown-with Oats, with Hopes to have 


* thoſeearly enough off the Ground, to ſow imme- 


f diately after with Rape, As I did not plow that 
Piece of Ground for Lucre, a Crop or two, but 
« to lay it as ſhould be for Graſs (for, as it laid, it 
s bore neither the Quantity nor Quality of Graſs, 
as it would do, when laid down right) after the 
© Rapes are off, I would uſe the proper Method to 
get it to ſwarth as ſoon as poſſible. ' 
I want to be informed of the Value of each 
Piece of Ground, and how to make ſuch Agree- 


ments with Tenants, as -to oblige them to im- 


prove my Land; which certainly has not been 
t done, by ſome Miſmanagement, or, in nine 


Tears Time, it muſt have been more improved. 


On Incloũng, every Diviſion or Cloſe was 
© ditched and Quick-wood ſet, which in many 


s Places I doubt thrives not, as might in that long 


Space of Time be expected; which I doubt comes 
c by ill Management of different Kinds, and non- 
« pruning, or not doing it right: And where 
« _ died, more ſhould be ſet in its Place; but, 
© inſtead of that, I fear they thruſt in dead Furz to 
« fill up the Gaps, which kills any Quick that 
may remain under it, and others contiguous there. 


to. | 
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Mx te F Poſts arid Rails were ſet tio 
= * defend the Quick: Now, doubtleſs, the greateſt 
Part by this Time needs no Fence, and I could 


a uſe the Poſts and Rails in other Matters; and, 


+ if they ſtand in their firſt Poſition longer han 


Need, Tenants will be apt to burn them. 


« Theſe Matters, Sir, I wanted a Perſon of a 
your Skill and Honeſty, with ſeveral others that 
are to be viewed upon the Spot, to view and BYE 


me your Judgment of. 
Fo go on Purpoſe would be a charge 1 can 
$ 5 aÞprevieaks too large 3 but if it ſhould happen in 


your Travels this Sammer, and you go within 


* rwenty or thirty Miles of it, you might take it 
in your Way, which is the Reaſon I mention 
$ where it is. But, as there is Ten ro One Odds in 
* the Caſe, I ſhall be in — at — in Bedfordſhire, 
where I think to reſide moſt Part of the Summer, 
© there I ſhould be vaſtly glad to ſee you. It may 
be of Uſe to me, though you have not ſeen the 
Land at —, for ſomething, without that, you will 
* beable to ſatisfy me about. In the mean Time I 
* beg you will write me two Lines by Return of the 
* Poſt, leſt I ſhould not have the Opportunity of 
; ſeeing you there, and be pleaſed to tell me, whe- 
ther you think it probable, that after the Crop of 
* Oats I can have Time to ſow Rape; or that you 
think it too late then to ſow Rape; for, if it were 
* poſlible, I would ſow Rape: But, if you think it 
* will be too late for Rape, What do you think 
* I ought to do with the Ground, whether to take, 
* as ſoon as the Oats are off the Ground, Meaſures 


how to get a Crop of Turneps ; and, when they 


are off, to have the Land well plowed i into a fine 


* Tilth, and next Spring to ſow it with Barley and 


$ Graſs-ſeed, and to be laid down for Swarth to be 
* plowed no more? But, in Caſe you think it will 
* not be too late to ſow Rape after Oats are off, 


$ whether 
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whether I might in that Caſe have the Ground 


made a fine Tilth, in order to get. it fit to take 
Graſs-ſeeds for a Swarth for ever; for which 
Purpoſe, to ſow it with Rape and Graſs- ſced, if 


= 
Rapes are proper to ſow Graſs-ſeeds amongſt, 0 
which you know, for J doubt of it : I only pro- 7 ; 
poſe it, and beg your Thoughts, for I am not . 
willing to have it plowed ſo much as one Seaſon Wl : 
more than needful, having a Mind, as ſoon as 6 
poſſible, to have it to Graſs again. 0 
To this therefore I beg an immediate Anſwer. c 
And as to the reſt, Idefire your Thoughts, if you c 
think you may have an Opportunity. of going to 5 
Zorkſbire; and, if I may hope your Buſineſs will 1 
call you to Bedfordſbire this Summer, that I may 6: 
ſee you at „„ 45 
I have your moſt uſeful Books to October in «| 
cluſive, and deſign to take in what more come ” 
out. TY | 1 2: = 
« You fay a dry March, a wet April, and a dry 41 
May make Plenty, according to which, having « 0 
had ſuch, I hope for a good Crop of Wheat and « 
Oats ; and, my Oats being, uncommonly ſown, 3 
will be early off, eſpecially if a rich new Soil, never 4 
before plowed, may puſh it on to an early Ripe- 44 
neſs. I aſk Pardon for troubling you with fo 
long a Letter, which, by one uſed to the Subject, y 
would have been better and ſhorter expreſſed 3 10 
but, as I am not, I hope you will excuſe it. i 
| J am, Sir, your very humble Servant. 40 
| | 15 + 42; 5495 | 4 1 
« Tf you happen to go to 7ork/hire about Mid- «> 
« ſummer, I have, beſides what is above, about : 
two Hundred a Year, which I ſhall in this to 
Caſe beg your Thoughts of. g © fot 
1} 1 1 | * thi 
a * to 
J 1 


. 1 gs 


TW. Author's Anſwerrr. 
Sl hope for the Honour of ſeeing you this 
A Summer, I ſhall here anſwer only two of 
« your Articles, viz. that Part of your Land which 
vas dug and plowed to clear it of the Furz, and 
« oet Crops of Corn in their Room, was a true 
Piece of good Huſbandry ; for it muſt be a moſt 
_ © yretched Soil indeed, that will not pay better under 
Grain or Graſs, than under Furz. And tho? they 
may after ſome Time begin to appear again; yet, 
if the ſame Land is kept conſtantly under the 
« Plough, they will be kept under: That is, if 
« the Earth is ſowed two Years together with Corn, 
© and the third or fallow Year be employed in on- 
ly plowing with a Fin or Wing of Iron fixed near 
the Point of the Share, it will cut in two moſt of 
any new Shoots that may ſpring up from the old 
* Furz-roots, make them bleed, or run out their 
Sap, and, in Time, totally kill them: There- 
* fore ſuch Furz-Land, ſo ſtocked up, ſhould have 
© no Clover nor natural Graſs ſown to lie on it, for 
then the Furz would have an Opportunity to grow 
again. 55 5 8 | 
The eighteen Acres of new broken up Ground, 
* you have ſown with Oats, may poſlibly be fit to 
* ſow with Rape-ſeed on only one Plowing, that 
* ſhould be given the ſame Ground immediately 
after the Oats are off; but the Succeſs depends 
* upon good Management : That is, the Ground 
* ſhould be plowed well, and the Seed ſown by a 
* {kilful Hand; then, juſt as the Rapes begin 
to appear, there ſhould be an Application of 
* ſomething to ſecure the new ſprouting Rapes from 
the Slug, which in a wet Seaſon they ſeldom fail 
to deſtroy, and that whole Fields in a few Days, 
while the Rapes are in the Infant-growth of the 
| « ſecond. 
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* ſecond and third Leaf. The Remedy fob this "RN = 


inform you of, which is of ſach Importance to pre. 
vent the Damage of Flies and Slugs to young Turs 


neps and Rapes, that ſome had better give me 


twenty Guineas than be without the Knowled bs 
of ſuch a cheap and ſure Antidote. Then as the 
Ground is freſh, and in good Heart, you hardly | 


« can fail of a full Crop of Rapes 3 but -Sbwing 
* Graſs-ſeeds among them, to create a new Swarth, 


would be attempting a Thing contrary to the 
Art of good Huſbandry ; for the great Cover of 
the Rape-heads would certainly prevent the Ve- 
getation of the Graſs-ſeed, at leaſt, its Aſter- 
growth. But, as you are more than ordinary de. 
ſirous to get the ſame Oat-ground into a Swarth 


with all Expedition, you would do well to have it 


plowed directly after Harveſt, and again in Mo. 
vember, and the laſt Time the Beginning of 
March, when it ſhould be ſown with Barley, 
and a Sort of Graſs-ſeed that I can tell you of, 
which will be a full Twenty Shilling Acre Crop 
next Year, and ſo on for ever with good Manages 


ments.“ — There will be Copies of ſeveral other 
curious Letters in next Month, on Variety of Sub« 


